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A SELECTION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
PAPERS DEALING WITH THE AFFAIRS OF 
THE BRITISH IN BENGAL DURING 
THE REIGN OF SIRAJ-UDDAULA. 


I Letter fn^m \tt. }. Z , llolucll V) tlic C'^nri of Dtrectorsy dated 
rulta, Noveinbcr, 1750.* 

kahlk Sirs, -i. Immediately on my being released from 
my imf-risoniiient and fetters at Mnxadnbnd, I addressed your two 
Presidency's <^f Pxjinbay and Fort Saint George, on the subject of 
the loss of your possessu^ns in these provinces, under date the 
17th July last, and again on my arrival at Hougly, under date 
the 3rd August, when 1 duely forw^arded to them duplicates of 
those I dispatched from Muxadavad, and .requested the advices 
I gave them might be transmitted to you by the most expeditious 
conveyance, and at the same time refered to a particular narrative 
of the causes and various accidents, which brought on the heavy 
loss you have sustained: this I promised to forward as soon as 
'my health w'ould enable me. The slow recovery of my sight, 
much impaired by the shock and injury my nerves suffered that 
fatal night in the Black Hole and from being exposed to the sun 
on my passage to Muxadabad, must plead my pardon for your not 
receiving the narrative I promised by the ship dispatched, I 
understand, sometime thi:. month from your Presidency of Fort 
Saint George, and by which I am sensible you will receive many 
different narratives and accounts of the causes of our misfortunes. 
Leaving those to your impartial consideration, I now sit down to 
discharge this part of my duty, humbly intreating you will believe 
me determined to pay the strictest regard to the truth, to the best of 
my knowledge, and that I will not, by any representation, either 

^ Some additions (in square brackets) have been made from Holwell's revised 
edition of this letter printed in his Indien Tracts, p. 267. 
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in reasoning or facts, endeavour to mislead your judgments, or 
influence them either in favour of myself or to the disfavour of 
any one else, further than justice to myself and the state and 
nature of things will make it unavoidable ; shuning, as much as 
possible, any repetition of matters already transmitted you in my« 
letters of the 17th July and jrd of August last, which I request 
may lx.- kept in your view as I do not find any cause to retract 
anv essential part of them. 

2. Mahabiil Jung (better known by the name of Ally Verdi 
Caw 11) (h'mising on the 9th of April last, was siirceeded in the 
government of the siihaship by his grandson Surajud Dowla, with- 
out fjpposition excepting fr(»m th(i young Bc^um, relict of Shaw 
Arnet Jiing^ uncle of Surajud Dowla. This Princess, foreseeing 
her liberty and the immense wealth of her lately deceased husband , 
would fall a sacrihee to the new Suba, had meditated for some 
time ehe raising another to the siibaship^ and with this view 
retired, before the death (^f the old Suha, to her pallace, (some 
distance from the city) named Mootee (liel, with Kaagbullob, the 
dewan of her late husband, Na/zur Ally C'awn, and others the most 
faithfull of her officers and domestirks ; where she fortifyed herself, 
and raised some troops to oppose the succession of her nephew. 
When the dispute was near coming to extremities, the old Begum, 
relic:l of Ally Verdy Cawn, interposed with her mediation, by 
whicli and the promises of Surajud Dowla, that the Princess 
sliould remain in full possession and security of life, liberty, and 
l>i(j]jeriy, she was prevailed on to disband her troops, submited 
to tile banishinem from the provinces of Nazzur Ally Cawn and 
two ()ther officers, and returned to the city ; where she was no 
sooner arrived than she was made a prisoner, and her pallaces and 
possessions seized and confiscated to the Suba's use. 

llie new Suha having, on his succession to the government, 
sent a seerpaj^' and advice thc^reof to Shocut Jung, his cozin, the 
Purranea, this latter returned the seerpaw, and disavowed 
.■^ubrnission to him as Siibu of the provinces; asserting his govern- 
ment to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn independent of him. This 
occasioned the resentment of Surajud Dowla, who resolved to 

1 In other accounts she is said to be the widow of the Nawab’s oldeM; unde. 
>iawajis Muhammad Khan, but (see below) Holwell confuses the two brothM. 
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reduce him by force ; and after he had laid the storm the young 
Begum had attempted to raise against him, he immediately marched 
against Shocut Jung with a strong army, which had been raised 
by the old Suha, foreseeing the difficulties his grandson would have 
to encounter after his death. Here 1 must leave itie Suba on his 
march, and go back in ))oint of time to matters no less necessary 
to investigate the real causes of his subsc<iucnt inaich i > Calcutta ; 
which is so blended \\ith soni** inciaents attending th< late change 
of government at Mu\ td ibad, that it is impossible to g'vt' a distinct 
Mew of the oni*. witln'ir a shoit recital of the other. 

4. On the death of Shaw^ An.et Tung, (mo^c generally known 
by the name ft Newaiis M.ihuinot Caun) md dining the life of 
the oK* Sui ijud Dowla, who had in tlie reins of the 

go\'"Mment in his hinds long bt'fon* th* decease of his grand- 
fathei, sei/fd on Kaagbulloh above iiu ntioned, the chief Minister 
of Shaw Amct Jung, and b\ impiisuiim* nl and other despotic and 
severe methods ende i\ aired to force fiom him a t confession and 
discovery of Shav> Ainct Jung’s riches; but the Minister, faithfull 
to his deceased master, could not be brought to any confession 
injurious to the interest of his surviving /amily, and after a few 
days’ sufferings, obtained his liberty by the intercession of the 
young Begum, with her father and mother, Ally Verdy Cawn, 
and his Begum : but Raagbullub being sensible the lesolution he 
had shewm for the interest of the family of his deceased master, 
(between whom and Surajud Dowla there had been a long hatred 
and animosity) would never he forgivxn by Surajud Dowla, thought 
it incumbent on him to provide as well as he could for the safety 
of himself; and in lesentment for the usage he had unjustly 
received for his integrity to the young Begum, readily entered 
into her councils to opp.».e the succession ; and finding the death 
of the old Suba was neai at hand, and recollecting his own family 
and greatest part of his wealth w^ere exposed to clanger at Dacca, 
his first care was to draw them to a place of security ; in order to 
which he applyed to Mr. Watts, your Chief at Cossimbuzar, telling 
him his family were going from Dacca to worship at Jaggernaut 
and should take Calcutta in the way; requesting at the same 
time that they might there find a proper reception. Mr. Watts 
accordingly wrote the President, and I think to Mr. Manningham, 

21 — 2 
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to much the same effect. These letters arrived during the absence 
of your President at Ballasore, and much about the time that 
Kissendass, the eldest son of Raagbullob, and the family reached 
Calcutta from Dacca ; at least I know no otherwise, for in the 
evening I think of the 13th of March my people at the waterside 
chowkeys brought me intelligence that Raagbullob’s family was 
arrived from Dacca, and that they had received orders frorr 
Mr. Manningham for their admittance, who having occasion t( 
summon a council ihc next morning for the despatch of the 
Negrais^ supplys, showed me Mr. Watts’ letter to the President 
who likewise communicated the same to me on his return to the 
Settlement. This letter, I now understand, the President has lost 
amongst the rest of his ])apers ; though I often, since the com- 
mencement of our troubles, as he must recollect, urged to him the 
necessity of preserving it in his own and our vindication : how- 
ever, as I had twice perused it, and had since occasion enough to 
retain in my memory the first impression 1 had received of it, I 
can venture to assert it was near the following purport : 

“That he, Mr. Watts, had been applyed to by Raagbullob, the 
Chuta Bcgum\ deivan, who atlvised him that his family had left 
Dacca with intention to go to worship at Jaggernaut and should 
take Calcutta on his way, and requested he would write to the 
Governour touching their reception there, and that they might be 
supplyedwith boats, or aught else they might have occasion for on 
their expedition ; that in compliance with Raagbullob’ s intimation 
and request, he wrote aiul recommended his family being received 
w'ith all possible respect and regard, iK)t only on account of his in- 
fluence with iYinChiiia but as his pow'er at Dacca might be of 

the utmost conseciuence to our Honourable Masters’ affairs there.” 

In consequence of this recommendatory letter and the reasons 
urged by Mr. Watts, they were received in the Settlement, and 
treated with allj|ossir)lt‘ regard. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or 
can be supposed to have judged, that Raagbullob’s family going 
Jaggernaut to worship, w'as a pretence only to facilitate their 
obtaining a protection in Calcutta, I cannot say ; but I recollect 
the President s communicating to me another letter he received 
from Mr. Watts, about the time the death of the old Suba was 
deemed inevitable, wherein he advised it expedient, 

' One of the Company's Settlements on the coast of Burmah. 
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** That Kissendass, and the rest of Raagbullob’s family should 
have no longer protection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain 
what a turn things would take after the decease of the SubaJ' 

The President will, I doubt not, do me the justice of acknow- 
ledging I enforced this salutary advice, and pressed n^ore than once 
the dismission of this family, foreseeing thej would be demanded ; 
and Mr. Manningham and myself had many uneasy conferences 
on the protection being continued to them, fearing it might be 
productive of troublesome consequences and possibly embroil us 
with the new Government, should they remain in the Settlement 
untill the Suba's decease. Why the President delayed their dis- 
mission,.! am at a loss now to account for; but certain it is, had 
they been obliged to quit the place a handle would have been 
taken away from many, who have been too ready to urge and 
maintain the protection given to this family as the greatest, nay, 
the sole cause that drew^ on us the Snba*s resentment; which I 
doubt not of convincing your Honourable Court is very distant 
from the truth. Their dismission w^ould however have saved us 
from a most difficult situation which we presently fell into; for’ 
we no sooner received advice of the death of Ally Verdy Cawn, 
than we had notice also of the stand made against Siirajud 
Dowla’s succession by the young Begum and her party, of which 
Raagbullob was the chief Minister and favourite of his mistress, 
so that it became at that juncture a dangerous step to the 
Company’s interest to turn his family out of the Settlement, the 
more especially as for some days advices from all quarters were in 
favour of the Begum's party. Notwithstanding which, as the new 
Suba had been proclaimed in the city, the President wrote the 
usual congratulatory letter to him, which was favourably received. 

5. Here it becomes needfull to recite, that some little time before 
the old Suba's death, the President received a private letter from 
Mr. Watts to the following purport : 

That there was a multitude of the Government’s spys at 
Calcutta; that the small strength of its fortifications and garrison, 
and the easy capture of it, were the publick discourse of {he city 
and Durbar ; and that it behoved Mr. Drake to be up>on his guard, 
and by some means prevent the Government’s spys bringing daily 
intelligence to the Durbar of the weak situation of the place.” 

This letter the President communicated to me, and gave me 



6 


BENGAL IN 1766-67 


orders [as Zemindar] to make a strict enquiry after such as might 
justly be suspected, and that had no real call of business in the 
place ; and also that I would issue orders to the several chowkeys 
[or places of guard] to admit none to land or be admited into the 
town without his orders. These instructions I immediately 
obeyed, and several suspected persons were, in consequence of 
them, turned out of the place, and none admitted without a strict 
examination. 

6. On RaagbiillolVs withdrawing himself, with the young 
Begum, to Mooiie Giel, Surajud Dowla dispatched Naran Sing, 
brother to Kajaram, the Foiczdaat of Midnapore, to Calcutta, 
with a pemtannah, the contents of which were to demand Kissen- 
dass and his family to be delivered up. Between 8 and 9 on the 
evening of, I think, the 14th of April the President being at 
Barasut and Mr. Manningharn at his country residence, Omy- 
chund came and advised me that Naran Sing had got, in the dis- 
guize of a European dress, into the Settlement, and had the Subas 
perwannah to demand Raagbullob's family, and was at his house, 
asking me whether I would admit his bringing him to visit me? 
As he had got entrance into the place, I thought it adviseable to 
see him, and Omychund brought him accordingly in about half 
an hour. I received him with the respect due to a brother of 
Rajaram, an officer in much trust and confidence with both the 
late and present Suba ; he tendered me his perwannah, but I 
excused myself from receiving it, as it was addressed to the 
Governour, who 1 told him would be in town in the morning, on 
which he took his leave well satisfyed. In the morning early I sent 
for ihii jemmautdaar of the ihowkcy where Naran Sing landed, and 
was going to punish him for admiting any one in the Settlement 
without orders, when he informed me that Naran Sing came in 
the disguize of a common Bengali ^ that he opjposed his 

landing, but that ^on after Omychund’s Servants came to him 
with a messajjl signifi^g that he w^as a relation of his house and 
that he might admit him. Soon after, on advice that the Presi- 
dent w^as returned to town, I waited on him with the report of 
this transaction, and found with him Messrs. Manningharn and 
hrankland; we were all a good deal embarrassed how to act on 
this occasion, [seeing] that the same reasons that before forbid the 

* A small native broker. 
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family being turned out of the place after the Suba^s death still 
subsisted equally strong against delivering them up, as the contest 
was yet undecided between Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. 
The result at last of our deliberations was, that as Naran Sing had 
stole like a thief and a spy into the Settlement, (and not like one 
in the publick character he pretended and as bearing the Suba's 
orders) the President should not rf^ceive him or his perwannah; 
which resolution was put in execution, and the President sent one 
of his chubdaars to him, with orders to quit the Settlement, w’hich 
he did: and instantly letters w'ere dispatched to Mr. Watts to 
advise him of the aftair, with instructions to guard against any 
ill consequences which might arrise from it. 

7- The foregoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faithfull narrative of 
the protection given to Kissendass the son and family of 
Raagbullob, which has been industrously and maliciously by 
some, and erroneously by others, circulated as the principal cause 
of the loss of your Settlements in Bengali ; an event which I will 
soon demonstrate, had a much deeper and more remote founda- 
tion : for on your Chief at Cassimbuzar making a proper re- 
presentation of this affair at the Durbar, it hardly occasioned 
any emotion or displeasure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in 
any of the subsequent complaints forwarded to us, through 
the channel of that subordinate. 

8. The probability of a breach with France had been the sub- 
ject of discourse for some time, before it w’as confirmed to us by 
the arrival of your letter on the Delawar, and about the same 
time w’e received news of the taking Gyria^ by His Majesty's 
squadron ; both became the subject of much speculation at the 
Durbar w'here the military and naval strength of the English in 
India were greatly exagerated, and no small pains taken to instill 
a dread of it into the Government; and if the agents for the 
French East India Company (w^hose garrison at Chandanagore 
did not, at this period, amount to 50 men) were not at the bottom 
of these reports, it is at least, I hope, no breach of charity to con- 
clude they used every means in their power to confirm them ; at 
least such was our information, when it was confidently asserted 
in the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that the English 
had sixteen ships of war and a strong land force coming to Beng^all. 

^ February 14, 1756. Surgeon Ivei’ Journal, p. 86. 



BENGAL IN 1756-57 


9 . On the receipt of your letter by the Delawar,^ we began to 
pilt the Settlement into as good a posture of defence as we could ; 
and as the parapet and embrazures, as well as the gun carriages 
of the Lind to the westward of the fort, was much out of repair, 
they became the first object of our attention ; a number of work-^ 
men were employed, and I believe the parapet and embrazures 
(the greatest part of which we were obliged to pull down) more 
than half run up, when the President was surprized with a per- 
wannah from the SubUy to the following purport : 

“That he had been informed we were building a wall and 
digging a large ditch round the town of Calcutta : that he did not 
approve of our carrying on these works without his permission : 
and ordered Mr. Drake to desist immediately, and destroy what 
he had already done.” , 

10. The French having strengthened their fort by an additional 
bastion, which at this time they had compleated, received, at the 
same juncture we did, a p(rji*annah to the like effect ; both of them 
having been dis{)atched by the Suba, as he was on his march 
against the Purranea Nabob; and the answers to them reached 
the Siiha on the same day at Rajamaal, a city about three days' 
march frotn Muxadabad ; and the FVench, by the completion of 
their bastion, being enabled to desist immediately, answ^ered him 
accordingly ; assuring him at the same time, that they had built 
no new works, and had only repaired one of their bastions which had 
been injured by lightning : with which answer he appeared satisfyed. 

11. The reply your President returned to the Suba*s perwannah^ 
was, to the best of my remembrance, as follows : — 

“ That the Suha had been misinformed in respect to our build- 
ing a wall round our town, and we had dug no ditch since the 
invasion of the Moratters, at which time we executed such a work 
at the particular request of our inhabitants, and with the know- 
ledge and approbation of Ally Verdy Cawr. ; that, in the late war 

* "As the Ddi^u arrived at Mc-idras on the 9th May, 1756, and the letter in ques- 
uon was dispatched to Calcutta on the nth May, and could not have reached 
Calcutta until after a week or ten days, it is diflicult to understand how the forti- 
fications begun m consequence of this letter could have given rise to the quarrel 
with the Nawab which culminated, on the 22nd May (see paragraph ii), in the 
attack on Calcutta. It is. however, possible that a duplicate of this letter had 
arrived m Calcutta at an earlier date by the overland route.” 
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between our nation and the French, they had attacked and taken 
the town of Madrass, contrary to the neutrality we expected would 
have been preserved in the MoguWs dominions; and that there 
being at present great appearance of another war between the 
. two Crowns, we were under some apprehensions they w^ould act 
in the same manner in Bengali ; to prevent which w^e were only 
repairing our Line of guns to the water-side.” 

It is fruitless now to wish this answer had been debated in 
Council before it was sent, when' I think much impropriety 
would have appeared in it, as the whole of it had a tendency to 
confirm the Suba in a belief of those insinua lions which had been 
already conveyed to him, that the war between us and the French 
would probably be brought into liengall, besides its carrying a 
tacit reflection on the Suba's power or will to protect us.^ The con- 
sequence was adequate, for he was much enraged at the receipt of 
it, and immediately ordered youi factory at Cossimbu;;ar to be in- 
vested ; which was accordingly done on the 22nd of May by Roy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gentlemen there, 
the 25th and several other subsequent letters informing us of 
additional forces being added on the factory from time to time, 
and that they expected every moment to be attacked, and that 
the Suba was on his march to Muxadahad. The subject matter of 
complaint assigned in every letter, still regarded the new works 
we were carrying on in Calcutta. 

12. On the first advice received from the gentlemen at Cossim- 
bu2ar, we forwarded to them a copy of President’s answer to 
the Nabob’s perwannah^ and in our several dispatches recom- 
mended them to use every salutary means in their power to put a 
stop to the Suba's resentment, and obtain a currency to our busi- 
ness, (which was now obstructed at every subordinate and aurung). 
We directed them to assure the Suba we were carrying on no new 
works ; that we had dug no ditch ; that our enemies had misrepre- 
sented us ; that if he gave no credit to our assertions, we intreated 
he would send any one he could confide in to inspect them, and 
wrote the Suba repeated letters to the like purpose. We likewise 
gave the gentlemen instructions to remonstrate and expostulate 

* This is the only reasonable explanation that has ever been oflfered of the Nawab's 
rage when he received Drake's reply. As far as we can see, it is the correct one. 
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Strongly against this hard treatment, and to endeavour to trace 
out, if possible, whether one or other of the European nations was 
not at the bottom of it with intent to embroil the Company’s 
affairs and benefit those of their employers, and to use all means 
of knowing from his Ministers if the Suba*s intention was to extort , 
a sum of money from us (conformable to the unjust and unusual 
method of his predecessors) : withall giving them positive orders 
to make no concession or give any promises touching the demoli- 
tion of our fortification. 

13. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you see us reduced to the necessity 
cither of resisting the arbitrary orders of the Subay or of abandon- 
ing and leaving oi)cn your Presidency to the mercy of the French 
contrary to your orders and intimation to us by the Delawar ; for 
to all our remonstrances we could receive no satisfaction from the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, but was still advised the Suba insisted 
on our demolishing our new works (when in fact we had made 
none) and fill up a ditch we had never dug. 

14. Under date, 1 think, the ist of June, we received a letter 
from your ('hief and Council at Cossimbuzar, advising, that Roy 
Doolob had told Doctor h'orth, that the Suhas resentment was 
caused only by the drawbridge and w'orks we had built at Baag- 
buzar, and the octagon which Mr, Kelsall had rebuilt in his 
garden; and that if wc would write the Suba wc would demolish 
those work.-., the force> would be immediately withdrawn ; and the 
gentlemen likewise enforcing this as a necessary and effectual 
expedient to put an end to the troubles, w'e in full Council took 
it into consifloration ; and reflecting on the heavy loss and disad- 
vantage you would sustain in your investment, by the continuance 
of the stoppage of your business, and judging those works and 
drawbridge at Baagbuzar, so far detached, as to be of little use 
in the defence of tlu: place against a European enemy, we unani- 
mously determined and agreed to promise the demolition of them 
and the oc^on at Mr. Kelsall’s garden; and to that purport, 
as soothing a letter as could be indited was instantly drawn up 
to the Suba from the President, and enclosed to Mr, Watts and 
Ws Council, to whom we also WTote, advising them of our com- 
pliance and readyness to demolish those works which had given 
him displeasure. Triplicates of this arassdass and letter we dis- 
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patched in four hours, to arrive in thirty-six hours ; and ordered a 
large reward to the cossids if they arrived in the time. 

15. We received another short letter under the same date, viz., 
the 1st of June, wherein the gentlemen informed us, the forces on 
•their factory amounted to 12,000, with a Train of artillery, and 
that positive orders were arrived to attack it, requesting they 
might be reinforced with a hondn'd men, on which 11 C^ouncil 
was summoned, their request taken into consideration, and the 
five Captains called in and desired tu give their opinion, whether 
it was impossible this reinforcement could be thrown into the 
place. They withdrew, and after debating it amongst themselves, 
gave us their opinion in writing, declaring the thing impracticable, 
and that the force the gentlemen had in the fort was, in their 
judgments, sufficient to defend it against the troops brought 
against them. This opinion we immediately dispatched to them, 
directed them if they were attacked, to make as good a defence 
as they could ; and when they found they could defend the factory 
no longer, to ‘make the best retreat in their power; but I believe 
neither this letter, nor some of our preceding ones, reached the 
gentlemen, the Subu having for some days cut off all correspon- 
dence between us, a plain indication that an accommodation was 
not the mark he aimed at, 

16. On the 6th of June we had a rumour of Cossimbuzar 
being taken by the Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th 
by a letter from Mr. Matthew Collet your second at that factory; 
which, according to my best recollection, expressed as follows : 

“That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his generals to 
attack the factory, unless the Chief went in person to him, Mr. 
Watts, by the advice of his Council, thought it more adviseable to 
go to the Nabob, than risque involving the Company in a war with 
the Government; that he accordingly did so on the 2nd of June, 
and on coming in to his presence was made a prisoner, and orders 
sent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr, Batson) to attend him ; 
likewise to sign, jointly with Mr. Watts, a machulka, which 
order they obeyed ; but in place of being set at liberty upon 
signing the machulka required, Mr. Collet was sent back to the 
factory, with directions to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which he 
was obliged to comply with, and was then giving up the' account 
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of the cannon, ammunition, and military stores ; that ^the factory 
was not plundered, and that the Nabob was determined to march 
to Calcutta with his whole army, estimated then at 50,000 men, 
besides a large Train of artillery.” 

The reasons which swayed Mr. Watts to quit his government 
at such a juncture as that, and trust himself in the hands of the 
Subas (on whose character or principles no reasonable faith could 
be had) without any proper security, hostage, or safe guard for his 
]-)ersoii : or those whicli urged Mr. Collet to follow his example, 
when he knew his Chief was made a prisoner, and that consequently 
the trust, ccunmand, and government of the factory, fort, and 
garrison, devolved upon himself; or why this your Settlement was 
thus given up without a single stroke being struck for it, I am 
totally a stranger tr), and can only hope for their sakes and the 
honour of their country, they have or will justify their conduct to 
you in those j^irticulars. I will not subscribe to the opinion of 
our five Captains, as already recited, and say their force was 
suffici<‘nt to resist and defend the place for any long time against 
the Suba's army: but had it been defended at all, he could not 
have attacked and taken it, without the loss of time and many of 
his people, and probably some of his principal officers. A stroke 
of this kind might have had happy consequences to your affairs; 
it might have inclined the Suba to an accommodation by cooling 
still more the zeal of his Ministers, generals, officers, and people, 
who alhnost to a man were averse to this expedition and attempt 
against the h.nglish, as [well] knowing the consecjuence would be as 
fatal to his country as to us, though he succeeded in it. A defence 
of only 24 hours would, in its consequences, have retarded in all 
probability his march to C alcutta for many days, and would have 
been a point gained to us of the utmost importance, by having 
more time for the completion of many requisites, which for want of 
it we were obliged w’holy to neglect, or they remained unfinished 
at the tim^ve were actually invested. A detention of his army 
before C^ossimbuzar for two or three days, would have brought on 
dirty rainy weather in his march towards us, and incommoded 
him greatly, as well in the passage of his troops and cannon, as 
in the attack of our Settlement ; whereas, by the easy possession 
he acquired of Cossimbuzar, he was enabled to march against 
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US without loss of time or obstruction from the weather, which 
afforded not a drop of rain during his inarch and attack of 
Calcutta, but on the 21st, at night, whilst I was prisoner in the 
camp, it rained heavily, and dirty weather succeeded for many 
^ays after, during which his musketry, being all match-locks, 
would have been rendered in a manner useless. We should also 
have had an important succour, in the ai rival befoif the fort 
of the Success galley, the Specdivcll, and Bombay frigate, these 
vessels having passed Tanners the 19th and 2()th, and joined the 
Dodaly and the rest of our fleet about Govindpore, after they fell 
down from the fort though before it was -surrendered. Many 
more are the advantages I could enumerate, which would have 
resulted from the smallest defence and resistance made at Cossim- 
buzar, and can only regret now its not having been done; repeat- 
ing my hopes the gentlemen in trust then* will give you sufficient 
reasons why it was not d<me. Their treatment could hardly have 
been worse had they been obstinate in its defence ; they them- 
selves being continued prisoners in the Suba^s camp under many 
hardships untill, I think, the latter end of June; their effects 
plundered, and the gentlemen in the factory, viz., Messrs. Hugh 
Watts and Chambers, with the whole garrison, put in irons and 
sent to the common prison at Muxadabad ; the fate Messrs. 
Hatson, Sykes, Hastings, and Marriott, would have undergone, 
had not luckily the two former made their escape, and the two 
latter been at the aumngs. 

17. On Cossimbuzar being invested, we wrote to the several 
Subordinates and to all our gotnastahs at the several aurungs, 
advising them of the Suba's proceedings, and to be upon their 
guard, and hold themsehes in readyness to retreat wUh the 
Company’s effects, &c., and on intelligence of the capture of the 
place and the Suba's march to Calcutta, we sent them orders to 
withdraw and join us wuth all expedition. But these orders w'ere 
too late, excepting your factory at Luckypore, as I have already 
intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, your Chief 
at Ballasore, received our orders in time to withdraw himself, 
the few soldiers he had there and about 6,000 rupees of your 
effects ; the remainder, to the amount of about 40,000 remain yet 
sequestered, and your factory house in part only demolished at 
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Ballasore ; but Bulramgurry, by its situation, having escaped the 
Government’s notice, and by the prudent conduct of Mr. John 
Bristow (left resident at Ballasore by Mr. Boddam) is still 
retained. Myself and Mr. Boddam were dispatched to take a 
formal possession of it the i8th September, and to negotiate 
other matters, which will be transmitted on the face of our 
Fulta Consultations; and we have thought it necessary to nominate 
Bulramgurry your Presidency, being divested of every other 
possession you had in these provinces. But to resume my narra- 
tive : dispatche were likewise forwarded express to Bombay, Fort 
Saint George, and Vizagapatiim, the 8th of June, for a reinforce- 
ment of tr oops, stores, lVic., and succours demanded of the French 
and Dutch settlements on this river ; the success of which last 
negotiation you have likewise in m3' said letter of the 17th July. 
The militia were under arms for the hrst time the 7th June, 
something loo late, I am afraid 3'ou will say, to be of much 
service, just coming to action. 

18. I am now, Honourable Sirs, come closer to the unraveling 
the real causes which stimulated the Siiba to the lengths he has 
proceeded against us. How far my conjectures and assertions 
will be supjK)rted by a probable system of politicks in him, and by 
the tenour of his whole conduct considered together, I humbly' 
submit to your judgments. And first, I beg leave to remark on 
the three articles contained in the viaclmlka (or obligation with 
a penally annexed), which your Chief and Council were obliged 
to sign in the Subus camp, when before Cossimbuzar ; the terms 
of which were, viz,— 

“ That we should not protect the King’s subjects, — that we 
should not misuse the liberty of our dusticks, by covering the 
trade of the native merchants, — and that we should refund and 
make good whatever sum it should be proved the King had been 
defrauded [of] in J^is revenues and dutys by this practice; and that 
w'e should cJipiolish our fortifications.” 

These, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the three articles of the 
machulka, how soever I may’ have varyed the wording of it by not 
having it before me. Had the Suha any intention of being satis* 
fyed with our concession to these articles he certainly would have 
rested here ; your Chief, Council, fort, and garrison of Cossimbuzar 
were in his possession ; the gentlemen had signed and executed 
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the obligation demanded of them ; he knew their signing it was 
not valid or binding without our approval ; and if he had ever 
inclined to an accommodation he would have transmitted the 
terms they had complyed with, and at least have desisted until our 
•reply could have reached him, in place of cutting off for some 
days the means of all correspondence or intelligence between us 
and your factory, and marching directly against us, without 
ever replying to or taking notice of many anissdasscs received from 
us ; but the truth is, his jealousy of the independent power of the 
Europeans in his country was at tliis juncture confirmed, which 
he w'as determined to reduce ; and being sensible ours was the 
most formidable to him, W'e became the first objects of his ruinous 
politicks. To support this my conclusion, 1 must here refer to 
three letters which Wazeed’s f^omastah in iny presence read your 
President, (copys of \Nhich, I believe, is in Mr. Drake’s possession) 
addressed to his master Wazeed from the Suba, all three to the best 
of my remembrance bearing date in May last. In each of these, 

He avows his intention to reduce the power of the English, 
forbids his interfering on their behalf, asserting his having 
long intended it, and swears by God and His prophets, that he 
will drive them out of the country, unless they are satisfyed to 
trade in it on the footing they did in Jaffier Cawn’s^ time;** 

by w'hich he meant before the time the Honourable Company 
obtained their phirmauf id. “ Your fort at Cossimbuzar (esteemed 
by all judges more regular and tenable than that of Fort William) 
so near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold at a time he was 
influenced to believe our strength in India was four times more 
formidable than it really was; and that we were on the eve of a 
French war, which would be probably brought into his country : 
consistent with this was his expression of resentment, at Rajamal, 
on receipt of your President's letter : 

“Who shall dare to think of commencing hostilities in my 
country, or presume to imagine I have not power to protect them ?” 

and it was current in the mouths of all degrees, when I was at 
Muxadabad, that Mahabut Jung® had long meditated to destroy 

* Murahid KuU Jafar Khan, Nawab of Bengal. 1704-26. 

* The Firman of Farrukh Siyar, 1717- * Aliverdi Khan. 
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the forts and garrisons of the Europeans, and to reduce their 
trade on the footing of the Armenians. And here I hope it will 
not be deemed impertinent, if I recite, verbatim^ the last discourse 
and council which Mahabut Jung gave his grandson a few days 
before his death, and which I had from very good authority at 
Muxadabad, after my releasement. 

“ My life has been a life of war and stratagem : for what have I 
fought, to what have my councils tended, but to secure you, my 
son, a (juiet succcs^^i<m to my subadary ? My fears for you liave 
for many days i 'bed me of sice]). I perceived who had power to 
give you trouble after I am gone hence. H ossein Cooley Cawn 
by his reputation, wisdom, courage and affection to Shaw Amet 
Jung and his house 1 feared would obstruct your government. 
His powder is no more. Monichund den^an, whose councils might 
have been your dangerous enemy, I have taken him to favour. 
Keep in view the powder the European nations have in the country. 
This fear I would also have freed you from if God had lengthened 
my days. — The work, my son, must now be yours. Their wars 
and politicks in the Telinga country^ should keep you w'aking. 
On pretence of f)rivate contests between their kings they 
have seized and divided the country of the King- and the goods 
of his people between them. Think not to weaken all three 
together. The power of the English is great ; they have lately 
conquered Angria,^ and possessed themselves of his country; reduce 
them first ; the others wall give you little trouble, when you have 
reduced them. Suffer them not, my son, to have fortifications or 
soldiers : if you do, the country is not yours.” 

ig. How consistent the Siiba has been in his adherence to this 
last council of his grandfather we have woefully felt ; but that 
we were not solely the objects of his resentment and designs, is 
evident. His perwunnah to the French was dispatched the same 
day with ours. ^ ben he marched against us, he sent perwannahs 
to both Frei^ and Dutch, with orders to provide, and join him 
with ships, men, and ammunition, to attack us by water whilst 
he attacked us by land ; they refused ; in consequence of their 
refusal he invested their several forts and factorys, and demanded 
an exor bitant sum from each. The French were glad toaccommo- 
^ Here means Southern India. ® The Mogul, • The pirate chief of Gheria. 
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date matters for the payment of three lack and half of rupees ; 
the Dutch for four lack and half, after having had (these last), for 
a day and a half, a body of the Suba's troops in their Settlement, 
waiting orders to attack it, and a man stationed with an axe in his 
iiands to cut down their flagg-staff and colours. TheFrcjich had 
not money to pay the mulct laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob 
to become their security: the Dutch were rcdace<l to immediate 
payment; and both did then, and have ever since been obliged 
to endure the most audacious and exasperating insults from the 
lowest in the service of the Government. 1 hat tlume was this 
difference in the sum exorted from them has been accounted for 
(how justly I will not say) in th.e supplysof ammunition given the 
Suba privately by the agents for the r'rcncli at C hander nagore. 
rhe thing, however, w’as verifyed by two of our spies, who brought 
us intelligence that the I'rench b\ night crossed over 200 chests 
of pr)wder to the Suba's army, lying near Banka Bazar. 

20. Still consistent with the last advice of Mahabut Jung, he 
appe‘ared at Rajamal satished witJi the answer from the French 
Directeur; though no one can imagine his intelligence was such, 
that lie was really imposed on as to the pretence of repairing the 
damage they had sustained by lightening. He manifested suffi- 
('iently his resentment and intentions against both brench and 
Dutch ; but their lime was not come ; it was not his business to 
have the three nations to encounter at once, but to compromise 
at the present for as much as he could get from them ; but that 
the French were, and still are, the next object of his arms, will 
not admit of doubt, no more than that he would have proceeded 
immediately against them, had not his advices from his Court 
obliged him to proceed against Shocut Jung, the Purranea Nabob, 
as an object more important; for when I was twice conducted into 
his presence after the surrender of the fort, allmost his first question 
to me was, ‘ Will you all engage to join me against the French ? 
Adequate^ has been the conduct of the Government to another pait 
of Mahabut Jung’s advice ; for though liberty of trade is granted 
to the Danes and Prussians, yet they are prohibited fortifications or 
garrisons. And in further proof of the resolutions of the Govern- 
ment to divest the Europeans of their forts and garrisons, and that 

1 Uniform in the Indmn Tracts. 
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we were the objects of his policy and not of his resentment only 
(from either one particular private cause or other that may be 
transmitted you), I may justly add the apprehensions of the French 
and Dutch tlicmselves, who, on the first approach of our troubles, 
sent strenuous dispatches to their principals at Batavia and Pondt* 
cherry for the most expeditious supplys of men, ammunitions, &c., 
and I doubt not but it will be soon their turn to regret the having 
so quietly given us up a sacrifice, unless the Suba should be 
vanquished in his present expedition against Shocut Jung. 

21. The ,^rd .nstant (November) a perwannah arrived to the Dutch 

from the Sitba's camp — demanding them to join him against ns, 
with thrcatenings if they refused; and the same day a perwannah 
reached the h rench factory, purporting that [ the was informed 

they were carrxing on tlu'ir fortifications, and that if they did not 
immediately desist, he would pass through the Dutch factory and 
Settlement, and with their Uhe Dutch) soldiers destroy their fort, 
and drive them out of the country, as he had done the English : 
and the (io\erriment have already obliged the French to take down 
their colours erected on their bounds. 

22. I believe, Honourable Sirs, it will by this ap)pear clearly 
evident to you, that the governing j)rinciple in the Suba was 
p)ohtical, and the real object of his proceedings the demolition of 
your forts and garrisons, as his demands all ways expressed ; not 
that 1 will be hardy enough to aver he had no concurring subordinate 
causes, that had :i s])ecious colour of resentment ; and this reflection 
leads me to consider the other two articles of the machulka, as 
their being incertt d carry the ap>pearance of comjdaint, though 
never before urged by him in any of his demands, as transmitted 
us by your servants at Cossinibuzar. 

23. 1 hat the abuse of du^iicks should be one cause of complaint, 
I am not sui prized at : the face of your Consultations, just before 
the di&patch your last year’s ships, will give you. Honourable 
Sirs, m\ si^iments of the ill use made of this indulgence to your 
Servants, my Minute and Motion on this subject was, after the 
.dispatch of your ships, taken into consideration, and such remedys 
and checks resolved on as were judged might put a stop to the abuse. 

24. Hiat we should not protect the King’s subjects, is an article 
\M ear a much larger discussion. This prohibition, in the extent 
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it might have been carryed by the Government, whenever they 
were inclined to obstruct your business or plunder your merchants, 
would have rendered your trade most precarious. Had the article 
been explained so as to prohibit our giving protection to those who 
were actually servants to the Government or others not bom in 
or for a term of years settled under our colour^, it would, I think, 
have carryed nothing unjust or unreasonable in it; but that by 
no means was the real intention of it. The article had a latitude 
in expression that would include your merchants and inhabitants 
whenever the Suba or his Ministers wwe pleascvl to call on them : 
a call they would never fail in, <ui some pretenc e or other, w^hen- 
ever they had got any tiling worth taking ; so that in truth, it 
would have been as impossible for us, consistent with your interests, 
to have subscribed to this article as to ilic other regarding the 
demolition of your fortihcations ; and the most favourable terms 
intended for us (w'hich 1 could with the utmost diligence learn 
when at Muxadabad) wt?re, that if w'e had paid an implicit obeditmee 
to the Subas commands by delivering our forts and dismission of 
our garrisons, we should then have been permitted to trade on 
l)aying Armenian dutys, admitting [a] Fuu’zdaar into your Settle- 
ment on the part of the Government, and relinquishing to them all 
duties of consulage, revenues, c\:c., — terms scandalous and injurious 
to }our honour as well as commerce; terms which we could never 
have submitted to, even if wc had received no alarm from the side 
of France, without sacritizing the rights of your phinnaund, giving 
lip every part of our trust, and breaking through your repeated 
standing orders for more than thirty years past. 

25. Thus, Honourable Sir«. it will appear to you that submission 
could not have been paid b' us to two articles of the machulka 
executed by your Chief and Council of Cossimbuzar, and that w^e 
had many months before guarded against (as much as in us lay) 
the complaint laid in the third, if the honours and consciences of 
men were to be influenced by checks the most binding and solemn : 
but it is plain the two articles of complaint were at the last incerted, 
to give a colouring for enforcing the third (and only one the Suba 
until then insisted on, and had really in view). I am sensible, 
no small pains will be taken to throw the rise of your misfortunes 
here on every cause but the right. 


22 — 2 
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26. From the appearance of the Subas letter to Governour 
Pigot, your President seems to be solely culpable in drawing on 
his resentment, but neither justice or probability will justify the 
conclusion. Angry he certainly was at the terms of his letter ; 
but had not his resentments luren much deeper founded, the termS 
of this letter, or the error of one of your servants, would never of 
itself have provoked him, or ran vindicate the cruel destruction 
both publick and private attending his j>roceedings which fell 
equalK' heavy, as well on the natives, subjects of the Moduli as on 
yourselves and us; and the immense plunder of Calcutta we know 
was one no small subordinate motive (instilled into him by two 
or three harpies in conlidence about himi for his march against 

at a time when he was rapaciously j)lundcring wherever he 
could; aiiiaMsmg wealth to (liable him either to l>uy at Court his 
ccudirmation in tile or keep such a standing force on 

l(jot, as would ‘'•ec'ure it tc him, in spighl of any opposition or 
orders from thence. 

27. dhat matters might have been accommodated with the 
Suha for a sum (jf moiu'N , as was effecte d by the I'rench and 
Dutch, I am likewise sensible will be strongly alledged against 
us; but by whomsoever it I w'ill be bold to say, they arc either 
ignorant of the chain of politicks and circumstances wdiich influenced 
and led him on, or never reasoned or thought upon them. The 
.SidAi s whole conduct opposes this allegation; his Ministers were 
bv our orders sounded on the alternative, and your Chief and 
t ouneil (»t C ossimbiizar advised us that he had declared money 
was not the thing he wanted, l)ut that we should desist from our 
fortifications, and ck'Stroy (»ur new woiks, bcc, 

28. The protection granted the family of Kaagbullob, (of which 
I have already gi\en a failhfull account) will, I also know^, be urged 
v\ith circumstances which never existed as matter of heavy 
complaint agaifiBl us, though the Suba never (that came to our 
know'ledgejWnade complaint about it. I will not vindicate the 
protection being continued to them until the decease of the old 

I have already, and I think justly, condemned it;* but (this 
excepted) I will hope the circumstances attending and urging it 
will be sufhcicnt to extenuate that part of our conduct. 

29. I am informed it has been cruelly asserted, and published 
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by the French that the bringing down the Nabob and his army, 
and the desertion of the fort. &c., had bem long a concerted 
scheme of the President and the rest of the gentlemen of Council 
who went off in the shiping, and they mention in proof as a 
torroborating circumstance myself and tbi other gentlemen of 
Council being left a sacrafi/e behind, r^ho tlKy say used generally 
to oppose their measures) with this further addition that they had 
embarked and carryed off with them the greatest part of the wealth 

the Settlement. However little right these gentlemen have to 
cx’ix^ct a vindication of their condnet fi<^m int vet here common 
justice to mankind forbids rny silence, and urges me to defend them 
from a charge, w^hich 1 from my heart believt' to be infamously 
false, not only as to the act but the inteiitii*n ; nor would I even 
lepeat a lit>el so scandalous and untrue, had I not received informa- 
tion that some of your ov\n si rwints had forwarded from your 
Subordinates (for want of a better) tlie publick narrative the French 
in Hengall sent to their superior> of the capture of Fort William ; 
in which narrative I hear the above cruel charge has a place 
in near the same terms I have recited it, with many other 
causes assigned for this misfortune, eciually void of probability or 
truth. 

30. It will by some, 1 doubt not, be represented to you, that 
Omychund was at the bottom of all the Subas councils and pro- 
ceedings against us ; the part he really acted under cover in this 
affair is difficult to distinguish and point out ; that he was much 
chagrined at the little influence he had in the Settlement for a few 
years last past is most certain; in applications to the Durbar 
(wherein he usually was tlie acting person between the Company 
and the Government) little use had been made of him, possibly 
more had been better. Be this as it will, it is most sure, he had no 
general weight in the place for these four or five years beyond 
what his wealth gave him, so that his name and reputation became 
lessened in the eye of the Government, as well as in Calcutta. 
Picqued at this and implacable in his resentment, it is not im- 
probable he worked with some instruments of the Durbar to embroil 
us in such manner as would make his mediation and assistance 
necessary, and thereby regain his credit and influence with both ; 
little imagining things would go the length they did : in which it 
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must have been most evident to him his own large possessions 
would be equally the Suba's prey with yours : that he advised the 
dispatch of Naran Sing to demand Raagbullob’s family, and intro- 
duced him into the Settlement, will not I think admit of doubt, n(j 
more than that he deeply resented his being turned out of it again. 
His endeavours with W’azeed to mitigate things, when he really 
found they were coming to extremities, was I believe sincere 
enough until his imprisonment by the President, an act of his 
power and sole authority, for which the pretence made use of was, 
in my judgment, by no means sufficient ; the correspondence 
detected between him and Rajaram harkarah (the Suba\ head spy), 
wffiich was read in the presence of many of us, contained in our 
opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your President even the 
consent or approbation of his Council for this step, or that I 
remember, ever required it. On his imprisonment his head jem- 
mautdaar jaggernaut Singh stabbed himself and set fire to his 
master’s house, and some of his women either butchered them- 
selves or were butchered by others in the family, which became a 
scene of much horror and confusion. It can hardly be doubted 
that Omychund became desperate in his resentments, and it is 
j)robabIe enough he ex])edited the inarcli of the Suba*s army, 
then advanced, I think, as far as Hankabazar ; and it is likewise 
probable that he then sent him the real state of the fort and 
garrison, and afterwards might (as has been generally suspected) 
from time to time h;i\e given him intelligence; but this is all 
conjecture; we only know, that his jcmviautdaar just now men- 
tioned surviving of the wound he had given himself, was put 
upon his horse and joiiu'd the Siihaj whom he informed of the 
transactions relating to his master’s imprisonment ; and when the 
enemy was repulsed nt Baagbazar he led the van of the army to 
the eastw’ard and directed them to the avenues by which they 
entered the ||\¥(lay. 

31. From others, 1 believe, you will be told, that the dismission 
c>f your dadney merchants was one cause of our misfortunes, arising 
from their endeavours at the Durbar to embroil your affairs at the 
aurungs as conducted by your own gomastahs, hoping thereby to 
get the dadney reassumed and themselves reinstated; nay some 
I have been informed have been hardy enough to urge and assert 
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that the large increase of your revenues zemindary was another 
very principal cause which drew the Suba s attention on the 
Settlement, though themselves, your President and Council, and 
1 believe the greatest part of the suhaiary, as well as my 
Honourable Masters, know the credit of that branch was only 
increased, without any innovations made in the branch itself but 
to its loss and disadvantage. Many more causes and reasons 
ecjually substantial will, I doubt not, be assigned and transmitted 
to you by such busy and very short sighted politicians as these : 
strangers to real ones, they think they shall not appear of any 
importance unless they assign S‘»ine, iu> matter how incongruous: 
but you will have now materials enough before you to form your 
own judgments. I think my conclusions on every cause that can 
be alledged for the extraordinar}' and unprecedented conduct of 
the Suba have facts and p^robability to support them. To you, 
Honourable Sirs, I humbly submit them, with this one conclusion 
more, that your situation in these provinces on a re-establishment 
will be such as to admit of only two alternatives ; that you must 
in future either keep such a fortification and garrison as will at 
all times be sufficient to force your trade against the opposition 
and extortions of the Government, or reduce your commerce to 
the footing of the Prussians and Danes, &c., without forts and 
garrisons at all, and on payment of the lowest dutys that can be 
stipulated. The immunities and priviledges granted you in your 
phirmaunds you find now are of no validity without a military 
e.xpence (more, I fear, than equivalent) to put them in force ; but 
on this subject it will be my duty to give you my sentiments on 
another occasion more at large, whilst at present I resume the 
thread of my narrative, brok^: off at the surrender of your fort and 
factory of Cossimbuzar ; the easy capture of which, concurring 
with [the Suba's] intentions beyond his expectations, not only gave 
the finishing stroke to his resolves but expedited and facilitated 
his march to Calcutta ; which leads me to a consideration of the 
immediate causes of its sudden reduction, most needfull to be knowm 
to my Honourable Masters, as the rocks and quicksands on which 
we have unhappily struck and split being fairly and candidly 
laid down, may prevent a second wTeck of your estate and 
trade. 
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32. These causes I will beg leave to investigate under three 
general heads : — [ist,] The state of our fortifications and garrison : 
f2nd,] The state of our ammunition, guns, and military stores: 
and [3rd,] the several errors and miscarriages arising from a 
deficiency (c>r rather a total want) of military knowledge or* 
order. 

33. To tile first article of my first general head, it will not 
become me to add much more than I have set forth in my letter 
before you of the 17th July, addressed from Muxadabad to your 
other two Presidencies of Bombay and Fort Saint George. The 
nature and extent of the power given to the committee of fortifica- 
tions, Messrs. Drake, \Vatt^. Scot, and Manningham, we have 
ever been kept strangers to: but I will venture to conclude, that 
had the money which was expended on the redoubt, drawbridge, 
(See., erected at Baagbu/ar, and that which -was meditated to be 
spent on the circuit of the ditch beyond our bounds, as also that 
which was disbursed on the batterys, (S:c., raised on the Suba\ 
ajiproach, been timely ajipropriated to the demolition of the houses 
round us, to have gnen a jirojier esplanade to the northw'ard, 
eastward and southward of your fort, the sinking a ditch round it 
well palisaded, it had been employed to a more important use and 
purpose, and have been a sufficient discouragement to the Govern- 
ment to have prevented any project or hopes of attacking it with 
any probability of success. I am sensible it will be urged the 
Governnient would have never suffered these measures ; a reasoning 

poU facia w'ill not invalidate my conclusion, for had it been 
thought of, or carryed into execution at the commencement of the 
old Suhii's sickness, w'hen every thing at the Durbar was in con- 
fusion, and both partys there employed on their own schemes 
and designs, the w^ork might have been effected without any let or 
hindrance, :\. perwauuah might possibly have reached us to prohibit 
our proceedings||but no troops could have been sent against us, 
whilst the atWntions of tlie clashing interests at the Suba's Court 
were taken up in securing each their own safety on his demise. 
^yhat might have been done during that favourable interval is 
sufficiently evident from the allmost inconceivable useless works 
w lich we accomplished during the space of a few^ days only ; and 
t e same plea which your President urged in his letter to the Suba 
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subsisted equally at the l^eginning of the old Suba*s sickness, when 
he had reason enough to be alarmed by the approach of a war 
with France. The ruinous state of the Line to the westward of 
tlie fort had been a reproach to your Settlement, and to every 
^hing bearing the name. of tortifications for more than tv o years, 
and was in just and strong iT v ill say ii. very dec* nt- terms 
reprcsentcid in a letter to the Hoard, by Mr. lasper Lt i^li Jones, 
the Captain of your Tram, I think in April or May 17 ^-' but no 
steps (were] taken to repair it until wc had reason hourly to expect 
the enemy at our doors. The whol^' ^.asterlx curtain had been 
for many years in so ruinous a (ondition a*^ not to i oara gun; 
one we fired from it. a threr or four pounder as 1 remember, 
which made its way through the terrace. 1 hrough this curtain 
from* the principal gat(* to the north-cast b.istion were struck out 
live or six large windows, so many breaches ready made for the 
enemy in a quarter too wlure we were most liable to be attacked; 
and to sum up the w’hole, the new li^oilowns to the southw'ard had 
rendered your tw'o southerly liastions useless to each other and 
to the whole southerly face of the fort, which eoiild not be flanked 
by a single gun from either bastion ; — hrom a consideration of 
these circumstances, joined to the incumbrance of the church and 
houses round us, and the other wants and disadvantages men- 
tioned in my hotter of the 17th July, it is self evident the place 
could not have held out an hour against an Luropean enemy. 

34. The state of y'our garrison comes next under view , a 
subject on which I could wish my duty to your service would 
permit my silence, as truths disagreeable to me in the recital and 
very unplcasing to you to hear must arise from the smallest 
scrutiny made in it. It is most irksome to a benevolent mind to 
rehearse the faults which may be justly charged even against the 
living, much more so against* the dead, become so in a great 
measure by their owm errors, and want of knowledge in the duties 
of their profession ; but the choice and appointment of com- 
manding officers in your garrison is now^ become so important 
a consideration to the well being of your service, th^t none who 
would have any claim to your favour or would be deemed faithfull 
to the trust you have reposed in them can be vindicated in con- 
cealing the truth from you. 
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35 , Your five commanding officers were Commandant Minchin, 
Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Witherington, and Grant; each of 
these gentlemen (Captain Clayton excepted) had seen service, 
either in Europe or on the Cormandel coast. Touching the 
military capacity of our Commandant, I am a stranger. I can*" 
only say that we were unhappy in his keeping it to himself, if he 
had any ; as neither I, nor 1 believe any one else, was witness to 
any part of his conduct that spoke or bore the appearance of his 
being the commanding military officer in the garrison. Whether 
this procc(*ded f;orn himself or his not being properly supported 
in his rank 1 cannot say; but such, I have heard, has been his 
allegation and plea for his supine remissnoss at a juncture which 
required tlie exertion of every quality he could have been master 
of. Your President, I remember, spoke to me more than once 
with much uneasiness at the beginning of our troubles, on the 
indolence of the Commandant, and seemed to think of breaking 
him. Had this measure been carryed into execution, it had been 
better for the service, and, I think, for that gentleman too ; the 
disgrace would have b<jen less, I believe, in the opinion of all 
mankind, than that which falls on him by his quiting the fort 
and garrison in the manner he did, whilst he bore the character 
of commanding officer in it ; but the mischief was we could not 
have stopped here : the next gentleman in command to him had 
never seen any service, and I am sorry to say demonstrated his 
want of the most essential requisites of a soldier. Had both 
these gentlemen been set aside and the next in command pre- 
fered to the coniniandantship it would have promised a happier 
issue for them and us ; and most assuredly this w'as no time to 
have regarded fi^rms or ceremony. Remissness or a deficiency of 
niilitary knowledge in ccunmanders when coming to action are 
equally fatal in their consequences, and are ever the parents of 
neglects, confusir^ and discjrdcrs ; and troops, I believe, are hardly 
ever known tj^cio their duty, unless where they have an opinion 
of as w'ell as love for their commanders. That neither was the 
case with regard to the two gentlemen above mentioned I 
believe the w’hole Settlement can witness with me ; and they were 
in no higher degree of esteem with their subalterns than .with 
their soldiers. The prefering Captain Buchanan, who was next 
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in command to them, would have obviated all the disadvantages 
we laboured under in this particular ; a gentleman whose character 
as a man and a soldier deserved a better fate than the unhappy 
^ne which befell him by the errors and misccndtict of others. 
The vacant companys would have born filh'd up w^ith those we 
had good reason to think (and who mdeed proved themselves) 
hrave officers. — The next in command to Captain Buchanan in 
the; battalion would then have bem Captain Grant ; a gentleman 
who had, during his stay in the garrison, remarkably exerted him- 
self in every duty which could ha^ bien expi c ted (mm him, and 
demonstrated no want of either .spirit or military skill, but much 
the contrary, however both may have suffered in the eye of the 
world by his quiting the fort with voiir President and for want of 
an opportunity of vindicating his cnndiiti by a proper enquiry 
being made into it. The Captain of your Train was a laborious, 
active officer, but confused; and would, I believe,. have had few 
objections to his character, diligence or conduct, had we been 
fortunate in having any Commander-in-Chief to have had a proper 
eye over him and taken care that he did his duty. Here we had 
a fatal instance of a remissness in command ; for that we had 
neither a sufficiency of ammunition, cS:c., nor that good, was 
doubtless as much* the fault of those above him, (whose duty it 
was to have inspected his conduct) as his ; but as this poor 
gentleman fell a sacrafize, as well to his own as to the errors of 
others, they should be touched as lightly as possible. 

36, Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have given you as faithfull a 
picture of the commanders of your five companys as I can draw, 
or as I [believe] can be drawn by any one else. Three of them, 
my wretched companions in the Black Hole, perished there, as 
did also all your brave subalterns (Ensigns Walcot and Carstairs 
excepted), where I will leave them and proceed to consider your 
troops in garrison ; consisting, as already mentioned in my letter 
of the 17th July, by the muster-rolls laid before us about the 
6th or 8th of June, of 145 in the batallion, and 45 of the Train, 
officers included, and in both only 60 Europeans. We were 
taught to believe, that there were at all your Subordinates at 
least 200 men, the best of our garrison, viz.j at Cossimbuzar too, 
at Dacca about 40, at Luckypore 30 and Ballasore about the 
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same number; but it is certain the numbers there barely ex- 
ceeded one hundred. Whether two hundred ought to have been 
there or not, I am not master enough of the subject to declare ; 
so am obliged here to refer to your President for your further 
satisfaction ; who (or in his absence your seconds had always^ 
the inspection of the rolls and mustering the people. Of these 
handful t)f troops in garrison there were not Hve who had ever, I 
believe, seen a musket lired in anger. Had the militia of the 
place been (agreeable to your orders per Gvdolphin, anno 1751) 
regularly trainc'^ to arms, they might at this juncture have been 
a most scast)nable supply: but this essential regulation, I am sorry 
to say, was totally neglected, so that when we came to action, 
there were hardly any am^ingst the Armenian and Portugiieese 
inhabitants, and l)iit few amongst the European militia, who 
knew the right from the wrong end of theif pieces, b'rorn the 
militia, about ^5, cbieily Europeans, entered volunteers in the 
batallion, (most < f them your own covenant servants) in whose 
just praise, 1 can bardl} say enough. They sustained every hard- 
ship of duty greatly beyond the military themselves ; their address 
in the use of tht ir arms was astonishing, the short time there was 
to train them considered; and though their bravery may have 
been ecjualled, I am sure it has not been exceeded, by any set 
of men w'hatcwer. A considerable body of these were on the 
Saturday morning relie\ed from duty, and were gone on board 
the ships to dejjosit their papers, or on other occasions relative to 
their private affairs ; as were likewise on the like call many of 
the militia with four of their officers, to wit, the Reverend Mr. 
Mapletoft, Captain - Lieutenant, Captain Henry Wedderburn, 
Lieutenant of tlie first company, and Ensigns Sumner and 
Charles Douglas, all of them gentlemen w'ho had failed in no 
part of duty, either as officers or soldiers, in defence of the place ; 
so that there i« no reason to doubt the veracity of their own 
assertions, in^’lflch they are joined by the volunteers : ‘ That 
they had no intention but to return to the defence of the place 
until they saw' your President, Commandant Minchin, Captain 
Grant and Mr. Macket quit it (Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land having quitted it before) and a general retreat rumoured;’ 
and indeed immediately after all means of returning were cut off 
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from them by the falling down of every ship, vessell, and boat. 
Thus, Honourable Sirs, you see our garrison, small as it was, 
reduced and weakened, both in its strength, officers and councils, 
in a very important degree, to the disheartening those who 
clayed, and encouragement of the enemy ; :jid when it is con- 
sidered, those remaining, including » tfirers. x’olunteers, soldiers 
and militia, did not exceed one hunriied and seventy Fiien, and 
that of those there w'ere .25 killeii, and alx)Ut 70 w'fHinde.c? before 
noon the 20th, and the whoK; exhaiisto-d of their strength by con- 
tinual duty and action, and our people of the Train reduced to 
14 only; it wwild not. I h<^pt‘, been w.iiidered at had w^e 

surrendered your fort without parley or capitulation, though it is 
certain we should not ha\e siirreiKlered our ^elvcs had not our 
own people forced tlie western gate during ilu parley ; for having 
no dej^endence on the clemencx of the eiuuny we had to deal with, 
we had meditated, in case thi‘ Sirni Grergr with her boats failed 
es, the forcing a retreat that night tlirough the southerly barrier 
by the river sid(‘, and have marched until we came under cover of 
the ships; then lying below Surman's Gardens ; imagining the 
enemy would be too much employed on the plunder of the fort 
to have molested us greatly in our retreat. 

37. On mv second general head 1 shall have little to say. That 
we had not pow'der sufticiont, and that we had, not good ; that we 
had hardly any shells fitted, or fuzes fitted to them; that there 
w'as hardly a carriage that would bear a gun ; that the 50 fine 
cannon you sent out tliree years ago, iiS and 24 pounders, lay 
neglected under your walls ; and that we were deficient in almost 
every kind of military stores, arc all truths will not admit of 
dispute ; but who is properly accountable for these defects, or 
under w'hose immediate care and inspection they w'ere or ought 
to have been, must, Honourable Sirs, be determined by your- 
selves. 

38. I am come now' to iny third and last general head, our own 
errors ; a subject, I am sorry to declare, too fruitful of matter, 
though bearing great extenuation w'hen it is considered we had 
in truth no military head to guide us; and that I may be as little 
tedious as possible I wdll wave the rehearsal of our smaller errors, 
and keep to those most capital ones, which variously, in niy judg- 
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mmty contributed to the loss of \our Settlement, and were the 
causes of embarrassing and preventing our general retreat, with 
tite public and private effects deposited in your fort ; and shall 
recite these in order r)f time as they happened, that if due heed be 
paid to them the like misfortune may be avoided in future. 

39. Our first capital error was the neglecting taking possession 
of I'anner’s Fort on our provisions being prohibited the Settle- 
ment and when tUere \vas no for^e or troops there to have opposed 
us. This measure in our first council of war I moved and urged 
with ever} aigumerit in m\ power should be done with 25 or 30 
men and a party of hnxojics, and that a batUTv of six gnrfs 
should be immediately erected there towards the northw'ard or 
land side. In this motion I was strongly seconded by Monsieur 
La Leaume and I think Captain Grant only, and consequently it 
was over-ruled. The utility I thought evident. It w'ould have 
secured pro\i>ions frcun the other sidt* of the river, or the Suha 
must have devide«i his forces ; it would ha\e secured the retreat 
of tlie shiping, it might ha^e been a retreat to ourseKes, or if at 
last drove from it wc* luicl it still in our power to destroy it in 
such wise as to havi' niideud it useless and prevented its proving 
a troublesome thorn in our sides, which it may possibly yet be if 
ever W'e advance again to retake your Settlement, as our ships 
must pass W’ithiii almost pistol shot (»f it. The gentlemen saw 
the utility of this me asm e t(K) late ; our ships were sent down to 
attempt the po^s^'-^^^ion of it; a great deal of ammunition W’as 
fruitlessl} thrown awriv against it ; our sliips received much 
damage, and weie obliged to make an inglorious retreat t» the no 
small encouragement ci the enemy and our disgrace ; and to sum 
up all the misfortunes attending this error, our ships in their 
flight with that part of the cidony, w'ho left the fort, were, from 
the fire they w’eie obliged to sustain from this fort, and the little 
order observed annmg^.i themselves, thrown into such confusion 
that several n^itboie, and some, the richest in the fleet, fell into 
the enemy’s hands and were* plundered. 

40. Our second capital error, with our small and untrained 
garrison, was, 1 conceive, raising the three advanced posts iMkd' 
batteries to the nc^rthward, eastward, southward, and at the Jail, 
which answered no purpose but exhausting, harassing, and de- 
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stroying the few people we had. If we, in place of this measure, 
had kept our force more united, Withdrawn Piccard and his party 
from Baagbazar, and taken possession with our musqtietiy of the 
Church, the Company’s, Messrs. Cruttenden’s, Eyre% andOmy- 
(ihund*s houses, the enemy could not have approached us without 
infinite loss and with hardly any possibility of sh:CoeSS. Prom 
these posts, close under the cover of our guns, our troops <So\ild 
hardly have been attacked, mucli less been dislodged, as we had 
sufficient proofs afterwards when the outposts were withdrawn ; 
or if there had appeared a necessity for abandoning them the 
retreat to the fort- was secure; (‘onsidtrably less tlian half the 
number of troops stationed at the outposts would have been 
sufficient for this service, and this important consequence had 
followed, a regular relief for duty, of which we had none as 
things were unhappily conducted, nui would that infinite cop* 
fusion and disorder in the fort have ensued, which did on with- 
drawing these batteries. The fort had been in a manner left 
defenceless for the support of them, and little benefited by the 
return of troops fatigued and liardly able to stand. — You have. 
Honourable' Sirs, an exact plan of your Settlement, and of every 
house in it, on insjK‘ction of which you will, at one view, see the 
inutility of these three principal outposts. That to the north- 
ward was erected to defend tlie pass between the corner of 
Mr. Griffith’s house and the river siile ; a precaution totally use- 
less, as you will find Mr. Griffitli’s liouse, your saltpetre 
and the whole street w'cre commanded by the guns on the north- 
east bastion within less than musket shot of your fort- That 
to the eastw’ard, at the Couit House, you will find comm^inded 
by the battery over the eastern gate, and from the old and new 
south-east bastions w'ithin musket shot. That to the Southw^ard 
was not indeed commanded by any gun from the fort, ,but field- 
pieces advanced a few paces without your eastern gate would not 
only have commanded that but the other tw^o principal avenues 
to the fort, if the battery on the gate and the north-east bastion 
had not been deemed a sufficient defence against the approach of 
the enemy, and had they advanced by the ditch to the southward 
of the burying ground, and up the avenue between that and my 
house, or penetrated through the Burying Ground, we still had 
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nothing to apprehend from them, as the whole square between the 
southerly face of the fort and the hospital and gate of the Burying 
Ground was commanded not only by the new south-east bastion, 
but by seven four pounders on the new f^odowns and our small 
arms from thence and the Company's house. Had the dispositic^p 
I have mentioned l>ecn made, and the walls of the Loll Baag and 
those oi)posite the Com])any’s Hiuisc levelled, it is more than 
prol>ahle tli' Subii at last would have been obliged to retreat with 
his army ; for it is plain he had none with him capable of erecting 
any battery that *.ouid have hurt us, (that whicli did us most 
damage being oiir own onghteen pounders turned against us from 
the Court IIoum'). and with their small arms there was hardly a 
possibility of ap|)r(»a('hing near enough to have affected us. — My 
conclusions, I lonoiirahlc Sirs, are on this head the result of 
reason and a l.ile fatal exptTieiice. and not of • art for 1 am no 
soldier; hut I cannot help thinking such would have been the 
salutary di^j)osition, liad we been ha]>))y enougli to have had a 
soldier at (uir lieiul, or a ('hief commanding officer in any degree 
skilled in the art of defeiict' : hut. in place of it, lines were formed 
which re(]uired ten times the number of men to defend : lucky we 
were in liaviiig an enemy who had as little skill *ind address in the 
attack as we in the defence, and much less resolution, or on the 
night of the ihth or 17th they niiglit have entered at four different 
posts, and cut oil the retreat to the fort of each of the live advanced 
hatteiies (including Baag Bazar and the jail), for not a gun 
could have been fired to cover their retreat but must have been 
equally levelled at our own troops, as at the enemy. In the 
avenue between Mr. Coale's and Oniychund's houses we sunk a 
ditch and threw up a bank within, which post, for want of people, was 
trusted to the guard of 4 pykes only. The importance of this post 
will appear in a moment, (from the plan of your Settlement before 
you.) thrcjugh whi^ the enemy might have thrown ten thousand 
men into the vc-^Tcentre of our Lines, before or as soon as we 
could have known any thing of the matter. In the avenue north 
of the. Court House tank [or pond] was another ditch sunk, which, 
from the same cause, was little better defended than the former, 
brom the south-east angle of the Park, to the corner of Mr. 
Lascell’s house, was a third, defended by a corporal and 6 men. 
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The fourth was at the entrance into the square of the lesser Tank, by 
Mr. Piitham’s house, and defended by a detatchment from the 
south advanced battery ; at neither of these four immediate posts 
were planted a single cannon, andf they might have been forced in 
tht night without the loss of ten men to the enemy, and the 
neglect of it cost them some thousands. I am the more particularly 
decided on this subject in proof of the error I have here censured, 
because from the plan before you you will be convinced from 
the situation of those posts that the fc>rcing any one of them in 
the night would have interri'pted the retreat to the fort of the 
troops stationed at all the advanced batteries, and caused the 
immediate surrender of the fort : and points out not only the 
danger and inutility oT these batteries but tlu‘ impropriety of 
forming an extent of Line we had not men to defend. And to 
cornpleat our blunders in engineeiing, a trench was sunk through 
your Park, from north to south, within little more than half 
muskett shot of your bastions, the earth of which proved (after the 
advanced batteries were withdrawn) a secure breastwork to the 
enemy, and from whence they did us the greatest injury with 
their small arms. W'e were it is plain engineers in theory only, 
with the additional misfortune that those in superior command 
eitlier had no judgment in the direction, or did not chuse to show 
it, whilst others who had probably better could not with propriety 
interfere ; to which I may add, we had neither time for projection 
or execution ; a still further proof we should have remained satis- 
fied in occupying the houses round us and trusted to our fort only. 

41. A third error, and which 1 esteem a capital one, was the 
neglecting to attack the rear oi that body of troops which sup- 
ported the enemy’s 12 pounder in the attack of the Jail the i8th. 
This body consisted of 5,000 chosen men and officers. 1 he 
troops that defended this post sustained the enemy’s attack for 
some time in the open road, before the Jail, with two field-pieces 
and their small arms ; but being intirely open to the enemy, and 
having some killed and several wounded, they were obliged at 
last to retreat under cover into the Jail with their field-pieces, 
having before prepared two embrasures for them in the wall, 
which commanded the avenue through which the enemy was 
advancing, and the post was obstinately and gallantly defended for 
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a great while, under the command of Monsieur Le Beaume and 
Ensign Carstairs. During the attack of this post, and just after 
the troops retreated into the Jail, we projected at the center 
advanced battery the attacking the enemy in the rear with 25 
or 30 men and 2 field-pieces, to be marched from the north 
battery, whilst we advanced two more from our post, with all 
our infantry and militia, and joined the troops at the Jail to make 
one general sally and attack on them in front, whilst the detach- 
ment from the northward fell on the rear by order of Captain 
Clacton, who commanded at the center advanced battery. I 
wrote strenuously to the President to let him know our inten- 
tions, and to re(]uest he would instantly order the detachment 
with a couple of field-pieces to advance into the middle road 
on the enemy's rear ; to which we received answer, that ‘ it was 
impossible, there were ncU men to send.’ The error 1 censure on 
this incident is the not sufficiently considering the importance of 
it, and the troops that might have been without danger or incon- 
venience detached 011 this service, had the north advanced battery 
been divested intirely of the musketry stationed there, and with 
the volunteers sent out the post w'ould have run no risque wffiilst 
there remained only a single officer and people of the Train suffi- 
cient to attend the l)attery ; or on the march of the detachment, 
(if it had been judged necessary) that battery might have been 
reinforced with a detachment of the militia from the fort, as ours 
had been the 17th at night under Ensign Charles Douglas, when 
Captain Clayton was ordered on a piquet of 50 men, to secure 
the retreat of Lieutenant Hlagg and the troops from Baagbazar ; 
or scune pef)ple might have been draughted off from the south 
advanced battery, which had not once been (or was likely to be) 
attacked ; the misfortune of this neglect will best appear from 
the almost c ertj^i n consequences wffiich would have attended the 
carrying it inllWxecution. There w^as no impediment that could 
have obstructed the detachment arriving directly close on the 
bagk of the enemy, who w^ould have been betw^een two fires, with- 
out hardly a possibility of a tithe of the whole body escaping 
a repulse and slaughter, w’hich, I am convinced, would have 
struck such a panick into the enemy, as, in all human probability, 
had obliged the Suha to have retreated, and droped his designs 
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against us. Touching the error, I am far from blaming your Presi- 
dent ; I only regret his misfortune of having no commanding mili- 
tary officer near him, who could have seen at first sight and con- 
vinced him of the important use this sally would have been to the 
^rvice. 

42. The abandoning the center advanced battery at the Court 
House, has by some been assisted as the cause of the loss of the 
fort, and consequently comes under the head of our errors, and 
requires consideration in the fourth place, the more so as I am 
convinced much stress will be laid on this cause by those who are 
totally strangers to the situation of things at that hatter3^ or the 
reasons which made it needfull to abandon it. — This post was 
commanded by Captain Claj'ton as eldest C aptain (next to the 
Commandant), myself as Captain of the first company of militia, 
was stationed under him. At this battery, with a detachment of 
the militia, we had on the whole, including officers, batallion 
volunteers, militia, and Train, about go men and 15 biixerries, 2 six 
pounders mounted on the battery, field-pieces, and 2 eighteen 
pounders, I'rom the most superficial view of this post, it was 
evident, to any capacity, that the enemy would never venture 
to make an open attack against it ; our musketry, for this reason, 
became useless at the battery ; the manifest and only service that 
could be made of them was stationing them in the houses round 
us which commanded the battery and the lesser avenues leading 
to it ; but this very important step not seeming to be attended to 
by Captain Clayton, myself and Captain Henry Wedderburn, 
my lieutenant, took the liberty to represent to him the utility and 
absolute necessity of this measure. Piqued, I fear, that a thing 
so obvious did not occur to himself, he replied ‘ there was not men 
enough ; he w’ould not weaken his post ’ ; though this most certainly 
was the only means of strengthening it. Often as we urged it he 
persisted in his error ; the consequence was natural ; the enemy 
benefiting themselves by our neglect, took possession of every house 
round us, and of the Play House also, after the Jail was aban-. 
doned in the afternoon, and from thence by half-past 4 in the 
afternoon were breaking out several loopholes bearing on our 
battery. About this time the enemy had forced the pass by 
Mr. Putham’s house, and had got in multitudes within our Lines. 
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They had also obliged the detachment from Captain Buchanan’s 
post, under Lieutenant Blagg, to retreat to the south battery. They 
had also obliged the guard by Mr. Lascell’s house which we had 
reinforced with 2 serjeants and 20 men to retire, and were seem- 
ingly advancing to attack our post in flank through the Loll 
Baag, and intercept our retreat, but having brought one of the 
eighteen pounders to bear upon them and sweep the whole 
easterly side of the lesser great Tank, \vc stopped their career 
with much slaughter ; the fort at the same time keeping a 
warm Are up<;n them from the bastions. Thus circumstanced, 
Captain Clayton ordered me (1 think about 5 afternoonj to go 
down to the fort and represent the state of tht* battery, and 
receive orders, whether the post should be withdrawn or main- 
tained. The orders were to withdraw it immediately and spike 
up the cannon we could not bring off. 1 returned with these 
orders, and, to my astonishment, found the 2 eighteen pounders 
and one of the six pounders on the battery spiked up, and the 
post in such confusion as bars all description. There was nothing 
could have pre\ented tnir bringing off the cannon, and making the 
most regular and soldier- like retreat, had w’c been commanded 
by an officer of resolution and judgment : but as it W'as, our 
retreat had more the appearance of a confused rout, bringing off 
only one field-piece, and the cannon spiked with so little art, that 
they Were easily drilled and turned against us. The orders for 
withdrawing this post circumstanced as it then was, carved the 
utmost propriety with it (the enemy having then made lodgments 
in the theatre and houses close round us), for though wdth our 
cannon and cohorii shells advanced w ithout the battery w'e dis- 
lodged the enemy from two of the houses, to wit, Mr. Bourchier’s, 
and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twiss ; yet, in an hour more, 
not a man cou^have appeared on the battery, or stired in or out 
of the Court Irouse, w ithout being k dead mirk to the enemy ; to 
say nothing of our people having been needlessly fatigued and 
harassed, to such a degree that I believe in two hours more not 
a man of us would have had strength enough to have walked to 
the fort. On the orders being issued for abandoning our post, 
precipitate orders were sent to Captain Buchanan and Captain- 
Lieutenant Smith immediately to withdraw* from the other two 
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advanced batteries, and spike up their cannon. The reasons 
pleaded and urged in defence for this hasty step was 'the absolute 
necessity of doing it as soon as the center battery was withdrawn.* 
To this I am obliged to object as a reason very insufficient ; if 
A\y reasons at all subsisted for their being erected and main- 
tained prior to the withdrawing the center battery, they subsisted 
as much if not more afterward® ; at least, there was no cause in 
nature for the order for spiking up the cannon. The south ad- 
vanced battery had never been attacked, the northerly had in the 
m9rning and repulsed the enemy : the only circumstance to be 
apprehended was the retreat of the troops being cut off, which 
was easily guarded against as wc knew the enemy was within our 
Lines. A reserve battery had been thrown ii]) across the principal 
south avenue, just opposite to the C'omp^any’s house, and close 
under the cover of the guns from the two southerly bastions, with 
intention that Captain Buchanan’s command should retire to it 
with his cannon, in case he was obliged to retire from the ad- 
vanced battery at the bridge ; but this was never thought of. At 
this reserve battery they could not be attacked, w'ithout infinite 
loss to the enemy : nor flanked from the intrenchment cut through 
the Park or Loll Baag, which, in its whole length, was scoured by 
our small arms from the church ; that and Mr. Eyre’s house being 
taken possession of on abandoning the center battery, which like- 
wise secured the retreat of Captain Lieutenant Smith’s command ; 
so that there could be no reason for quitting either of those posts 
in the precipitate manner they [did], which was the cause of infinite 
confusion amongst ourselves and of no small encouragement to the 
enemy, and proves a support to the censure I think I have justly 
passed on our second capital error, that it had been a happy 
incident if these outposts had never been thought of. I must not 
quit this subject without doing particular justice to Lieutenant 
Blagg and ten of -our volunteers, (8 of them your covenanted 
servants) viz,, Messrs. Law, Ellis, Tooke, N. Drake, Charles 
Smith, Wilkinson, Dodd, Knapton, William Parker, and Mac- 
pherson ; these gentlemen were detached from Captain Buchanan’s 
post to sustain a sergeant and i6 men postea in Mr. Goddard’s 
house to defend the post at Mr. Putham’s, and threw themselves 
into Captain Minchin’s house, from the top of which they made 
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a great slaughter of the enemy ; and when that post was forced, 
the Serjeant and his men made a precipitate retreat fo the battery, 
without once thinking of the gentlemen posted at Captain Min- 
chin’s, where these had a long and bloody conflict with a number 
of the enemy, most unequal, and at last forced a retreat, glorious 
to themselves but with the loss of two of their small detachment, 
riz., Messrs. Smith and Wilkinson, who by mistake was separated 
from the body ; the first refused quarter, and killed five of the 
enemy before he fell : the other called for quarter but was denyed 
it and cut to pieces. 

43. I have now brought you, Honourable Sirs, to the fifth and 
last act of our tragedy of errors, which brought on as fatal and 
melancholly a catastrophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any 
people, or colony of people, suffered since the days of Adam ; to 
wit, the Governor, Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, Macket, 
the principal officers, and a considerable part of the colony, aban- 
doning your fort, effects, and garrison, with the ships and vessells, 
whereby the retreat of those who remained was to all intents and 
purposes cut off, t() the number of about 1 70 persons, and left a 
sacrifice to an exasperated and merciless enemy ; amongst those 
four of your Council, a great number of your principal and valu- 
able covenanted servants, three military captains, several com- 
manders of ships, eight or nine commissioned officers, many of the 
principal inhabitants, and others. Our proceedings in this dis- 
tressful! situation I have in few words summed up in my letter of 
the 17th July from the capital of the province, which 1 beg leave 
to repeat here, lest that letter by any accident should not have 
reached you. 

‘ Mr. Pearkes waving his right of seniority, he, and the gentle- 
men in Council ^^ith the unanimous approval of the gentlemen in 
the service, the ga rrison and inhabitants, elected me their Gover- 
nour and admfflStrator of your affairs during the troubles, and 
suspended your late President, and Messrs. Manningham, Frank- 
land, and Macket, from your service, for their breach of trust ; as 
also the military officers who accompany ed them.’ 

In my letter above referred to, I indiscriminately blamed the 
whole who had left us, in which I may well be excused, for I had 
it not then in my power to make the just distinctions and 
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exceptions I have here already done ; for, in truth, it can be 
incumbent only on your Governour and Commander>in -Chief, 
and the gentlemen of Council, and the officers who accompanyed 
him in this defection, to vindicate, if possible, this piece of conduct ; 
nor can it be wondered that those neither in trust or command, 
should quit a cause, where those who bore the highest distinctions 
in both deserted it. That the fort was not tenable is a truth 
cannot be contradicted, any more than that a general retreat with 
all its effects, publick and private, might with ease have been 
effected, had those on whom it rested done their duty. When I 
mention a general retreat, I would he understood to mean no more 
than of the European inhabitants, the garrison and their familys ; as 
for the multitude of others which were (by an infatuation not to be 
accounted for) admited into the fort, to the number of 6,000 at 
least, they must liave been abandoned ; they would have suffered 
iKjthing by being left behind, and have caused much embarrass- 
ment and distress to the whole by being embarked. As I have 
before done justice to the officers of militia and others, who were 
embarked without (I am convinced) having any intention to 
abandon the fort, I must in this place likewise render justice, 
to the best of my knowledge and information, to the character of 
one of your Board, Mr. William Mackett. This gentleman had 
the command of the second company of militia, and [went to see 
his lady (and children) on board the Dodaly the 18th at night, 
where he left her dangerously ill about ii and returned to the 
fort, though the strongest persuasions] I am well informed, were 
used to detain him on board. Could any consideration or plea 
have been prevalent enough to shake that of honour, the situation 
of this gentleman’s family, joined to those persuasions, would 
have [determined] his stay ; but h'e returned to the duty his 
honour called him to, and with the consent and approbation of 
Mrs. Mackett. Early on the morning of the 19th, the President, 
Mr. Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myself and others were 
employed in cuting open the bales of cotton, and filling it in 
^2Lggs, to carry upon the parapets ; then (I recollect) Mr. Mackett 
intimated to me the unhappy condition he left his lady in the 
preceding night, and expressed his desire and intention to step on 
board for five minutes to see her. That this was the sole motive 
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of his going without any design of abandoning the fort, I am in my 
sentiments convinced of ; and is, I think, proved by the whole of his 
behaviour during the siege, and his return to the fort from the 
Dodaly the preceding night. With equal pleasure I would embrace 
any, even probable, appearance to justify the conduct of your other 
servants in higher trust ; against whom I with more real concern say, 
the charge lyes too heavy and obvious to admit of extenuation. 
The proof, and supporting this charge, I could wash a task imposed 
on any body else ; but unluckily none but myself is equall to it, as 
none can be so well acquainted with the circumstances attending 
it ; and however galling the remembrance of my own chains, 
sufferings and losses may be, they shall not influence me to deviate 
from truth, though such remembrance may urge me to terms of 
seeming bitterness, hardly unavoidable, when those sufferings can 
be attributed to naught but the unaccountable conduct I am^ow 
impeaching — a conduct which (however palliated by a thousand 
frivolous reasons) will justly lay your President, and Messrs. 
Manningharn and Frankland open to the censure of breach of 
trust, of the highest imprudence and inconsistence, and prove 
them strangers to the very dictates of humanity. 

44. In what degree either of the above named gentlemen may 
appear less culpable than the others, or really are so, is not my 
business to determine. This, Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your 
judgment and sentence, whilst I give you as faithful a statement 
of the facts as is in my power ; that, Messrs. Manningham's and 
Frankland's falling down from the fort with the Dodaly, and 
refusing to return to it and join our councils the night of the 
i8th, though more than once summoned to it by your President, 
were the primary causes of all the confusion that ensued, will, I 
think, hardly admit of contest. The defence those gentlemen 
make to exculpate themselves stands on the face of the Fulta 
Consultations oyj|(e 14th of July last,^ and is replyed to by me, on 
my return from Ball asore, in a letter to the Board at Fulta, under 
date the 25th of October last, a copy of which I hereunto annex. 
The departure of the Dodaly (of which those gentlemen were part 
owners) and their refusal to return w^ere the cause of jealousies 
and fears, wJiich otherwise would never have existed ; and the 
^ These Consultations are, unfortunately, missing. 
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g^arrispn were well vindicated in their conclusions, that when 
gentlemen, who bore the most distinguished characters both civil 
and military, had quitted and refused to return to their trust and 
duty, every man was providing for himself the best he could. 
Tihe captain of the Dodaly exculpates himself by producing from 
your President an order of the 15th of June, purporting that he 
should obey all such orders as he should receive from himself 
or Mr. Manningham ; and these gentlemen take the advantage of 
this order to prove their power and extenuate their departing 
with the ship ; a powt^r which devolved to Mr. Manningham for 
quite another purpose, and cannot be w rested, with either truth or 
propriety, to the purpose it is now pioduced to serve, as your 
President can well witness. The inspection and necessary orders 
to he issued in matters relative tv the Marine was offered and 
unc^taken by Manningham to ease the President and not 
with the intention that he should be thereby empowered to 
distress him and the garrison with the defection of that ship, and 
of quiting a trust which opened the way, and was I believe, in 
some measure, the cause of your President quiting his trust also 
on the succeeding morning, though I offer it not in sufficient 
vindication of a conduct not to be vindicated in one who bore the 
character of Governor and Coinmander-in-Chief of your fort and 
garrison. That things were in the utmost confusion I admit. 
That no proper order, rule or command was observed, is most 
true. That the proceedings of Messrs. Manningham and Frankland 
were suspicious and allarming, I grant ; but on whom will all this 
reflect and recoil ? Had, on the first refusal these gentlemen 
mcide to join our councils at this important juncture, the ship 
been remanded back under the cover of our guns, and a detach- 
ment sent to bring them to their duty, in place of their being 
suffered to wait for one to defend the ship from the hazard they 
themselves had brought her into without orders or knowledge of 
any one in the garrison, the measure would have spoke the 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief ; a thousand mischiefs had 
been avoided, nor he himself reduced the next day to the unhappy 
dilemma which at last ended in his following their example, to the 
destruction of those left behind, and with the knowledge that 
neither the Company’s treasure, books, or essential papers were 
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embarked, no more than the immense property then deposited in 
the fort, consisting of your own effects and of a multitude of 
others, left miserable and indigent by the desertion, in having 
all means cut off from them of saving it, and w'ith those very ships 
that were employed and destined for its preservation. Fortitude 
is not given to every one; and I may most justly plead excuse 
for any failure arising from our want of military knowledge. It 
could not he expected from us, but every act of common prudence 
will. If the lives of so many brave and valuable men, who 
perished by this conduct, merited no regard, the gentlemen’s own 
support with their Employers depended on their having a regard to 
their effects entrusted to their charge. As treasurers, it was 
encumbent chiefly on them to see that the treasure was embarked. 
This was a measure judged eligible in a council of war before 
the fort was judged not tenable, and sure ought immediately to 
have been carryed into execution. That coohys could not be 
obtained to carry that and the Company’s books off, as allcdged on 
the face of the Fulta Consultations, must appear to every body 
then in garrison, and indeed to the whole world, a pretence to 
palliate a needless panick, disorder and neglect. That [money and] 
effects w’cre that night embarked, is a truth known to every body ; 
and on supposition there was not a cooley in the fort, a single 
topaz could have embarked the last year’s bo(;ks, the Consultations, 
and the essential papers. Hut it must appear a fact beyond 
contradiction, that these, and everything else were sacrificed and 
abandoned to the consideration of these gentlemen’s own safety, 
though that no ways endangered but from the steps taken to 
secure it : for had we been joined in our councils, and the ships 
continued under the protection of our guns, or brought back, and 
any the least command exerted, we had it in our pow-er to leave the 
Suba the bare walls of your fort only, without a gun in it that 
could have beei^ j^ny use to him, or injury to us or the shiping. 
Had w’e remained united in our force, and proper spirit shewn, 
and examples made, what could have been apprehended from 
a few drunken Dutch soldiers, or a few seditious amongst 
the rabble of the militia. The President, Council, officers, 
gentlemen in- the service, volunteers, and principal inhabitants, 
were surely more than equall to quell any tumult that could 
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have been raised by those to have obstructed an orderly retreat 
with every thing of value deposited in the fort. Had this been 
done With proper coolness and resolution, and the whole colony 
l>roceeded as early in August as the fleet could pusli out to 
hbrt Saint George with the effects, publick and private, immense 
had been the gain to both. There proper measures might have 
been expeditiously consulted and adopted for the re-establishment 
of tht‘ Settlement ; and the remains of our shattered and distressed 
I'olony would have met repose and shelti r. This step \\ould have 
been eligible, even in the vvretchtd circumstancos they retired; 
but the misfortune is errors are fruitful and genuially beget one 
another. The panic which seized the gentlemen in command 
never lost its influence. The little sa\eJ was, in the general 
confusion, lost aj Tanners and l^u/budgea ; and in place of 
continuing their route to Fort Saint George the alternative of 
residing at Fulta was determined on, and such advices forwarded 
to that Presidency by Mr. Manningham as made it a case of 
necessity to remain there, under such disadvantages and distresses 
as I believe hardly ever a wretched people laboured, and at an 
immense expence to yourselves in supporting the colony and 
freight of ships for their reception and defence. Part of your 
expence, indeed, daily lessened by tht‘ multitudes of deaths here, 
which has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony and to more 
than half the detachment and officers sent under Major Killpatrick ; 
all which might have been a\oided by a prudent procedure to 
Madrass as above. Why this was not done in preference to the 
advices sent and our miserable residence here, I am a stranger, 
and have not yet received or heaid one tolerable reason to support 
the measure. It has been ailedged the quitting the river would 
have been giving up the cause. Had this been done it w^ould have 
been only giving up a cause already lost, and which they themselves 
had first abandoned. The fleet quitting the river would have 
lulled the enemy into a security which would greatly have facilitated 
the retaking your Settlement ; whereas our residence in it has 
kept them on the allarm, and preparations are made for the 
defence of it, which probably would never have been thought of. 
Nor is it possible, in my conception, to account for this strange 
perseverance in misery, heavey charge to yourselves, but from 
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these two motives, which swayed the councils of those gentlemen 
who had quitted your fort, garrison, and effects, whilst they bore the 
characters of command in it. Conscious and self-condemned of 
a conduct not to be vindicated, it became necessary that one 
of their own body should be dispatched to give the first impression 
of it. Had they proceeded with the colony, a hundred mouths 
would have been oj)en to report their conduct as w'cll as their own. 
This, Honourable Sir«;, must, I think, have been the principle they 
acted on, to allow them the shadow of consistence. If the gentle- 
men support their remaining in the river from other even probable 
reas(jns, I will be the first to retract iny stmtiments ; not m\ senti- 
ments al<me but that of near the W'hole colony. More, I think, 

I need not say in support of m\ charge against these gentlemen, 
that they justly incurr the c<*nsure of breach of trust, have acted 
with the greatest imprudence, and been consistent in nothing but 
errors from the hist moment the\ meditated abandoning your 
fort in the niannei the\ did. It remains only that I ])rove they 
might safely have retrieved this unhappy step by a return to It 
with all the shjj)s, and that, by this neglect, they not only further 
merit the censun* I have already passed on them but that of 
being stningers also to the vcr\ dictates of humanity. 

45. The Dudaly (w’ith Messrs. Manningham and b'rankland) and 
some other vessells fell dow'n the river the ibth at night. Your 
President, witli the rest of the ships, vessells and boats, follow’ed 
them the i(,th, about nine in the forenoon. They lay in sight of 
our fort and fiagg fiying iintill the joth. About eleven forenoon 
[they] saw the Saint our last resource, was aground and could 

not come down to f)iir succour, and heard us engaged with the 
enemy during all this period. They knew the desperate state they 
had left and aban<loned us in, without all possibility or means to 
escape or rt'treat, and this their owm doing.. They were sensible 
we had not amn^iition to defend the fort tw o days, or, if w e had, 
that our strength, with continued fatigue, w^atching, and action, 
was exhausted, and that we were reduced to the wretched alter- 
natives of either sacrificing our lives by resolving to dye sword in 
hand, or surrender ourselves to an enraged and merciless enemy ; 
and yet neither ship, vessell, or boat w^as sent to favour our retreat, 
enquire w'hat was our fate, or w’hether we existed or had perished. 
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To palliate this (I believe unequalled inhumanity,) the danger of 
returning with the ships has been, I hear, alledged. Captain Grant, 
in his letter to us, in vindication of himself, the 20th August, asserts 
be more than once urged your President to move up with all the 
^Wps and sloops before the fort, once in the presence of Captain 
^ oung, Commander of the Dodaly, vfho repn.sented it as a dangerous 
attempt. I submit it to you. Honourable Sirs, to determine whether 
ynur President ought to have remained satisfyed with an answer of 
this kind, or whether the ships would ii.we run greater risque in 
moving up to the fort thtiri they did in moving down from “it; 
or if there actually had been dangei m the attempt (of wha h there 
was riot even the shadow, whilst we remained in possession of 
the fort) was the preservation of the lives of so many brave and 
valueable men as were cooped up in il, with \oiir treasure, effects, 
books, &c., of such small estimation with these gentlemen as not 
to merit one attempt to retrieve them, though even this attempt 
had been attended w’ith danger ? Put it has been urged, that they 
were at no certainty whether we w^ere in possession of the fort or 
n(Jt, and by some conjectured that we had surrendered or the 
plac'e had been taken by assault, and that the flagg w^as only kept 
dying by the enemy to decoy the fleet back. — but if these w^ere 
the doubts that actuated them, wdiy did they not satisfy them- 
selves ? A single sloop or boat sent up in the night of the 19th, 
uiight have hailed us on the bastions, without risque, even had the 
place been in possession of the enemy, the contrary of which 
they would have been ascertained of, and the fleet might have 
moved up that night. This motion w'ould have put fresh spirits 
in us and given dismay to tlu* enemy, already not a little dis- 
heartened by the numbers slam in the day w'hen dislodged from 
the houses round us, and otherways, particularly by our shells and 
cannon at Lady Russell’s and the Court House. Had the ships 
moved up and our forces reunited, and part of the ammunition 
nn hoard them been disembarked for the service of the fort, the 
Suba at last might have been obliged to retreat with his army, or 
at worst the effects might have been shiped off the 20th, even in 
the face of the enemy, without having power to obstruct it, and a 
general retreat been made of the whole garrison, as glorious to our- 
selves, all circumstances considered, as a victory would have been ; 
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the gentlemen would then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minutest circumstance, for a general retreat, that would have been 
attended with no disorder, confusion, or difficulty, if proper resolu- 
tion and command had appeared. Had your President, as was 
encumbent on him, hoisted his flagg on board the Dodaly, of which 
he was likewise part owner, and moved up even the 20th, not a man 
or vessel! but would have followed him, and he would then have 
been early enough to have given a new face to things ; but, in 
place of that, he rendered himself totally inexcusable, by not only 
qiiiting us himself, hut in telling otliers, and amongst them some 
of the officers of the militia then on board the DodaIy\ that the 
retreat was general ; therein cooling the resolutions and endeavours 
of those who were returning to us. and had never once entertained 
a thought of quitting the fort. The want of boats has been another 
cause alledged for a general retreat not being practicable. Were 
there any grounds for this assertion, where did the fault lye ? 
Though there might have been few boats at the Crane Gaii^ when 
the President went off, yet it is a 'known truth that the wharfs 
to the right and left were lined with them, and that not onc^of 
them stired from the shore until immediately after he put off, 
when they all rowed cross the river, most of them w'ith grain on 
board ; and this desertion occasioned by neglect of the obvious 
measure of having a sufficient guard over them. But to obviate 
every excuse that can possibly be urged against the facility wdth 
which w'e could have made the retreat general, I w ill suppose there 
had not a country boat existed, those belonging to the ships and 
the small craft brought close in shore would have been amply 
sufficient to have embarked the effects, garrison, and their familys, 
w'hich we had not at all despaired of effecting, even with the 
Saint 3 or 4 boats, (had she happily came dowm to our 

succour) and the assistance of Captain Witherington’s pinnace 
then lying at thej||anc. But, in short, Honourable Sirs, it is not 
to be wondered at, that, in a panick such as here evidently pos- 
sessed those in the chief command and direction, means the most 
obvious should either not occur or be neglected, nor that handles, 
the most weak and improbable, should be laid hold of to extenuate 
the conduct resulting from it. As such I think myself justifyed, in 

' The chief landing-place of Old Fort William. 
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treating every reason advanced in vindication of these gentlemen 
quiting your fort in the manner they did, and not returning, 
when they had it so demonstrably in their power, and thereby losing 
the means of saving your treasure, books, and effects, of preserving 
the lives of the many gallant worthy men, who perished in their 
defence and thus fell a sacriftze, of preventing the tears of the 
fatherless children and widows, left destitute and unhappy, as 
well as those of the many parents and relations deprived thus of 
the ornaments of their familys in the miserable death of a number 
of the most promising youths you ever had in your service, and 
lastly, of saving myself and others, your faithfull servants, from 
chains, shame, and imprisonment, with other distresses and suffer- 
ings hardly to be described. 

46. This subject^ Honourable Sirs, disagreeable as it is, I must 
not quit, without speaking to an aspersion^ which has been spread 
in the fleet, and I doubt not elsewhere, that, ‘ those who were left 
behind, and some of the principal of them intended going, had not 
the means of d(ung it bei'ii cut off from them, and so made a virtue 
of necessity.’ This assertion 1 will venture to term bold as well 
as base, being founded on the conjecture only of some, with 
impotent hopes to reduce others on a level with themselves. The 
intentions of the heart are impenetrable but to the breast it 
dwells in, therefore I can only say, 1 solemnly believe that not a 
man left in the fort had any intentit)n or design of quiting it but 
in a general retreat, nor could aught be discovered in their 
behaviour that either did then or could since give me cause to 
alter my sentiments. As to myself, against whom I do not 
question but this slander is chiefly aimed ; it has also been as 
audaciously said, that I was not only privy to your President’s 
going aw'ay but was to have gone with him. Of both he has 
honourably and publickly acquited me. My knowing myself free 
from this scandalous imputation of intending to quit your fort 
(otherwise than in a general retreat) is not enough ; it is my duty 
to convince my Honourable Masters likewise, that such could not 
be my design; if it had, my motives were superior, the means 
equally in my power, and the reflection less in proportion to the less 
command and trust invested in me. These gentlemen declare they 

^ See vol. i.p pp. 64 and 166. 
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embarked no private effects belonf^mg either to themselves or con- 
stituents. The Diligence snow lying at my gat, I sent orders the 
i8th afternoon from the out battery, to embark my cash, plate, 
essential papers,, and some jeweIJs, and in all to the value of about 
fifty to fifty-two thousand Arcot rupees, which was done by my 
own people, my servant*? hcivin*^ before brought me word every 
cooh in the Settlement was employed in emptying the rice boats 
at the factory, so that the\ could not get people to carry them to 
the fort, where most people's valuable effe('ts were deposited. My 
godoiois being unfortunately full of heavy and cumbersome goods, 
there w'as no possibility of embarking them or depositing them in 
the fort, though my house so far detacheii as surely to be one of 
the first ]’)0sscssed and plund< red by the eneinv, w'hich so happened. 
Had m\ intention been to abandon the Si^ttlemeiit, the temptation 
was great, and still greater as tlu* whole remains of my fortune then 
in Calcutta W'as embarked, the means in my own hancK, the vessell 
under no command but my own, without an\ possibility of my being 
obstructed the whole night of the iSth or the morning of the 19th. 
If such had been in\ design, I might ha\(' laid hold of the pretence 
to accompany Mrs. Drake and the ladys embarked on board the 
Diligence about eleven the night of the itSth, or afterw'ards when 
I requested and sent Monsieur Le Heaume with three of my 
servants to embark on board that vessell, for the greater security 
of h(T and the ladies. Such w'ere the opportunities, and such 
w^ere the temptations I had to have quited your fort, but the 
thought never entered my breast, nor that it could enter the 
breast of any one else, wdth the certainty there w'as of the 
retreat being general the succeeding night ; that I neither 
did go nor had a semtiment that tended to it I am still 
happy in, notw’ithstanding all my sufferings, and though with 
this reflection, that had I gone, I had in all human prob- 
ability saved theJi^ove remains of my fortune, w'hich fell a prey 
to the enemy the 21st' at Buzbudgee, w'ithout any one friendly, 
humane or salutary step being taken by the fleet, or those who 
commanded in it to preserve the snow : the officer on board, 
having weighed in the general rout and accompanyed the other- 
ships without my orders or knowledge. As to our having ' made 

^ Thib should be the 24th 
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a virtue of necessity , ' these gentlemen should be the last to re- 
proach us, or take an advantage even in expression of the necessity 
they bad reduced us to. That any has assumed a virtue from it 
I do not believe. We did our duty and no more, in defending 
yQur property as long as was in our power, which certainly is a 
virtue comparatively considered [with resjxsct] tt* those who did 
not do their duty. 

47. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have with strict truth, to the 
utmost of my knowledge and remembrance, traced out and laid 
before you the causes and various capital errors, which caused 
the loss of your Presidency and your Settlements in the provinces. 
Necessary as it has been, 1 am sensible by what I felt myself 
on this subject how unpleasing to you, therefore will not give 
you further pain than in the addition of a few lines, explain- 
ing the manner ydtir fort was surrendered, on which I find I have 
in my letters from Muxadabad and Hughley been rather too short. 

48. Having been pressed at different times on the 20th by the 
gentlemen of Council and others to throw out a flagg of truce, 

1 opposed it as much as possible, foreseeing the little utility would 
arise from it, considering the enemy we had to deal with, and 
that they were as perfectly eicquainted with our distressed situa- 
tion, as we ourselves ; however, to quiet the minds of ever}^body 
as much as in my power I caused a letter to be wrote the 20th, 
early in the morning, by Omychund who was left a prisoner in 
the fort, to Raja Monick Chund to the following purport : — 

‘ That, as he and his house had always been a friend and tenant to 
the English, we hoped to experience it on this occasion, and that he 
would use his influence with the Suba to order his troops to cease 
hostilities ; that we were ready to obey his commands, and persisted 
only in defending the fort, in preservation of our lives and honours.' 

At this period I was at no certainty of the Snba's being at 
the siege, and all the hopes I had from this letter, or a flagg of 
truce, was to amuse them until the Saint George came down, and 
that we might have the night to make our general retreat in. 
About noon, as I before observed, the enemy were repulsed from 
the attacks they made this day to the northward, and a cessation 
on both sides ensued for more than two hours, and not one of 
the enemy were to be seen ; the gentlemen of Council, officers and 

VOL. II. 24 
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inhabitants still pressing me, I was prevailed on to consent to a Sagg 
of truce being thrown out before dark. About 4 afternoon word was 
brought me that one of the enemy was advancing with a flaggin his 
hand and called to cease firing, and that we should have quarter if 
we surrendered. This was judged a favourable juncture to answer 
it with a flagg of truce ; accordingly I repaired with the flagg on 
the original south-east bastion, where Captain Buchanan was then 
posted, and ordered firing to cease. I had a letter prepared with 
me, addressed to Roy Doolub, the general of his forces, 

‘ Importing an overture to cease hostilities till the Suba could 
be wrote to, and his pleasure known.* 

This letter 1 threw over the ramparts, and hoisted the flagg of 
truce on the bastion ; the letter was taken up by the person who 
advanced w ith the flagg, who retired with it. Soon after multitudes 
of the enemy came out of their hiding places roiind us, and flocked 
under the walls. A short parley ensued, 1 demanded a truce to 
hostilities untill the* Suba's pleasure could be known ; to which I was 
answered by one of his officers from below that the Suba was there, 
and his pleasure was that we should immediately strike our colours 
and surrender the fort and ourselves, and that we should have 
quarter. I was going to reply when at that instant Mr. William 
Baillie, standing near me, was slightly wounded by a muskett ball 
from the enemy, on the side of his head, and word was brought 
me that they were attemj^ting to force the south-west barrier, and 
were cuting at the eastern gate. On being ascertained of this, 1 
ordered Captain Buchanan to point a cannon from the bastion 
which flanked the eastern curtain and told them to withdraw from 
the walls or I would instantly fire amongst them. They withdrew, 
and I immediately took down the flagg of truce, and steped to the 
parade to issue orders for a general discharge of our cannon and 
small arms. The moment I arrived there, Captain Dickson, (who 
now comman^l^he Lively grabb at present in your service) and 
just after him Ensign Walcot came running to me and told me 
the*, western gate w as forced by our own people and betrayed. I 
instantly sent Ensign Walcot w'ith orders to see if there was no 
possibility of securing it again. He returned and told me it was 
impossible; for the locks and bolts were forced off. On this I 
returned to Captain Buchanan’s post, and found some of the 
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enemy's colours planted on the bastion. I asked him bow he 
came to suffer it He replyed he found farther resistance was 
vain, for that the moment I had left him advice was hroiight him 
of the western gate being betrayed, and turning myself I saw below 
multitudes of the enemy, who had entered that way, and others 
who had scaled by the south-west bastion and the new godowns, 
that bastion and the barrier, as I afterwards leaint, having been 
deserted at the time the western gate was forced* To the first 
jemmautdaar who scaled at the south-west bastion I advanced 
and delivered my pistols ; he told me to order instantly our colours 
to be cut down. I replied I would give no such orders, they 
were ' masters of the fort and might order it themselves. He 
demanded my sword; I refused delivering it but in presence of the 
Siibii, on w'hich the jemmautdaar carryed me round t>e ramparts, 
opposite to where the Suba was below without the walls; from 
thence I made him the customary salaam, and delivered my sword 
to his jemmautdaar ; the Suba from his litter returned my salaam, 
and moved round to the northward and entered the fort by the 
small western gate. I had three interviews with him that evening, 
one in Durbar. At first he expressed much resentment at our pre- 
sumption in defending the fort against his army with so few men, 
asked why I did not run away with my Governor, &c., seemed 
much disappointed and dissatisfyed at the sum found in the 
Treasury, asked me many questions on this subject, to all which 
I made the best reply s that occurred, and on the conclusion he 
assured me, on the word of a soldier, that no harm should come 
to me, which he repeated more than once. The consequence 
proved how little regard was i)aid to this assurance, for I was with 
the rest of my fellow sufferers about eight at night cramed into 
the Black Hole prison, and passed a night of horrors 1 will not 
attempt to describe as they bar all descriptions. On the ensuing 
morning, (the 2ist June) I w'as taken out from amongst the dead, 
and again carryed before the Suba more dead than alive. He 
seemed little affected. I told him the miserable catastrophe 
of my companions; he answered me by saying he w'as well 
informed there was an immense treasure buryed or secreted in the 
fort, and that I was privy to it, and commanded me to point out 
where it was hid if I expected favour (one of his jemmautdaars had 
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told me on the way the cause of my being sent for, and advised 
me to make a full discovery, or that I should be shot off from the 
mouth of a cannon the next half hour). I urged every thing 
possible against the information he had received, or that if such a 
thing had been done I was totally a stranger to it ; but all I coftld 
say seemed to gain no credit with the Suba, who ordered me a 
prisoner under charge of one of his generals, Mhir Modun, and 
with me Messrs. Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my 
letter from Muxadabad, to which letter I beg leave to refer for the 
account of our subsequent sufferings, and to subscribe myself, with 
the most perfect respect and duty, &c., (S:c.— J. Z. Holwell. 

114. Letter from Dr, IT. Forth to Council at Fulta, dated CJiinsura^ 
II December, 1756. 

Honoukaule SiK AND SiKS, — Your Honour, &c.'s, favour of the 
2nd I received the 8th and would have immediately set out for 
Cossimbuzar had not the Dutch business been stopped at Houghly 
and their futtacks shut by the Fouzdars order. I have been 
detained ever since, and finding there is no appearance of the 
dispute being likely to be made up for some time I have this day 
employed a friend of mine who is intimate with the Fouzdar to 
have my boat passed. 1 hope to succeed and I shall set out to- 
morrow. On my arrival here I was informed of two Moor men of 
distinction, great friends of the old Nabob, whom I was acquainted 
with when I attended the Durbar, one of them Nusheroutaula 
Khan, the other Fackeir Mahomet. I sent to Houghly to 
advise them of my being here, as they had been enquiring for 
me, and that I would visit them, hoping to learn what news passed 
at the Durbar, they having lately left Muxadavad I believe afraid 
of meeting with the same fate with most of the old Nabob's inti- 
mates. 1 heyjJIrne to see me at Mr. Bisdom’s, from them I learnt 
the following particulars viz,: That Shocutt Jung’s rashness had 
been the ruin of himself and all his party. He is certainly dead, his 
three brothers w’ith all his family prisoners at Muxadavad in the 
house of Hassein Kouly Khan. The battle was fought on the banks 
of a small' river some distance from Pooronea. The two armies 
[being] situated at some distance from it on each side, in the after- 



BENGAL IN 1756-57 


53 


noon some spies returned to Shocutt Jung’s camp and advised him 
that Souragiid Dowla was advancing with a small party of men. He 
immediately mounted his horse and with a favourite and 

Soo men marched across the river with a design as it was thought 
of observing the enemy, for he had left orders for the rest of his 
army to follow him. When he came in sight of the enemy and 
Hnding them advance fast, th(' jatnmadar advistid him to retire 
across the river and join his troops as it was too late to bring them 
and next day attack them with his whole force. Finding him 
^till going on, he spoke to him again and told hirn that he judged 
the best part of Souragud Dowla's forces was in sight, that he 
thought it rashness to attack them, and desired him to consider 
the consequence that would attend his defeat, and in case of his 
being killed it wpuld be the ruin of his party and family. He 
gave him no answer but that he would not return till he had seen 
his brother^ Souragud Dowla. On he went and a little before 
sunset the engagement began. He fought bravely. So did all 
with him and was at last shot in the temple by a gunman be- 
longing to Golaum Shaw, but not before he had seen the death of 
most of his people with him. Souragud Dowla was not in the 
engagement but about 6 miles off. He had dressed that day 
Jaffer Ally Khan’s son like himself and sent him out with the best 
part of his army. This was what deceived the spies. On the 
news of Shocutt Jung's death his army fled. Souragud Dowla 
marched on, took possession of the province and all Shocutt Jung s 
family prisoners, appointed Rajah Mohonloll Governor and re- 
turned triumphant to Muxadavad, and to finish all has at last 
received his phirmaund from the King ; it cost him two crore, two 
lack, 50,000 rupees. A copy of it is come down here. He has 
likewise taken a particular account of his riches; they amounted 
to sixty-eight cyore of rupees some lacks in silver and gold exclusive 
of his pearl and other jewels. They likewise informed me that 
Juggutseat and Omichund are endeavouring to make up matters, 
and that Coja Wazeed is called on that account. There is two 
things they say that the Nabob will not give up, that is the mosque 
and the name he gave Calcutta; that a Fouzdars [residence in 
Calcutta] , and some other articles he made a point of, is dropped or 

1 The Hindustani word bhai, or brother, would be applied to a cousin. 
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at least will not be insisted on. Coja Wazeed left Houghly the gth 
for Muxadavad. Monickchiind is likewise called upon. He leaves 
Calcutta in a day or two. Hukembeg and family turned out of the 
country and Meer Seer Joudy in his post. I last night received 
your Honour, &c/s, duplicate of the 2nd and a letter from Mr. 
Keir^ with two letters for Juggetseat enclosed. I shall take care 
to have them delivered. 

I remain, &c. &c., William Forth. 

P.S. — There was about 5,000 of Souragud Dowla’s people killed 
and wounded. He himself was not there. 

115. Letter from Admiral \Vaho 7 i to Mr.Bisdom, dated ‘Kent’ 

at Cidpee, 14 December 1756.“ 

The late misfortune which has befallen the English East India 
Company who have been violently and unjustly expelled from 
their Settlements in this province, plundered of their property and 
treated in their persons with the greatest barbarity, accompanied 
with every mark of ignominy and contempt, is the cause of my 
coming here with his Britannick Majesty's squadron, to reestablish 
them in their Settlements, rights and priviledges, to procure them 
ample satisfaction for all the injuries and insults they have re- 
ceived in their properties and persons, and to wipe off the stain and 
indignity in some measure offered to all European nations in the 
Nawab's treatment of the English. 

With views and designs so every way just and equitable, I fully 
persuade myself, I have no opposition to apprehend either secret 
or open from any European nation whatsoever, more especially 
from one so long and so closely connected w'ith us in the strictest 
alliance and friendship. 

Convinced of this truth, I should have deemed it unnecessary 
to have acquaint^you with my resolution of making war on the 
Nawab and his STOJects, had I not been made acquainted since 
my arrival here that he has demanded your assistance, both of 
ships and men, to act against the subjects of the King my master, 
my duty to whom obliges me to acquaint you that should you 

^ Mr. Keir, a surgeon, acted as Secretary to the Secret Committee at Fulta. 

® Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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j;rant him the assistance he demands I shall regard any such act 
as. an open declaration of war and act accordingly. 

I should be extremely sorry to find myself necessitated to make 
^uch a return to the good and humane offices you have so lately 
rendered to my poor unhappy countrymen, (,f whose distress I have 
:i very just and tender sense. 

I have the honor, &c. &c., Charli-.s Watson. 

II 6. Ammin ^fanjcy's Report} 

That he went with the Nabob to Muxadavad, when the Nabob’s 
lent was embarked on board his boat ; that the Nabob proceeded 
U) Sicklagully and then to Rajahmaul ; that from thence with his 
troops he passed over to Poorenea ; that his boat with the Nabob’s 
tent went among ^he rest ; that four days afttr a battle ensued; 
that eighteen elephants were caparisoned like the Subah\ ; that 
lu: v/as mounted on the last of them ; that in the battle he was 
wounded by a ball in the breast and with an arrow in the cheek, 
and fell and w'as j)ut into a palankeen; that a rout ensued; that 
half his troops under Rambux Hazarra joined the Poorenea 
Nabob ; that Doostmahmut Cawn and other officers fell in the 
l>attle ; that the Siibah with about i,ooo troops fled tow’ards 
Muxadavad, wfliethor he is dead or not nobody knows, that is 
t among other boats) ; and himself <S:c. were imprisoned by 
Ainanaut Cawn (Suffrage Cawn’s son) for the space of 20 days ; 
that in this space he was often brought before Amanaut Cawn, 
and being a riot - of Calcutta was interrogated touching the 
Subah's treatment of the English and capture of that place ; that 
at last they dispatched him with a large packett sealed with seven 
seals, giving him sixteen rupees and a suit of cloaths ; that the 
seals were those of Shockut Jung, Amanaut Cawn, and five more 
principal men ; that they ordered him either to deliver the packett 
to the Governor or Zemidar to whom they told him it was 
addressed ; that in case he was molested on his passage to throw 
the packett into the river or destroy [it] to save his own life; 
and that he should deliver in place of it a verbal messuage to this 

* An instance of the very untrustworthy native intelligence to which Clive refers 
m his letters of January 8 , 1757 . 

A subject or tenant. 
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sfiTect, ‘That they had received a letter from us, and that their 
hearts and powers were ready to render the English restitution 
and justice ; that they w'ere preparing accordingly and bid us 
hold ourselves likewise in content and readiness.’ He likewise 
adds that he thinks from all appearances the Subah is dead, ^1 
orders issuing by orders from the and that on the side of 

the Poorenea Nabob a first cousin and a principal Gentoo was 
killed and about i,ooo men, but on the side of the Subah three and 
four thousand killed and a much greater number drowned in their 
flight cross the river; that the King's pun^^ah was erected on the 
van of the Poorenea army and that they are waiting the arrival 
of fourteen thousand of the King's troops which were hourly 
expected: that being arrived on this side Bungwan Golla he was 
stopped by the Subah's people and imprisoned ‘ten days, three of 
which he was in irons, and, being fearful of his life which they 
had often threatened, he threw the shoe in which the packet! was 
sewed up into the river ; that he believes he was betrayed by 
somebody, for that they three times almost drowmed him and like- 
wise tortured him over fire to make him confess whether he had 
papers in his trust. 

n;. Letter from Colonel Clive to Raja Manickchund, dated 
15 December, 1756. 

Upon my arrival in these parts from Madras I was informed 
that you had shown a great friendship and regard for the English 
Company, for which I w’rite to return you thanks. I doubt not 
but as you have hitherto f)rofessed a desire to serve the Company, 
you w'ill at this time, when their affairs must require it, retain the 
same disposition in their favour.^ 

118. Letter from Admiral Watson to Mr. Bisdom, dated H.M.S. 

‘Hint ’ at Culpec, 16 December, 1756.- 

SiK, — Since my arrival at this place I am informed by Mr. 
Drake and his Council, that some time ago they applied to you 

^ The Kaja replied amicably and sent Radha Krisna Malik as a con 6 dential agent 
to Clive ^ Very similar letters were sent by Clive to Jagat Seth and Coja Wazid on. 
8 January, 1757 .' 

“ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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for the assistance of your pilots, which at that time you were not 
able to comply with as several of them were indisposed in your 
hospital. I hope that objection is by this time removed, and 
from the friendship subsisting between the States General and 
tfie King my master, I doubt not you will upfm the receipt of 
this letter assist our endeavours to bring the Governernent to 
proper terms by sending me immediately as many of yout pilots 
and masters capable of takirtg charge of ships as are not employed 
01 can possibly be spared, which will oblige, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most huinbie ser\ ant, Cm vklk*^ Watson. 


iiij. Translation of an extratt from a letter fmm the French Council 
at Chanderna^orc to the Superior Countil in the Isle if France, 
dated 16 December, 175^).* 

We think, gentlemen, you \Nill be astonished to learn the 
principal circumstances of the revolution which has just driven 
the English from all their Settlements in Bengal. We wall give 
you a very brief account of them. 

The Nawab, Siraj-uddaula, having, contrary to every one's ex- 
pectation, succeeded his grandfather Aliverdikhan, in the month 
()f April, as Suha of Bengal, the English hatl speedily a most 
terrible experience of the violent and passic)nate character of this 
young Prince, w'hom they had irritated by their arrogance and the 
shelter they had given to one of his enemies. Driven to extremities 
by their bravados, he first treacherously seized a little fort w'hich 
they had near the capital, and then came with a formidable army 
to besiege them in Calcutta, which w'as their chief Settlement on 
the Ganges. 

The vanit}’ of the English having persuaded them the Moors 
would never dare to venture so far, they were so surprised and 
terrified that thev lost their heads and could not profit by any of 
those advantages which Europeans have over such contemptible 
troops. Though numbering 600 w'hites, well provided with all 
sorts of munitions and sheltered in a regular fort, they made 
scarcely any resistance at all after the Naw'ab's arrival. The 


^ Pondicherry Records. 
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Governor himself, Mr. Drake, with the Commandant of the troops, 
the greater part of the Council, officers and inhabitants, and 
all the women took refuge on board the ships which were in the 
port. The few soldiers, who had remained in the fort, refusing to 
recognise any authority, disorder prevailed to such an extent ihslt 
the white flag was displayed on the afternoon of the 20th, i.e. 
after three days’ siege. Hut the Moors, before the capitulation 
was arranged, crowded to the gates and, as no one fired on 
them, easily burst them in and entered, killing all who tried to 
resist. The plunder in the Settlement and fort was immense as 
the English had not taken the precaution to embark their wealth. 

That was, so to say, only the beginning of their ills. The 
prisoners to the number of 200 having been hurriedly shut up in 
a warehouse were almost all suffocated in one night. Those who 
survived, especially the chief men, after having suffered all kinds 
of misery and after having been dragged in chains to Murshidabad, 
the capital of Bengal, were sent back (to us) by the Nawab in the 
most deplorable condition, which we tried to alleviate in every 
possible way. 

The lot of those saved in the ships has been hardly less 
wretched. Having with difficulty gained the mouth of the river, 
they have since endured all the bad weather of the Rainy Season, 
and at the same time been embarrassed by the numbers of women 
and children with whom their ships were crowded. This, joined 
to the bad provisions which were all they could obtain, (juickly 
caused a kind of pestilential sickness which carried off many of 
them. 

The capture of Calcutta drew' with it the ruin of all the small 
factories which they possessed scattered over Bengal, and now 
they do not retain a single establishment in this kingdom. Since 
this sad revolution only one vessel has arrived from Europe. It 
brought them 25dlfcien from Madras, but this reinforcement not 
being large enough, they have planned no enterprise §0 far. 
They ejcpect every moment the arrival of a squadron of six ships 
of war and five of the Company’s, which left the Coast on the 14th 
October and which brings them 1,000 Europeans and 3,000 
sepoys. There is no doubt that with these forces they will be 
strong enough to retake Calcutta, which is now defended by only 
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a small number of Moors. But besides the fact that its capture 
will not recoup them ... the colony being entirely ruined and 
plundered, it is not certain that they will be able to maintain 
themselves in it against all the forces of the Nawab. What is 
absolutely certain is that this war must derange commerce, as it 
drives all the merchants away. 

Since the above was written the I'nghsli squadron has arrived 
in the Ganges. The Director received a letter snrne days pre- 
viously, by which M. Verrier, Chief of the Surat factory, informed 
liiin that a small vessel, which \vb.s sent express by the English 
</hief at Bassora and arrived al Bombay on the 5th October, 
brought letters from London intimating that war had been declared 
between France and England the 17th May preceding, that the 
Cjovernor of Bombay had announced this by I 'eat of drum in his 
island, and had immediately sent pattamars express to the Com- 
mander of the English squadron in the Roads at Balasore so that 
lie might profit by this news and capture any of our vessels which 
were entering or going out of the Ganges. This news obliged us 
to postpone the departure of the Ruby. But the frigate Danae 
which has just arrived having passed without any difficulty makes 
us think that the English, whom we cannot suppose ignorant of 
the aforesaid news having other things to think of do not intend 
to avail themselves of their (superior) forces n gainst us, and the 
owners of the Ruby have in consequence determined to despatch 
this vessel promptly in order to profit by these favourable cir- 
l umstances, which make us suppose that the English think they 
must be careful in their behaviour towards us. Consequently 
we are going to work so as to despatch the La luivoritc as 
quickly as possible. 


1.20. Lcttcy fro}}i Dy* IF. Fovtli to 3/?^. Dvdk^ ut Fultci, dated 
Chvi!>ura, 16 December, I75^- 

Honourable Sir, — I hope you will forgive me in not answer- 
ing my promise before now. Please to take what follows as facts 
that I was acquainted with and know to be true, afterwards I 
shall mention reports and from whom they came. When Amabeg 
came on our factory he did not know for what reason, his orders 
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from Mirza Ellis (who acted as Naib ^ in the absence of the Nabob) 
was to go directly with the forces under him to the English 
factory under the conduct of Mirza Hassan Ali son to Huckembeg 
and follow such orders as he should give. When I went to see him 
next morning I asked what was the matter, his answer to me was 
‘don’t you know?' I told him w^e did not, and was very much 
surprized \^e should have forces sent on us without any previous 
notice or complaint. He said that he heard in the way the 
Nabob was angry at some works that we and the French were 
a-making, and was given to understJind that his affair with us 
would soon be over, and then he was to be ordered on the French 
factory. To the last this man thought always that the Nabob’s 
intention was only to domcoti'' us, or frighten us (his message to 
Mr. Watts) till he heard of Mr. Watts being gone out of the 
factory ; then, as he told me afterwards, and hot till then did he 
believe he had any other design, and to the last imagined affairs 
would be made up below, and often sent me word In’ my servant 
that there was a treaty set on foot. Golaiirn Shaw received 
orders the joth of May t(j march and join the above which he did 
that very day and came on our factory that afternoon about 4 
under the conduct of Mirza Hassan Ali. This jammadur if I 
remember right Mr. Watts conversed with for some time but 1 
believe learnt nothing of the Nabob’s intentions from him. The 
1st of June came iour jammadars more, C assini Ah Cawn, Kissore 
C^awn and two Persians. Being well acquainted w'ith the two 
former they immediately sent for me (observe that all orders 
issued from Cassim Ali Cawn, being immediately under Koydullub 
and commanded all the other jammadars that w ere on our factory). 
I went and after the usual compliments I begged to know^ of him 
the reason of the Nabob’s sending such numbers of forces. He 
told me that the Nabob w^as very angry that w^e w^ere enlarging 
the ditch, buij||ing new^ w'orks, particularly a drawbridge and 
small fortification^' beyond it by Chitpore, and that if they w’ere 
demolished everything would be quiet again, and desired me to 
acquaint the Chief and tell him to write a letter to the Nabob 
directly, and Kissore Cawn would carry it. I returned, acquainted 


^ Deputy Governor. 


‘To frighten. 


> Mr. Kensair 3 octagon. 
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Mr. Watts with the particulars ; a letter was wrote and got ready 
to be given Kissore Cawn in the afternoon when he and Cassim 
Ali Cawn came to see the Chief as they promised me they would: 
hut [they] not coming the letter was sent to Kissore Cawn tvho 
refused carrjung it for fear of the Nabob’., anger, having rct eived 
dispatches that afternoon to inform them the lactOT}^ would be 
attacked next day, which was accordingly intended but put a stop 
to by a letter Mr. Watts wrf)te Roydulluh. The contentb I am 
not acquainted with; however the effects were Mr. Watts going 
to the Nabob in the evening aceompaiiied by your humble servant. 
The paper Mr. Watts signed in Roydullub’s teni I presume you are 
well acquainted with. It was one article that if of the Nabob’s 
subjects were then in Calcutta they should he delivered up, some- 
thing to this purpose. Thus sir, 1 have given y)U the particulars 
that I was acquainted with till the loss of our factory and the 
making my escape the 5th of June from thence, 2 days after the 
Moors were in possession of it. Some things may escape my 
mtjmory but I believe not to the purpose, either one way or other. 

I shall now inform your Honour what I heard afterwards, and 
from whom, reports only for 1 don't know them to be fact, and 
this was after the factory was given up, for 1 don’t remember 
to have heard anything more than this before that time viz. that 
the Nabob had wrote you and the French to desist from making 
any more works, the French returned for answer that they were 
only repairing a bastion that had been hurt by lightning but 
desisted immediately on receiving his letter. The answer you sent 
was more plain and seemed to hint that you would go on notwith- 
standing his orders. Wither it is so or not, you must certainly 
be the best judge, and if I remember well it was this letter that 
put him into a passion when he made use of the expression that 
he would scourge the English out of his country. A design at 
least to humble us I believe in my conscience was intended be- 
fore that time. But to proceed, the 4th June in the morning the 
Nabob was encamped at Monkorah ; he sent a eunuch to the 
factory to bring all the horses to him. Amongst them was two of 
mine, I was advised to send my servant along with them in hopes 
that when he knew they belonged to me that he would return 
them, but was disappointed. My servant went to Golaum Ali 
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Cawn than Arresbc^ey. He called him into his tent and, before 
Hodgee Mindee, former Arresbegey to Shaw Hamet Jung, and Aga 
Meer a favorite of the old Nabob’s, told him that Mr. Drake’s letter 
to the Nabob and the detaining of Kissendass, the ill treatment 
Narainsing had met with — several complaints beingat the same thne 
made of the disrespect to his orders and proud behaviour of the 
English in general— was originally the cause of all this unhappy 
affair. From than he went to Narainsing who repeated the same 
complaints and much to the same purpose. When the Nabob 
returned to Cossimbuifar, Juggut Seat came to visit him at the 
second’s house. He repeated to him the many insults he had 
received, the detaining his subjects that had wronged him and 
fled to them for protection, and, says he, ‘ I have never forgot the 
behaviour of one of the Chiefs here. When I came one day to their 
factory with niy mother I sent to let him know that we wanted to 
come in and sec it. He refused it. This,’ says he, ‘ has stuck 
by me ever since.’ This I had from Jacob John an Armenian 
who was than present and came that night to the Dutch factory 
to acquaint me of it. The above affair was in Mr. Eylis s time, 
but contrary to what he says, for Mr. Eylis sent him word that 
his gate was optm for him, but that he could not prevent the 
soldiers seeing him or the ladies with him. He returned for 
answer that he did not mind the Europeans but desired the black 
people might be turned away. However he did not come but 
walked round the factory with his mother. Before I left 
Cossimbuzar I went to the city to see some of my old acquaint- 
ance, both Moors and Gentoi^s, and remained there two days. It 
seemed to be the general oj)inion that the keeping of Kissendass 
was the occasion of the Nabob’s resentment, though all agree that 
he had acted wrong by distroying a body of people that were the 
principals in enriching the country by the large trade carried on, 
and sooner or ^ter he would be sensible of it ; that if we could 
remain quiet for a few months they did not doubt but of his own 
accord he would invite us back again if it pleased God to give him 
a right way of thinking, for that without our return they looked 
on the country as ruined and trade would daily decay, which 
they were then not a little sensible of. 

Thus have I given your Honour both facts and reports that 
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I knew or heard of and wish there may be anything in this 
account that may be of service. Omichund and Coja Wazeed 
how far they may be concerned in it I cannot possibly say, 
but it was reported that a letter from Omichund to the Nabob 
ajjvising him to make a speedy march to Calcutta before the 
ships arrived, it would be an easy conquest as they had very 
little military and but a few inhabitants, Europeans, at that time; 
that Omichund for some ye4irs past has been endeavouring to 
make himself respected at the Durbar, to gain the friendship of 
the Nabob and the principal officers about him, which he had suc- 
ceeded so well in that in short he could obtain any favour almost 
he wanted — witness the pcrwannah he obtained from Souragud 
Doulet to engross all the ophium trade at Patna and that none 
shcnild be bought or sold but by him. What fUfficulties the Dutch 
and French had before they could get that oidei broke throw and 
leave to purchase their ophium as formerly ! I forget now what 
money they paid to have it passed. The respect paid his gomasUih, 
l>aulkissen, by the principal men at the Durbar, always admitted 
and made much of whilst our vakeels were never looked on or had 
liberty to go to the Durbar but when sent for, and if they had 
occasion to go with any particular message in regard to the Com- 
l)any s affairs they must first go to the houses of the principal officers 
to acquaint them and ask them permission, and not often granted 
without much solicitation. It will naturally be imagined that it 
must have cost Omichund much money, but far otherwise; his 
Durbar expences I have been well informed seldom amounted 
to above 15 or the most 20 thousand rupees per annum. Presents 
to the Nabob of trifles was the principal method he used, and a 
little money properly distributed amongst the officers. There was 
no trifle but he bought, be it ever so mean, only rare or had not 
been brought out before, — even cats he used to purchase. I shall 
give your Honour an instance which I was an eye witness of. 
About 2 years ago he had got a large Persia cat, which he sent to 
the old Nabob. I happened to be at the Durbar that morning 
when his gomastah brought it in. Finding the old man very 
much pleased with it he took the opportunity to acquaint the 
Nabob that Omichund had a quantity of ophium and saltpetre 
lying at Jullongee which came down with the Begum's ophium (the 
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present Nabob’s mother) that was to go alltogether to Hughly, but 
that remaining there so long he should loose the opportunity of 
selling it ; begged that the Nabob would give an order that he might 
take out his concern from the Begum\ and send it down in boats of 
his own. This was immediately granted, the ophium and saltp^y-e 
was taken out and sent down. I had occasion to go from the 
Durbar to the Bcgum\ who was at that time my patient. When 
I came in she was very angry having just heard of the order 
obtained, and said that Omichund could have anything he asked, 
even to her prejudice, and that the Nabob had granted him leave 
to take his ophium away, which he would sell first and she would 
loose the sale of hers. She w'anted the old Nabob (her father) to 
recall the order but in vain. The periL'annah for engrossing the 
ophium \\as got by a present of a horse and a clock made this 
Nabob,— the clock was to have been paid for, so Chawnd the 
watchmaker told me, charged at 2,oou sua/s. About two months 
before the old Nabob's death w’hcn I was sitting with him and 
his hopefull son, there was some complaints made to him in regard 
to the English, — w’hat it was I can't tell, — but he turned round to 
me and said that he had more trouble w ith the English than all the 
Europeans together. Souragud Doulet made answer that it was 
true and that they had not a friend in Calcutta but Omichund : he 
was the only person kind to their people w’hen they went there and 
that took any notice of them. This was said in much passion. 
Some officious flatterer who [w’as] desirous to mend the matter, 
answered the English are a very proud, haughty people and showed 
little respect to Moormen. This, sir, is what I have heard and 
known of Omichund, and as Coja Wazeed w'as ahvays mentioned 
as one that w'ent hand and glove [with him] it was imagined that 
he was concerned with him in every branch of trade, and I have 
often heard it mentioned by many people both GenUws and Moor- 
men that he [^ppichund] would be the ruin of the English at last 
if he lived but a few^ years longer ; that he had ruined by his 
schemes every black merchant in the place, and, being disap- 
pointed of having the providing of the principal part of the Com- 
pany’s investment by the methods fallen on of sending our own 
gomastahSf being backed [? thwarted] in his views, was determined to 
make himself considerable at the Durbar in hopes that at last by his 
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interest, the whole management of our affairs there would Call 
into his hands. That it could have been the case at last I am 
fully persuaded except some other method had been fallen on, for 
that of a vackeel was of little or no use, nay I don’t know if they 
have not at least for some time been of dtservice and often been 
the cause of disputes. I believe there may have been a design to 
reduce or humble us before the old Nabob’s death, for when the 
news of the destruction of Angria arrived it occasioned a good 
deal of talk ; they spoke of our wars on the Cormandel Coast, 
that the French and us divided the .ountry at hist between us, 
and w^hen the old Nabob asked me at that time why we kept 
Arcot and some other places, I told him that it wns put into our 
hands as a security for the great debt owing the Company by 
the Nabob Mahomed Ali. Just about this time Shaw Hamet 
Jung’s Befriim retired to Mootey Geel, as it was thought, to secure 
herself and effects in case of the old Nabob’s death. An affair 
happened, which in itself very triffling {sic) and not much to be 
regarded, yet I believe it irritated the present Nabob much, as 
he is one that never has almost forgot any slight or affront put on 
him in the old Nabob’s time, has given convincing proofs of it 
since he has had the power in his hands, for few has escaped his 
resentment. About fifteen days before the old Nabob died his 
son came in and with a face full of resentment and anger ad- 
dressed the old man thus: ‘Father, I am well informed the 
l-nglish are going to assist the The old Nabob asked 

me if it was true, I told him that it was a malicious report of 
some who were not our friends and raised on purpose to preju- 
dice him and his son against us, that the Company were mer- 
chants and not soldiers, and ail the troubles that had happened 
since their first settling in Bengal, which was nigh a hundred 
years, if he would inquire he would soon be satisfied that we never 
had joined any party or enterfeared in anything but our trade, nor 
had they ever any dispute with the Government on that head. How 
many soldiers have you in your factory ? Answered about 40, 
gentlemen and all included. Have you never more ? No, only 
when the Marratoes used to be in the country, but as soon as 
they were gone they returned them again to Calcutta. Do you 
know if the Dutch or French have had any soldiers come up? I 
VOL. II. 25 
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can’t tell. Where is your ships of war ? At Bombay. Will they 
come here ? Not that I know of as there is no occasion for them. 
Had you not some here about three months ago ? Yes, there 
comes one or two yearly to carry provisions to the rest of the 
ships. What is the reason you have these ships of war in these 
parts of the late years ? To protect the Company's trade and for 
fear of a war with the French. Is there a war betwixt you and the 
French ? Not at present but that we were apprehensive of it. 
He turned/ round to his son and told him he did not believe a 
word of what had been told him. Souragud Doulet answered 
that he could prove it, on which the old man desired me to send 
our vackceL On the return of the vackccl, I asked him what the 
Nabob said to him, which was word for word almost with what I 
have mentioned. The report of the English’s going to assist the 
Be^uin arose from one Bailey, a corporal in the train at C(^ssim- 
buzar, who going often to Muxadavad to buy horses for the gentle- 
men pretended likewise to the cure of some particular disorders 
and often went to the Moormen's houses to physick their horses. 
The A^ahdha, a son of Suffrage Cavvn, being under the protection 
of the and apprehensive of disputes with Souragud Doulet 

after the old Nabob's death, was desirous of entertaining some 
Europeans in his service. Knowing l^ailey, he sent for him to see 
one of his horses, and asked him if he could get him any men. 
He told him that if he would give him good pay he would enter 
into his service and get him more, he went five or six times to 
this youth, when some way or other Souragud Doulet heard of it 
that he was taking English men into his pay. The Agababa was 
spoke to about it and orders sent to Bailey to come no more 
there. This is what I learnt some time afterwards from Mirza 
Emam lEix under whose immediate care the A^abaha was. That 
poor youth was after\N ards sent prisoner to Dacca. This was the 
affair that IjHelieve nettled the Nabob a good deal and if the 
reports are to be credited it was the advise of the old Nabob to his 
spn to reduce the power of the three nations, but more particu- 
larly ours, for what with our conquests on the coast, the destroy- 
ing of Angria, and the libertys granted us in Bengal by our phur- 
mand, he was apprehensive that at last we should demand after 
his death all those branches of trade cut off from us by him and 
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former Nabobs which our phurmand gave us a right to, and if not 
granted might involve his son in troubles by bringing our forces 
into his country, and the consequence might be a conquest of 
it to the ruin of his family, and that he thought a timely severity 
woitld prevent it. Some will have it that his advice to his ^on 
^^as to turn the English entirely out of his Lountry, but, trace the 
chaiacter of this man from the earliest accounts we have of him, 
\\c shall find that he was too wi<e, too good politician, his hole 
conduct shows it, ever to advise his son to such measures as to 
liurt his country and lessen his revenue^ by so false .md impnidenl 
.1 step, well knowing the advantage ot trade, espcctalJy that part 
• airied on by the English, snjicrior to all the l^.nopeans joined 
together. Thus have I finis}H‘d and made gr>i>d my promise to 
your Honour later than I intended it, some things I have men- 
tu»n(;d that may be wide from th(‘ first design, however they may 
have their use. Accept the above from one who wishes you all 
'^access and believe me with much respect, 

Honourable Sir, «S:c. cS:c., William I'okth. 


i-ii. Letter from Dr, William Forth to Secret Committee at Fulta^ 
dated Chinchuruy 17 Daenibcr, 175O. 

Honourahle Sir and Sirs,— Notwithstanding my endeavours 
to procure a dusiick with, to go by land or \\ate.r, I have not 
been able to obtain one. The nth the lum^dar of Hughly 
j'romised me one next day. When 1 sent for it he refused 
granting one to any European, having then just heard from 
Monnickchund of the arrival of oar fleet, who [Manik Chand] had 
'^ent exfiresses to the Nabob to advise him and wait his orders. 
1 lie Foxizdar was then dispatching letters to the same purport. 
"1 hey have both received their orders the iGth, Monnickchund to 
go to Budgbaggee, the Fouzdar to Tannah and to defend those 
places ; in case they should want assistance to let him know 
^nd he would be with them in three days. The former is gone 
and with him most of the forces at Calcutta, having left about 500 
the last ; the Fouzdar sets out to-morrow ; but I believe not, as 
pretends to be now sick to avoid going. They stop all boats 
^low at Calcutta either going or coming, they say to make a bridge 

25—2 
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at Tannah to hinder the ships passing, and that they have 
ordered all the ships and vessels at Calcutta to be sent down 
filled with earth and intend to sink them opposite to that fort 
where the passage is narrow. The person who brings this news 
says he saw the ships moving down, that they have laid hold on 
all the Dutch boats at Calcutta going down with the Company’s 
goods, taken the goods ashore, and loading the boats with what 
furniture and goods remained still in Calcutta, with a design I 
believe to make off as soon ns our ships come in sight for Hughly, 
so the chief mate of the Dutch commodore (who was kept there a 
day) judges from the confusion and consternation they are in and 
when he came to Barnagorc he says that there w’as crowds of 
people running away from Calcutta loaded w'ith all kinds of things. 
For several days past numbers of large boats passes by this place, 
with cottons, furniture and many other kind of goods for Hughly. 
This place at present i.s pretty rich. If my information is right, 
during the time the Nabob was gone against Shokut Jung there 
was many people at Muxadavad sent their effects dowm. I 
suppose there will still be something to make it worth while to 
])ush up immediately after the taking of Calcutta, as it will 
jn'event the runaways joining and making a stand as intended at 
Hughly and save a good deal of goods that will be carried off by 
the other forces if suffered to remain any time, fur they don’t seem 
to think that place in much danger. I'ackeer Mahmod whom I 
mentioned in my last, from whom I have learnt something 
mentioned in my former, being I belitive afraid of staying longer 
at Hughly, came yesterday to take his leave, and informed me of 
what follows, that the Nabob’s tents were ordered out under 
pretence of going a hunting ; some say he is going against the 
Bonbisnapore Rajah — but he thinks his hunting tends this way ; 
that he wa^a good deal surprized at the news of the ships 
being arriv* having been informed from the Europeans that it 
was only a report in order to facilitate our negociations and that 
we had few forc'es or ships to send to our assistance at Madras ; 
that there had been some means used to interrupt the treaty lately 
carried on, by whom he said he could not tell but intimated the 
French, from the following message sent the lo at night, by 
Monsieur Renault the Chief of Chandernagore ; whilst he was 
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there, Renault's Chobdar came with his master's cnmpJiments, that 
the En/^lish being returned with their ships of war and a great 
force and not being then friends, as he well knew, requested that 
he would order his peons to seize any of their people that should 
but of their bounds, for which they shottld be rewarded ; that 
ihe English had employed people privatel}' to cair\' them off by 
suffering them twenty rupees per month, they only giving >> as 
customary; that they were ap]»rehensive of losing them all and 
having none left to defend their fort in case of a war with the 
li^nglish, which they werr apprehen-^ive of. H( informed me 
likewise that there was a number of spies gone down to learn our 
force, and thinks the Nabob will use some means to bribe the 
hlack troops that are come. He further adds that if we were 
cnee firmly established in Calcutta and in no danger of losing 
It again, there is many of the principal people of the country 
would fly to us for protection with their families and riches in 
case we would admit of it. He wished us success and said if we 
would get the Nabob in irons the whole country would be glad of 
It, for that at present they had nothing that they could call their 
nwn, his mind was taken up with nothing but getting of money, it 
did not signify by what means. His other favourite passions 
drinking and women. He has discharged Omarkhan and turned 
him out of his country, likewise Dunmahomet and Golaum Shaw, 
both of them considerable men, especially the former. They each 
flaimed the credit of their people killing Shokut Jung in hof)es of 
getting the reward formerly offered, but the Nabob told them that 
liis orders was not to kill his brother, but to bring him alive that 
he might make a friend of him. As they had disobeyed his orders 
he would not take away their lives though they deserved it, but 
ordered them away immediately out of his country ; that there 
Was many more he intended to discharge, but believed he would 
defer it till he see how affairs went on a little first. I intimated if 
some of those he had discharged would not, if properly applied to» 
engage in our service; his answer w^as not to attempt it. till we 
had once beat him, for none would be so rash to hearken to a 
proposal of this kind whilst things were in this situation; if we 
succeeded we then might have them, as they were souldiers of 
fortune and would take service wherever they had the first offer. 
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he promised to write me by one of his people as soon as he arrives 
at Muxadavad and inform me what news. His advice to me was 
on no account to move upwards even if I could obtain the 
Fotizdar's diistick, but to wait a few days till I heard from him, for 
that if forces should he in the way down, I might be plunddted 
and ill used. The Dutch are close shut up both by land and 
water, and there is no appearance of its being over. I dispatch 
these co^sids express, there being no other way open to convey 
them, and wait your Honour ^x.'s orders what I shall do, whether 
to proceed upwards if an opportunity should offer, or join the 
fleet by the first oj^portunity, or remain here to gain what informa- 
tion I can in regard to the Nabob's motions, or employ some 
people to go up the country and bring what advices they can 
inform themselves of. What your Honour 6 lC. will please to order 
I will put in execution if possible. 

I am, lSic. lS:c., William Forth. 

122. Letter from AdniivLil Watson to the Xawah, dated I-LM.S. 

* Kent,' at Fulta, in the Rivo IJui^hly, i; DcccmhcVy 175b. 

The King my master (whose name is revered among the 
monarchs of the world) sent me to these parts with a great fleet 
to protect the East India Company’s trade, rights and priviledges. 
The advantages resulting to the Mogid's dominions from the 
extensive commerce carried on by my master's subjects are too 
apparent to need enumerating. How great was my surprize 
therefore to be informed that you had marched against the said 
Company’s factories with a large army, and forcibly expelled their 
servants, seized and plundered their effects, amounting to a large 
sum of money, and killed great numbers of the King my master’s 
subjects. 

I am com( 4 fc)wn to Bengal to re-establish the said Company’s 
servants in their former factories and houses, and hope to find 
you inclinable to do them that justice as restoring them an(i as to 
their ancient rights and immunities. As you must be sensible of 
the benefit of having the English settled in your country, I doubt 
not you will consent to make them a reasonable satisfaction for 
the losses and injuries they have sustained ; and by that piece of 
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justice put an amicable end to these troubles and secure the 
friendship of the King, my Master, who is a lover of peace and 
delights in acts of equity. What can I say more ? 


12^^. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Xait'iih, dairJ 16-17 Deiembery 

1756. 

The occasion of my comiiig here yr>ii are already inftjrmed 
bv letters from Nabob Sullabut Jung and Annaroody Cawn and 
from Governor Pigot. You have likt %vis( heard,! make no doubt, 
that 1 have brought with me a Jargei military for< than has ever 
appeared in Bengal. You will judge it therefor.' prudent both for 
your own interest and the w^elfare of your ('ountry to consider 
maturely how injuriously the English settled in the provinces 
Mn<ler your jurisdiction have been treated by your people, their 
houses and factorys seized and detained, their effects to a large 
amount plundered, and gmi/ numbers of the Company's servants 
and other inhabitants inhumanly killed. These are acts of violence 
which I hope you do not approve of, and I expect you will take 
care to have them severely punished. Your power and personal 
bravery arc universally known ; my reputation in war is likewise 
established by being ten years continually in the field upon the 
('oast, in which time my undertakings have always been attended 
iby the blessing of Providence) with success ; and I trust in God, 
that I shall be as fortunate in these parts. Should necessity 
oblige me to proceed to those extremitys one of us must [be] over- 
come, we cannot both be victorious and I leave you to reflect how 
uncertain the fortune of war and whether it is your interest to 
risque so previous [? precious j a decision — to avoid it, you must 
make proper satisfaction for the losses sustained by the Company, 
their servants and riots, return their factorys and invest them in 
their ancient priviledges and immunities. By doing this piece 
of justice you will make me a sincere friend and get eternal honour 
to yourself, and save the lives of many thousands who must other- 
wise be slaughtered on both sides without any fault of their own 
What can I say more ? 
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124. Translation of a letter from Mr, A. Bisdom to Admiral Watson, 
dated Hugli, ig December, 1756.^ 

Honoured Sir, — I have the honour to bid your Excellency 
welcome in the Ganges, intelligence of which reached us in yowr 
Excellency’s esteemed missive of the 14th instant. 

In respect to the warning contained therein to lend no assist- 
ance to the Nawab, I know my duty too w'ell to enter into a course 
of action contrary thereto, even if (which Heaven forefend !) 1 
should thereby again be exposed to the fury of His Highness and 
to a fine similar to that which has already before this been extorted 
from the Company on that account, to the amount of about five 
lacs of rupees. 

May God bless your Excellency in your enterprise, whilst I 
have, bic, <S:c., A. Bisdom. 


125. Translation of a letter from Mr, A, Bisdom to Admiral Watson, 
dated Hugli, 21 December, 1756.^ 

I regret not to be able to fulfil your Excellency's demand con- 
tained in your letter of the i6th instant, but not only five of our 
seven pilots lie ill, but also the navigation down to the sea is so 
encumbered that neither vessel nor man may pass. Twenty-four 
of our vessels lie (with packs, bales, anchors, ropes and provisions 
for our ships) under embargo at the Moorish posts of Calcatta, 
Tanna Makwa, and Besbesja under pretext that the anchors, ropes, 
and provisions might be destined for the English nation. Our 
remonstrances against this measure have proved unsuccessful. 

People who know' us w'ill acknowledge that we have a sincere 
regard for the British nation and that we have been mortified at 
their disaster. They also know the Naw’ab has forbidden us by a 
strict parwana^^ assist you or to pilot your ships, under penalty 
of being treated in the same manner as you have been. Not being 
able to do anything which could remain a secret to the Nawab, I 
beg your Excellency not to ask us for an assistance which would 
expose us to the wrath of the Nawab, but to take into account the 
danger in which we are, &c., &c. 

' Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Ibid. 
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126. Account of forces in Calcutta and other Forts, appended to Select 
Committee Proceedings, 22 December, 1756. 


In Calcutta... 

»» 

»> 

At Tannahs 
Opposite Tannahs 
At Tannahs... 

Mr. Holwell's garden 
Surman’s do. 

At the Carpenter’s yard 
By the Water side the same 
On the Bastions the same 
Mr. Watts’ his house 
Seats gaut ... 

Margas s gaut 
At the Gunge 


332 horse. 

... 1 . 100 ourgundasses, 

500 pykcs and perns, 
• • doo 

o gnn«^. 

9 

5 •» 

4 M 
2 „ 

as fonncriv 


2 


4 


ft 

ft 

ft 


Opposite Tannah's 3 sloops and 2 brigantines tilled with earth. 
They are teaching people to play bombs. 


127. Extracts from a letter from Colonel ('lire to Major Kilpatrick, 
dated Fulta, 23 December, 1756.^ 

Sir, — A violent cold and slight fever has reduced me to the 
necessity of committing to writing what otherwise I should have 
been glad to have e.xecuted in person and by word of mouth. 

* ^ * 

I would have the two six-pounders and two thiee-pounders well 
supplied with ammunition and in readiness to land at a moment’s 
warning, for I take it for granted we shall march from Bujee Bujee 
to Calcutta by land. It would save us the trouble of embarking if 
we could do the same from Fulta. Please to speak to the Governor 
to give orders that the vessel which has the 100,000 musket cart- 
ridges on board accompany the squadron. 

I am very anxious for the return of the man who is sent to 

^ This letter is imperfect, and the other letters mentioned hy Mtxtcolm, vol. i., p. 152 , 
are missing. 
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examine the situation of Bujee Bujee, a good account from him 
would save us a world of trouble. Pray make enquiry if there be 
any other road to Bujee Bujee except the footpath between the 
two fortifications. 

There are many other things which do not occur to me, whidi 
may fall within your knowledge, in short I leave everything to 
your prudence and discretion for the present. Dispose of the 
troops in such manner that they may be in readiness to march 
over land to Calcutta, and, if necessary, to attack Bujee Bujee, 
Tana F(u t, \’c. 

It would be singular service could you prevail upon the Ba;:ar 
pc-ople to follow us to Bujee Bujee. 


12 S. Lctici from Rlijli ManikiJuind to Cohmcl Clive ^ dated 
23 December, 175^. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your most friendly letter. 
To hear you are in good health gives me the sincerest pleasure. 
Your sending a copy of your address to the Nabob enclosed in 
Vimr letter to me for my j^cTusal I esteem as an instance of your 
friendship. landing in il many improper expressions and con- 
cluding that by sending me the copy you desired to know 
my sentiments upon it, I have, therefore, made some altera- 
tions in it and return it entrusted to Radakissen Mullick, who 
will deliver it to you. You will write your letter after that form 
and dispatcli it again to me, and I will forward it to the NaboV). 
You write that you are desirous of peaceable measures. I likewise 
am as desirous, as nothing is better than peace. To take away 
every cause of ill-will or contention, this is the part of a good 
man. For the rest you will be informed from Radakissen of my 
further sentiments. Y'ou write that you- send three (letters) for 
the Nabob, onWrom yourself, one from Asephad Doula, one from 
Anaverdi Cawn. Two of these I have received, but that from 
Anaverdi Cawn is missing. Perhaps by some mistake it may not 
have been sent. This I have thought proper to acquaint you 
with- J hope you will continue to inform me of your health, and 
look upon me as your real well-wisher. 
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1 29. Copy of a form for a letter to be sent by Colonel Clive to the Nawab} 

The sacredand godlike Prince, the Nabob Salabat Jung Bahadur, 
His Excellency of the rank of Ameers, Anniverdi Cawn Bahadur, 
the Prince of Arcot, and His Excellency the Governor of China- 
p:itam,“ have wrote to you upon the subject of our affairs, which 
>nii will understand from their letter': You may have already 
heard that there are forces arrived in Bengal, and such as both in 
valour and experience never came into the country before. I hope 
\(Hi will consider this, and that by dr-ing good to the English you 
will do good to and establish the trade ot vonr own country- 
Thus far let us obtain your faviuir that the b.nglish may obtain 
restitution of all their losses at C'alcutta, ('os- .mbazar, and their 
other factories and that bvyour favour tlu'v may again be permitted 
to remain in vour dominions and trade as formerly ; that your 
lenity to your subjects may be known through the world, and your 
]>eople may bless your (jovernmeiU, under which they enjoy so 
much happiness and tranquility. In the events of war God is the 
disposer of victory, but there must be a loss of soldiers on both 
sides, and the whole nation must be involved in the calamity. It 
is the praise of great men to behave w ith generosity and forgive- 
ness towards those who have offended them. 

130. Translation of an extract from a letter from the French Coiinctly 

Chanderjiagorc, to the Superior CounciL Isle of trance, dated 
Cliandernagorc, 25 December, 175^^- 

Nothing new has happened since the arrival of the English 
squadron. The rumour runs that this nation has accommodated 
matters with the Nawab w'lu» consents to their entering Calcutta, 
and that this has been brought about by the intervention of some 
pow’erful friends at Murshidabad, but this new s needs confirmation. 

1 31. Letter from Colonel Cltvc to Raja Manick Chand, dated 
25 December, 1756. 

I have received your letter with the form enclosed for a letter to 
the Nabob. I am very sensible of your friendship and kind inten- 
tions in sending me the latter which I have read, but am sorry I 

1 Sent by Manikchand with his letter of December 23 . 

® Native name of Madras. 
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cannot consistently with my duty to the Company or their honour, 
accept of your advice in writing to the Nabob a letter couched in 
such a stile, which, how^ever proper it might have been before the 
taking of Calcutta, w'ould but ill-suit with the present time, when 
we are come to demand satisfaction for the injuries done us bjT 
the Nabob, not to entreat his favour, and w'ith a force which we 
think sufficient to vindicate our claim. Anaverdi Cawn’s letter 
went by a former conveyance which 1 have taken notice of in 
mine to the Nabob. 

132. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Xawuh, dated 25 December, 1756. 

Salabat Jung, the Nabob of Arcot and the Governor of China- 
patam have wrote to your Excellency about our affairs. The 
Nabob of Arcot 's letter is gone by a former conveyance. The 
rest I send you by means of Rajah Monickchund. Your 
PIxcellency will hear from others w'hat force is come to Bengal. 
Such a force was never seen before in your province. When your 
Excellency comes to hear all these things and to consider seriously 
of them, I hope you will have so great a regard for yourself, for 
us, and for the; trade of your province, as to give the Company 
full satisfaction for all the losses they have sustained by the 
taking of Cossimbuzar, Calcutta, and all other factories belonging 
to the English in Bengal. 

I know’ you are a great Prince and a great warrior. I likewise 
for these ten years past have been constantly fighting in these 
parts, and it has pleased God Almighty ahvays to make me 
successful. The like success may attend me in Bengal, it may 
attend your Excellency. Why should the soldiers on either side 
run the risque of war, when all things may be made up in a friendly 
manner by restoring to the Company and to the poor inhabitants 
what they have |||f n plundered. 

133. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clivc^ dated on board the 
* Salisbury' 29 December ^ ^75^* 

Sir, — I have received advice about half an hour ago from a 
peon that left Calcutta this morning, that he saw Monickchund 
on his march to Calcutta, at Mr. Pearkes’s garden which is about 
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h ilf a mile on this side Surmonds^ with about two thousand horse 
ind foot and eight or ten pieces of cannon , the peon ^^ho brings 
this ad\ice says he \\as in Tannas Fort that no additional works 
were made to it or trench dug, and that therr were not above one 
liundred and fifty men there that, opj osite to Tannab there was 
nine guns with about fift\ men, and hef reTaniiiS there Ms lying 
the Prince Eduard y a brigar tine ind ^ sloops tew or no men are 
left in Calcutta I thought it imumbent on ir c to ^tnd his as 
ilso the peon who brought it 

I \cuse this hast\ seiav\l from \ c^r , W ii iaw \\ >^Trs 

P b — Further partiruHrs ^ou will hear fr n the pL n 

I 4 Ltitcy f}om idmiul W it oi t ( t (he diicd H \I S 
Kcnflpi^t^ d J K i ti I) u ibe) 17^6 

1 ha\e received vour lettei ani ippr \ f \ jur scheme, and 
will be readv to give v u ill th is istan in in\ i)jv\(.r 

I im tVe tVe C H vs W v 1 bON 

P b — Rtmemhei jou hive s me seim n I am persuaded jou 
ma\ succeed taking a prrper precuitnn the) will mount the 
1 reach provided }OU preperh suj p it them 

\ our friend. 

Letter fyom Adyyuyal Wat yi t Colcyul Ch t, dated H \f S 
*Keytt cffLalitti zjinnar} 17^7 

SiK— /^fter whit I said t > M ij r Kilpatrick I am extremelv 
surprised to find }Ou have t withdrawn the Company s troops, 
which puts me under a necessiti of acquainting^ }ou, if )rOU still 
persist in continuing in the fort v(u will foree me to take such 
measures as will be as dis iu,tee ible to me, as the} posbibl} can be 
to }ou I hope }et after }OU have prudentl} considered this 
atfair, }Ou will not drive me to the extremities I should be sorrj 
to be urged to, for the plea }OU make of being commanding officer 
cf the land forces, gives vou not the least authorit} to enter a 
place (forcibly) conquered b} me, and garrisoned bj troops under 
my immediate command 

Your most obedient humble servant, Chas Watson. 



fB BENGAL IN 1756-67 

?j6* TraVAlaiion of a letter from Mr. Btsdom to Admiral Watson, 
dated 2 January, 1757-^ 

']*''have just received the agreeable news of the-^recapture of 
Cs^catta by the arms of His Britannic Majesty under commanc^ 
of your Excellency. I beg to congratulate, you* with all cordiality 
and respect. May the Almighty crown your further {)urposes and 
undertakings with the desired success. 

Our equipment-master- Captain Lucas /uydland w'ill have the 
honour to convey this letter to your Excellency. He is instructed 
to bring down some of our vessels with pro\ isions for the Company's 
ships. I beg to ask your Excelhmcy to let him pass and carry out 
his instructions, and to accord, furthermore, a free passage up and 
down for our ships as before. 

1^7. Translation of a letter from the Dutch Dncctoi and Council if 
Bengal to the Assembly of Seventeen in Holland, dated Hugh, 
2 January, ir 57 -‘' 

In accordance with the intelligence conveyed in our reports to 
Batavia despatched on 5th July and 24 November, the young 
Naw'ab, after the death of his grand father Ali verily Khan Bahadur, 
having seized upon the reins of go\ eminent of Bengal and con- 
sidering himself injured by the English, marched against them at 
the head of an arm}' of 70.000 men, wrested from them the fortress 
of Cossimbazar, besides hort William and tlie matchless colony of 
Calcutta, drove them from their counting-houses at Dacca and 
Balasor, and treated the British "oAio had fallen into lus hands with 
great cruelty. 

Together with the aforesaid letters Your Worships will find in 
the extract, among the annexes, from our day-register of the month 
of June, item the translation appended of the letters exchanged 
with the Nawab^id our Resolutions of 7, 9, 10, ii, 12, 21, 25, 26 
and 27 of June last, that our refusal to assist the said Prince with 
militarj’, ammunition, sloops and goerabs^ has been viewed by him 
as a itiark of disloyalty against the King of Hindustan and that on 

**Bengal Correspondence, the Hague 

® Eqwpagtemeestty corresponds, 1 think, to the ‘ master-attendant,’ the officer 
in general charge of the shipping 

• Pengal Correspondence, the Hague. 


Cyab, a kind of ship. 
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that pretext, after the conquest of Calcutta he has tvurned his arms 
against us, and as it were, with a pistol against our breast, extorted 
from us the immense sum of fbor hnndred rupees, not 

including a sum of a hundred thou8aod>fiil(^ are further 

gbnc for good, in mediation vxonm asA chiilKge& for the transport 
and the further conveyance <rf tne M4lwah% arn’iy, as well :is for 
the afore-mentioned ban quoting ''■(?• m'incy) and few 

equipments here as well as at Cosiinburar. 

And as if that blow were not heavy enough to disli« arten i:S, \v'e 
were fain to receive also tiding'^ that llu f'ompanv's -hip I'oorbur^ 
in sailing from the Ganges was lost, cargo and all, rxerpt t lie silver 
which had as usual been transferred to the sloop. 

After the tyrant had had his fill at our expen .. as stated, in the 
same wav und for the same oftenee he bled th - hivnch to the tune 
of about 350,000 rupees. 

The other nations trading out here, though in no way asked for 
ahsistance, and consequently innocent of the crime of refusing, 
had also to bring their offerings, rdl according to tht;ir means as : 

The Danes to the amount of ... ... 25,000 rupees 

,, Portuguese „ „ ••• ••• 5>^oo „ 

„ Eindeners' ,, ••• ••• 

The last-named having hired their ship J he Vrins Heinrich of 
Prussia to make a voyage to Coromandel, the same was wrecked 
'>n the banks of thisViver; and further, the siipi i-cargoes, it is 
-aid, have invested the money they had brought out, to the 
amount of two hundred and fifty thousand rupees, with the 
h-nglish for the homewxaid trade, which therefoie they may safely 
look upon as lost, the same a^ we fared with our Dacca (?) goods. 
So that not only our allies," but also the Danes and Portuguese 
having been eye-witnesses, at the aforementioned event, of the 
‘wondrousness’ of Indian Princes, will, maybe, soon get tired of 
the trade with Bengal; which happening, we might perhaps view 
our ill-fortune with quite a difierent eye and think it at the same 
lime had afforded us a relief, that could not have been brought 
about even with great difficulty and expense by other means. In 
whatever way it may end, we can assure your \\ orship that they 

1 The Prussian Company. ' ^ 
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are not (any more than the English and Portuguese) in a position 
to send any homeward Bengal freights this season to Europe, and 
that what the French are about to send by Pondichery, and the 
Danes by Tranquebara, will be of but trifling importance. And 
as this news may be of considerable influence on the demand and 
the market for our return cargoes at home, immediately upon 
the persecution of the European nations [settled in Bengal], we 
attempted under the date of 3 July to inform your Worship 
thereof, if possible by Bassorah and Aleppo by letter, copy of 
which is annexed, but the agents at Surat have written us that 
upon the arrival of the intelligence, there was no opportunity of 
sending it further west, so that our endeavours in that direction 
have proved futile. 

The English,' as appears from their letter of 7th June have also 
requested our aid, and upon our refusal, in a reply thereto the 
other day according to a Resolution of the same date, protested 
against us in emphatic and threatening terms, as appears from 
their letter of the 13th of that month, a result, it seems to us, of 
their distress and perplexity, for, according to our aforementioned 
Resolutions of the 8th and 14th of June, we and the other nations 
with us should have great reason to complain of them as the 
prime causes of all the evil, but not to be unnecessarily hard 
upon our ill-advised and now pitiable friends, we respectfully beg 
that your Worships will keep /w petto the reason of the Nawab’s 
exasperation against them, contained in our letter to your Worships, 
5th July last, viz., the construction of a permanent fort and the 
grant of protection to a dependant of the Prince, until such time 
as it shall prove unnecessary, which we, however, cannot think 
likely. 

138. Appendix to letter to the Assembly of Seventeen of 2 January ^ 
III T757, dated 22 J anuary, 'ij^'j} 

It having been our intention to despatch this at the beginning 
of the month, we were prevented by the arrival of Charles Watson, 
Vice-admiral of the Blue, or rather by the Moors who in order to 
prevent the Europeans from having an opportunity of supplying 
the aforesaid nation with provisions and other ship’s stores or 

^ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague 
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ammunition, closed the fairway channel so strictly that not a soul 
could pass. The said Admiral having further sailed upwards, 
retook Calcutta with the other Moors* nests along the river banks 
with pretty much the same ease as that with which his nation had 
Iji^fore lost them, his Excellency, among other plunder iu the 
Kesidency, having found from five to six hundr^jd bales oMinens 
•that are to be sent to England at the beginning (/ next month. 

Mr. Watson having thus re-j‘^tab!ished his countrymen in their 
former colony and openly declared war against the Nawab of this 
}>rovince, immediately sc* nt a portion .)t Ins squadron, reinforced 
by about fourteen hundred European soldiers and sailors, and five 
or six hundred native, to this pJacr, ordered llujin to take the 
Moorish fort, the residence of the HoogJev luiujUur ]\\si above our 
\illage, and to sack, burn, and destroy everyi lung adjacent thereto, 
above and below, right up to the enclosures of the Company’s 
grounds. Notwithstanding the strict neutrality observed by us 
during the proceedings of the Xawab against the British, and all 
i1k‘ covert services rendered by us to the same while they were 
‘ ilown,’ possibly from jealousy of the advantage of the course we 
have chosen, Mr. W’atson has since his very first appearance in 
the Ganges shown a kind of displeasure and mistrust in regard 
to us, and further in the sacking and plundering of the Moorish 
territory made it a pretext that the fugitives had been afforded an 
^>pportunily to escape and place their goods in safety, among 
which, as the English stated, there were many that were the 
proceeds of plundering by the Moors, hurther that we had 
assisted the Moors with artillery, pretexts totally devoid of truth 
and, maybe, concocted so as to extend their raids even to within 
*>ur limits, for Director Bisdoni, when Calcutta was despoiled for 
the Nawab, ordered it to be publicly proclaimed by beat of drum, 
that all dwellers in our territories were strictly prohibited from 
buying any of the plundered goods. The only thing that can have 
caused the Admiral’s displeasure may be that in the case of some 
of the officers of this expedition the plundering of a few villages 
was av'erted, and that those people [i.r. the Moors] being informed 
of our defenceless condition and being daily witnesses of the violence 
of the English sailors, fled elsewhere. What will further come of 
it and whether they will make it hotter still for us, God alone knows, 
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in provision [? foretaste] of which the captain and lieutenant of the 
ship Naarstigheit on the point of departure and the commander of 
*5 Gravensand, item a large number of our vessels in sailing down, 
were stopped by and taken on board one of the men-of-war; 
whereupon we sent a deputation to the English with the effect 
that license was granted for the release of one and all. In addition 
to the acts of hostility committed within the Company’s jurisdic- 
tion, the above-mentioned Mr. Watson caused one of the Company’s 
quartermasters who had to bring up the brigantine De Ryder from 
Batavia, to be carried off his ship and compelled to pilot his armada 
right up to the Moorish fort here, which act will apparently be 
considered as an open proof of hostility by the Nawab wdio has 
already approached very near, wherefore and because we do not 
know what his forces now moving down to Calcutta may under- 
take against us in passing this Settlement, we have on the 
i6th instant sent in a written protest against the action of the Vice- 
Admiral, and must now patiently await what is further in store for 
us, as not being able to offer any resistance worth mentioning, for 
our palisades, that have to serve as a kind of rampart, are as little 
proof against a cannonade as the canvass of a tent, and our entire 
military force consists of 78 men, about one-third of whom arc in 
the hospital, all the seamen being below and the other military on 
the Patna expedition, whilst all our native servants ran away from 
fear of the English, so that if matters come to such a pass, we 
should have to man and aim the guns ourselves, in short perform 
and do all the work for which assistance is required. Meanwhile 
it affords some slight consolation that His Highness the Viceroy,^ 
with his vast army and magnificent artillery, himself seems to be 
fearful of the English, the natives being as it were thunderstruck 
on seeing the quickness with which the British by means of a shift, 
W'hile swinging to their cables, are able to give fire on both sides 
of their vesseJg||Lnd so make a clear space. 

139. Extract from Fort Willia 7 }i Public Consult ationSy 
^ January y 1757. 

‘ Vice-Admiral Watson having taken Calcutta wdth His Majesty’s 
ships of war, now delivers up the charge and possession of the fort 

^ The Nawab. 
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and town to us the President and Council as representatives of the 
Honourable East India Company. 

‘ Agreed likewise that we proclaim Fort William the seat of our 
Presidency and publish our protection to the black inhabitants 
wilt) are willing to return to the place.’ 

J40. Letter from Select Committei. Fort William, to Admiral W if ^on, 
dated ^ Jo Hilary. J^757- 

Having published a manifesto and declaration of war against the 
Xiihob of these provinces, we take the lihrity to nd you a copy 
tliLTCof for your perusal : And are to rccjuest the favour vou will 
likewise declare open war against Surajud Dowla. in behalf of His 
Majesty, for the depredations and injuries committed against the 
subjects of Great Britain. 

W’e have, tS:c. <S:c., Rockr DkAKh, Junior, Robert Clivk, 
William Watts, Richard Bi-.chek. 

141. Declaration of War by the Council at Fori William, dated 
I^Jamiary, 1757.1 

The President and Gtn'ermmr for the affairs f)f the United 
< ompany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 
ill Bengal, to all those who shall see or hear these presents send 
greeting. That in or about the month of June, 1756, being in a 
profound peace and perfect tranijuillity and relying upon the royal 
/iiintiaund granted us by the Mogul of Indostan.we found ourselves 
destitute of everything that might serve for our defence and with- 
i>tand so potent a Prince in case he should make war upon us, and 
I'D much the more in that it could not enter into our thoughts that 
Sirrajud Dowla, Subah of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa and Nabob of Moxudavad should violate the said phirmaund 
contrary to all justice and equity. We have nevertheless beyond 
all e.xpectation been suddenly attacked by the said Sirrajud Dowla 

' UenRal Correspondence, the Hague Not in the English Records, but translated 
•fom a Dutch copy A copy of this Declaration was sent to Admiral Watson, dated 
iiinuary 2, and in his own Manifesto he refers to it as of that date Probably the 
‘late was altered to the 3rd, as being the day on which it actually appeared. Though 
‘•‘^pies were sent to a large number of persons, and even to England, I have not been 
^Ijle to find any other copy of this most important document. 
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without provocation or commission from the present King for so 
violating the phirviattnd heretofore granted to the HoAourable 
East India Company, but not observing the aforesaid phirmaund 
and contrary to the law of all nations he did invest the Honour- 
able Company’s factory at Cassimbusar, imprison the Chief of«the 
aforesaid factory and by force exacted the delivery thereof with 
the guns, military stores, garrison and effects into his hands. 

And whereas the aforesaid Sirrajud Dowla not satisfied with 
this violent proceeding and, without assigning any reason or even 
proposing any demands to us the President and (-'ouncil, did some 
time in the said month of June 1756 march towards Calcutta and 
Presidency of Fort W’illiam with a large army and train of artil- 
lery, attacked the said factory, took the fort, seized and jilundered 
tile effects of the Company and of the pri\ate inhabitants to a 
considerable amount, killed many of theii servants both civil and 
military and exjielled the few who escaped, and whereas likewise 
the East India C'ompany’s other factor} s established in the 
dominions under his jurisdiction were by his orders seized and 
plundered and the Company’s servants residing there expelled, the 
Company’s money and effects outstanding at the as well as 

that belonging to private persons scijuesteretl to his use and seized 
by his officers, with many other acts of open violence by the afore- 
said Suhah committed against the East India Company, their 
servants and tenants, and against the subjects in general of the 
King of Great Hritain, w'e the President and Council h)r affairs of 
the said East India Company in Bengal having therefore applied 
to Charles Watson Es<j. Vice-Admiral of the Blue and Com- 
mander-in-chief of His Majesty’s sejuadron in the East Indies, for 
redress of the injuries before mentioned ; in consequence of w'hich 
application Admiral Watson having brought his squadron to 
Bengal antHipon his arrival wrote the Suhah a representation of 
our com])MBits and injuries sustained, demanding satisfaction 
and hoping to hnd him inclinable to accommodate matters in an 
•amicable manner, to which letter the Suhah having made no 
answer, Vice-Admiral Watson proceeded with his squadron up the 
river with a view of taking peaceable possession of the East India 
Company’s Settlement of Fort William, but his ships being fired 
upon in a hostile manner by the Nabob’s forts erected on the 
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banks of the river Hughley, the said Admiral Watson thought it 
incumbent on him to resent the insult offered His Majesty’s flag, 
took and destroyed the said forts and places of strength belonging 
to Sirrajud Dowla and brought the squadron on before the town of 
('aTcutta, where being received likewise in a hostile manner and 
fired upon from the fort, he was necessitated b\ open force to 
let.ikc the Settlement of Fort William and having delivered over 
the said fort and town of Calcutta to us, the President and Canincil 
in I^engal, we do hereby 011 the behaK of the said East India 
C«)mpany and as their representative*^ in l^engal, in consideration 
the several acts of hostility and violence aln^ady premised, 
di'clarc open war against the aforesaid Sirraind Howla, of 

the j^rovinces of Bengal, Hahar and Orixa and against the subjects 
of the said SubaJi, their cities, towns, shipping and effects, accord- 
ing to the maxims and rules of all nations, nntill ample restitution 
l)i‘ made the East India Company, their servants, tenants, and 
inhaliitants, residing under their protection, for all damagCi^ and 
losses bv them sustained in the late acts of violence committed 
against them by the said Subah and iintill full satisfaction be made 
the said East India Company for the charges by them incurred 
ni e<]uipping a large army and marine force to procure a re-estab- 
lishment in their factories and towns hold by royal grant from the 
of Indostan. Hut to prevent any misinterpretation of their 
dec laration and to obviate any suspicions of their designs in bring- 
nig so large a force into this kingdom, the President and Council 
think it proper to notify that they do not intend to molest any 
Imropeans [settled here] in their propertysorpriviledges, provided 
those Europeans observe and maintain a strict ncutralit} between 
tile Subah and the British nation and do not directly assist the 
said Subah or his adherents with any men or warlike stores or in 
any other shape whatsoever. For the satisfaction likewise of the 
natives who cannot but detest (?) the ruinous (?) conduct of the 
^uhah, the President and Council do hereby advertise that the 
inhabitants of such towns and districts \w\iOse jimmidars ao no 
lake up arms in favour of Sirrajud Dowla but live peaceably and 
furnish the contributions we may call upon them for, may rest 
assured of our favour and live in security, as no hostilities wi in 
that case be offered them in their persons, habitations, grounds or 
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effects. Dated in Fort William this 3rd day of January 1757. By 
order of the Honourable the President and Councill of Fort 
William. John Cooke, Secretary. 

142. Admiral Watson s Declaration of War a^auist Siraj-uddauta 
dated ^January, 1757. 

Whereas the President and Council for the affairs of the 
United Company of Merchants trading to the Fast Indies in 
Bengali have represented to me, that in consequence of the many 
hostilities and acts of violence committed against the servants of 
the said Company, His Majesty's subjects, by the Suhah of Bengal, 
Hahar and Orixa, and his officers, to the great detriment of the 
Company, the ruin of many private people His Majesty's good 
subjects residing under their protection, many of lolwm have aho 
been deprived of their lives in the most harhavoiis and inhuman 
mannery and that notwithstanding their repeated applications for 
redress they have not been able to obtain any satisfaction, but on 
the contrary have been treated with the contempt of not having 
their letters answered or any notice taken of their just applica- 
tions; with many other particulars as set forth in their Manifesto 
of the 2nd January in the year of Our Lord, one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty seven, they have been obliged to declare war 
against the said Suhah and his subjects on the part of the East 
India Company, and requesting that I would do the same on the 
part of His Britannick Majesty my Master. Their reasons for so 
doing appearing to me both just and equitable, the duty I owe to 
the King my master, whose honor hath been insulted, and the 
regard due to the welfare of his subjects, for whose support and 
protection he hath sent me here, will not permit me to refuse 
them this their just request. I do therefore in the name of His 
Britannick ^jesty hereby declare war by sea and land against 
the Suhah ofnengal, Bahar and Orixa and his subjects, who hath 
so unjustly begun it. Relying on the help of Almighty God in 
this just undertaking; and hereby willing and requiring all captains, 
officers, seamen and soldiers, serving in His Majesty’s squadron 
under my command to do and execute all acts of hostility in the 
prosecution of this war against the Suhah of Bengal &c. his vassals 
and subjects, and to oppose their attempts. And I do hereby in the 
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name of His Majesty, forbid all his subjects, and advertize all 
other persons, of what nation soever, not to transport, or carry 
any soldiers, arms, powder and ammunition, or other contraband 
f,a)ods, to any of the territories, lands, plantations or countries of 
tlfc said Subah. Declaring that whatsw v'er ship or vessell shall 
bo met withall transporting or carrying any soldiers, arms, 
powder, ammunition or any other contraband goods, to any of 
the territories, lands, plantations or countries of the said S.ibah; 
the same being taken, shall be condemnt'd as good and lawful 
prize. Given under my hand on board His liiiT.mnick Majesty's 
sliip Koit laying off Fort William in the river Piughley in the 
kingdom of Bengali, this third day of January m the }ear of Our 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and fifty seven. 

143. Letter from Admiral ]Vatson Mr. Bisdoniy dated 
'Kent,' off Calcutta, b January, 1757.^ 

SiK, — The inhabitants here not being yet colk'cted together, vve 
have but few refreshments brought in, I shall therefore be much 
obliged if you will supply us with five hundred head of cattle, and 
send them down as soon as possible. 

I have, <S:c. cS:c., Charles Watson. 

144. Extract from Fort William Select Committee Proceedings, 

() January, 1757 . 

Received four letters from Dr. William borth at Chinchura 
dated the 26th and 29th ultimo, 2nd and 3rd instant. The first 
. . . those of the 2nd. . . . That the merchants are sending away 
their money and eflects frem Hughly. That the brench are 
knocking down their houses to the northward of the Factory and 
appear much frightened. That Coja Wajid an Armenian had 
received letters from his house at Surat, informing him that there was 
war in Europe and that the same was publicly declared at Bombay. 

* * * 

His letter of the 3rd informs us. . . . lhat the French are 
hard at work fortifying Chandernagore ; that they have received 
cosstds from Pondicherry dated the 4th November, in which the 

* Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the En,7ish Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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Governor of that place mentions that he hopes by this time 
Monsieur Bussy is well advanced to their assistance with 1,200 
Europeans and 5,000 sepoys. 

* f * * 

It being necessary to publish our reasons for disturbing tfie 
tranquillity of these pro\inces before we take any further opera- 
tions, ordered the secretary to exhibit a manifesto of our injuries 
and the several acts of violence committed by the Subah and his 
officers against the subjects of Great Britain with declaration of 
war against Souragud Dow la and his subjects. 

145. Fort William Select Committee 7 January, I757- 

At a Committee priscnt the Honoia able Kof^cr Diakc, Esq,, 
Robert Clivc, William 11 Ruluud IjilJu) and John Zephamah 
Holwell, Esqs, 

Received three letters from Doctor William I'orth dated the 5th, 
bth, and 7th instant with a description of Hughly Fort and the 
country about it, and giving us such intelligence as he has learned 
concerning the Nabob’s army and approach. 

War being declared in Europe against the French, the Com- 
mittee are of opinion a neutrality with that nation wuthin the* 
Ganges would be of great ad\antage in our present circumstances, 
as a junction betw'een the Nabob and them might put a stop to 
the success of our arms or at least obstruct the measures W'e must 
take to bring the Subah to our terms. 

Agreed w'e address Admiral Watson upon that subject and 
recommend the concluding a treaty of neutrality with the French 
in Bengal for the reasons aforesaid. 

146. Translatio 7 i of a letter from Mr, Bisdom to Admiral W^ahoii^ 

dated 7 January, 1757.^ 

I w’ould w^fngly give myself the pleasure of providing your 
Excellency with the desired cattle, but our w'hole stock is con- 
sumed. During the month the Moors have prohibited the supply 
of victuals, and the moment this difficulty was removed all the in- 
habitants fled to the interior on hearing the Naw^ab was in the field. 

Hoping your Excellency will excuse me, &c. &c. 

^ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague 
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147. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Select Committee^ Fort Saint 
GeorgCy dated 8 January, 1757. 


Honourable Sir anh Sirs,— After a tedious and difficult 
passage the whole fleet which left Fort Saint (iporge under com- 
mand of Admiral Watson arrived off Point i'aimiras, 'he ^rd 
December, excepting the Blaze fireship :i\\iXMarin< trough Inoiaman, 
the former proving leaky ab^Mit a fortnight after our outsci was 
dispatched to Bombay, and the latter parted C ompany with the 
lleet the ibth November Iasi, in latiiiidt TiS N., since w'hich we 
have heard nothing of her. 

The Kent, Tygcr and W^ilptdc arriM'd at liL^' ilec the 12th of 
December, and at Fiilta the i5t-h, but the ( umhcrland, Salisbury, 
and Bridgwater having fallen in with Pun it Palmiras to lee- 
w’ard of the shoal, were obliged ti) ]>ut to sea again, by which 
accident the Salisbury and Bndgivatcr did not reach Pulta till the 
22nd December, and the C iimhcrlund has not as yet been heard of. 

The Protector, Lapwing snow and Bouctu ketch arrived in the 
ri\er about the same time with the earliest ot the fleet. By the 
two former 1 received original and duplicate of your favour of the 
27th October. 

After finding so few effective Europeans at I'ulta who (volunteers 
included) did not amount to more than one hundred, my dis- 
appointment on finding the small number of sepoys that had 
l)een embarked on the Protector and Lapwing w^as \cr) great. 

The absence of the Cumberland and Marlborough deprives me of 
about 250 Europeans and 430 sepoys with almost all the arti ery 
and military stores. 

Notwithstanding these disadvantages I have the pleasiire of 
acquainting you that w^e arc in possession o Foit 1 larn, 
which was retaken the and instant. Admiral Watson took 
possession of it in His Majesty’s name, and the next day delivered 
it over to the Company's representatives. For all the particulars 
of the military operations I take the liberty to refer you to the 


accompanying journal. ' 

The 7th at night a detachment of military and seamen embarked 
on board the Bridgwater and all the sloops and vessels that could 
be got together, to surprize Hughley. The BriigwaUr running 
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aground retarded the expedition, however she was got off, and 
proceeded yesterday with the other vessels. 

As our quick progress has occasioned a general consternation 
we have room to hope they will meet with success. 

The letters to the Nabob of Bengal from the President Salabat 
Jung and Mahomet Ally Cawm were forwarded with one from 
myself, and I understand safely delivered, but as yet I have 
received nothing from him in answer. 

The President’s letter to the Nabob of Cuttack has been like- 
wise dispatched, but as he is at a considerable distance being 
gone to treat with the Morattas, I have nt>t as yet heard of its 
receipt. 

Our intelligence from the country is as yet very indifferent ; 
what appears certain is that the Nabob of Perc'iiea is killed, and 
his country subjected, and that Surajah Dowlat is at Muxa- 
davad, and intends marching against us the 12th of this month. 

I have fixed upon the most convenient sp)ot without the towui 
to W’ait his coining. Prom the slight trial we have hitherto 
had of the enemy we cannot form a judgment what success 
we may promise ourselves against them ; deficient as we are of 
our compliment of men, artillery and stores, the event must 
needs be doubtful. 

I hope gentlemen this will determine you to send a speedy 
reinforcement of sepc^ys, if not of Europeans, such a supply as 
w’ill at least make up the number intended me of 2,000 sepoys, 
of which only the half is come. 

The gentlemen here are come to a resolution of razing the 
houses near the fort, and I shall give my utmost assistance in 
putting it into the best j)osture of defence possible, which however 
can never make it more than barely tenable against a country 
enemy, for to ^ its former defects when taken from us the Moors 
have broke d^n jxirt of the curtain to make room for a mosque 
they were erecting. 

As there is no one here capable of planning or erecting a 
fortification proj^er for this Settlement, I cannot help representing 
to you gentlemen the immediate necessity of sending a skilful 
person for that service from the Coast. 

Most of the cannon, carriages, shott and shell lost in the place 
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were either retaken here, or at Tanna’s and Bougee Bougee, but 
hardly any small arms or powder. 

A large quantity of broad-cloth and about 600 bales of the 
investment for Europe has been likewise recovered, but of all 
bthcr goods, whether Company’s or piivatc. little or nothing is 
left. The Dutch and French both have acc^. tints that war with 
France w'as declared at Bombay some time ir October, and the 
French we hear are very busy in fortifying Chanderhagoi^j. 

Monsieur La Poitrie, third of Council at Chandernagore, arrived 
the 4th instant, with proposals from the GtntTnor and Council 
there to Admiral Watson for a neutrality in the Gangt.s between 
the two nations ; which Mr. Watson oflered to n( cept, provided they 
would immediately join the English against the Nabob, but the 
gentlemen at Chandernagore rejected the ( ondition, and so the 
matter dropped. 

Monsieur La Poitrie gave out that he saw a letter from Monsieur 
de Lcyrit to the Governor of Chandernagore, dated the 4th of 
November, which mentioned that at the receipt of that letter 
Monsieur Hussy would be far advanced in his inarch towards this 
province, but the circumstance is too improbable to gain any 
credit. 

The gentlemen here intend dispatching the Syren sloop in a few 
days to England, when I shall take the opportunity of acquainting 
the Secret Committee with the retaking the place and other trans- 
actions. 

Enclosed is a general return of the troops under my command. 
The Paymaster and Commissary likewise transmit their accounts 
of disbursements at Fort Saint George, also rolls of the sepo}S and 
lascars paid there. 

You will plea.se, gentlemen, to order that the expedition be 
credited with the amount of pay advanced to such companies of 
sepoys as were detained at Fort Saint George. 

The accounts for December shall be forwarded by the next 
opportunity. 

I have, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

Since writing the foregoing, the gentlemen of the Select Com- 
mittee here, have shewn me a letter they intended to send you, 
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the tenor of which being very different from my sentiments, I have 
refused to sign it. 

P.S. — I have this moment received news of the Marlborough's 
arrival in Hallasore road. ^ 

148. Letter from Select Committee^ Fort William^ to Secret Committee^ 
London, dated 8 January, 1757. 

Honuukaule Sirs, — i. As we deem it of the utmost importance 
to the Company to transmit the advice of our re-establishment by 
every channel in our power we have desired the gentlemen at Fort 
Saint George to forward this packet via Hussorah, if there is any 
conveyance under dispatch from thence to the Gulph of Persia, 
otherwise to send it under cover to the President and Council of 
Bombay to be forw’ardcd to Europe. 

2. We have now the pleasure to inform you, Honourable Sirs, 
that Fort William was retaken by Admiral Watson on the 
2nd instant, and the next day delivered up by him to your 
President and Council with the guns, military stores, and effects, 
publick and private, for the benefit and on the behalf of the 
proprietors. In your warehouse was found a considerable quantity 
of export goods, w'ith which we purpose to dispatch home the 
Dcluwar some time this month if possible. We shall likewise 
endeavour to return the ]Viilpole and Marlborough to Fort 
Saint George w’ith as much saltpetre as we can procure to be 
dispatched home from thence. 

3. That this important intelligence may reach you as early as 

possible w'e are preparing the Syren sloop to proceed to England 
W’ith it, and hope to get her away from hence in eight or ten days. 
By her and the Dclawar w’e shall address you more particularly 
and remain with the greatest respect, &c. &c., Roger Drake, 
Junior, W. James Killpatrick, Richard Beecher, 

J. Z. HolweiS 

149, Letter from Select Committee, Fort William, to Select Committee, 
Fort Saint George, dated 8 January, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — We have taken up the Sally, Captain Richard 
Finley, to carry these advices, and are to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of the 13th and 27th October. 
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The general letter to your Board will inform you of the time the 
forces arrived at Fulta, and the recapture oi Fort William by 
\’ice- Admiral Watson, who has delivered it over to the President 
and Council here. 

• We are obliged to you, gentlemen, for the efforts you have made 
to re-establish our Honourable Masters in thest; province but we 
:ipj)rehend that cannot be compleated inx)n teimseithei honour- 
able or advantagioiis to our Employers b}- any other meai*s than 
compelling the Nabob by dint of force to const'iit to such proposi- 
tions as we may judge for the intciesl ot the i rimpany to make. 
This we are afraid cannot be expected troni the jueseiit number of 
o ir troops against so powerful an enemy as we have to deal with, 
and as it will by no means answer the ends of our re-establish- 
ment merely to defend our own without o\di ting ample restitution 
for our losses and satisfaction for the charges the Company will be 
put to in consequence of the Subuii's violent proceedings, we must 
n commend it to you, gentlemen, to exert yourselves still further 
on behalf of our Employers, by sut>pl\ing us with more men, 
jiowder and other ammunition by the first conveyance. 

We shall now speak to your conduct relative to this expedition ; 
lirst concerning the iiide})endcnt powers you have given Colonel 
Clive, next the ver)' extraordinary step of consigning all the money 
«'ind military stores to that gentleman only, and lastly, giving him 
directions to return with his troops whenever you may call upon 
him, leaving as many as he may judge necessary for the defence of 
Calcutta. 

In regard to the first, though no persons can have a higher 
opinion of the integrity of Colonel ( live than we have, or would 
more readily acquiesce to his judgment for conducting any military 
operations by land which may occur in the course of this expedi- 
tion ; yet we cannot conceive by what authority you have assumed 
a right in giving that gentlemen the powers you have done, and 
therein treating us in the light of a subordinate, notwithstanding 
you have admitted and addressed us as a Governor and Council. 
The incoherence of this proceeding is so apparent, that we are 
astonished at your overlooking it. 1 he only reason assigned 
by you for this unprecedented conduct, viz., ‘ That a difference in 
opinion might not obstruct the necessary operations for the good 
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of the service,* is very weakly guarded against by the alternative 
you have adopted in giving this independent power to Colonel 
Clive, as you must know it is impossible we can submit thereto, 
or admit that you have a right to give them, whilst we think our- 
selves the Governor and Council you have stiled us. We must 
remark likewise that we think the service is more likely to be 
prejudiced by these powers than benetited, it being but reason- 
able to imagine that we who have resided in the country so many 
years must be better acquainted with the nature of it, and w’hat 
operations w'ould be most for the C(/m]Kiny*s interest, than an 
entire stranger. Should any of the Colonel's plans therefore 
miscarry w’hich deviate from our sentiments, we must esteem you 
gentlemen responsible to the Honourable Company for the 
consequences. 

As to the very extraordinary step you have taken in consigning the 
money and military stores to Colonel Clive only, w^e must take the 
liberty to observe, that you have by this act entirely rendered invalid 
the orders from home that no money or cash shall be disbursed with- 
out the consent and approbation of the Board, neither have you 
made the Colonel's accounts liable to any check whatever agree- 
able to our Honourable Masters’ directi(^ns. We are at a loss to 
conjecture what motives could have urged you to this irregular 
conduct, being no w^ay conscious of having merited so much 
difiidcnce from you, gentlemen, and we think our unhappy situa- 
tion deserved a very different treatment. 

We must in the last place object to the superiority you have 
assumed in directing Colonel Clive to return with his troops from 
hence when you shall call for him, leaving as many as he may 
judge sufficient for the defence of Calcutta ; a superiority we can 
never submit to, as w'e esteem ourselves competent judges what 
number of tro^s will be necessary for our defence. Give us 
leave to rcmarBlikewise, that the number of men now sent us, 
joined to the supply under Major Killpatrick do not exceed, if 
equa.1, the number of military detained at your Presidency which 
were destined by the Honourable Company for the service of 
Bengal. 

Upon the whole we are of opinion, gentlemen, the authority and 
trust invested in us by our Honourable Masters have been highly 
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infringed by your unprecedented conduct; that you have assumed 
a power which may in its consequences prove prejudicial to our 
Honourable Masters* affairs in these provinces, should Colonel 
Clive determine to abide by the independency you have piven him. 
Tfcat you have deviated from the orders of our employers, wherein 
they strictly direct that no money shall he disbursed without the 
consent and approbation of the Board. and that al! iccounts .diall be 
submitted to the inspection of a committee apfxunted foi that 
purpose, and that you have acted very dtTogatur\ to the true 
interest of the Honourable Company in several particulars, all which 
we shall represent in our advices to the honourable tht* Court of 
Directors, and doubt not they will do us and themselves the 
justice to take notice of a conduct so new and viespotick. 

C aptain Finley having agreed to bring ci-.v, n as many men on 
his vessel as he can accommodate upon terms to be agreed on 
ith you, we beg leave to recommend the assisting of that gentlenian 
in the sale of his cargo, and returning his vessel to us as soon as 
possible with troops. 

Before we conclude this letter, permit us, gentlemen, to second 
the request made in our general letter f(U* an ample and speedy 
s^upply of money, as the neglect of it may be very prejudicial to our 
affairs, circumstanced as we arc at present. 

We are, &c. &c., RociKR Drakk, Junior, William Watts, 
Kichard Becher, J. Z. Holwell. 


150. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Pigot, dated Port 11 iUia?n, 

8 January, 1757. 

My dear Sir, — I need not tell you we had a very long and dis- 
^^igreeable passage, you must have learnt it vtd \ izagapatam from 
the Cumberland and Marlboroui^h which ships were not able to get 
round Point Palmeiras. The w'ant of them, added to our dis- 
appointment of seapoys puts it quite out of my power to undertake 
any considerable enterprize against the Nabob; we can only chuse 
^ome advantageous spot of ground near the riverside, entrench and 
there wait for him. This step though a hazardous one is prefer- 
able to continuing in the fort which is in a most wretched 
defenceless condition in itself and all the houses round it in such 



BENGAL IN 1756.fi7 


96 

numbers that I almost despair of its being made defensible in 
any time. 

. Between friends I cannot help regretting that ever I undertook 
this expedition. The mortifications I have received from Mr. 
Watson and the gentlemen of the squadron, in point of prerogative, 
are such, that nothing but the good of the service could induce 
me to submit to them. The morning the enemy quitted Calcutta, 
a party of our scapoys entered the fort at the same time with a 
detachment from the ships, and w'ere ignominiously thrust out. 
Upon coming near the fort myself, [I] was informed that there 
wore orders that none of the Company’s officers or troops should 
have entrance. This, I own, enraged me to such a degree, that I 
W'as resolved to enter if possible, which 1 did, though not in the 
•manner maliciously reported, by forcing the sentrys ; for they 
suffered us to pass very patiently upon being informed who I was. 
At my entrance, Captain C'oote presented me with a commission 
from Admiral Watson, appointing him Governor of Fort William, 
which I knew ikU a s\llal)le of befon^ ; and it seems this dirty 
underhand contrivance was carried on in the most secret manner, 
under a pretence that 1 intended the same thing, which, I declare, 
never once entered my thoughts. This affair was compromised, 
])y the Admiral consenting that I should be Governor, and that 
the Company's tro()})S should remain in the fort. The next day 
the Admiral delivered up the fort to the Company’s representatives 
in the King’s name. Added to all, the gentlemen here seem much 
dissatisfied at the authority I am vested with. It would be 
contradicting my own sentiments, if I was not to acknowledge 
that I still persevere in the opinion that the gentlemen of Madras 
could not have taken a step more prudent, or more consistent 
with the Company’s interest; for I am sorry to say, the loss of 
private property, and the means of recovering it, seem to be 
the only objec^\hich takes up the attention of the Bengal gentle- 
men. As an “stance, I shall only mention the expedition to 
Dacced, which you may remembci to have heard of a little 
before we sailed. It was settled that the Company should defray 
the expenses, and that what w^as taken should be divided 
among thq sufferers of Calcutta in proportion to their losses; 

^ I cannot find any reference to this in the Fort Saint George Consultations. 
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the sufferers repaying the Company what might be advanced on that 
account. 

The rumour of a war is m every one’s mouth, the French and 
Dutch both acknowledge it was declared publicly at Bombay by 
Bourchier sometime in October, and though the gentlemen 
ha\e not addressed me m a public manner I *m well irnormed 
the} intend protesting against any of the mil tary or capoys 
returning and have e\en threatened to quit the lactfiry if tlif v do. 
The} are attempting to gain over Mr W atson b\ l most assiduous 
ittcndance and rtspttt In the C(>mpu'i\’b | resent distressed 
circumstances they propose giving the sailors ‘>0 bales of broad 
cloth which I think might well he spared, b n\cver if they do 
I shall insist upon something of the same n itii l for the military, 
otherwise the Service ma\ suffer 

M} dear Sir, I would have }ou igiinst (Vtr}thing these 

gentlemen can sax , for, believi mt , the\ are bad subjects and 
Htten It heart, and will stick at nothing to prejudice voii and the 
gentlemen of the Committee indeed, how should the} do other- 
wise, when thev have not spired c nt another I shall onl} add, 
their conduct it Calcutta hndb no exciist, even among themselves; 
ind that the riches of Peru and Mexico should not induce me to 
dwell among them. 

\ ou will find b\ the return th it our losb in the skirmish near 
Budjee-Budjee was greater than could v\tll be spared, if such skir- 
mishes were to be often lepeatcd A ou must know , our march from 
Moidapoor to the northward of Biulite-Dudjee was much against 
my inclinations. 1 applied to the Admiral for boats to land us at 
the place vse arrived it '^fter sixteen hours march b} land in 
which the men suffereel h udships nut to be described. It was 
four in the afternoon when v\c decamped from Moidapoor, and 
(we) did not arrive off Budjee-Hudjee till past eight next morning , 
at nine, the Grenadier companv and all the seapoys were des- 
patched to the fort, where I heard C aptain Coote was landed with 
the King’s troops. At ten, Monicbaund, the Governor of Calcutta, 
attacked us with between two and three thousand horse and foot, 
and was worsted. The people of the country raise fabulous 
reports about the killed and wounded ; but there is reason to 
believe, from the smartness of the fire while it lasted, and the 

VOL. II. 27 
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nearness of the enemy, some of which were within twenty yards^ 
one hundred and fifty might be killed and wounded, and with 
them four of the principal and an elephant. Monichaund 

himself received a shot in his turban. Our two field-pieces were 
of little or no service to us, having neither tubes nor port-firts,. 
and wrong carriages sent w’ith them from Fort St. David ; 
indeed we still labour under every disadvantage in the world, for 
want of the Marlborouf^h, It seems the enemy were encamped 
within two miles of us, and we ignorant of the matter ; so much 
for the intelligence of this country. 

I cannot take upon me to give my sentiments about our future 
success against the Nabob in the open field; the little affair 
above mentioned was attended with every disadvantage on our 
side ; a number of houses, hushes, <S:c., which this country 

seems full of, served as a cover for the enemy — all our seapoys and 
the choice of our Europeans absent — our cannon in a manner 
useless. Indeed I fear we shall labour under many of these dis- 
advantages when attacked by the Nabob, as I take it for granted 
that he will be down before the Cumberland and Marlborough 
can arrive. As yet there appears but little probability of getting 
draught bullocks, without which we cannot move. 

The expedition against Hugly has been so long delayed by 
the Bridgwater's running on shore that 1 think our success very 
doubtful, there being assembled at that place as I am informed 
near 6,ooo men. 

I am, dear Sir, your affectionate Friend and Servant, Robert 
Clive. 

151. Translation cf a letter from Mr. Bisdom to Admiral Watson, 
dated Hugh, 8 January, 1757.^ 

A sloop of one of your Excellency’s ships lying between Calcatta 
and Bernagor^aving had the boldness to remove by force one of 
our quarterm *ers from our brigantine lying before Bernagore, 
with the intention to make him pilot up the said ship, I cannot 
but* complain to the utmost and pray your Excellency to release 
the said pressed sailor, for otherwise we are in danger of being 
accused to the Nawab of having lent this man to your Excellency 
^ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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with the intention of promoting your designs. May it please 
your Excellency to consider that we have the Moors all around 
us, that the Nawab may be here in a few moments, and that we 
are without defence . . . &c. &c. 


152. Letter from Admiral Watson to Mr* Bisdnm^ dated H Af.S. 

' Kettt,' in the river Hughli, January, 1757 d 
Sir,— It is with much concern, that at a time, wlien your 
letters refuse me every aid and assistarice I have had occasion to 
ask of you and as you say through the necessity you are under of 
keeping fair with the Nawab, 1 hud 3*011 do noi observ*' the same 
scruples on the other side of the question, but on the contrary 
have given shelter and protection to the pcTson‘' and effects of such 
of the Nawab’s subjects, as have applied to you for that purpose. 

1 wish this was the only cause of complaint I have against you 1 
but your suffering your guns to be taken out of 3'^our fort, to be 
employed against us at Hougl}*, is so barefaced a connivance with 
our enemies, that nothing will remove the impression of it but 
your immediate delivery of every subject of the Nawab s (who has 
taken shelter with you) with their effects to Captain SmiUi of His 
Hntannick Majesty’s ship the Bridgwater, whom I have directed to 

demand and receive them from you. 

If you are desirous of keeping on those terms with me which 
the strict alliance between our nations demands, you will nert fail 
to take care that these people with their effects are not suffered 
to escape but are safely delivered into my hands. If otherwiM 
you must expect to answer not only here but at home for all the 
evil which may result from it. I have done my uty in giving 


you this warning. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 3^^^ 


most obedient and most 


humble servant, Chas. Watson. 


153 . Translation of a letter from Mr. Bisdom to Admiral Watson, 
dated Hugli, 12 faiiuary, I757- 

It appears to me from your Excellency's missive yesterday, 
as if the expression of feelings of gratitude for the services 
> Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but translated 


from a Dutch copy. 

* Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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rendered by us to the British nation in the days of distress is to 
consist only of words and that our fair-dealing and uprightness 
are in danger of being rewarded with the devastation of our 
colony and an attack upon our fort, as your Excellency attaches 
credit to accusations not one word of which is true and as to-day, 
already, a- lieutenant with a small armed force has commenced to 
use force within the precincts of our town, to pillage the houses 
of our old inhabitants, in direct opposition to the tenor of the 
Manifesto sent us by Governor Drake and the Council at Calcutta. 
We have granted protection to no one save to our own in- 
habitants, and in regard to the charge concerning the removal of 
our cannon, it is inconceivable how your Excellency can accept 
such false reports. Why not rather make inquiries into the matter 
among the English sojourning here, if a true report about us is 
w'hat is wanted, but if our ruin is what is aimed at we must leave 
our cause in the hands of God, and, in the measure of our weak- 
ness, meet force with force, I myself entertaining no doubt but 
that I shall, by virtue of my innocence, be able to justify my 
action both here and in b 3 uropc. 

I have, &c. &c., A. Bisdom. 


154. Letter from Captain Smiih^ and Major Kilpatrick to the 
Dutch Council, Hugli, dated 12 January, 1757.*^ 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, — As we are credibly informed, 
there are sundry effects and treasures belonging to our common 
enemies the Moors, deposited in the Dutch Factory at Chinsura, 
w^e find ourselves obliged to make a demand for them, not in the 
least doubting but that you and your Council will order the 
immediate delivery of them, especially when we reflect upon your 
Honour's character for integrity and the strict friendship and 
alliance that C3j|||:s between our two nations. 

We are, &c. &c., Henry Smith, James Killpatrick. 

^ Captain Smith of the Bridgeuviter, 

Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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155. Translation of a letter from the Dutch Director and Council, Hugh, 
to Captain Smith and Major Kilpatrick, dated 12 January, 1757.^ 
Honoured Sirs, — \Vc hsive the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your esteemed letter of this day, and having set'n with the 
greatest surprise that your Honours have been informed of there 
being divers moneys and effects belonging to the Moors concealed 
ill our fort and that your Honours have sent to demand delivery 
of the same, We are quite sure nothing belonging to them is to 
be found in our fort, and that the Moors in our Settlement have 
dwelled there for many a year, and wc are, therefore, surprised 
that divers Englishmen are guilty (^f all kinds of ins«>lence against 
people who, pursuant to the contents of the Ni. iiifesto sent us by 
the Governor and Council of Calcutta, may s<^journ in our village 
without fear of molestation, of which wc hereby complain with 
the request that your Honours may bt* pleased to issue strict orders 
l('r its cessation in order to prevent the inconvenience and diffi- 
culties to which we are exposed by the flight of all our settlers. 

We are, &c. &c., A. Hisdom, R. H. Armenavlt, M. Tsinck, 
J. L. VAN SCHEVICHAVEN, J. BaCIIEKACHT, S. DE HoOG, 

M. Bastiaansk, S. CRONfnoN. 

156. Letter from Admiral Watson to Select Committee, Fort 
William, dated 12 January, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I have received your letter of the loth instant 
representing to me that a neutrality with the French will be 
greatly advantageous both to the Company and the community. 

You are not unacquainted’ with my having already offered to 
enter into a neutrality with the French provided they would 
join our force against the Nabob of this province, which they 
have refused to agree to. I on my part can by no means consent 
to any other terms as I am well persvvaded whilst I remain here 
they will not dare to act against us, and my not directly agreeing 
to their terms will be a cheque on their trade. In the meantime I 
have no intention of breaking the neutrality whilst the observing 
it can be of any advantage to the Company s interest and it shall 

» Bengal Correspondence, the Hague, 
a See mention of these negotiations on p. 91. 
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be my care when I go away to leave you in perfect security against 
the French as far as it depends on me. 

I had flattered myself the constant attention I have showed to 
your interest since my arrival here would have made it quite un- 
necessary for you to have made me such an application. • 

I am, &c. &c., Charles Watson. 

157. Translation of a letter from the Dutch Council, Hugli, to 
M. Vernet, dated January, 1757.^ 

On account of the present critical juncture of affairs, both by 
the taking of the neighbouring Moorish fort Hoogley and the out- 
rageous behaviour of the English in our village and the arrival of 
the Nawab with a numerous force, not knowing what plans His 
Excellency is contriving in his busy mind and whether wc shall 
remain free from molestation, or, may be suddenly attacked, not 
being in a position to defend ourselves or offer resistance to the 
Nawab, whilst nearly all of our inhabitants have already taken to 
flight, we have provisorily resolved to send all the European 
women aboard the ships to-morrow to remain there until the 
danger is over. As we are absolutely unable to send your Honour 
a commando of military, all the jemadars having run away, there- 
fore, in case of peril, you will have to try’ and save yourselves 
as well as you can. Hoping that Heaven will ordain everything 
for the best, we remain, &c. &c. 

158. Letter from Admiral ITa/sow to Mr, Bisdoni, dated H,M.S. 

* Kent,* off Calcutta, January, I757.‘‘^ 

Sir, — I have received your letter of yesterday in answer to 
mine of the nth instant. 

As disputes by letters may continue for ever, to make ours as 
short as possible, and to convince you how very far I am from 
being inclined to do you the least injuiyy I have sent you my 
Captain to ma||| you thoroughly acquainted with my sentiments 
and intentions. 

You will be so good as to give credit to what he shall tell you 
on my part and be persuaded tHat nothing but the very greatest 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

* Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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provocation and refusal of the justice I demand and expect from 
\'OU shall make me do anything to the prejudice of a nation 
for whom mine has so long had a regard and friendship. 

I have, i&c. &c., Charles Watson. 


159. Letter from Admiral U’a/soji Sclcii Comu.iUtt, Frri tliliiamf 
dated HJf.S. ‘ Kent," off Calcutta^ i^JaKhary, 1757 


Sir, — Having yesterday received copies of Mis Alajesiv's de- 
claration of war against the King of France^ and his subjects, and 
iny duty thence obliging me to piusenite thenj with all manner 
of hostilities within my p(nvtT, the effect )t may h ive on the 
aflairs of the English East India Company employed my 
most serious thoughts ; but as there are many things necessary 
to be known in order to the discussion of this question, (which) 
the little time I have been amongst you havc“ not admitted of my 
being acquainted with, I have not been able to come to any deter- 
mination, to my' own satisfaction. 1 must beg therefore, Sir, that 
you will do me the favour to assemble your Committee with all 
convenient speed ; and propose to their consideration, which of 
(all) the following ways of acting, will in your present, and prob- 
ably may be in your future circumstances, the most eligible for 
the Company's advantage(s). 

I'irst, whether a simple neutrality with the French within the 
f ianges as well by land as water ; and if so, at what time tc 
be concluded, whether now or some time before my departure 


from hence. 

Secondly, whether a neutrality joined with a leagi^ o 
and defensive against the Snlah of Bengali and his su jects (1 
can be effected) or even only defensive. 

Thirdly (and lastly) whether we should attack Chandernapre 
by sea and land, and prosecute the French in these dominions 
with all our power to their utter extirpation. , , ^ _ 

These, Sir, appear(s) to me to be the only methods of acting w 
have in our choice ; but if you think there is» any other I do not 
mean to bias your judgment, or in the least to su ject 1 o 


’ ' The French King ' (Admiralty copy). » ' Has ' (Admiralty copy). 

» ‘ Are ’ (Admiralty copy) 
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<^iiion ; I hafve nothing in view but the Company’s interest and 
the discharge of my duty. 

I am, &c. &c., Charles Watson. 

i6o. Letter from Jagat Seth to Colonel Clive, dated 14 January, 1757- 

Your favour I have with great pleasure received and give due 
attention to the contents. You are pleased to say that the Nabob 
listens to what I ma}* recommend, and hope I will exert myself 
for your good and the general benefit of the country. My business 
is that of a merchant, and probably what I may recommend that 
way he may give ear to. You have acted the very reverse part, and 
possessed yourselves of Calcutta by force, after which you have 
taken and destroyed the city of Hughley, and by all appearances 
you seem to have no design but that of fighting. In what manner 
then can I introduce an application for accommodating matters 
between the Nabob and you ? What your intentions are it is 
impossible to find out by these acts of hostility. Put a stop to this 
conduct and let me know what your demands are. You may then 
depend upon it I will use my interest with the Nabob to finish 
these troubles. How can you expect that the Nabob will pass by 
or overlook your conduct in pretending to take up arms against 
the Prince or Subah of the country. Weigh this within yourself. 

161. Letter from Admiral to Select Committee, Fort Saint 

George^ dated HM.S. * Kent,' off Calcutta, 14 January, 1757. 

Dear Sir, — I am favoured with yours of the 14th ultimo, for 
which am much obliged to you. I heartily wish our affairs w^ere 
compleated at Bengal that I might leave Fort William, but the 
situation we are in (notwithstanding our success) makes it highly 
nece.ssary I should remain here some little time longer, as the 
Nabob would most likely profit by my absence, and all the trouble 
and fatigue we have had turn out to no other end than shewing our 
resentment witlAt the Company reaping any benefit therefrom. 

And now, Sirs, give me leave to give you joy of our having taken 
and destroyed all the Moors’ forts and batteries between this and 
Fulta, of our being in possession of Fort William, and of our 
having since taken Hughly, which was effected by the twenty gun 
ship,^ sloop, ^ and boats of the ^uadron, manned and armed in 

^ The Bridgwater a The Kingfisher, 
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conjunction with the King's troops, Company's Gtenadiers, and 
200 sepoys under the command of Major Kil^trick, For the 
particulars I must beg leave to refer you to others, who possibly 
may have more time to write. Believe me I am often interrupted, 
arfd therefore I persuade myself you will excuse this hasty scrawl. 
All I will say the great ships got up here contrar}* to myexpc' tdtion, 
indeed the necessity of making a speed} push made me resolv*; to 
try. I accordingly did, and thank God, have succeeded. 

I have received the Committee’s letter, and cannot hel^ observ- 
ing, that whatever operations are to he carried on here in the 
siibali of Bengal for the interest of the Compar.y, in niy opinion 
<'()mc under the consideration of this Presidency, who alone are 
the most competent judges what further ca*’ ne done for their 
security, and whether my coinniitting hf'Siilities in the Ganges 
against the French will be for the ('ornpany’^ interest. 

I hope the news you write me with regard to Mr. Hyng and West 
is not true.^ It comes from Paris, therefore the less to be credited. 

I am, &c. &c., Chaklls Watsun. 

162. Letter from Select Committee, Fort 11 illiamy to Admiral 
Watson, dated January, 1757. 

Sir, — We have maturely weighed and considered the proposi- 
tions contained in your letter of the 13th current to our President, 
and are of opinion for many strong reasons that a simple neu- 
trality with the French, within the Ganges, by sea and land, 
W'ould be of the utmost advantage to the affairs of our employers, 
and to the community in general settled in these provinces, to 
continue during the term of the war now subsisting between His 
Britannick Majesty and the PVench King, and that such a treaty of 
neutrality be concluded as soon as possible, in preference to the 
other propositions you have laid before us. 

We have, &c. &c., Roger Drake, Junior, Robert Clive, 
William Watts, Richard Becher, j. Z. Holwell. 

^ Admiral John Byng and Vice-Admiral Temple West were in command of the 
English fleet in the indecisive action against the French oflf Minorca on May 20. 
1756. Admiral Byng was shot for neglect of duty. Admiral West was promoted 
for good conduct, but refused to ' serve on terms which subject an officer to the 
treatment shown Admiral Byng,' and resigned the service. 
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163. Letter from Captain Speke to Mr. Bisdom, dated H.M.S. * Bridge- 
water' at Hugli, 15 January, 1757.^ 

SiK, — As I am not fond of noise and particularly of that of 
words, in our conference of yesterday evening I appeared to ypu 
to be content with the reasons you gave me to justify your con- 
duct towards us since we entered into war against the Moors, and 
more particularly your conduct since the capture of Hugh. But 
it would be betraying the truth to hide my true sentiments from 
you any longer or to let you think that I am so blind as not to see 
their [M. Risdom’s reasons] weakness. 

To begin at the beginning you rely on the fact that you have 
had published, by beat of drum, an express order to all the people 
dwelling under your protection prohibiting them from purchasing 
the merchandise or any part of the pillc^e made upon the 
English at the capture of Calcutta. If this prohibition has 
been observed we have nothing to complain of, but if the contrary 
is true and we can j)rovc it to be so, since every Government 
is held to be able to make itself obeyed by it subjects, the contra- 
vention of this prohibition will justly cause strong suspicions that 
}'our Government did not act in good faith when publishing it. 
Let us see how the prohibition has been observed. 

Everybody told us, long before the siege of Hugli, (and we 
have since seen it with our own eyes), that Chinsura has been 
filled with English merchandise. After wc had received and veri- 
fied information that there was some of this merchandise either 
lodged in a house within your bounds, with every mark of having 
been placed there but recently, or that it was in the compound of 
a ruined house when we reclaimed it, far from assisting us to seize 
it you have managed so that all this merchandise was passed 
on and our people had to suffer the mortification of seeing bul- 
locks laden with the merchandise issue -by night from this very 
house. Perm® me, Sir, to take the liberty to tell you that it 
is very difficult to reconcile all this with the professions you have 
made of not assisting the Moors and of keeping yourself strictly 
within the limits of perfect neutrality. 

* Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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Not to make my letter too long I will content myself with this 
one fact so perfectly verified which many of oui people are ready 
to swear to. Let us pass farther. Having seen how you have 
behaved in regard to the property of the Moors let us examine 
int® what you have done relative to their persons. You have 
received and protected them so openly (w hich 1 am able to prove 
on the oaths of people who have seen oiid spoken to theini that 
ihe day after the capture of Hugh there were at ('hinsur^' some 
Moors of the highest rank. After the demand made t)y \dmiral 
Watson for their surrender they all made oft, and inste.id of reply- 
ing to the demands in his letter, you made a deci nation, deploring 
your sad situation, and insulting him by the ]>reience of fearing 
an attack on his part, though you had noi t’r.' least reason for 
doing so, for I cannot persuade myself that \oii pretend to insist 
seriously on the circumstance of the small guard of 30 men placed 
on the suspected houses, which was only sent by the advice of 
your Fiscal^ given to Captain Smith and Major Kilpatrick, as 
being your sentiment and desire, and which was recalled the 
moment you objected to it, a proof as clear as day that we did 
not wish to cause you the least annoyance. W hat has been the 
consequence of our easiness ? The goods have all been passed on, 
ihe persons of our enemies are all in safety, we are in a great 
empty town, and vengeance for our insults and recomp>ense for our 
loss have escaped from our hands. 

If, Sir, vou will reflect a little upon what I have stated I flatter 
myself you will try to repair the past by the future and, instead of 
opposing us in the searches we are making and shall make for the 
goods and persons of our enemies, you will give the facilities we 
have the right to expect from a good friend and ally. 

If not Monsieur (which I do not wish to believe) I shall be 
obliged to represent the matter to the Admiral who will doubt- 
less know how to obtain his rights. 

1 shall await your reply before making up my despatch and 
hope you will make it in French as I do not understand the Dutch 
language. 

I have given orders to Lieutenant Clark of the Admiral’s ship 
to narrate to you what he saw yesterday evening and also to 

> Jacob Larwoot van Schevichaven. 
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request your assistance in regard to the information given to us 
of the property of the Moors carried into your bounds. I expect 
in accordance with your promises that you will place guards over 
them and that you will permit some commissary on our behalf to 
make an inventory of them. 

I have, &c. c\:c., Henrv Speke. 

164. Translation of a letter from the Dutch CounciU Hugli, to Admiral 
Watson, dated 16 January, 1757.^ 

Although, for aught we know to the contrary, we have always 
observed the duties of friendship towards the British nation in its 
discomfiture as far as was possible without giving too much 
offence to the Government, yet your Excellency, far from evincing 
any sign of being sensible thereof, immediately before your arrival 
at Culpy, in a letter dated 14 December, treated Mr. Bisdom, the 
Director of the Netherlands East India Company in Bengal, in a 
most off-hand and ungracious manner, and warned him, upon 
forfeiture of our mutual friendship, not to choose the part of the 
Moorish Government, just as if we were suspected of such guilty 
steps, whilst all the world knows that our scrupulous and sincere 
observance of the neutrality has cost our Company well-nigh five 
lacs of rupees, but the respect we feel for ycnir Excellency’s 
character and the satisfaction we felt at your appearance, removed 
every feeling of vexation, and the Director in his reply did nothing 
but courteously welcome you, giving at the same time an assurance 
of his adherence to strict neutrality, as appears from his letter of 
the iQth December. 

Afterwards in your later missive of the i6th of the aforesaid 
month your Excellency demanded, on the ground of the friendship 
existing between the King of Great Britain and the States-General, 
a few pilots and some boatswain’s mates, a service which in time 
of peace woiild^e of no importance whatever. But besides our 
being quite un*le to do so on account of the illness of the greater 
part of our river pilots and watermen, it would, forsooth, be 
rightly looked upon by the Government of the country as an evident 
proof of hostility for us to promote thereby the plans of its 
adversary ;• and whereas, as far as our knowledge extends, no such 
^ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague 



BEI^CAL IN 1766-67 


109 


close alliance is known between two separate nations as to make 
the one bound to throw itself into evident peril with the mere 
view of saving the other, our Director, Mr. Bisdom, in his reply 
of the 20 th (? 2 ist) of the above-mentioned month laid be fore your 
Ejicellency our weak condition and the probability of our ruin, 
if we deviated from neutrality, together with such depr<'^ :ttM>ns, 
exf)()stiilations and warnings as he consi^kred convincing. 

Blit in despite thereof, one of our boatswain’s mates of the 
rumpany’s brigantine De Ryder, ]nsx arrived off Rernag.*', was 
r.irried off by force by the crew of one of tl^e mcn-of-war and taken 
on board, where the man was compelled to bring up \ our Excel- 
lency’s war ships here alongside the Moorish fort, without your 
l£xcellency’s having deigned to take the least iiora.e of the Director’s 
jU'olest in his letter of the 8th instant, but yon have even connived 
at, nay, even as we must fain gather from your E.xcellency’s latest 
missive of the nth instant, even forsooth directly ordered all the 
mischievous doings and hostilities coimnitted by the seamen sent 
against the Moors, both in the seizing of loaded \'essels from our 
water frontage and in the harrassing of our village with the pillaging 
of some of the dwellings of our people, your Excellency, to give these 
hostile acts a quasi colour, giving as a pretext in the above-mentioned 
letter that we had concealed goods belonging to the Moors, nay, what 
is more, that we had helped the same Moors with artillery, pretences 
which will certainly not be credited by any one in the world, save your 
i-xcellency. And even supposing one or other of our Mohametan 
villagers had tried to find a safe place of deposit for his goods 
under our flag, would he not be free to do so, or is he actionable 
on account of his religion ? 

And in addition to the above-mentioned inimical acts an officer 
with a detachment of Major Kilpatrick’s military were posted in 
<mr village without our foreknowledge or sanction, and committed 
various acts of violence, thus publicly damaging our credit and 
infringing upon the rights of our flag. 

And, whereas all these wrongs, especially the first mentioned, 
will apparently be pregnant with injurious and ruinous results to 
our Company upon the Nawab’s arrival, we find ourselves com- 
pelled to protest most solemnly and emphatically not only against 
the aforesaid acts of violence and insolent conduct, but also 
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against those that may be further practised and committed by the 
men of the expedition under the command of your Excellency 
and the other officers cited, even as we do hereby protest 
against all expenses, damage and other evil consequences that 
might result from the above enterprises or any other that may be 
further contrived, which we leave to the responsibility of your 
Excellency ; reserving, further, to our Masters, the Netherlands 
India Company, the right and faculty to take satisfaction for the 
affront and vexations inflicted on them and their servants, where 
and whenever it shall scorn most fit to them. 

We have, &c. &c., A. Bisdom, R. H. Armenai lt, M. Tsinck, 
J. VAN SCHEVICHAVEN, J. HaCHEKACHT, S. I)E Hoog, M. 

Bastiaanse, S. Cromhon. 

165. Extract from Select Committee Proceeciinf^s, Fort William, 

16 January, 1757. Rung Loll Bramtn's Intelligence. 

That he went to the Nabob’s camp which was then at Amboe. 
That Souragud Dowla was there himself and about 2 hours after 
he moved from thence and encamped near Nya Saray. That he 
has with him about 15,000 horse and 7,000 gunmen, that he has a 
Train of about 50 pieces of cannon, six of which are large, the rest 
are small. That there are four sledges (? kedges) of baums 
(? bombs) or rockets behind the artillery. That there are 6 
waggons of gunpowder and 4 waggons of shott, where the red flag 
is hoisted. That Jaffer Cawn is about one cor^ above the Gunge at 
Hughly and Dussmatun ud Cawn at Nya Saray. That Rohim 
Cawn is on this side the river opposite the Gunge. That the 
Nabob has sixty boats with him, on which he designs to cross his 
army as soon as he has recovered Hughly. 

166. Extract from a letter from Coja Wajid to Colonel Clive, dated 

^ IT January, 1757. 

I have always harboured in my breast a particular regard for 
the English Company, for which reason and for the interest and 
benefit of your nation settled here, I have desired Mr. Renault, 
the Director of Chandernagore, to endeavour accommodating 
matters -between the Nabob and the English. Mr. Renault will 
inform you more particularly. 
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167. Translation of a letter from Mr. Bisdom to Captain Speke, dated 
HugU, 18 January, 1757.^ 

Sir, — I n reply to >our esteemed favour of the 15th instant, this 
is to apprize you that, since the proceedings undertaken bv >011 
against the Moors of Hoogley, all onr inhabitants and s. rvants 
have fled from fear, onr territorj beinsr all but oi>en in neailj iverj- 
direction, as will, no doubt, have beta report. <i to j.v. '.v \our 
■limed men who continue lu io\e about her. and inti t our 
ullage. Anyone may come and go without us lomiiig to our 
knowledge from want ''f tenants ai d v.iti hnice, mil to mention 
the fact, as well known to yourself .i' to mt , that it is always 
possible to buy the .services of the natives r,,i i penny or so, 
wherefore I am greatl} astonished that \ou uibe m\ powerless- 
ness 111 the matter to a want of sinceriti n the observance of 
neutrality and the maintenance of the published prohibition. To 
the same cause wo should have to astribe the conveyance of some 
goods of a Mooiish dweller into our village, if such be true, as I 
assuie you, on m) word of honour, I have luwti heard the least 
thing about it before the receipt of your letter: and I have 
intci ceded for mv villagers t which was not in order to frustrate 
jour designs^, but as I consideied it an obligation I owed to the 


residents in our territory. 

.\s regards the fugitives whom I am said to have protected, 

I hereby positively assure jou I have had no Moors of considera- 
tion with me, save only Jubbo, the half-broUier of \\ azid, a 
dweller in our village ; further a nephew of Mirza Reza. vvho 1 
accordance with an old custom of his on his retiirn from Dhecca 
(? Decca) annually sojourns at Siutoura <? C;.»«®ura) and a 
Persian, who has already h.ed here since the time ^^or 
Huyghens, being lately come from Persia . ui ura . 

HonLr expect me to arrest and surrender 

nay, even foreign fugitives (whom, however, ec are • j „j 

coL across), for Lw could such 

consistent with neutrality in respect to t e ooris » oa-nja /?\ 
Did I arrest or deliver over to the 

when he was pursued by the Moors rig t in o ou ^ q£- 

wished to drag him with violence to the ur ar 

• Bengal Correspondence, the Ha«ue 
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some freight goods ? Did I not become security and afford him 
an opportunity to escape, not being able to protect him by force 
without infringing the neutrality on the other side ? 

And in order that your Honour should not again look upon my 
assertions as paltry excuses, I hereby offer, though not bound 
thereto, to declare on my solemn oath, that I will do everything 
possible to preserve the good harmony of our two nations for the 
prevention of further disputes, and to affirm before the w'orld that 
I am innocent of all the accusations laid to my charge, and that 
I have been absolutely compelled to make the protest of which 
I herewith send you a copy. 

From information received, after the accusation that the guard 
in our village was placed there upon the advice of our P'iscal, the 
latter, who, however, is not so well acquainted with the English 
language but what he may have made a nvistake in expressing 
himself, declares his readiness at any time to affirm on oath that 
it never entered his mind to tell either Major Kilpatrick or 
Captain Smith that he should like to have a company of English 
soldiers sent to our village, but that he merely intended to say 
that it appeared to him a good thing if a few English soldiers were 
sent to restrain the excesses of the British sailors and remove 
them from our village, as it might have led to dire consequences if 
forcible resistance were offered them by our soldiers. 

The inventory requested by you of the goods of the inhabitants 
at whose dwellings I have placed a guard, I cannot grant, firstly 
because the Nawab would take it very ill of us and secondly 
because it would be against the legal privileges of our in-dwellers. 

In accordance with your Honour's request I annex a French 
translation, but unsigned on account of my slight acquaintance 
with that tongue, whilst its preparation has also delayed the 
•despatch of this letter longer than I should have wished. 

I have, &c.|jj^c., A. Bisdom. 

i68. Tramlaiion of a letter from the Dutch Council , Hugli, to 
Admiral Watson, dated i8 January, 1757.^ 

Whereas we have been informed that not only most of our craft 
late sailing downwards, but also two captains of our Company’s 
^ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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vessels have been stopped, and are detained on board your Excel- 
lency’s ship, whereby our Company is exposed to great inconveni- 
ence and loss in despatching its ships, not to mention the wrong 
done to our flag. We have, therefore, deputed two members ol 
otfr Council, Armenault and Bacheracht. to inquire into the reasons 
that can have moved your Excellency to such procedure. We 
doubt not but that after hearing the said deputation, vou will 
immediately give orders for the release of all of tliem. 

We have, &c. &c., A. Hisdom, R. H. Armenault, M. Tsinck, 
J. VAN SCHIEVICHAVEN, J. BaCHKRACH 1 . S, DL HoOCi, M. BaS- 
TiAANSE, and S. Cromhon. 


tGq. Translation of a Utter from the French 'unicily C handemaf^ore, 
to the Syndics and Dircetc^rs of the Inuia Company at Pans, 
dated i8 Jamiary^ 1757-* 

Gentlemen, — The channel by which we transmit you the 
J 'resent letter does not allow us to delay it in order to answer the 
two letters, which you did us the honour to write in December 
^755> and which reached us only a few days ago by patamars. 
We can only acknowledge their receipt and assure the Company 
in advance of our zeal to carry out all the arrangements communi- 
cated to us in the lirst of these letters and of our exactitude in 
scrupulously observing every detail so far as circumstances will 
allow us. 

You will have seen, Gentlemen, by all that wc have had the 
honour of writing you since last January that if the trou es, 
which have happened in Europe and which you have communicate 
to us, have upset the plans you had formed for procuring for pe 
factories in India, and especially for Chandernagore, a con ition 
less irksome than that of which we have explained to you the 
details, on the other hand the events which have happened m 
Bengal have entirely upset all the ordinary operations of commerce, 
and have made it impossible for us to despatch the single vessel 
sent us from Europe for the reasons explained in our previous 
letters, the duplicates of which we will send you on another occasion. 

^ Bibliothbque Nationalc MSS., Paris* 
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Our embarrassments have only increased since the departure of 
those letters. As we had foreseen our position has become more 
critical than ever since the advantages gained by the English. 
Nothing indeed was more false than the rumour w'hich was spread 
of their having made terms with the Nawab. The Nawab was 
never willing to listen to any of their propositions, which were in 
truth a little extravagant, for the Admiral required that Calcutta 
should be restored to him in the state it was in before the capture, 
and also that the Company and all private persons should be re- 
couped for all the losses they had suffered. Accordingly having 
seen the uselessness of their attempts, they came up the river and 
on the 31st December attacked by land and water a fort named 
Budge Budge situated on its banks. Although this was only an 
earthwork and the Moors had only 2.000 men they held it for 10 
hours, but they have made nothing like the same resistance in 
Mukwa Tana, another fort below Calcutta, nor in Calcutta itself, 
where they merely fired off a few' guns which killed from 12 to 20 
men on the Admiral’s ship. This is practically all the loss the 
English have suffered in taking possession of these three places. 

We were still ignorant of the capture of Calcutta and believed 
the English in front of Budge Budge, w^hen we sent Messrs. 
Laporterie and Sinfray as a deputation to the Admiral in order to 
find out their intentions. Their instructions were, in general, to 
have an interview with him, to ascertain if we were to regard the 
English as enemies, seeing the rumours afloat of the declaration 
of war in Europe and its announcement in Bombay, or whether 
he intended to maintain the neutrality always observed in the 
Ganges between Europeans, in which case w'e proposed to make a 
treaty to prevent the commission of any act of hostility. You 
will receive, Gentlemen, by another channel the papers concerning 
this negotiation in w'hich you will see the details of all that has 
passed andKlie formal refusal of Admiral Watson to sign the 
treaty unless we w'ould make a defensive and offensive alliance 
against the Nawab. This arrangement by no means suiting us 
we were compelled at all risks to recall our deputies and we have 
been, only the more, impelled to continue our preparations and to 
keep ourselves on guard, for it was natural to think that the 
English, to whom it was essential not to have us for enemies^ 
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rejected the neutrality only to reserve for themselves the power of 
attacking us whenever they considered they could do so advanta- 
geously; we had all the more reason to suspect them of this 
design because in the interview with the deputies, the Admiral 
pretended that we had committed breacht^^ of this neutrality m 
the Ganges during the last war and that wo had reccutJ} given 
assistance to the Nawab at the time of the capture (‘f Calcutta, 
although there were so many proi^fs to the contrary ever- on the 
testimony of his own compatriots. Besides all tliese reasons, 
which were more than sufficient for (Mr distrusting them, they 
were preparing to push their advantage and were going to send 
a part of their forces up the river to attack Hugh, a town situated 
a league above Chandernagore and impc'itaai because of its size 
and because it is the ordinary residence of tiie Faujdar. 

On the return of the deputies uc doubted for a long time, in the 
'late of incertitude in which we were as to the intentions of the 
1-nglish, w'hether it were wise to allow* them to pass under our 
( aiinon to seize a place which permitted them to place us under 
two lires, and the capture of which might draw on us a quarrel with 
i he Government, which would repnxich us for not having stop'iped 
ii>> enemies w hen we could. On the other hand it w'as alleged that 
our Factory was exposed to serious danger of being burnt if wc 
opposed the passage of the English ships, w'hich we could not do 
waihout the Nawab’s orders. Besides the Ganges having always 
been neutral water and the English not having yet committed any 
act of hostility, but on the contrary having allowed some of our 
vessels to pass, we could not take it upon us to begin the attack 
without express orders, or at least without some infraction of the 
neutrality on their part, and in consequence it was unanimously 
agreed, after having maturely considered the reasons on both sides, 
not to depart from the neutrality and to continue solely to hold 
ourselves prepared for all events in such a fashion as to deprive 
them of the desire to attempt anything against our colonj^. 

As for the English, though they did not know the result of our 
deliberations, and though they must have been vcr>^ anxious about 
jt, it seems from the carelessness with which they passed that 
they never even believed it could enter into our thoughts to dis- 
pute tht pasage with them, so haughtily did they behave. The 

20 2 
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gth in the afternoon the5'*pa.^ed before our Factor>' in a frigate of 
20 guns, a brigantine and several boats or sloops, guided by Dutch 
pilots, without condescending to salute our flag or sending ashore 
to show the least ix>liteness. From here they went and anchored 
almost before Chinsurah, and next morning, after having landefl 
a portion of their troops at the last house in this colony, they 
advanced in good order on the town of Hugh, which the Moors 
had abandoned to devote themselves to the defence of the fort ; 
but the Moors frightened by the fire which was set to the houses 
on all sides and by the cannon shot fired from the frigate which had 
approached close to the bank in order to batter [the walls] retired 
about 3 a.m. and the English immediately entered by the breach. 

This is, up to the present time, the extent of their advantages^ 
more brilliant than solid, for the capture of this place, in which 
they have not found much booty, decides nothing in their favcnir 
and will only irritate the Nawab, whose army is a da\'s journey 
from Hugh, Whatever pretence the English may make that they 
will maintain themselves in this town, there is little appearance of 
their doing so or that they \Nill divide their force between this 
town and Calcutta at the risk of seeing themselvt‘S driven from 
both at once. What is certain is that they \\ ill speedily have on 
their hands all the troops of Siraj-uddaula, who is always in a 
position to repair his losses and will not hesitate to sacrifice 
men to keep them ceaselessly on the alert, w^hereas the slightest 
check might deprive them of all resources and oblige them to 
withdraw. In fact whatever success they may have, one may 
perhaps be sure that they will never re-establish themselves firmly 
without coming to terms with the Government, and that it will 
be only by virtue of a treaty that they will be at peace in Bengal. 
But whatever may be the result of these events we think we have 
always much more to fear from the Nawab than from the English, 
or to speak n||||re exactly we think we have everything to fear on 
the part of the former, whether he is successful in scattering his 
enemies or whether he is beaten. Our fears indeed on this sub- 
ject are no longer mere doubts after what M. Law has written to 
the Director, that Siraj-uddaula has left Muxadavat with rage in 
his heart against Europeans in general, and that he is a man of 
such ferocity that if he is defeated he may be guilty of the 
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jj[reatest excesses against thfe sinall^ fii^ories ^nd may cut the 
throats of all in them to avenge himself at any rate on some 
J^uropeans for the affront which he has received from others, 
though of a different nation. You know too well, Gentleman! 
^hat were our fears on this subject last June at the tirr(‘ of the 
attack on Calcutta, and what was the eveni^ vvhich dissipated 
them. 

Ill reference to the forniei of the suppositions mentionc A above, 
the defeat of the English and their second c\piil^ion from 
the country, that would b« a much muic desperate position for us, 
for one cannot say how far the Nawah would push \ lolence, and 
whether he would not be equally inclined tc* re\enge upon us this 
last irruption of the English. M. Law adds in fact in his letter 
that this is the general rumour, and that th. Nawab, t'nraged at the 
English burning and ravaging evtTything, in the most terrible 
<lisposition against us whom he believes to be in connivance with 
them because we allowed them to jiass on their way to Hugli and 
tluit he is resolved to rid himself, once for all, of all the Europeans 
M attered throughout his government. Such a statement, which 
deserves the most can^ful attention, makes us believe that we are 
now, as it were, in the most critical condition possible, and W'e see 
«ilrcady a moral imjiossihility in following for any length of time 
the plan of neutrality which w'c have prescribed for ourselves, 
unless we hazard everything. In a position so embarassing we 
think we ought to be guided by circumstances, and if, notwith- 
standing our resolution not to depart from the neutrality we see 
there will be as much risk in keeping it as in declaring for one 
^ide or another, we think that the orders we have received from 
Pondicherry authorize us to take whatever course we shall judge 
most advantageous to the Company and ally ourselves either to 
the English or to the Moors. But as an alliance with the former 
is not acceptable for many reasons, of which the strongest is the 
sacrifice of the persons resident in the little factories [up-country] 
'vhich such action w'ould immediately bring about, we shall not 
hesitate to allv ourselves with the Nawab, whose friendship may 
procure us great advantages in the augmentation of our privileges 

/ It is difficult to guess what Renault refers to, unless he means the heavy contribu- 
tion the French had to pay. 



BENGAL IN 1756-57 


Ii8 

and several other matters, not to mention the injury we shall do to 
che special enemy of our nation in obliging her to retire perhaps 
with loss, and to abandon an enterprise for the accomplishment of 
which she has stripped her principal establishments in India. 
Whilst waiting however on the course of events, we have eagerly 
seized this favourable opportunity to erect outposts in the principal 
avenues of the town, to mask by earthworks the two gates of the 
fort, and especially to pull down the church and the house of the 
Jesuits, the octagon in the Dutch garden, the houses of the banians, 
and in general all those houses which by their proximity could 
most incommode the factory [if they were cx cupiecl by the enemy J. 

If by these demolitions, which are absolutely nt.‘cessary for the 
safety of the fort, and by all our other preparations, we can 
accomplish our object, which is to force the English to treat iw 
with respect, we shall have reason to be thankful to our foresight 
when we think what has happened and is actually now happening 
at Chinsurah. The Dutch, who ridiculed our precautions, have had 
reason to repent of their negligence in this respect, for under pre- 
text that their lands and those of Hugh run into each other the 
English have spread through their Settlement to pillage the Moorish 
houses, and in the confusion some belonging to the Dutch have 
also been involved in ruin. Now it is said the English demand from 
them five lakhs and all their pilots. The ladies also, who think 
they are no longer in safety there, have all left the place. 

To give some colour to these acts of violence the English re- 
proach the Dutch with having furnished the Faujdar with guns, 
and further assert that their Factory is even now filled with rigging, 
munitions of war, and other articles from the pillage of Calcutta- 
The Dutch are so much the more embarassed in this compromising 
condition because they have still more to fear from the resentment 
of the Nawab than we have as they furnished the English with pilots 
who brought 4[||) their vessels to Hugh, and also secretly allowed 
a portion of their garrison to desert to them. It is not possible 
th^i Siraj-uddaula who has committed upon them, as upon us, 
such cruel outrages for not having furnished him with assistance 
in his expedition to Calcutta, will treat them less roughly on this 
occasion when they have aided his enemies and contributed to the 
ruin of one of his towns. The position in which they have put 
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themselves in order to propitiate the English makes the action of 
the latter still more incomprehensible, and proves to us more than 
ever the utility of our preparations, without which perhaps we 
should have had still more to suffer from the insolence of the 
conquerors, and that with so much the more reason a^, they 
must have regarded us as enemies. 

The Council at Calcutta, to whom we wrote a lett<‘i of con- 
gratulation on their re-estuMishment. sent us their thanks on the 
(jth of this month, and acaHTipanied their letter In a Manifesto 
^>etting forth all the subjects of coTnplaint they ha\(.- against the 
Nnwal), which have forcc^d them to dt^rlarc w ir against him and 
all his subject's in tlic name of the Eng]i>h Company. They 
conclude this paper by warning theKuroj^.o. nations that they 
have no intention of interfering with them, their property or 
their privileges, provided thesi‘ same l^uropeans observe the 
most exact neutrality between them and the Nawab and do not 
assist the latter cither directly or indirectly. As to this clause 
which they have insert(‘d and which opens the door to all kinds of 
arbitrary interpretations, wt' cannot think it was put in without 
design, though it is <juite just in itself, and we have judged that 
prudence wall not allow us to relax any of the precautions which 
w'o have taken, all the more because this Manifesto was not issued 
by nor even confirmed by the Admiral, w ho takes no orders from 
the Council, and acts independently. It even appears to us that 
this promise of tranquillity does not enter at all into his ideas, 
which are nothing less than pacific to judge by his last words to 
our deputies in reference to our refusal to join him, that e 
would be forced to try hi<=; luck. We have had still further reason 
to confirm ourselves in tins belief by a Manifesto which he also 
sent us a few days later, by which he in his turn and in the 
name of the King of England declares war against the Nawab. 
He concludes in exactly the same w'ay as the ounci o 
Calcutta. He gives warning that any ship, to whomsoever it may 
belong and to whatever nation, w’liich is found carrj ing so lers, 
arms or munitions of war, and which lands them in 
lands, places or rivers in the dominion of the said Nawab will be 
seized and declared lawful prize as being laden with contraban 
of war. This law which he imposes in a countrj^ where he is 
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not the ruler, and which he will interpret as he thinks convenient, 
shows us that, flattered by his recent successes, he already com- 
mences to speak as a master, and to lay down conditions the 
non-execution of which will put him in a position to make 
prizes. • • 

So probable a suspicion ^nving us the right to repel force by 
force we foresee that we shall be obliged, in spite of our wishes, to 
fortify ourselves by an alliance with the Moors and to cause the 
evil which they wish to do to us to fall upon the English. 

We are, cVc. &c., Renai’li, M, b'oi knii k, Cmllot, Nicolas. 

170. Translation of a letter from Monsieur M. Fournier to Monsieur le 
Marquis Dufleix at Pans, dated Clianderna^ore, 18 January, 
I757-* 

Sir, — Since the capture of Calcutta in June of last year, which 
I had the honour to mention in my letter of the 24th August 
following, the English remained inactive at Fulta till December 
when Admiral Watson’s squadron arrived in the Ganges with 
about tw'O thousand five hundred men, of whom one thousand 
were Europeans and the rest sepoys. They at once took Budge 
Budge, which had been fortified by the Moors, and Mukwa Tana, 
without much resistance on the part of the latter. Calcutta, 
which followed in almost the same way was not better defended 
than the other places. 

Afterwards they w'ent up |thc river] to Hugh with a frigate of 
twenty guns, a brigantine and four boats. The terror amongst 
the Moors was so great, that the Faujdar who commanded there 
did not hold cut only a few^ hours against the cannonade of 
these little vessels. He retired with his troops some leagues 
inland, and the English having taken possession of the fortress 
blew up a part of it. and from it the conflagration spread into 
all the neigl^burhood, as far as the Great Ganj, [and] on the 
other side of the Ganges as far as opposite to Chinsurah. This 
expedition finished, they retook their w'ay to Calcutta, where they 
are working, w'ithout cessation, at fortifying themselves. The 
Nawab who arrived two days after their retreat, a little above 


* Bibhotheque Nationale MSS , Paris. 



BENGAL IN 176 W 7 


t2% 

Tribeni, stopped there some time for means to convey his army 
across the river. 

You will learn, Sir, from the letter of the Council of the Company 
here, into what embarrassment we are thrown by these revolutions, 
and what precautions we have taken, to put our Factoiy, far as 
is in our power, in a state of defence, as much aguinst tiuj liinglish 
as against the Moors, having no les^ cause to fear one than the 
<;ther, for the English hmlng now no reason to I'x.-have oroperly 
in the Cianges, may well undertake some (MUerpiise against our 
< olony if they get the advantage over ihe Xawab. and the latter 
who comes, so they say, with ragt in hi. against [all] 

Muiopeans, may equally do us all the evil h<‘ ean li he is victorious 
a second time over the English. 

This position. Sir, is so much the in(M' ^ ritical as we find our- 
selves without silver, without co dit, without resources, and with 
a very feeble garrison. It is mucli to be hoped that Pondicherry 
may soon be able to send us the reinforcements which are so 
necessary to us and which wc wait for with the utmost impatience. 

My wife and family present their respects to you. We have the 
honour to present them equally to Madame the Manjuise. 

I have that of being with respect, Sir, your very humble and 
very obedient servant, M. P'oi kniek. 

171. Letter from Select Committee, Fori William, to Colonel Clive, 
dated 18 January, 1757. 

Sir, — O ur letter to the Select Committee of Port Saint George 
under date the 8th instant w'ill inform you of our sentiments upon 
the extraordinary’ conduef of those gentlemen in respect to the 
expedition they have set on foot for the recoveiy of the Honorable 
Company’s Settlements, estates, rights and priviledges in these 
provinces. Since the dispatch of those advices we have procured 
a copy w'ith a perusal of your instructions ; copy of which wc 
think should have been transmitted to us from the Committee. 

For the reasons given in that letter supported by a Commission 
received from the Honorable Company this season (to the tenor 
of which we think their conduct diametrically oposite), we think 
it our duty to require you as follows. 
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That you recede from the independent powers given you by the 
Committee of Fort Saint George as Commander-in-Chief of their 
land forces, and subject yourself to the orders of this Presidency. 

That you strictly comply with and follow whatever plans of 
military operations the Select Committee of Fort William may 
judge proper to point out, and that you do not think of making 
any treaty of peace or accommodation with the Subah without 
their concurrence and approbation. 

That you remain in Bengal with the troops under your command 
untill honorable and advantageous terms can be obtained from the 
Subah, and that when circumstances will admit of your leaving us, 
the number of men necessary for our defence be submitted to our 
determination, in which we shall give due attention to the exigences 
of the gentlemen at Fort Saint George. 

We are further of opinion that your muster rolls, victuallers’, 
paymaster’s, and commissary's accounts should be laid before our 
Committee of Accompts to be inspected and passed agreeable to 
the Honorable Company’s directions. 

We must likewise demand the attested copies of the phirmaund 
and the orders to the Subaha and other officers, to comply with the 
tenor of those grants, and in the last place wc think it necessary 
to require that such part of the military stores as are not imme- 
diately wanted in the camp, with the cash consigned singly to you, 
be submitted to our directions. 

These, Sir, are the demands we think it our duty to make, and 
hope to find you (upon mature consideration) inclinable to comply 
with them ; but if contrary to our expectation (and we think in 
violation of our rights) you are determined to abide by the 
independant powers given you by the Select Committee of Fort 
Saint George, we must not only represent to our Honorable 
Masters such a refusal on your part as an infringment of the 
authority thejjj;iave invested in us, but 'must exculpate ourselves 
from any bad consequences attending it, by protesting against you 
and the said Select Committee. 

We are, &c. Roger Drake, Junior, William Watts, 
Richard Becher, J. Z. Holwell. 
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172. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Select Committee , Fori William y 
dated Campy 20 Janmryy 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I have received your letter which you wen* 
pleased to send me under date the iSth and flattered niyst'lf your 
sentiments so fully expressed in the letter to the gentleiner. of the 
Select C'ommittee at Fort Saint George would liave been .le< med 
sufficient without calling upon me to surrender an authority you 
are sensible I cannot do but to those who entrusted nui i\. 

What I have had the honor to r. present to the Soaid, 1 now 
take an opportunity of repeating in writing, that 1 di^ not intend 
to make use of iny powaT for acting separately ironi you without 
you reduce me to the necessity of .so doing, l»ui as far as concerns 
the means of executing those powers you will excuse me, Gentlemen, 
if I refuse to give them up. I cannot do it without forfeiting the 
trust reposed in me by the Select t onimittee of hort Saint George. 

It does not become me as an individual to give my opinion 
whether the conduct of the gentlemen of P'ort Saint George has 
been faulty or not ; that point must be determined by our 
Superiors, to whom a particular account of their Proceedings 
lias been transmitted. 

I have but one interest, which is that of the Company, and as> 
long as that is kept in view, I do assure you, Gentlemen, you shall 
always find me ready to follow your instructions. 

All accounts relative to the Madras detachment agreeable to 
the Committee's directions are to be passed by me ; copies of all 
such accounts with the lists of stores, lS:c., 1 shall do m3rsel t e 
pleasure of sending you in a few days; and if you will supp y me 
with an assistant, I will deliver you copies of the attested copies 
of the phinnaund and the order to the Subahs and other officers to 
comply with the tenor of those grants, and at my departure from 
hence the original shall be delivered you likewise. 

I have, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

173. Leiter frmn Colonel Clive to Admiral Uflison, dated Camp, 

20 January, 1757 - 

Sir,— Enclosed I have the honour to send you a return of our 
present strength in camp, to which if the Grenadier company 
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be added our whole military force, rank and file, will not exceed 
300 Europeans. You are very sensible, Sir, that with sickness 
and other accidents how far this force falls short of what wa*s 
intended to act offensively against the Nabob of Bengal ; indeed 
at present nothing but our strong situation can enable us to act 
against him at all. I must therefore request the favour of you. 
Sir, to land the King’s forces and to lay your commands on the 
officer who commands them to put himself under my orders ; 
assuring you at the same time that whenever you think it for the 
good of the service to recall them, upon signification thereof to 
me by letter, they shall be returned. 

I have, ^fec. &c., RoiiKKT C'livk. 

* 

174. Letter from Colonel Clive to Seth Mahioh Rai and Mahanija 
Swamp Chand, dated 21 Janm\r\\ 1757. 

I have received the letter which you did me the honour to write 
and have communicated the contents to the (lovernor and Council 
of Calcutta. 

It is with great pleasure I find you so readt' to make use of 
your interest with the Nabob to come into terms of accommoda- 
tion, and to settle the troubles of this country. It w^ould be but 
repeating to }’ou what you have heard from all mouths, the 
devastation and ruin committed by Seraja Dowla on the English. 
It would be unfolding a tale too horrible to repeat if I was to 
relate to you the horrid cruelties and barbarities inflicted upon 
an unfortunate people to whom the Nabob in a great part owes 
the riches and grandeur of his province. \o than 120 people, 
the ^rciiicsi part of them gentlemen of family and distinction, bein^ 
put to an i^nominiuics death in one night and in such a manner as 
li'as quite inconsistent with the character of a man of courage or 
humanity, such as I have always heard the Nabob represented to he, 
and for thi^^xason I believe it must have been done without his 
knowledge. Under these circumstances how can you expect we 
should any longer defer our resentment. Did we not send many 
letters to the Nabob in expectation that he would have sent 
answers thereto and complied with our just demands? Did 
we not. wait many days at Fulta without committing any 
hostilities ? Did not the Governor of Budgbudge first declare 
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war against the English by firing on the King's ships ? What 
could we do but resent such treatment ! Notwithstanding these 
jDst reasons of complaint you will find us ready to conclude such 
a Peace as I think both for the interest of the Nabob and of the 
Company, to which purpose I send yon enclosed the proposals on 
which we are willing to treat. As you are man of sense, you 
will easily see the justice of our demands, and use y<au interest 
with the Nabob to induct* luin to comply with them. In doing 
\un will get the name of a patriot and prevent the . ‘uniry irom 
l)eing made a scene of ruin and de^iti in tion. Von should consider 
that tile English, are a great nation, and that a King leigns over 
them not infenor in power to the Inmself. What resent- 

ment will not His Imperial Majesty e\i>ress when he comes to 
hear of the death of so many of his faithful subjects ? You should 
likewise consider that the groat ('ommander of His Majesty's 
*'iiips IS sent to rejiresent him in person, and that I have the same 
power, as the King of l.ngland’s officer, and have my commission 
.signed by his own hand. I hope you will not think me vain in 
telling you that w'e have had as powerful enemies as the Nabob to 
deal with upon the Coast of Coromandel and been attended wdth 
success ; the like nia} hap^pen here. However I hope the Nabob 
w ill not redilce us to the cruel necessity of trying our strength, for 
after all success depends upon God alone, w ho will aid and assist 
the injured. 

Letter from Colonel Clive to C oju U ajidf dutccl 
21 January, 1757. 

I have received both your letters and I do assure you I look 
upon you as a good friend and well-wisher to the English, and 
shall always be glad of an opportunity of doing you all the service 
in m}- power. It was with great concern I heard of your losses- 
at Hughley, which I think must be very considerable, but I do- 
assure you what w'as done there was not meant against you, but 
against the city of Hughley in revenge for the ruin of Calcutta. 
You know very well with what barbarous circumstances the destrw- 
t'on of that place was attended, and it was resolved before we left 
Chinapatam that that city should fall a sacrifice. 
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The letter you mention to have wrote to Major Killpatrick 
neither he nor I have seen, so believe it must have miscarried. 

You have doubtless heard of what we have done upon the coast 
of Coromandel. What numerous and powerful enemies we have 
always had to encounter, and yet we have been constantly suc- 
cessful, which will lead you to consider of the fatal consequences 
that may attend a war in this country, especially if any other 
enemy should rise up and join us against the Nabob, which it will 
he in his power to prevent by listening to our proposals, which I 
enclose for your perusal ; and I hope you will use your interest to 
induce the Nabob to comply with them, and bring this matter to 
a happy conclusion, and the Nabob shall find the English his 
friends instead of enemies, ready to join him and fight for him 
against all the disturbers of his province. 

I cannot upon many accounts approve of the intervention of 
the French in these affairs. Your integrity and friendship I can 
safely rely on, and beg that you and the Seat^ will be mediators 
between the Nabob and us. 


176. Proposah to the Nazoab enclosed in the tico /orcgoiitfj; letters, 

1. That the Nabob cause satisfaction to be made to the 
Company, to the English and all other inhabitants under their 
protection, for all the losses they have sustained by the captures 
of Calcutta, C'ossimbazar, and all their other Settlements ; that he 
cause restitution to be made of all goods, effects, merchandise, 
&c., seized at the different aurungs, 

2. That he put the Company in full possession of all the 
countries, villages, priviledges, &c., ‘granted them by the royal 
phirmaund, 

3. That he suffer the English to secure and fortify themselves 
in their o\w|| possessions in such manner as not to be liable to the 
like misfortunes in future. 

4. That he suffer the Company to erect a mint in Calcutta, 
endowed with the same priviledges with the mint at Muxadavad, 
and that if the rupees of Calcutta be of equal weight and fineness 
with those of Muxadavad they may pass current without any 
deduction of batta. 
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177. Translation of Coja Wajii^s reply to the Gentlemen of tJte 
Council^ Chandernagore,^ 

In general, Coja Wajid asks that the proposals for peace made 
by the gentlemen of the Secret Committee should be translated 
into Persian and signed or at least sealed with the ‘..’al of the 
Secret Committee, so that the Nawab may himself sec and 

< \amine these proposals aiid reph to them also ur-'der bis seal, 
which will make the communications on both sides more 
lutlioritative. * 

1. Coja Wajid thinks there will be no difnciilty dbout the first 
article. 

2. Coja Wajid asks the English to fi.\ tlie amount of damages 

< laimed, if it is wished to make the Nawab 1 t sponsible for the pillage 
uf Calcutta by his troops. It setMiis to him that if the gentlemen of 
the Secret Committee sincerely desire peace, they can only reason- 
ably demand and claim the merchandize and property taken at 
t alcutta besides those mentioned in the inventory already prepared. 

3. As regards the right of fortification Coja Wajid thinks that 
iliis article may be granted in the terms demanded. 

4. As regards the fourth article he says that, seeing that the 
English nation has never had this privilege in Bengal, it is not 
right to demand it, and further the Nawab is not able to grant 
a right which depends upon the Mogul and which might damage 
the currency of that Prince. 

178* Letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, dated H.M.S. 

'Kent,* 21 January, 1757. 

SiK, — I have received y(>ur favour of yesterday’s date, enclosing 
me a return of your little army, and desiring the King’s forces may 
be sent to join you. I cannot help thinking the number of your 
own troops are too few even to act defensively against the Nabob, 
therefore I have 'given orders to the captains of the several ships 
to discharge their troops, and have directed Captain Weller to join 
you, and put himself under your command until further orders. 

I am, &c. &c., Chas. Watson. 

’ Apparently Coja Wajid replied to Clive’s proposals through the French, with 
'^vhom he was better acquainted than with the English. 
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179. Translation of a letter from the Dutch Director and Council^ 
Hugliy to Admiral Watson, dated 22 January, 1757.^ 

Excellkncv, — Havinp: received intelligence from a good source 
that the Nawab would fain see the disputes existing between him 
and the British nation settled through our intercession, we take 
the liberty of informing you thereof, wnth a request that you will 
kindly advise us of your ideas on the subj('ct. And our deputy- 
members Messrs. Armcnault and Hacheracht having reported 
concerning the favourable results of their commission to your 
Excellency, we cannot forbear expressing our gratitude, whilst the 
matter of the granting of a pass to the munjhh of vessels to be 
sent down shall be treated in accordance with }'our Excellency’s 
instructions. 

We have, etc. A. BisnoM, K. H. AKMHXArLT, M. Tsinck, 
J. L. VAN ScHK\ icnAVKN, J. Hachkracht, S. Di-: Hooc.. M. Has- 
TIAANSE, S. CkoMHON. 

180. Letter from Mr, Matthew Collet to Council, Fort William, 

dated 22 January, 1757. 

Honourable Sir ano Sirs, — As Mr. Holwell in his letter to 
the Court of Directors of the (30th) of November last, has arraigned 
my conduct in regard to the loss of Cossimbazar factory, I must 
b(^g leave to reply in a few lines, and set him right in some par- 
ticulars which he has misrepresented. He says, he wonders why 
Mr. Batson and I, would trust ourselves in the camp, when we 
knew Mr. Watts was a prisoner, to which I rej)ly that when we 
were sent for as it was told us to finish the dispute with the Nabob 
we did not know Mr. Watts w’as prisoner, any more than that he 
was detained, till we arrived to sign the machulka, though on our 
arrival in the camp it was neither presented, nor mentioned to us, 
nor did we ever sign it or see it, notwithstanding Mr. Holw'ell’s 
affirmation \we did. Again he says that I wrote from Cossim- 
bazar that I w'as obliged to deliver up the Factory. I wrote that 
the next day after Mr. Watts, Mr, Batson, and self went to the 
camp, we were told on the road by Roy Doolub that the Nabob 
insisted on having our cannon and ammunition, but that nothing 
else should be touched. We stopped for some time, and after con- 

' Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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suiting together agreed to deliver them, (for reasons we have 
already given our Honourable Masters in Mr. Watts and my 
letter from Chandernagore). The person pitched on to deliver 
them was myself, and I was sent with a guard of the Nabob’s to 
the Factory for that purpose. On m' arrival at the Factory gate, 

1 told the officer he must deliver up the cannon and ammunition 
to the person who was come to receive them ; he accordingly set 
about it, and many of the cannon were taken out wtien Mi. Batson 
was sent hack to the h actor}', and 1 was carried again to the 
ramp, so that during my stay neither the key-, of the gates, of the 
or of the ( nmpany’s treasure wen^ eithci delivered or 
dcniaiided, so that I could ncit w'Hte what tn ver happened, that 
1 delivtTed up the Factory. 

In n‘gard to Mr. Holwell’s insisting so iiuich that we ought to 
Iiave made some defence- though never so little, I shall reply that 
had we imagined the gentlemen of Calcutta were determined to go 
to the extremities they did, and not come to terms with the Nabob, 
It might have been right for us to have sacrificed ourselves to pro- 
ving their fate; but as we concluded that money w'as the only 
thing wanted though it w’as never expressly demanded, nor indeed 
IS it ever at first, but some fault is found with our conduct, and 
money afterwards quiets all, (for as to AJliverde Cawn’s last dying 
speech to his nephew', I look on it as a specious fable), 1 say 
judging this, w'e thought it more prudent to act as we did than go 
to blow's, which had w^e done and affairs afterwards been com- 
promised with the Nabob by the Calcutta gentlemen, I believe I 
need not say w'ho would have been the first to have accused us of 
rashly and imprudently involving the Company’s affairs. 

Since Mr. Hoi well has been so kind as to wish we may be able 
to vindicate ourselves, I must say I wush he may be as able, so 
that neither his conscience or the world may accuse him of acting 
since the first rise of these unhappy troubles otherwise than for 
the Company’s interest. I thank God I can lay my hand on my 
heart w’ithout accusing myself of any malpractice or deceit through 
this whole affair. If 1 have erred in judgment I readily submit to 
the censure of iny Employers and of the whole world, Mr. Holwell 
t^xcepted. 

I am, &c. &c., M. Collet. 

VOL. II. 
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l8i. Letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, dated 
' Kent,' 22 January, 1757. 

Dear Sir, — I have your favour enclosing me the translation of 
two letters you have received from Juggut Seat and Coja Wazeed. 
I am obliged to you for communicating them to me, and as it is 
your desire, I return them. I own I am not so very averse to our 
putting some confidence in the French, who 1 think would be glad 
at this juncture not to embroil themselves, but endeavour to make 
matters up betw'een our Company and the Nabob; and should it 
appear necessary to choose a mediator, most certainly the French 
ought to be preferred to the Dutch, who are only a Republic, and 
I am persuaded will not have the same weight, neither can it be 
so honourable to ourselves. 

I am, &c. &c., Chas. Watson. 


182. Letter from the Nawab to Admiral Watsou, dated 2.2^ January, 

1757- 

You write me that the King your Master sent you into India to 
protect the Company’s Settlements, trade, rights and privileges. 
The instant I received that letter I sent you an answer,^ but it 
appears to me that my reply never reached you, for which reason 
I write again. I must inform you that Roger Drake, the Com- 
pany’s chief in Bengal, acted contrary to the orders I sent him 
and encroached upon my authority. He gave protection to the 
King’s subjects who absented themselves from the inspection of 
the Durbar, w'hich practice I forbid, but to no purpose. On this 
[account] I was determined to punish him and accordingly expelled 
him my country. But it was my inclination to have given the 
English Company permission to carry on their trade as formerly, 
had another chief been sent here. For the good therefore of these 
provinces and the inhabitants, I send you this letter, and if you 
are inclined to re-establish the Company only appoint a chief, and 
you may depend upon my giving a currency to their commerce 
upon the same teril^ they heretofore 'enjoyed. If the English 


^ This assertion was never credited (/t/rs). 
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behave themselves like merchairts and follow my orders, they may 
rest assured of my favor, protection and assistance. 

{A t the bottom is wrote in the Nabob's own hand.) 

If you imagine that by carrying on a war against me you 
can establish your trade in these dominions you may do as you 
think fit. 


183. Letter from Admiral Watson to Mr. lU^dom, dated H.M.S. 

'Kent,' off Calcutta. 2;^ January, 1757.' 

Sir, — I am obliged to you and the gentlemen of your Council 
for your good intentions expressed in the offer you have made me 
of interceding in our behalf with the Nawab; which neverthe- 
less I cannot except as the intent of my coming hither was not 
to beg mercy, but procure justice for the subjets of the King my 
Master, w’ho have no way offended the Nawab, but who have been 
by him greatly injured. If the Nawab is disposed to do them 
justice and make them satisfaction for the wTongs which have 
been done them, whenever he thinks proper to apply to me, he 
will always find me ready to receive any honorable proposals. 
If otherwise not, but he must expect to answ^er for all the ill 
which by his refusal of justice, is going to fall on the heads of his 
innocent subjects. 

You will please to make this knowm to those w^ho have desired 
you to interfere in this matter. 

I have, &c. &c., Chas. Watson. 


184. Letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, dated H.M.S, 

' Kent,' 25 January, 1757. 

Sir, — I had given orders for the Bridgewater and Kingfislter as 
they came down the river to place themselves in such a manner 
that they might annoy the enemy, should they come to attack 
>’ou. I had also ordered the Salisbury to proceed up the river and 
observe the same, but upon taking a survey of the height of the 
bank, I find the ships cannot possibly fire over it, particularly at 

^ Bengal Correspondence, the Plague. Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch copy. 
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low water, without greatly lowering their metal whereby their 
guns can be of no manner of service. I have therefore counter- 
manded the orders, and directed the twenty gun ship and sloop to 
come down and join me. 

I am, &c. &c., Chas. Watson. 

185. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Pigot, dated 
Camp, 25 January, 1757. 

Dear Sir, — My letter to the Committee by this conveyance is 
so very full that nothing very particular is left for me to say in a 
private way. 

You will observe I was not mistaken in telling you the gentle- 
men here would not be wanting in their endeavour to possess 
themselves of the whole or part of my power, however they have 
found themselves mistaken and Mr. Watson has not been pre- 
vailed upon to look upon them in any other light than what they 
really deserve. It seems Mr. Holwell has been at the bottom of 
all this, he is going home upon the Syren sloop and the carrying 
of the packet [has] been unanimously refused him. 

The gentlemen seem well satisfied with my answer and [I] 
believe I may venture to assure you I shall meet \\ ith no further 
opposition. 

1 need not represent to you the immense consequence of 
Bengal to the Company; and, while there is a prospect of con- 
cluding matters, either by a treaty or by a general battle, which, 
I think, cannot be far off, I am persuaded you would not approve 
of my leaving everything unfinished in a sudden and abrupt 
manner. 

If we cannot conclude everything by the end of March, I will 
give it up, and content myself with leaving Calcutta in a defensible 
state. By the Return you will see, exclusive of the King's troops 
and artillery, I have not above three hundred European rank and 
file fit for duty, so that, if the Bombay troops don’t arrive, I 
cannot possibly bring with me more than the Grenadier company 
and fifty of the Train, exclusive of the King’s. The sepoys must be 
left, of which you h^^ no want on the Coast.’ Fort William 
cannot be left with *ess garrison than three hundred military 
and Train fit for duty. 
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At last the King’s troops are put under my command during the 
Admiral’s pleasure (or rather during mine if I insist upon my 
right). It had been better for the service they had never come 
and I had the like number of Company’s in their room. 

P.S. — Since writing the above I have received two publick 
letters. 

The Admiral has not wanted a number of people to advise him 
to pay no manner of attention to any representations but what 
come from the gentlemen here, and that the gentlemen of the 
Coast cannot be judges of what is fit for the interest of the 
Company in these parts. He is very desirous of getting away 
by the latter end of next month, but has been so much persuaded 
that he is concerned in honour to sec matters concluded, that he 
swears he’ll stay till September, if it be necessary. You will easily 
conclude how difficult it will be for me to get from hence without 
his consent and assistance. I do assure you 1 believe the Nabob 
desires peace most earnestly; and I have told the gentlemen very 
j>luinly, that if he will give such terms as arc consistent with the 
interest of the Company, and no other, all private satisfaction 
must be laid aside. 

Yesterday his private Minister despatched one Coja Petrus an 
Armenian to me, desiring I w'ould send a trusty person with our 
proposals, intimating that the Nabob was desirous of settling 
matters in a private manner, without the mediation of the French. 
I have desired the gentlemen wall send their proposals very fully 
exp)lained that w'e may lay them before the Nabob as soon as 
possible. Be persuaded 1 long most earnestly to have the Peace 
concluded, and if in time shall desire the Admiral to call at Vizaga- 
patam that we may have a slap at Bussy if near at hand. 

Ten thousand men under the command of the Nabob’s brother 
crossed the river the day before yesterday. They are at a place 
called Cowgauche about i 8 miles from our camp. They have 
30 pieces of cannon, which w'e probably may give a good account 
of if they come near enough. 

Yours affectionately, R. C. • 

Pray make my excuses to Orme for I cannot possibly write to him. 
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l86. Letter from Mr, Roger Drakes Junior^ to Council Fort William, 
dated 17-25 January^ ^ 757 - 

Gentlemen, — In an address to the Gentlemen of Council at 
Fulta, under date 31st October last, it was my particular request 
that those gentlemen would be pleased jointly or separately to 
give into Council their accusations in writing of the whole censure 
that in their judgments I merited by the late misfortune that befell 
our colony ; and that they would fix such limited time they should 
think sufficient for others of that Colon\ to la\ my blame before 
them, that in return I should give the speediest reply expected 
for the determination of those whose servants they are as well as 
myself. In part those Gentlemen of Council indulged my request 
in making the following Minute : 

‘In consequence of the lYesidenl's letter a.’reeci, that e\er\ member of this 
Board deliver in what he may have to alledge against Mr. Drake’s conduct 
within one month from this da> ; 

refusing my desire to publish for an} accusations against me to be 
brought by the inhabitants who w^ere on the spot of Calcutta from 
the beginning of our troubles with the Country Government to 
the capture of this Settlement by the Moors. That evasion of my 
request caused me to publish for my accusers, and to place up at 
ever} ship’s mast at Fulta, and at the most publick place ashore, 
the following advertisement, that I might have know^ledge of what 
by the publick w'as laid to my charge, and time* to respond to false 
accusations, and to acknowledge all truths in such accusations 
contained, which 1 purpose In replying to the vague aspersions 
and chimeras of some brains fruitful at invention and credulous 
to idle tales. Let it here be premised that such parts of their 
letters or Minutes I do not speak to are by me acknowledged as 
facts. 

Advcrthevicnt to the late inhabitants of Calcutta and others under 
the protection of the English flag at Fulta and on board ships 
anchored oft shore. 

Whereas it has been m^jjiquest to the Gentlemen of Council that they will 
be pleased jointly or separately to acquaint me publickly of the censure that in 
their judgment I merit b> the late misfortune that has befell our Settlement 
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of Calcutta, and which they have assented to deliver in within one month 
from the date hereof, so I hope to be granted by you, gentlemen, the indulgence 
of being«accused of such actions you may think me blameable in committing 
within that tune, and that you will be pleased to deliver such your accusations 
founded on truth either to the Gentlemen in Council in their publick capacity, 
or addressed to any one sepaiate member, or to him who is, gentlemen, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

Roger Dr\ke, Junr. 

Shu Fort ^^1LLI^M, 

Off Fultd, 3ii/ Oitihei, 1756 

Which advertisement though I have patitmtly waited to this 
time has only brought in the following letters and Minutes on the 
Consultations : — 

One letter from Mr. Becher at Kedgeree, dated the 26th November, 
and delivered into Council the ist I>erember last. 

One letter from Mr. Becher and Council at Dacca tt> the Court 
of Directors, dated the 12th July, and delivered into Council the 
loth instant. 

One letter from Mr. Bcchi r and Couni i! at Dacca to Governor 
and Council at Madras, dated th<* 13th July, and delivered into 
Council the loth instant. 

A Minute made by Mr. Pcarkes at bulta the ist December 
last. 

One letter from Messis. Watts and Collet to the Court of 
Directors, dated the lOth Juh, and deliveied into Council the 
ihth instant. 

One lettei from Mr. Holwell to the Court of Directors dated 
the 30th Novembei, and deliveied into Council the 20th December 
last. 

It may not be insiifi'icient (sn) to remark that I called for and 
minuted in Council the 7th December last that every gentleman 
would lay before the Board such advices as they had separately 
transmitted to the Presidenr\s of Madrass, Bombay, or to Europe 
since the 20th June last, which has been the consequence of the 
above mentioned letters being laid before us, and to which my 
answer will be set forth, as I have ranged them, further observing 
that some are screened, and I naturally conclude they are too 
full of aspersions and false w'eak reflections to be exposed to the 
perusal of the Secretary at our Board, but intended to glods 
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IPUPiltt psat iilifyiNaAkors tnereof have acted to the prejudice of 
WMNk of their fellow servia^ts, giving them no opportunity of 
vindicating their character before conclusion is had therton by 
the Court of Directors, 'a proceeding which in itself should 
obviate what in those letters carr> the face of scandal aspersion 
and reflection. 

Referring to Mr. Becher s letter under date the 26th November 
last, that gmlleman condemns my conduct in that I granted pro- 
tection or admitted into ( alcutta Kissendass, th it I refused to 
receive the Nabob’s ptf^annah, and insulted the messenger, the 
assuming to myself such an luthoriU t ) k t without the advice or 
acquainting my Council thereof, iti\ not using proper means to 
accommodate matters when I found tht \ iboh irritated, and not 
securing on board the ships the ( ompain s hooks, papers, and 
treasure, and finallv abandoning the fort in the minnir I did. 
To all idiich accusations I rcplv that the admission of Kissenda^s 
into Calcutta was permitted b\ Mr Mannmghim in mv absence 
on a visit to Ballasore, where I went ift( r tlu dispitch of our l^st 
Europe ship that season the 9th M ireh, ind n turned the zxst 
of said month. Kissendass irrived hen I think the i6th and 
he Of some of his people introduced i Kttir from Mr Watts to 
Mr. Manningham, with one inclosed for myself under a fl>ing 
seal, to the following purpoit, as fir as my itmcriibi inee leads 
me : — 

That an application hid betn in'ide to him b> K i) ihbullub A\ho is father to 
Kissendass) requesting he uould idnm Ins Raj Lhliulliih s iamil\, into L ilcuUt 
for the space of two months until ont of the \\omtn is br )u^hi to btd, and 
able to proceed on her journt) to j ij,^crnot I i^,od ind sliLnuousl> recom 
mended we would not refuse thit request as Ra) ilibullub wis likely to hold 
great posts m the (lOvcrnmcnt and miy,ht from such fi\our shtwn his family be 
instrumental of giMn>, an uninterrupted current) to our business at Dacca and 
Its dependancies 

Which recommendation from Mr Watts, who then was so 
nearly situated to the Dm bar of Mu\ada\ad, drew a grant 
from Mr. Manningham to admit Kissendass, his family and 
attendants into our bounds. I think Messrs. Frankland and 
Holwell are able to4fcstify that such a letter was penned by 
Mr. Watts, nor would I be understood to throw any blame on 
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Mr. Manningham for having had regard thereto. Had I been 
present on Kissendass his arrival I should certainly have 
adhered to so strong a recommendatory letter from out Chief at 
Cossimbuzar, nor was any disturbance surmised would happen on 
account of that family’s residence here, or on any other account 
until about the 15 th of April, when a peruannah arrived here 
said to contain an immediate demand from the Nabob of 
Kajahbullub’s family and wealth, which leads me to answer 
Mr. Becher’s second accusation, that 1 refused to receive the watid 
pcruhinnah and insulted the niessengei : that the perwa^ifuih vHns 
refused to be received by Messrs. Manningham, Holwell, aend 
myself is a fact, and the messenger was ortlered (jut of our bounds* 
our then reasons that induced us to act, were, that this messenger 
or rather a spy came intcj our bounds in disguise . and his first foot 
on shore was at Omichund's hvHise, who received him privatel)r*( 
and a peruumnah for himself tending as we leaint to this purport* 
that he Omichund was to interest himself to obtain the immediate 
delivery of Rajahbullub’s sons and family u> Narraindass, brother 
to Rogeram, the Nabob’s head spy. This first arbitrary^ and 
unusual proceeding of the new' Nahc-ih before his having advised 
our Presidency (as has been evcT customary on change of Govern- 
ment) of his succession to the Government, caused a suspicion 
that the said pent'annah had been wrc^tc without his consent or 
knowledge, and not at that time having had any intelligence from 
Mr. Watts that such a person had been dispatched by tlie Nabob, 
joined w'ith the fear Omichund shewed on the occasion, determined 
us to reject the perwannah (which Mr. Manningham or myself never 
had a sight of), and to order Narraindass instantly out of our bounds, 
and if that gentleman and Mr. Holwell will recollect, I think they 
must acknowledge, I then produced Mr. Watts' his original letter 
recommending in most strenuous terms the reception of that 
family into our Settlement, with two or three others certifying 
how useful the retaining Rajahbullub in our interest would be, 
who was likely to hold great posts in the Government. At th^ 
same instant I was required by those gentlemen to acquaint 
Mr. Watts of the clandestine manner whereby Narraindass stole 
into our bounds, of our refusal to receive the perwannah^ and his 
being ordered to quit our Settlement, to which Mr. Watts replied 
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that qur vacqueel had represented to the chief Durbar officers the 
whole that had happened, and that the reply thereto was that w*e 
surely had a right to dismiss such people out of our bounds. It is 
with regret I mention not having Mr. Watts his letters to produce, 
but I appeal to Messrs. Manningham, Frankland and Hoi well to 
whom I communicated at different times the purport of those 
letters, whether circumstances to be gathered therefrom were not 
implying that Rajahbullub %NOuld be taken into favour again, and 
advising rather shewing civility to his family than any ways to 
distress them, giving his opinion that we should be cautious and 
not let them leave Calcutta. One letter did imply to give them 
warning to depart as the space of time his father had applied for 
their residence here was nigh elapsed ; that was soon contradicted, 
and I call on Mr. Watts to declare, whether I did not frequently 
express I was apprehensi\e that famil}’s residence here would 
bring the Company’s aftairs into trouble, and whether I ever 
shewed any disinclination to their quitting the bounds or submitting 
to the delnery of them had the Nabob openly recjuired it. Further 
Mr. Watts wrote me he had acquainted the principal men at 
Muxadavad that I should have no objections to deliver Kissendass, 
but that he thought 1 should not consent to the giving up of his 
women, nor would that be insisted on. To the blame Mr. Hecher 
is pleased to cast on me for assuming to myself the sole authority 
of acting without the consent or advice of my Council in the pro- 
tection granted Kissendass and the dismission of the messenger 
who brought the perwunnah for the immediate delivery of him and 
his famil}, I must beg leave to refer in part thereof to my reply 
to his foregoing accusation against my conduct, wherein it w'ill 
appear beyond contradiction that I assumed no power of acting 
by arbitrary will. I could w'ish the perwannah had not been 
refused but in publick Council w^hich sat that very morning, and 
the gentlemen w-ere assembled in the Consultation room before 
Messrs. Manningham and Holwell quitted my apartment, and 
were all well acquainted w'ith the steps w'e had taken, but not one 
member of the Board opened his mouth to speak thereon, which 
was their duty to dg^had they then imagined evil consequences 
would be the attenfflmt on that proceeding, which leads me to 
remark that no gentleman of Council can excuse himself for that 
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silence as I think I shall be [supported] in declaring I never 
attempted to bridle their tongues. I further am led to think that 
Mr. Becher, who was in Calcutta from the latter end of February 
to the beginning of April, though not obliged to attend our Councils 
(when his absence from his Chiefship of Dacca on account of his 
own concerns was permitted), might then have set forth his appre- 
hensions that such our proceedings were wrong, which any slight 
intimation of, to or at the Board, would have saved me many an 
unhappy reflection on what my charact(*»- has since suftered from 
after-thinking men. What availed it me or either Messrs. Man- 
ningham or Holw'ell whether Rajahbiillub’s tiifiiily was or was 
not to be admitted and kept in our town, but to hold 'u\ good 
correspondence and harmony people ^^ho then had great influence 
at the Durbar, thereby to promote the interest cf our ICmployers, 
and to act according to the Chief of Cossimbiizar his recommenda- 
tion, who has always been supposed a competent judge here to hold 
the great men in favour at the Durbar. Even iiad any letter private 
or general from Cossimbuzaj hinted so much as oven an apprehen- 
sion that the protecting Kissendass would be likely to draw on the 
Nabob's anger, I dare aver either of those two gentlemen would 
liave communicated the same in publick Council. I answer I 
should for my self, and I am sure liberty of speech or writing 
has too much prevailed in this Settlement not to admit it from 
any person who then thought the Company’s interest was injured. 
I should fall into the same error with after-conjectures if I ask 
why the gentlemen of Cossimbuzar did not at any time inform us 
it was a wrong proceeding to continue Rajahbiillub's family with 
us. If they thought so, it was their duty* to have set forth the 
Nabob was irritated thereat, and at the dismission of the spy; but 
far otherw^ise no mention was ever made to iis from that factory of 
any umbrage the Nabob took on that account, not even the name 
of any of Rajahbullub’s family appeared in their general letters. 
"I'he next accusation Mr. Becher is pleased to alledge against me, 
though I think it may be deemed rather a general blame on the 
whole Board, is that I did not use proper means to accommodate 
matters when I found the Nabob irritated. I would ask Mr. Becher 
if he has hitherto made an enquiry or from his certain knowledge 
can give the Board intelligence what methods were pursued to 
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bind^ the Nabob’s approach and to pacify his ungovernable 
passion and premeditated resolution to extirpate the English from 
his dominions. I shall not therefore immediately enter here a 
detail of those measures, but think the> promised to be the most 
effectual means those members present could take and I do 
conjecture will be now so by them acknowledged, as the 
appearance and circumstances of e\er\ matter then presented 
Itself to us 

M> not securing on bo ird the ships the C ompan} s books, 
papers and treasure, is mother allegation 1 ud to mv charge by 
Ml beeher I should think Mi becher s tinit in the Company’s 
ser\ice rni^^ht hue leirnt him that the different br inches of the 
Compan} s empl w was allotted aeeording as their servants stood 
in rink, or were appointed b\ the board md could wish he had 
been present to hue ^^hewn a calmness of mind in such our then 
situation Men are apt to reflect who hue not been engaged m 
the enterprise reflected on, therefore I ronclnde all such speech to 
promote their own interest and to be exculpited from errors, that 
if the} hid been present the} intimate would have altered the 
scene of action, but such intim ition impl\in^ fiiilts to other doors 
that deserve not the least consideration to obviate I do sa\ that 
unless tverv man in his office ipp)Ointed ittends to v\hit concerns 
tint otfiee or the orders issiud thereto it is impossible and 
impr ictic ible during a tevsn is besieged for a Governour to see 
thit ever} order is fulhlled who his his v\hole thoughts engaged 
and his time taken up in militar} ordcis ind operitions, not to 
mention the constant ipplieation and addresses from different 
quarters, th it I am sure will be allcmed afforded me not time to 
take the rest that simple nature requiicd, whertbv m} onh and 
great error w is committed in leaving the I ort, for which action I 
hope in turn to moderate mens passions when thty give due 
reflection to our then avowed situation I can scarce admit that 
an order v\as minuted to secure the C ompan} s books and papers, 
however such a st p I do admit to have been highl> necessar}, 
and that the ^ecomptant. Sub Accomptant, and their Assistants 
should have atten^fcd and put in execution such order Why 
should the whole^ame fall on me but with sinister views to 
deprive me of a station they know not who will inherit, but to 
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which station all are grasping at, and in which I affirm to have 
acted without any pecuniar} advantages but with an attachment 
to the Company’s interest that I hope they may hnd in my 
successors, whomsoever Emplo}ers may please immediately to 
appoint if m} enemies* assertions bear down matter of facts which 
I ha\e and shall record before the close of this letter That the 
treasure was ordered to be shipped is a certainty, and to the best 
of m} remembrance the whole ballance could not exceed eighty 
thousand rupees, and that in scatter* d inoiu\, received iccount 
outer} s &.C. not packed. The order let me me u non was not passed 
untill the iSth June after sunset. The treasuiv baftyan was not to 
be found, nor 1 believe no one saw him that whole da\ * i after- 
w irds, neither could I on inquirv hnd the sub tieasurer who was 
on his dutv and station as volunteci , the otlu i two treasurers I 
bdit\e thought no more of the order, it least th* v r* j lied that I 
should see it put m execution, which would h inp been performed 
cculd I have got cooUys when I called tor them that night, but 
l>Lrpk\it}, want of sleep and hamssed alnn^st to distraction made 
me void of mature thoughts. I acknowledge it as a truth other- 
wise though I vNas sole treasurer remaining in the Factor}, next 
morning I should ha\e recollected it w is mv dut} to see it shipped 
ott and to have remained theic until the place had been in posses- 
sion of the Moors or a general retreat essa}ed the night of the 
iqth June as had been agreed on at about two in the morning. 
To justif} in> quitting the garrison I shall not attempt. Contrarv” 
thereto 1 with as much fLr\enc} is anv one can do blame myself 
for that inconsiderate action, whtreb} I acknowledge that charge 
of Mr Becher’s against me to carr\ a truth I can in no wa}S. 
vindicate, but circumstances ma} alleviate that action and set at 
nought the man} false representations dispersed and transmitted 
to Europe. Fatigued in bod} b\ continual harrassment for two 
dd}s and nights without an} proper refreshment of sleep, I stiU 
kept up, and with Messrs. Holwell, Baillie, and others went 
through the Factor} in the morning of the 19th June to encourage 
the several soldiers and mihtia who were then in the Fort resting 
themselves, to take up their arms and to go to the relief of those 
who had been on duty all night. This I think Mr. Holwell can 
•Attest and that I was myself aiding in filling bags of cotton as soon 
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as dawn of day appeared, without his or any other person surmising 
by any of my actions, words, or shew of diffidence then or before 
that the lot would fall on me to make answer for quitting the 
Factory which I solemnly declare never entered my thoughts 
until the moment my confused ideas hurried me off shore. 
Impatient to know and be an eye witness of every event that 
might happen I refused the sollicitations of Mr. Holwell and many 
others to go to rest (who plainly saw I could scarce support my 
own weight for want of sleep), nor indeed could I any longer keep 
active than about eight in the morning when I took my seat on 
a chest below stairs and slumbered for about an hour. When 
walking to and fro a man astonished me, who had charge of the 
delivery of the powder, by whispering in my ear that the w^hole 
that was good was delivered upon the several bastions and 
curtains. This knowledge caused my first perplexity, however I 
still kept musing and observing several persons flocking into the 
passage leading to the back gate (when no orders given were to be 
heard through the crouds of Portugue/e women and several of our 
black militia who were pressing to get off shore, which many then 
did, carrying away the boats laying at the wharf). I went to seek 
for an officer and met Lieutenant Talbot to whom I gave orders 
to have that gate shut, but he returned and told me he did not 
know in whose possession the keys were. At this time there was 
1 strong rumour that the enemy w'as attempting to force our 
southerly barrier which would give them possession of the w'hole 
part of our Factory by the w'ater side. On w^hich I proceeded with 
Lieutenant Talbot, and desired he w’ould endeavour to get two guns 
manned which were placed to defend both the southern and 
northern barrier, but vain were my efforts, for he did not return 
during the time I stayed on shore, which w'as I believe until half 
an hour past ten in the forenoon, when perceiving the ships and 
vessels were all dropping down the river without orders, and 
several persons had then quitted the Factory, my imagination 
suggested it would be impossible to make a general retreat, the 
method proposed for so doing it being frustrated by the desertion 
of our boats intend^ for that purpose in case of necessity as had 
been agreed on; tWrefore it then appeared to me justifiable and 
necessary to provide for my own safety, as I then thought my 
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longef stay could be of no service, which I did by going on board 
a small pansway, the only boat then remaining at the wharf 
except a large budgrow which was full of people who made therein 
their escape. 

To the Chief and Council’s letter from Dacca, addressed to 
the Honourable Court of Directors, under date the 12th July 
1 756, I remark that those gentlemen have signed two paragraphs 
\oy to a paragraph] expressing it is universally believed the 
protection granted to Kissendass was the i aiise of all our mis- 
fortunes.” However great the censun of th it act is supported 
by the event which happened to our colon\ , no objection ever 
appeared in Council to his residence here, and when he was 
<idrnitted his father then was held in great esteem by Alliverdi 
( awn, and after his death it w'as mattei of great doubt whether 
the party he espoused would not got the upper hand c)f Souragud 
I)(»\vlet, in which case the dismission of Kisscnd.isb was an apparent 
consequence that the Company’s affairs would be embroiled, 
therefore the detaining him was a meilium w’herewith we 
imagined to extricate ourselves from trouble, for had he been 
demanded after Souragud Dowlet had persuaded the Begum of 
Now'arris Mahmud Cawn to lay aside the opposition she w^as 
forming against him, in favour of her husband's adopted son, or, 
cis 1 have said before, had we had notice from an\ (juarter after the 
Nabob was firmly established, that his anger was occasioned by 
our holding that man from him, w'e certainly should not have 
been so daring to dispute his commands in that point. Another 
part of that letter contradicts Mr. Bechur’s allegation blaming me 
for not using proper means to accommodate matters w’hen I found 
the Nabob was irritated. As I have spoke to that point before, I 
am only here to notice the contradiction thus set forth, that they 
can hardlv credit my refusing to listen to any terms of accom- 
modation. I am now come to answ^er those gentlemen's letters to 
the President and Council of I ort Saint George, dated the 13th July 
last, as to those points which carry not veracity, or bear any 
degree of circumspection, for the least consideration surely would 
have withheld their speedy resolution to dispatch so suddenly an 
account of the taking of F'ort William which they received from 
the French, and to aver they see no reason to doubt the authen- 
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ticity thereof. I could wish I had been able to have obtained a 
copy of so scandalous a libel as it has been represented, but as it 
does not appear, I can only answer thereto by repeating the sense 
of some former words, that it is too full of aspersions to bear being 
brought to light at this Board, and intended to prejudice most of 
our characters. To go further they say I tore the perwannah that 
was sent to demand Kissendass and threw it in the face of the 
l>earer. I protest I never saw' the letter, neither the j.>erson that 
brought it, and call on Mr. Holwell, as I could on Mr. Manningham 
if he w'as here, to assert that to their certain know'ledgc I relate 
truth. If men are thus to be attacked on such slight foundations as 
hearsay it is difficult, very difficult, to wipe off the stain that 
hidden evil reports convey : such is the addition that concludes 
there w^ere great riches carried off by my self and others. It is a 
know'n fact that I had not shipped or brought with me w'herewuthal 
to purchase a meal of rice, unless the cloaths on my back or the 
buckles of rny shoes could have served to obtain some small 
provision. Different was the scene I had experienced, no shift of 
linen for eight days untill relieved by one of our pilots, and the 
deck W'as my bed, the comins of a hatchway my pillow, my 
sustenance rice half mixed with paddy, slain starved animals that 
hunger reduced me to eat, treble that time w ith river muddy w'ater 
for my drink to quench my thirst. 

The tenour of Mr. Pearkes his Minute of the ist December 
is chiefly answ'ered to already. I have this addition to make 
which supports what I have already said, that every member of 
the Board had free liberty of their tongues, and Mr. Pearkes is 
the man (though he may think I have a short memory) that 
extolled the proceeding of turning Narraindass from the Settle- 
ment, and told me, w ith that joy he expresses himself when in his 
opinion any point is rightly executed, that w'e had the praise of 
every one in the Settlement for so doing. 

I shall now set forth the errors in Messrs. Watts and Collet 
their letter to the Court of Directors, under date the i6th July, 
1756, and beg your patience for the remarks I shall give thereon* 
Let it be observ^ those gentlemen positively declare I did not 
receive the perimknah sent by Narraindass. The manner that 
was used in turning him out of this place cannot have the inter- 
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pretation of disgrace, the orders given were to the centinels not to 
let him into the Factory, and to my chubdars to see that he departed 
the bounds, which he immediately did conveyed in the palanquin 
lie came in and with the parade of his or rather Omichund’s peon& 
before him. Mr. Watts might have added that the intimation of 
his having been turned away came from me when he sent the 
vdcqnil and wrote to the Durbar officers thereon, if he? had recol- 
lected I had not been advised from him that ‘'uch a man had been 
dispatched by the Nabob. How those gentlemen can assert so 
^^hiring a falsity that Coja Wazeed's Juan wns threaten(‘d to be 
ill-used, is as astonishing as their positiveness that he was sent to 
pvrsuade us to pay a sum of money ; the errands he came on were 
U) make known the purport of some letters his master had received 
from the Nabob, setting forth his utmt»st indignation and wrath, 
to persuade us his master would interfere and accommodate 
matters, if we would give him a sanction, which w'as readily 
.is.-,cnted to. At the same time he intimat<*tl to us that we should 
continue to strengthen ourselves with the utmost dispatch, for 
that the Nabob dismissed those from his presence who had dared 
lo ]ilead in our behalf, which was intimating to us the high 
intluence Coja Wazeed had with Souragiid Dowlet, to whom 
we gave power to make up matters as he should think best, 
intimating that he well knew wx w'ere incapacitated to.pay a sum 
a])ove three or four luck of rupees, though let me here repeat there 
was no intimation that money was required from us. The letter 
Messrs. Watts and Collet wrote us from the opposite side of 
Hughley came to our hands, but did not imply that the dispute 
with the Nabob might be finished for a sum of money. Their 
'•xpression was that they flattered themselves if a proper person 
\^as sent from Calcutta, affairs might be compromised, or if we 
thought proper to send proposals to them; to which we replied 
that as we had left it to C oja Wai^eed to accommodate matters 
with the Nabob on our behalf, we were of opinion it was unneces- 
'^ary to send another person, that it was impossible for us to make 
ally proposals to the Nabob as w'e were at a loss to know his 
demands. Let us now consider of how little use those gentlemen 
could be tow'ards mitigating our affairs when they were themselves 
obliged to obtain Coja Wazeed’s interest for their releasement. 

VOL. II, 30 
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Though the task assigned, or rather every member of this 
Board their duty in one respect or other, to be respondents to 
Mr. Holwell’s letter of the 30th November, delivered here to be 
sent by the first conveyance to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
it has not yet been intimated to me by any member that they 
intended a replication thereto. I am amazed at their taciturnity, 
whose employments are not in any degree to be spoken off com- 
paratively to the present attention required in m> station for the 
future emolument of my Employers, and in such station hourly 
engaged in giving orders and directions, and listening to the 
opinions of e\er\one who had to offer their sentiments on 
measures to be pursued ; ne\ertheless I had rather be wanting in 
a respect I owe separate correspondents that will not find leisure 
to make publick answer to ^uch part of Mr. HoUvell’s letter, which 
in most points I shall reply to I think to ha\e the voice of the 
Hoard and of the Settlement, if called on to affirm I ha\e made 
true answer. 

To cornpleat my promised repK Mr. Holw ell's letter calls nn 
attention, w'hich is to be transmitted by the first conve}ance 
to the Honourable C ourt of Directors. As that gentleman has 
touched on some points which I have already explained myself, it 
will curtail my repeated remarks on those heads w'hich he so 
vehemently censures to rny prejudice and injur)'. The acrimony 
he makes use of against his superiors in the Service I do sup- 
pose will be by those gentlemen noticed. I shall only remark 
thereon that his accusations are confined to them only and not to 
inferior co\enanted servants, therefore I hurry to proceed gi\ing 
a reply to part of his assertions contained in the iith and 28th 
paragraphs of his letter, and am not a little surpri/ed that his 
memory should not make him recollect an addition which he 
might with a safe conscience have added thereto, namely that wc 
had no surmize of any disturbance about Kissendass until after 
Alliverdi Cawn his death. To instance the truth thereof, the first 
cause of any apprehensions that trouble would ensue on the pro- 
tection he had obtained w^as after the dismission of Narraindass 
1 think the I5tl^r i6th of April; how' he can then assert, that 
I shew'ed him a letter from Mr. Watts, setting forth it would be 
expedient that Rajahbullub's family should have no longer pro- 
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tcction in Calcutta about the time the death of the old Nabob 
\\as deemed inevitable, must appear an ill-told tale, since Nar- 
raindass was not sent from Muxadavad untill Souragud Dowlet 
was seated in the government, and further if Mr. Holwell w^as not 
setting himself up for the standard of truth in his long recital of 
affairs he might have covered that reflection on niy actions by 
mentioning he had seen letters of a latter date cautioning against 
that family being allowed privateK to tpi.t our bounds. I do 
a( knowledge with him that that fami'v having had residence here 
involved us with diffi nil ties how t > j t whet hi i to detain them or 
wink at them leaving the pi “'e. It is my wish to shun ai further 
mention of that family, .nd therelou the n( \t point I have to 
answer to carries rne to thf gth ain. nth paragraphs, the purport 
(»l the pcrwannah mentioned to h«t\e bet n re( < v( d from the Nabob 
Is just. What else but ambition*; view-s < an make Mi. Holwell 
c Miceal that the answer thereto was t nti n i m Consultation ’and 
i(»iwaided with a letter signed b\ the Boa* i including himself) to 
Mr. W<itts and Coiincil at Cossimbu/ai, the translation of which 
w IS entered after Consultation, tvnd I have, it affirmed that our 
xKiiqueel at Cossimbiuai declared it to he a very proper answ’er, 

1 mav have foigot the* vvh<*lc purport hut to the best of my remem- 
brance It contained as follow's • — 

‘That for this centiin past vs c had traded in Ins dominions, and had been 
jMotfi ted and cncouiaged f>\ the bt\eral .S/z/W/i, alwiiNS having paid obedience 
1*1 iheir oidcib, thiit it gave us concern to observe that some enemies had advised 
111. Excellency without regaid to tiulh, that we weie electing new fortifications, 
til It we hoped he would not listen to any false representations, and that we 
depended on his favoui to protect our coimneue which tended to the benefit 
ol his dominions, that he must have been acquiintecl c^f the gieat loss our 
t oiTipany sustained by the capture of M«idrass by the hrench, that there was 
nciw an appeal ance of a war between our nations, that therefore we were repair- 
ing our w.ills which were in danger of being earned awa) bj the river, and that 
we were not otherwise erec,ting new works. 

Had Mr. Holwell thought there was an\ impropriety in that 
later, he should then have set forth his objections thereto, and 
not arraign a conduct he was present at, and deny its having been 
a transaction of Council. The perwannah was received on a Council 
day, and he was by me particularly applied to in what manner 
to answer it, which answer and every other letter wrote by the 

30—2 
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l<Iabob in our troubles was by the Secretary translated and entered. 
In the 23rd paragraph Mr. Holwell expresses himself as if no 
limitation had been observed in the granting of dtistucks. Had 
any good will prevailed to his superior in the Service he might 
have done me so far justice as to say I had in a great measure 
curbed that unlicensed practice, and some in the place can aver I 
have refused applications on that head, further that I was warm 
to remedy and put those checks which were resolved on to 
prevent the abuse of that indulgence. I must acknowledge a 
fact mentioned in the 30th paragrap^h, that Ornichund used to be 
the acting person between the Company and the Government, 
and that his weight in the Settlement and at the Durbar became 
less for these four or five years past which picqued his pride and 
was an expence to his f)Ocket. This I own may have urged him 
to attempt making himself considerable again, and with this view 
I am as fully convinced as Mr. Holwell can be that he was a chief 
operator in bringing down the Nabob’s forces, as thereby he might 
have expected to gain Souragud Dowlel a handsome sum and have 
saved his own wealth, wherewith he surely bribed to obtain the 
favours he received from the Government, and which heretofore 
will not be improper to say at times were answered by the Com- 
pany ; that is to say he might have boasted to the Durbar officers 
that by his management former disputes were accommodated, by 
which artifice his own pocket was not drained as has been latterly 
from the presents he has been obliged to bestow to warrant his 
own security here, [and] to obtain the sole privilege of purchasing 
opium with other immunities. It must also be recent in our 
memories, that on a rumour (which was said he spread himself) of 
his death, not a twelvemonth since, guards were sent from Muxa- 
davad to secure his gomastahs and effects at the aurungSy which we 
must believe to have been an essay to try the temper of the Govern- 
ment, for no sooner w'as that report contradicted by himself, than 
letters arrived to him from principal men at Muxadavad implying 
that it was out of their abundant regard that his gomastahs had 
been confined, who were then ordered to b® released. That the 
Company s trad^Uias not had so great a currency and with so little 
L>urbar charges attending thereon for these five years past must be 
a truth owned, nor was 1 ever given to understand that the lessening 
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Omichund’s power was destructive to the Settlement. I have 
heard he benefited himself when he hid the hidden management 
of this Colony, and I think it has been intimated hei>ought at a 
cheap rate the Company’s raw silk, which was some years past 
plundered by the Morrattoes. What can hu said in favour of a 
man who offered me seven thousand rupees to relinquish my 
endeavours to bring about the contract for saltpetre with Coja 
Wazeed in the year 1754, and of wbi^ h I immediately acquainted 
Mr. Holwell, and have since often liimentcd I did nt)t publickly 
accuse him. That I ordered his < onfinemt Tit in the i^'actory is 
most certain, and should n peat such an authority with le§s sus- 
picion of treacherous dealings than he in nn then opinion was 
carrying on, and which confinement was waranted by the greater 
number of Council, and I arn sure In most ul the inhabitants. 1 
will not go so far as to say Mr. Holwell did ni^t at that time app)rove 
of the step, but to the best of my remembrance he did not then 
think it would be attended with any bad v onsequences, nor at any 
meeiiiig of the Council afterwards was hi^ releasement intimated, 
a proof that his innocence w'as not to be aftirmed, though no 
other reason could be assigned ft)r rny suspicion than his corre- 
spondence w'ith Kogcrarn, the Nabob’s head spy and phousdar of 
Midnapoor. I still think that correspondence was of itself sufficient 
to keep Ornichund within the Factory. Further, the letter that 
w'as found hid under a plank in the boat, and would not have 
ap})eared but by the confession of two of the boat’s people who 
were punished. OtluT letters might have been thrown over board, 
and though this obtained did not contain any virulent matter as 
read by one of his, Omichund’s, people in the presence of Messrs. 
Manningham, Frankland, and Holwell, yet there will be allow'ed 
cause to justify my f)roceeding when I declare the boat wherein the 
l>efore mentioned letter w'ns found had been observed plying to get 
ashore the day before unobserved, on w'hich intelligence I offered 
a rew'ard to my people if they could seize her, which when effected, 
the mangee^ and denied having any letters with them. The 

receiving no intelligence of the Nabob’s motions or his real intent 
from Ornichund, his pretended great favourite, alarmed my 
thoughts that he was an hidden enemy within our bounds, and 

1 Head boatman. * l^tmen. 
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who had been always accustomed to maintain in his service armed 
men. The having despatched letters to Monick Chund without 
ray knowledge contrary to a publick order, given out defending all 
correspondence of that kind, and that in the dead of night, as 
Mr. Hoi well can attest, whose people impeded them though 
with some difficulty, was another alarming incident, and which 
Mr. Holwell might have committed to writing and mentioned 
his, Omichund’s, attempt about this time to purchase a quantity 
of firelocks which the owner prudently refused to sell him, also 
a following circumstance which plainly proved him a dangerous 
man : what can be said in his vindication when after every 
inhabitant was desired to send into the Factory what military 
stores they had in possession, that an entire room in his house 
was found full of arms of different kinds, which information I had 
from Captain Lieutenant Smith in writing ? 

Mr. Holwell inserts a reasoning in his jjrd paragraph that 
would have better become him at the time Colonel Scott, our 
Engineer-General, proposed the plan of erecting a redoubt and 
drawbridge at Baagbazaar with other w orks, and w'hich works w'ere 
then totally approved of by the Gentlemen of Council and by the 
Company, who ordered them to be completed, which w'ere begun 
before Colonel Scott's death, and afterwards carried on by his 
assistants, Messrs. Wells and O’Hara untill the finishing the 
redoubt and drawbridge, therefore this, after-too-late opinion of 
what should have been more properly done would have been a 
motion with great propriety made early last year, if he was then 
so well instructed in fortifications and had been so w'ell inclined to 
give his advice setting forth the fortification he now recommends, 
W'hich probably w'ould have secured us if such operation had been 
agreed [to]. The letters from the Gentlemen of the Secret Com- 
mittee are never recommended to be made publick, nor are the 
replies given there to any man his business to enquire after in this 
Settlement. I do suppose those gentlemen wffio had the honour 
of that correspondence are satisfied they did the duty which was 
of them required the tenour of those letters. A short remark 
I am induced to ^mke on the purport of the 35th paragraph of 
the letter now before me which reflects on many characters, and 
had Mr, Holwell given his opinion that it was then no time to 
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regard form or ceremonies, he perhaps might not have had occa- 
sion to write such bitter sentences, which now' cannot avail in any 
point, but to goad and vex mankind. If he had made an enquiry 
what ballance of gun powder for many years past had been re- 
maining on the Company’s books, he would not have found such 
a store as we had during the siege, whicli was seven hundred 
maiinds, I allow part thereof was damaged and I believe one 
third of the whole quantity from its age, v^hich in this country 
cannot be remedied but by preparing »t again in the Mills. If he 
would do justice to his suj)erior, he might well have continued to 
alledge, I moved for the piirchase of the Powder Mills built by 
( nlonel Scott, and n*cominended that Captain Buchanan should 
have the making of the gun jx)wder two months before that purchase 
was made, and it is generally owned that article manufactured by 
him was better in (juality than Europe powdt^r brought here. In 
ill*.* 3^ith paragraph I find the Muster Rolls are attacked as if I 
li.id I'onnived and supported the captains making false Musters. 
This intimation I solemnlv declare, ^whate\er advantages the cap- 
tains may have made) to have been without my knowledge, except 
♦hose faggots^ which were allowed by Major Mosinan in recom- 
pense and in lieu of house rent, as we had no barracks, conse- 
qin'iitly no lodgings appropriated for the officers, and those allow- 
ances were, 

For a Captain - - - - 3 

P'or a Lieutenant - - - - 2 

For an Ensign - - - -2 

Mr. Holwell who acted as Captain I'enwick’s attorney while that 
gentleman was absent at Bombay and since on his leave of 
absence to England can by that power I suppose ascertain the 
profits his company brought in and how they arose. If he had 
not imagined those profits justifiable, why has he so long covered 
a fraud, that on his first speaking I should not have hesitated to 
prevent, nor is he right in the number of military he sets down to 
have been laid before us on or about the 8th June, which were 
not Muster Rolls, but particularized in a letter from the officers, 
nor has Mr. Holwell taken any notice of the sick to the amount 

* Dummies, persons not actually existing, but for whom pay is drawn. 
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aevenU odd which were then in the hoepiiii] mi qimitm. He 
does vouch to ascertain the number of mihtaiy we were told 
were at the Subordinates to be two hundred men* which is a fact 
according to the returns from thence, but if we are deceived by our 
commanding officers there, and deserters from thence and those 
men who die iie still kept on the Rolls, it cannot be expected I 
can answer for such 'i deceit This I am confident of that at the 
last Muster da\ before our troubles which wis the Ixginning of 
Ma) and not as is implied in June the men then under arms with 
those sick or put down so in the hospital and their qu irtcrs with 
the numbers returned from the Suhordm itc and the allowance 
of men granted b\ Major Mosman amounted to tht number whese 
pa\ was drawn for I had almost forgot that there was dail} 
desertion of man} of the Prrtugue/t soldiers an 1 Dutchmen in 
the Tram [as] soon is our troubles cemmenced Man\ Europeans 
we could not possibl} ha\e is for \ears i a^t we received no 
lecruits therefore take the number of 21:) which appi ired under 
irms the ii June 

70 sick it the h( spit il and their ju liters, 

200 at the Subordinates iccc rdin^, to the Keturns 

20 up and down the river on differtnt occ isions, 

with a moder itc number that h id deserted It m iv be found oui 
hmplo}ers did not pav for mere iftectivt men than reall} hert 
were maintained without inv } wer f cc ntradiction, except an 
allowance foi servants which the Bo ird to ni} knowledge nevei 
pleaded ignorance of Mr Holwell believes there were not h\t 
who had ever seen a musket fired with anger In that supposition 
I agree with him We could have but few h un^pc ins and those 
deserters fn in the Dutch ships the remaindei countf} born 
Portugueze wedded to i place of tranquilitv If the gentlemen 
he mentions declare the} went on boird the ship to deposit 
papers and ( n their other occasions I c in only sav I never before 
heard that was their plea for absence from the I actory, or that 
they intended coming back but remember well when I arrived 
on board the I was b} most of them congratulated with 

this expression that the} were afraid 1 should have staved so long 
in the Fort to be deprived of the means of coming away. Why 
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the militia were not trained I cannot wel’ #cplain further 
mentioning the Second on the spot according to ancient ^ab- 
lishment was their commander, and he for reason? lest 
himself was backw'ard in promoting the summoiiing of them> 
which to be sure was not put in practice untill the 7th June last. 
Though really fatigued with the necessity theio is to contradict 
misrepresentations, I cannot quit the task I have ass.^c,ned myself, 
and come to answer the ,,;th paragraph ^' liich is partly replied 
to already. That there \^ere a nurnher of shells filled is certain^ 
but length of time made them of liitle or no use through the 
damj) of this climate. H..d ae be( n apprized that an attack from 
the Moors was nigh at hand, we certainly sh- iild have prepared 
for then reception b} employing th.ost* v. ho had .1 shallow under- 
standing in inilitar) vorks: but a sa\ ing s\ ^tein I'revented the 
expenet attending fortitirations, and Jiaving m store materials we 
did not think to use and those not prop(‘i I s worked. Guns we 
had mounted m<'re than could bt* emph'^t d and waited for the 
trucks, cS:c,, Colonel Scott indented for to mount the new cannon. 
The death of that gentleman left us without an experienced 
engineei and we expected one to supply his place and put our 
t<»\\n and Fort in state of defence against an attack in case of a 
1 ' rench war, not apprehending any assault from the Moors. 

I am sorry to find Mr. Hoi well so forgetful as to deny we 
did not at the commencement of the troubles take possession of 
Tannah’s Fort, which was effected, and most of the guns then 
found there were thrown over the w’alls, and a beginning w'as made 
to break down the embrazurcs, when a party of seven or eight 
hundred of the Moors’ forces appeared, which obliged the small 
number of men we had ashore there to take to boat, after w^hich 
it W'as judged improper to keep any military on board the ships 
laying there, as it too much divided our strength. The works 
that were raised to annoy the enemy were nigh as Mr. Holwell 
sets forth, and I joined with him that more useful steps and opera- 
tions might have been effected for our better security if we had 
had men of experience to point out all necessary measures that 
should have been pursued in the attack of our enemy and for the 
defence of our Fort. Not willing to. pass over any misconstruction 
of orders I am well persuaded no such were given to Mr. Holwell 
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^duA tibe baltery Captain Clayton and ha aBiapandiod at should 
\)e \mTT\edia\t\\ ^Mthdra^Mi, as the mainteitihigf tliat pest W9s by 
our wisthtads judf^ed of the greatest consequence, and we set 
forth to Mt i/oiwcii that if it was practicable to maintain it until 
night. \\ t iiYidgined from tht number of men slain of the enemies 
a terror might sufl them ind th it thc\ would die imp. At the 
same time a df tachment \n is oidtred to support that batter}., but 
before Mr Holwell returned, oi the reinfi reernent irri\td there, 
Captain Cld\ton had spiked up the |:,uns ind beat a retreat, on 
^vh^ch a fjeneral shout from the enem\ u is heard, and I have 
been told the soldiers expressed thernseKes much eiissatishcd at 
coming aw a}, and which ictrcat from the Court House batterv 
was the cause of orders being sent fc i oui people it the other 
outposts to come in, a measure then thought to hive its utilitv, 
whether right or wiong I shill not tike on me to si} Let 
military gentlemen judge of those things I pretend not to have 
gamed anv knowledge of tint art < r of fort ilicat ions whilst 
breathing an unwholesome iir at 1 ult i Lit me repeat again 
an observation 1 liave made hi fore, ind which ig iin is implied 

in the 4:>rd piiigi iph of Mr H dwells letter an itt ick on his 

superiors in the Service loexpitiate further than I have already 
done on m^ having come aw i\ will be repetition of whit I con- 
demn m}sclf for, and though tint ict vv is not becoming the 
station I enjoved, vet mv longer stav would hive been of no 
service to mv Lmplovers is I arn veiilv persii ideei C iptam Grant, 
Mr. O’Hara, and myself were some of the last persons who found 
means to esc ipe iie)m tlie crueltv of the Moors, and no one will 

deny that had the N ibob gut me in his possession it would not 

have been in my power to set it nought vain, idle and false 
representations of our unhappy fite, nor should I have had as fair 
occasion to convince my Employers of mv /leal for their service, 
and to promote their future interest, to which end my thoughts 
shall be emploved, ind 1 shall wait their orders to quit a station 
I have been plaeed m by Admiral Watson (without any objections 
being made th^to by any of the Council, covenanted servants 
or inhabitants) if so it seems to them meet. By this determina- 
tion I may wrong myself, by being absent from an audience in 
Leadenhall Street to answer my accusers, and nothing on my 
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word but having the Company's interest at heart and a sufficient 
opinion that my residence here is necessary to fonvard and obtain 
a happy issue from our troubles, greater priviledges than hereto- 
fore on a surer foundation, reparation in full for the losses and 
damages sustained, and a free open tiado, otli rwisr d would 
have been my petition to have accomi)anie(l Mr. If -Iwell, an 
acquaintance of long standi*ig, who proceed‘d inak» me have a 
belief that the consent Mr. Mannmgh . 1 . [obi lined j ni ni\ -‘If and 
Council to give directions on w lat ic^tirded the Mariie* during 
till ^legi has betm I'onvcrtf.l in another puip )se than designed. 
The cause of Mr. Mannii gbain taking that ticuildp lui liimself 
was to ease me from such a multiplicity of aj'plieation'' he saw 
MIL encumbered witli, and as that t)nlir to tiie v ommanders of 
‘shipping v\a.s dated in Fort William, it canr.ot I think be con- 
>ttu(‘d in any other seiiMO than that his. Mi. Manningham’s, 
diiections and orders were to be ube}ed fioHi that place, nor can 
any in, in of sense imply it gave Mr. Mamungham power to act 
out of I'ort William, whatever .iigumeiii^ the captain of the 
Ihiiilcy may make use of. 

J:5e till' motives what they will that urges Mr. Holwell to 
hi line our stay at Fulta. he is singular in his opinion that 
wl .should have iminediateh proceeded to Madrass, an advice I 
never heard proposed until the middle of September by Major 
Killpatrick, who w'as not then seconded by any member of the 
Hoard except Mr. Walts. Our arrival at Fulta w'as not until July, 
too soon to proceed directly out of the river without a week’s 
provision of any kind, not a market open to supply ourselves, 
and what small quantities we did get lor a month afterwards 
^^a.s hi ought to us by night. This time elapsed made us w'ell 
conclude of receiving soon succours, which would have arrived 
according to our expectations if, as I am told, Vdmiral Watson 
his proposal had been accepted, and we had been in possession of 
our Colony so early as to have transmitted advice thereof that 
'vould have reached Kngland as soon as the discontented news 
of the capture of Calcutta, w'hen we should also have had the 
advantage of time to conclude terms w'ith the Government that 
would in all probability now have been finished. If such assistance 
die Admiral offered joined w'ith the^ military, His Majesty s ships 
and the Indiamen could have brought down, had succeeded in 
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their undertaking*;, which no man will have the boldness to say 
otherwise, that early repossession of our Settlement would prob^ 
ably ha\e enabled us to ha\e secured a tolerable good investment 
for the ships now lading here, which great advantage and man} 
other material points I could fix on would ha\c been accom- 
plished had the gentlemen of Madrass more nicely studied, or had 
it in their capacit} to judge of the Compan} s interest the} ha\c so 
apparenth neglected b) not concurring with the carl\ spntiments 
of Mr \\ atson, which had the proposal taken ctfect and we had 
quitted the ri\er and proceeded to Madiass at a time of year the 
tract there cannot admit of speaking with \cssclls hound from 
thence, the disappointment of the ships not finding sloops in the 
Road or pilots to bring th^m in the ri\er is too evident to need 
explanation. Information of the motions of the N ihob and what 
enemies he had to deal with was also \ci\ neccssarv to learn, 
with other particulars I shall not here enumerate. 1 idmit that 
our continuance at 1 iilta has been an exptnee the gicitest j>art 
of which on inspection of the accounts could pot hi\( been saved, 
though we had for the benefit of our constitutions procitded to 
the Cormandel C( ast, \ step [which] in that n sptet and no other 
would in m} weak judgment [have] served private people who had 
an averseness to publiek good or the eommunitv in gt lural 

I demand to what end Mr. Holwdl his sophisti} all consists, 
but to have a vote of approbation, and supplant his seniors in the 
Service For mv own part b\ in\ publiek adveitisemt nt it will 
I hope appear to cverv man of reasoning I sought not for or 
coveted a station I should, if the publiek voice had required, 
submitted its possession to him or to whomsoevei it should have 
been elected, and would of m\ own accord quitted m\ allotment 
had It been required in favour of a gentleman, that not onl} the 
Company’s scivants but the voice of the inh ibitants had pro- 
claimed a more fit person to manage the appro iching scene, which 
I doubt not will tend to the emolument of the India Compan}, 
and that what is past will prove to have been a necessar\ measure 
to awaken us and them from a supineness and Jetharg). Could 
Mr. Holwell t4|t answer make, and bring evidence to his asser- 
tions, he would be entitled to all favour. From whom he had the 
intelligence that no means were used to send succours to the 
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Factory after I arrived on board ship he does not mention. I 
protest all methods were pursued to persuade the return of such 
boats we had in call. I aver that Captain Nicholson cS the 
Hunter schooner was the only man that could be persuaded to 
return with that small vessel to the Factory, His obedience was 
of no use, for no sooner did he reach the southernmost part of the 
town, than his people jumped overboard, and he was under a 
necessity to put back. Inhumanity was never before Mr. HolwelFs 
declaration an apothet attending my character It is w< ii known 
I have been too good to those w'ho inerited 'lot kindness, and 
that my compassion was great for the sutferings those men 
iinderw'ent w'ho had not the means left to est'ape from a cruel 
enemy. I firmly deny any expression of mine that could be 
inter])reted that there was a general retreat. The most 1 said 
was that I did imagine those would follow w^ho could get off shore, 
and notwithstanding the positiveness assmiUAi by Mr. Holwell to 
ilu‘ \eracity of what to my know'ledgt.' he has set forth, I am an 
entire stranger to any one person having had a design to return 
I)ack whom I found on board the Dudley, 'Fhis my assertion let 
It be deemed a truth, and that I have not wavered from that 
[>i iiu'iple knowingly or wilfully in the course of this letter or in 
the narrative I present with it, both intended for the perusal of 
and examination of my Employers as a standard of uprightness, 
not covering my own faults, which if egregious they have it in 
their power to vacate my seat in favour of anyone they may esteem 
more worthy, and who has their interest deeper rooted in heart 
than him w'ho is without guile but with future circumspection, 

Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, Roger Drake, 
Jl .NIUK. 

187. Letter from Mr, Richard Becker to Council, Fort William, 
dated January, 1757. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — As I am still of opinion that the 
protection granted to Kissendass and the insult to the Nabob’s 
messenger were essentiall causes of our late misfortunes and 
'cry imprudent and unwarrantable actions notwithstanding what 
Mr. Holwell has wrote on that subject, I must beg leave through 
your channell to convey my reasons for the said opinion to our 
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Honourable Employers. The hrst, admitting Kissendass and his 
wealth into Calcutta I look on as a very wrong step. Mr. Watts’ 
letter even supposing it to have been worded as in Mr. Holwell's 
address was not in my opinion reason sufficient. Could it ever be 
imagined the Government would permit the English to protect or 
screen from justice a man who had been in so considerable a post 
as or Deputy to the Nabob of Dacca? Surely the Nabob 
has a right to call his subjects to an account without our inter- 
fering, and how the Company's interest was anyway concerned 
I cannot find out. As to his influence at Dacca, I am to observe, 
that at the time Mr. Watts wrote his letter, Rajahbiillub's famil}' 
were entirely out of the government of Dacca, and that while they 
had the management they were very oppressive to the Company 
and their servants. So that I am sure the Company owed them 
no obligation on account of their behaviour at Dacca, nor do 
I believe it to have been in their power at the tiim* Kissendass 
was received in Calcutta to have been of any matt.riall prejudice 
to the Company’s affairs at that I'actory. I must also differ in 
opinion with Mr. Holwell as to the j)robabllity of the Begum's 
party getting the better of Sur Raja Doiila. That there never 
was much likelihood of it I am convinced, and remi'mber when 
Messrs. Jenks, Reveley, and Law came from ('ossimbu^ar in 
March last, they did not seem to make the least doubt, but that 
Sur Raja Doula would succeed to the Siihaship w'ith little or no 
difficulty, and this was the generall opinion as far as came to my 
knowledge, and indeed I do not believe the Begum had ever above 
3 or 4,000 men in her party or pa\', and amongst them very few 
or none of consequence, those shut up in an iinfortifyed place, 
while Sur Raja Doula had at his command in the city at least 
30,000 men. So that it does not appear to have been essentiall 
to the Company’s interest to gain the friendship of Rajahbullub 
and the Begum's party at the great risque of the Suba^s displeasure. 
I think it would have been more in character if those gentlemen 
had declined interfering in either party, with which neither could 
in reason have been offended, and they would have follow'ed the 
constant prac^^ of the President and Councill of Bengali who 
have allways prudently thought it their bussyness to carry on 
the Company’s affairs and remain neuter in any disputes in the 
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Government. This they certainly ought to have done, and I own 
Mr. Holweirs reasons for acting otheiwise are no way convincing 
to me, nor do I think will to any impartiall person. One v^rong 
step being taken naturally occasions others. Kissendass not being 
sent out of Calcutta, the receipt of Mr. Watts' letter advising the 
necessity of his dismission appears very extraordinarj’, but as I am 
a stranger to the reason assigned for it, I can say nothing further 
on the subject than that it appears to me to have been highly 
necessary to have complied with whai Mr. Watts recf)in mended 
and would have been a step towards retrie\ing the enor liefore 
committed. I must now beg leave to make some remaiks on the 
insult offered to the Nabob’ ; messenger, Rajaram's brother, a man 
as Mr. Holwi‘11 justly observes in much trust and confidence both 
with tin* late and pres<.nt Suba. I owii myself grcatl\ at a loss to 
find any n-ason for his coming into Calcutta in disguise. He was 
sent by the Nabob in a jniblick ( hauictc'r t.) demand the person 
and wealth of Kissendass which the English unjustly detained 
from him, an errand he had no reason to be ashamed of, nor do 
I imagine he looked on the English in so formadable a light as to 
prevent his coming openly to make his demand. I am therefore 
firmly of oppinion that hf! did not (‘nter C'alcutta in disguise 
and Mr. Holweirs own accemnt of the affair convinces me he did 
not. That Omichund might come to Mr. Holwell as he represents^ 
and tell him that Naransing came into the place in a Christian 
dress, I do not doubt, and think it easily accounted for. Omichund 
had I believe been instriimentall in getting admission for Kissen- 
dass and his family into Calcutta and was very sensible the errand 
Naransing came upon would be disagreeably received. He there- 
fore in dread of the gentlemen’s resentment tsome of whom he 
knew were not his friends) might pretend Naransing came in 
disguise in order if possible to clear himself from any knowledge 
of his coming. The representation of the Chokey Zemindar to^ 
Mr. Holwell the next morning that one of Omichund’s servants 
came to him and desired him to let Naransing pass as one of his 
relations confirms me in my opinion, though I must own the 
difference of the pretended disguise is not so easily reconciled ; 
there cannot well be a greater distinction in dress, than betweea 
Christian and a Bengali Mr. Holwell has not mentioned 
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which of the disguises he gave credit to, for my own part I believe 
the whole to have been a story raised by Omichund, but even if 
he did come in disguise, as Mr Holwell received him that same 
evening and uas acquainted he had a permannah from the Nabob 
to demand Kissendass and his wealth, I think the step taken 
the next morning was vtr> wrong and liktly to involve the 
Company s affairu it being an affront that it could not be 
expected any Prince would put up with from a sett of merchants, 
and I think it will appear before I conclude this letter that 
the protection of Kissendass ind the insult of the messenger 
were principall causes of our misfortunes , but here I can t help 
expressing m} istonishment to hnd thit the Couiicill were never 
consulted on either of the ab \t aeti )ns though of such great 
consequenct, but that Messrs Dr ike Manningham and Holwell 
assumed to themselves the power of icting as ibcve, though 
they had no piroper aiithoritv deleg ited to thtm cither by the 
Court of Directors or the C ouncill here thit I ever heard of 
Mr Holwell has cert iinlv taken niiieh puns to make out that 
the protection of Kissendass and insulting the messenger were 
not in anv shape ciuses of our lite misfortune but he must 
excuse me if I think oth rwise and in proof f m> opinion 
I beg leave to refer tJ the Nabobs letter to Mr Pigott, in which 
he declares his intention was n )t to drive the Lnglish out of his 
countrv, but that Mr Drake hid behaved ill in pjrotecting his 
subjects from him therefoie he was obliged to punish him, and in 
the muchuLa he got Mr \\ atts to sign it Cc ssimbuzar his first 
demand was thit the English should not protect his subjects 
Moniekchund and Ja^gerseat in their letters^ to Major Killpatnck 
assert that the Nabob s anger against the English began on their 
protecting his subjects and for m> own part I dcclire every native 
I conversed with told me the same and I see no reason by any of the 
Nabobs actions to think otherwise His constant demand that 
we should demolish our fortifications probabl} proceeded from the 
same cause for if we demolished our foitifications he might reason 
ably think it would disenable us fiom protecting his subjects m 
future I caiMt help taking notice of that part of Mr Holwell s 
address wher^e sa}s that on a pioper representation of the Chief 
^ These letters are not to be found in the Records or in the Orme MSS 
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nf Cossimbuzar at the Durbar the affair of the messenger hardly 
made any emotion. If I am rightl}^ informed the insult of the 
messenger was never represented to the Nabob till he reitched 
Kajamahall, owing I believe to the interese made by Mr. Watts 
with Golam Hussein Cavvn and others, but that jvhen the Nabob 
received Mr. Drake’s letter and appeared i^natly incensed. Raja- 
rain’s brother took that op^portunity of acquainting hun how he 
had been used in Calcutta, upon which the Nabob immediately 
gave orders to inarch his anny back, ;\.nd '.wore he wnu'd drive 
the English out of Heiigall, and in all ]'keliho4>d this was file time 
he* wrote thc*letters to Coia Wa/^eed which M;. HolwelJ supposes 
the G()\ernoiir tn have in iiis po.->session. That Ip nm-.t have 
been greatly incensed soini how or -^ther is ( tu tani , !ie had pro- 
4 ' eded as far as K liamnbal) against 'he PuriKa Nabob, who he must 
have h»oked on • a competitor for his uubudu} ' v. and \'et he waved 
his ivivjiitmeiP against hnii and mar*:hed b.ick directly to attack 
ih(‘ l£iiglish. Thi<- does not appear like a picmeditated design but 
lather a suddtai gU'^i of j>assion. What putnentedyou gentlemen 
from using p^roper means to moldy him while on his march I do 
nut know, unless it piroceeded from several! of you being unac- 
quainted with the jirovocation given, so that you might be at a 
lor.s what to judge of the Nabob’s actions, and those few who had 
been concerned in it took great caution to p^irevent its being made 
publick from a coin iction I presume that they had acted wrong, 
else* 1 cannot any way account why the affair of Kissendass and 
tile messenger were never laid before the Councill, as it certainly 
w'ould have enabled them to form a better judgement of the Nabob’s 
actions. That moiuw would have satisfyed him I am perswaded. 
It is the custom w'ith the Government here lo make exorbitant 
<lemands, but it is very seldom that money whll not accommodate 
matters. The Nabob certainly was greatly irritated, but still I think 
he might have been piacified by a few lacks of rupees, besides 
his Ministers are all venal), and 1 do not doubt but they might 
ha\’e been bought over to our interest and probably have stopt 
the Nabob’s resentment, but this is a step which I believe never 
was attempted, but instead of it I am informed you talked big and 
even refused the mediation of Coja Wazeed when offered. I have 
heard it alledged that money could not be paid as being contrary to 

VOL. II. 31 
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the Company’s positive orders. I must beg leave to assert the 
contrary. To the best of my remembrance the last orders from 
the Court of Directors on that subject are in answer to the pay- 
ment of near 200,000 after our bussyness had been stopt six 
months.^ If I am not mistaken the Court approved of that pa) - 
ment, as there appeared an absolute necessity for it, and only gave 
a caution against complying with the Nabob’s exactions while it 
could be avoided. Surely if ever there was an absolute necessit}’ 
it was on the late occasion. The Government had never before 
gone greater lengths than sloping bussyness and jiiitting some 
forces on our subordinate Factories, but here C'ossimbii/ar was 
taken, our gentlemen made prisoners, and th(‘ Nabob's army 
inarching to Calcutta, and >ct no step taken t(j prevent his 
vengeance, though (Calcutta was in a defeiua less situation having 
neither men nor ammunition to resist a powerfull army. Besides 
the subordinate Factorie^ and daily aj'prehension of a I'rench war 
ought to have had great weight with you, gentlemen, in promoting 
an accommodation if possibU*, hut they seem to hav(‘ been below 
your notice. C'ertainly reason would have dictat(‘d as the most 
eligible method to have given way to the times, tried submission 
or payment of money, after which it would have beem very proper 
to have wrote to the Admirall and Presidtmeies for assistance, and 
when you had force suthcient laid hold on a favourable oppor- 
tunity to demand restitution of the mone\ exte^rted from you and 
some security not to be used so in future; liow much more eligible 
this would have been than the fighting system I think will appear 
to every reasonable man who considers the state of I'ort William, 
the town of C'alcutta, cS:c. I shall therefore say no more on that 
subject. I think what I have alread\' mentioned will make it 
appear that the English had given Siir Raja Doula sufficient pro- 
vocation to make him their enemy without any need of his grand- 
father’s advice. Mr. H dwell will excuse me if I do not admitt 
Alliverdee Cawn’s speech as genuine till better proofs are brought 
to support it than any 1 have yet seen. Such advice if realy given 
it is reasonable to imagine had few or no witnesses, so that it 

' Mr. Becher^reference is not clear. In letter from Court to Bengal, dated 
February 12, paragraphs 37, 38, a payment to the Nawab of Ks. 320,000 for 

tlie cessation of hostilities is approved. Stewart (History of Bengal, p 426) mentions 
a similar payment in 1733. 
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appears very improbable Mr. H dwell in his distressed situation at 
Muxadavad should have been able to unravell the mysterries of 
the Cabinet and explore a secret never yet known t'.> any o^e but 
liimself. I cannot agree with Mr. Holwell that Sur Raja Doula’s 
actions were entirely consistent with the advice said t - > be given him 
by his grandfather; that appears to me to warn him to be on his 
guard against the French as well as us. They ha\e had their 
share in the troubles on the Coast so that tlteir fortifications ought 
not to liave been permitted th< m rtii, mo: c than ours, oid never 
could th(‘ Suba have a hettci opporl unity of 'educing them to his 
own terms tlian just after 1,(‘ had c'nnjuered the ICnglish, when he 
siirroiiiuled tliein with hi- Mctoiiuus arm}', aiul tlie\ weree^en in 
.1 \\or.-» situation hu detence than ln)rt Wiliiam. It is true the 
demand was for then: to Kvell tht ii ii^itifieati ns, but on a proper 
representation and agiteing to pti} ; Luks (n ;'..t}!e whole dispute 
wa^ accommodattid in hours. This I iIm’], newer would have 
happened liad he h*td a design to rt«iue' the three Euiopean 
natif)!!'- to the same footing as Aimeman- and other merchants, 
lor I will \enture to assort that he might in three or four days 
have hi en in ])('»ssession of both French and Dutch Factories. So 
that I cannot sec how it would ha\e interfeied witli his intended 
< \'[)cdition against the Purnea Nabob, as I think he did not set out 
on that cxpccIitKui till October, which I heluxe was the soonest it 
was pus.sihlt* for him to undertake it. During the rainy season 
the country is so overtlowed and the rivers increased that it would 
lia\c‘ been scarce pc^ssihle to ha\'e crossed an arm} to the Purnea 
c('»untry. This the Nabob must have been sensible of when he 
inarched back from Kajamahall; hut it appears he was so angry 
with the English that he chose rather to abandon his ow'ii interest 
than nr)t to shew his immediate resentment. I beg leave to assure 
Nou, gentlemen, that I have to the best of my knowledge asserted 
nothing hut as it reallv h.ipp^'ned, but if I have inadvertently com- 
mitted any errors I shall hr very ready to acknowledge and correct 
tliem as soon as they are pointed out. My only design is to acquaint 
^air Honourable Employers with what appears to me to have been 
essentiall causes of our misfortunes and such actions as can never be 
justifyed. I submit the whole to their consideration and with respect. 
&c. &c., Richard Becher. 

31—2 
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188. Letter from Major Killpatrick to Court 0/ Directors^ dated Camp 
near Fort William^ January, 1757. 

May it please Your Honours, — In my letters from Fulta of 
August the 15th and September the 19th, 1756, I endeavoured to 
represent to you in as few words as possible the cruel situation 
your affairs were then in, in this part of India. I have now the 
pleasure to congratulate Your Honours on the agreeable change 
which has since happened and on the prospect there now is of 
soon seeing every thing resettled. 

I will refer Your Honours to ('ollonel Clive for Returns and 
particulars in all your military affairs, as he has here now the chief 
command and has undertaken to inform you of every thing. 

What was done since I last had the honour of writing to you, 
and before the arrival of the squadron, was little more than in 
keeping up a correspondence with some principal people in the 
country; which answered almost all our intentions in gaining of 
time and having provisions supplyed to us while we were obliged 
to remain inactive, but of this with the particulars of all our trans- 
actions you will have an exact account in the general letters. 
Your Honours are to be the sole judges of our conduct, and I am 
hopeful you won’t find that we have acted amiss. One thing 
which I am sure of is that many of your servants here seem to 
have your interest truely at heart and would do to the utmost of 
their power to promote it. I can answer for myself at least, as I 
am persuaded that no man in this way would go further ; and I am 
also well convinced so far as I am able to judge from what I have 
yet seen that there are others, and in particular your Honourable 
President here, who is perfectly attached to your interest. 

I received the commission you were pleased to honour me with 
as a very great mark of your favour and esteem, and shall do every 
thing in my pow'cr to make you ever think that you have not 
bestowed it unworthily, though I must own it gives me some con- 
cern to observe that you should have thought proper so much 
more to have lessened my allowances than what you had ever 
done to any former Major in Bengal, so that you have left me little 
more than my Major’s pay, which is but five shillings a day 

more than that of a private Captain, though I have to support the 
rank of Third in Council and Commander of the Bengal troops. 
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I am not greatly interested lior desirous of extraordinary allow- 
ances, particularly at a time like this ; but what has been given to 
others in the same station before me 1 think in some mescsure is 
but my right and due, as I hope you will never find that I have 
done or will do less for your service than any whom you have 
formerly employed, and I can assure Your Honours that the £ 2 ^ 0 , 
which I still hope you will ordtT to be payd me, is not any extra- 
ordinary sum for one who would support bo ought the character 
of the station in which }’Ou have pl.u'ed me, fur you mr^t be very 
si*nsible that it is entirely out of nu vvay t( do anything in trade 
or t«» enjoy any post whi'-h might bring me any other advantages, 
. 1 '^ all the civil councillors ■ an. ibnt I hope Your Honours will 
!)e p]ea-,ed to considei of this as als * of the request which I made 
t'; vou in my hist concerning getting nu* a bicvet from His Majesty, 
wliic'h may lib** wise prove for the bemefit of y«.>ur si-rvice, if you 
' im think that from rnv expeiienco in the < •»> niry and my attach- 
ment to your interest I might s»oinc time or other be of more use 
lo you in having the* command than oih of equal rank in His 
Majr?t\'s service without those* advantages. 

I have suffered grcatls in ray lieulth since I last had the honour 
of addressing you by fatigues and bad accommodation, which has 
affected my wounds so much that the doctors have strongly 
advised my going home. Ho^^ovor while I am at all able I am 
lesolved not to leave the country at a time like this, though I 
ihmight it necessary to let Your Honours know so much, least I 
'should be obliged to quit before even I can be honoured with an 
answer to this, which I will certainly w'ait for if my health wdll 
permit. Having the honour to be with the greatest respect and 
sinccrest attachment. 

May it please Your Honours, .Vc. ^tc., James Killpatrick.^ 

P.S.— Though T mentioned to Yonr Honours in the above that 
Collonel Clive would L^eiid you general Returns of the whole, yet I 
think it my diity also to send particular Returns of the Bengal 
troops ; w'hich I here now have the honour to inclose you, being 
as above. J. K. 

' This is the correct spelling of the name. (See autograph signature, Bengiil 
Letters Received, 1757, p. 367, India Office.) 
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189 . Letter from Select Committee, Fort William, to Secret Committee^ 
London, dated 26 January, 1757 . 

Honourable Sirs, — i. Copy of our letter transmitted under 
cover to the President and Council of Fort Saint George to be 
forwarded vid Hussorah is enclosed. We shall in this address 
give you a summary account of our proceedings since our appoint- 
ment by the Walpole's packet. 

2, By that ship we received a letter from the Select ('ommittt'e 
at Fort Saint George importing the following particulars that 
His Majesty’s squadron and the Company’s ships M aylborou^^h and 
Walpole were then upion the point of sailing for Hallasore Road ; 
that they had embarked on them 528 military, all officers included, 
109 of the Train and 940 scepoys under the command of Robert 
Clive, Esqr. : that they# had sent 4.00.000 rupees on the above 
ships for the expences of the expedition consigned to Colonel 
Clive; that they had directed him to apjdy to us for jdans of a 
treaty to be made with the Nabob and of military operations, but 
had empowered him to deviate from tin* whole or part of such 
plans if he thought thorn inconsistent with the Company’s interest, 
and that they had directed him in case they should recall him to 
return with his troops, leaving as many as he may judgr* sufficient 
for the defence of C alcutta. 

j. The Protector and LupKnn^ brought us another supply of 
seepoys. 

4. Upon the arrival of Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive we 
judged it proper and necessary to give them an invitation to our 
Committee, and accordingly our Consultations while at Fulta 
were always held on board the Kent, particular regard being paid 
to Mr. Watson's advice, whose attachment to the Company’s 
interest we have since experienced. 

5. Esteeming it necessary previously to request of Mr. Watson 
the assistance of his squadron to retake luirt William and oblige 
the Suba to make us reparation for our losses and injuries, we did 
so on the i6th December, and received a handsome assurance of 
the Admiral ^doing all in his power for the Company’s benefit ; 
as far as was consistent with the safety of His Majesty’s ships. 

6. A letter was then wrote to the Nabob from the Admiral 
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implying his design of coming here to re-establish the Company 
and procure restitution of their losses, which it was hoped the 
Nabob would be inclinable to grant. This letter was wrot^ with 
intention to amuse him and prevent his leinforring the garrison 
at Calcutta during the de lay of the squadron at Fulta account of 
the spring tides. Hitherto no answer has been received to that 
letter, though we are assured it was delivered. 

7. The time of moving from Fulta with the success of the 
s^jiindron have alreadv bet n mentiore^u, as ell as the peblication 
of our Manifesto and Declaration of War. Upon «>ur request 
Admirpl Watson has likewise deel ued war igainst tlie Suba on 
Hi:^ Majesty's part. 

S. ('^le of the first steps we took aftf'i* our rotiir.. was to write 
lo ttie ui the f leighboiir leg />. - ;’•//«//. ///s To p.iy the rents and 

n‘veniu‘s of thou ro«;pi etivo di'^tr.ct^ into 0111 d'repsury, on pain of 
h.L\ iiig their country' destroyeil in case of n fie .l. Several of them 
sent thidr .at/vrr/s and promised nlv dience to our orders. 
H\ this means wt have hones (d (‘a-.ing the C<»m])any considerably 
in the charges of tii»* ojxTatKai- it may be exjx^dient to c'arry on 
.icainst the Su/hi. 

0. The capture, and d(‘structi<'>n of Hughly was ostoeined so 
essential to strike a ternn- into the Su/mi's troops and encourage 
anv malcontents to declare in our favour, that the J^n'c^ji^icatcr and 
A’/;/g's’ Fhhcr with a considerable detachment of land forces were 
siMit upon that expedition, which has beiui i‘xe(:uted with the loss of 
l>ut f(nv men of our side, but it is reported that a great number of 
the enemv have been slain. The fort was blown up by Major 
Killpatrick and the town, gioigr, N:c., Inirnt to ashes. This we 
liave reason to believe has had the desired effect and thrown the 
coimtiy into a vast consternation. We have withdrawn our troops, 
•'ind have encamped our military, .scepoys, l\:c., upon a plain near 
Durndumma. 

10. Our intelligence from all (]uarters agreeing that the Nabob 
*5 on his inarch this w'ay with a large army, we have wrote the 
Stdect Committee at l^ombay and Fort Saint George and inforced 
the necessity of supplying us with troops to compleat our re-estab- 
lishment and procure reparation for our losses, damages, and 
‘harges. 
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11. The French settled at Chandernagore having made proposals 
to Admiral Watson for a neutrality within the Ganges which the 
Admiral had not accepted, we thought it our duty (upon receiving 
private advice from Mr. Boddam of His Majesty’s Declaration of 
War) to represent the benefit a treaty of neutrality would be of 
to the Company and community by taking away any pretence for 
a junction of that nation with the Nabob — a junction which would 
prove ver>' detrimental to our measures if permitted to take place. 
Mr. Watson was accordingly addressed to upon that subject. A 
few days after the Admiral made ns the three following propositions 
regarding the F'rench settled here and requested our sentiments, 
which of the three would be thr most eligible for the interest of 
the Company in our present circumstances. The first was: — For 
a simple treaty of neutrality with the French within the Ganges 
and if so, when to be concluded, whether now or some time 
before his departure. The second : — for a treaty of neutrality 
joined with a league offensive and defensive against the Suba if 
it could be effected, if not a defensive league only. The last : — for 
acting against the French openly by sea and land and using our 
whole force to exterminate them totally out these provinces. 

12. These propositions were duly weighed by us and the result 
of our deliberation w'as, that a treaty of simple neutrality with the 
French within the Ganges, to continue during the course of the 
present war subsisting l>etw'een the (Towns of (ireat Britain and 
France, was to he preferred to the other two propositions, and 
that the sooner such a treaty w'as concluded the better. This 
opinion w'e transmitted in wTiting to the Admiral. 

13. Our reasons for this opinion were chiefly these : — By con- 
cluding such a treaty of neutrality, we prevented their assisting 
the Suba in any shape against us ; secured our own Settlement 
(at present but ill prepared to withstand an European enemy) 
from any apprehensions of its being attacked by them, and were 
thereby left at liberty to prosecute the w'ar against the Nabob with 
more vigour. It will likewise give the Settlement an opportunity 
of recoN'ering its trade should we be able shortly to put an end to 
t^he troubles. 

14. By a letter of the 13th November from the Select Committee 
at Fort Saint George w'e expect to be reinforced from Bombay 
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with 500 men. Upon the arrival of their troops and those 
embarked on the Cumberland^ we hopf" to be enabled to act in 
the field, and if successful in one decisive battle to end these 
troubles upon terms both honorable and advantageous to thie 
Company in a short time. That the Nabob is unoasy and appre- 
hensive of the consequences of the war he l^.as brought upon him- 
self, we have good reason to bt lieve from a letter of Wazeed’s 
to Colonel Clive and the mt.‘diatk»n they hro o desired the French 
to undertake in order to accommod.ae maturs. The dc- .:mds we 
verbally made the French depute s were in “^nhstance To have 
rcKtitut’on f«)r our los'^C'^ 'md sat ‘«;faction lor the daniages and 
rhiirgr;, sustained in con;'.i iiienct- of the Suba's vi«'l- ncc s ; to have 
[)cnni.'3‘^ion to erect «uch fortificatic'ns as wt‘ might think proper in 
wliaifver part iJi th< i onntiy we v hus« tr'r.ttf- .1 h'attory; and to 
he all**wed a rniit in Calcutta. These deniaud'- were forwarded 
by the French to Cuia Warned, by who^^e answer there is great 
O'f'm to imagiiv; thcTe will be little diffirnlty made to any of the 
articles except tlie mint; and we tiatter ourselves that we shall 
not onl\ compel tlu* Nabob to I'nake restitution and rc])aration for 
the private and publi('k lr)sscs sustained by the Liiropeans, but 
likcw'ise exact a more punctual obedience to the teiiour of our 
phinjuiund, and claim such an increase of our n,‘venues and such 
immunities for our commerce as to render this Settlement more 
In'neficial to the Company than it has been since its first establish- 
ment. 

15. To preserve such an acquisition of priviledges and indul- 
gences as we may be enabled to make the Suba consent to, and to 
secure your trade in these dominions, it will be essentially neces- 
sary to erect a strong fortification and maintain a respectable 
military force, a proportion of which charge may be borne by the 
inhabitants. For this purpose it wdll be .proper to assess every 
black merchant or resident within our bounds according to his 
al). ’dies for the support and expence of a body of troops consisting 
of Europeans and seepoys, and to raise the ground rent of such 
houses as are situated within the fortifications for the disburse- 
ment of that charge. Both of these methods we imagine will be 
readily assented to by the Europeans and natives, will enable the 
Company to keep the Government within bounds at an easy 
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expence» and put an end to the continual extortions and venal 
practices of the Durbar, Terms so Ixmeficial and desirable we 
doubt not will be hif^hly satisfactory. We must therefore recom- 
mend it to you, Honourable Sirs, to send us out able enj^dneers 
to plan a strong and regular fortification, and give us permission 
to execute that plan immediately. \Vc must likewise repeat that 
it will be proper to keep up a large military force, and re(iucst you 
will send us out by the first opportunity a cont^iderable body of 
disciplined troops if possible, with positive orders to the gentlemen 
at Madrass not to detain them upon that Coast on any account 
whatever. 

16. Military ^.tores of all kinds will be wanted with good 
artillery officers, which company is now iindtT the command of 
Major Killpatrick. 

17. As it would be imprudent to risque a sei'ond caplurt* of the 
Settlement in case we should lx* uiisuccessfull m the field, we are 
making the present fort as defensible as we can by digging a 
ditch 30 feet wide round the walls [forming a ], levelling 
the houses within — pace^ round, and throw'ing up a gla(;is with 
the dirt of the ditch and the rubbish t>f the houses. These w(»rks 
will amount to a trille, and will w’e imagine secure us from further 
attempts of the GovcTUinent. We purpose likewise to detain the 
Protator in the river, and have wTote to Mi. Hourchier and his 
Council for an<nher ship of forct to remain here till we are better 
settled. We have likew’isc ordered 2 o,(K)0 uuunds of rice and 
provisions of all kinds to be laid in by tlu* IUi\c\, 

iS. The quick arrival of the troops from Bombay in town and 
those on the Cum her land may be of such imj)Oi tance to our affairs, 
that we have dispatchcil boats and small craft to Ingellee to bring 
them up immediately on their importing. 

IQ. Having recited a detail of our tran.sactions, we are next to 
request >our permission to make some observations on the extra- 
ordinary Conduct of the Select C'oinmittee at Fort Saint George 
in the course of the expedition they have set on foot to recover 
your possessions, elites, rights and priviledgea in Bengali. Those 
gentlemen have aiiBorised and empowered Colonel Clive to act 
as Commander-in-chief of the land forces to be employed on this 
expedition. They have given him an independant power to 
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pursue such plans of military operittions and to make such treaties 
of peace as he may think fit in case be differs in his opinion from 
us. They have consigned singly to him a sum of rupees 400,000 
with all the military stores ; have enjoined him to return upon 
being recalled with his troops, leaving only as many behind as he 
nay judge sufficient for the defence of Calcutta, and have appointed 
i Paymaster and Commissary to the troops. 

20. The authority they have assumed of apiwinting Colonel 
Clive the ('ommander-in-chief of the forces in Rengall (notwith- 
St. in ding they acknowledge us as the Governor and Council here 
and in direct opposition to the tenour of the rommissioil w^e 
have received this season) is so unwarrantable that we cannot 
avoid taking notic'e of it as an encroarhment upon th<' rights and 
iriisi investetl in us by our lilmploycrs. 

21. Their motive for empow^ering Colonel Cli\e to execute w'hat- 
< \er plans of military operations he mav judge most efficacious to 
‘ ornpel the Saba to terms, and to conclude* such tre^aties as he 
may think most for tlie ( ompany’s inteiest, is so extremely w^eak 
and insufficient that wc have been obliged to require of Colonel 
^ Ir.'e to comply with and follow all orders he may receive from 
thi^ Committee respecting any plans <>f military (qxTations, and 
on no account to comdude any treaty of j)eace or accommodation 
without our assent and approbation. We donht not, Honourable 
^H's, you will concur with us in tliinking it strange that a greater 
<<'nhdencc should be pul in a single person Uotally unacquainted 
\\ith the nature of the country and Covernment) for prosecuting 
and finishing these disputes than in us, the Governor and 
^ luincil established here by the Honourable Company. As we 
aie of ()f>inion this proci’eding of your servants at Madrass may 
piove a prejudice rather than benefit to the ('ompany’s affairs 
^lioiild ('olonel Clive deviate from our directions, we have pro- 
tested against any miscairiagi > that may happen by lodging such 
‘Ui extravagant powt:r in the C'olonel. 

22. Consigning so large a sum of money as 4,00,000 rupees 
‘Uid all the military stores singly to C olonel Clive w’ithout sub- 
jecting his, the Paymaster’s or C'ommissary's, accounts to any in- 
spection or controul of our Hoard is a latitude the Company 
have not even conferred upon their Governor and Council 
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at this place. Whether they are warranted for such an extra- 
ordinary step or not, you are the best judges, Honourable Sirs. 
We can only say, it is a treatment very unhandsome and diffident, 
and what we are not conscious of having merited from those 
gentlemen. 

23. Their orders to Colonel Clive to return with his troops in 
case of being recalled, and submitting to his judgment what 
number of men may be noc(‘Ssary for our defence, is likewise 
partial and void of regard to thi‘ Company's interest. How im- 
portant a re-establishment in these provinces must be to our 
employers they cannot be ignorant. [To leave that unhnished, 
to forego the hopes of obtaining reparation for your heavy losses 
and satisfaction for the charges incurred on this occasion, merely 
because the French may attack their possessions on that Coast, 
is in our opinion far from consistent with the true interest of the 
Company.] We must also remark that though they have been 
pleased to give Colonel ( live these' directions, the number of 
troops sent under his command with those which arrived with 
Major Killpatrick do not exceed, if equal, tlu' number of recruits 
designed for this Presidency and detained on their Coast. 

24. We have required of Colonel Clive to recede from the in- 
dependant powers given him by the Select Committee at Fort 
Saint George, and subject himself to the orders of lhi^ Presidency ; 
but he has refused to surrender that authority. We must leave 
it to you, Honourable Sirs, to take proper notice of so injurious a 
conduct in your servants on the Coast. 

2$. Since writing thus far the Admiral has received an answer 
from the Nabob to his letter and has WTotc another to desire he 
would listen to the proposals he w’ould receive from us. 

26. Mr. Holwell, who is one of our Committee, being on his 
departure for England on this sloop by reason of his health, we 
have given the care of these advices to his charge, and are with 
the greatest respect, 

Honourable Sirs, &c. lN:c., Rogkr Dkaki: , Ji nior, Richard 
Becher. 
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190. Letter from A dmiral Watson to the Nawab, dated H,MS. * Kent^' 
off Calcutta, 27 January, 1757. 

Your letter of the 23rd day of this month I have this day received. 
It has given me the greater pleasure, as it informs me )rou had 
written to me before, a circumstance I am glad to be assured of 
under your hand, as the not answering my letter would have been 
such an affront as I could not have put up with without incurring 
the disj)leasure of the King my master. 

You tell me in your letter that the reason of your having expelled 
the English out of these countries was the bad l>ehaviour of Mr. 
Drake, the Company’s chief in Bengal. But besides that Princes 
and Rulers of States, not seeing with their own e\*es or hearing 
w hh their own ears, are often misinformed, and the truth kept from 
them by the arts of crafty and wicked men, was it becoming the 
justice of a Prince to punish all for one man's fault, or to ruin and 
destroy so many innocent people as had no way offended, but 
relying on the faith of the royal phirmaund expe cted protection and 
security both to tlieir property and lives, instead of oppression and 
murder which they unhappily found ? 1 say arc these acts of 

justice becoming a Prince ? No body will say they arc. They can 
only then have been caused by wicked men, who have misrepre- 
sented things to you through malice or for their own private ends. 
For great Princes delight in acts of justice and in shewing mercy. 
If therefore you arc desirous of meriting the fame of a great Prince, 
and a lover of justice, shew your abhorence of these proceedings 
hy punishing those evil counsellors that advised them. Cause 
satisfaction to be made to the Company and others who have 
been deprived of their property, and by these acts of justice turn 
the edge of the sword that is ready to fall upon the heads of your 
innocent subjects. 

If you have any cause of complaint against Mr. Drake, as it is 
but just the master aloae should have a power over his servant 
send your complaints to the Company; and I will answer for it 
they will give you satisfaction. 

Although I am a soldier as well as you, I had rather receive 
satisfaction from your justice, than to be obliged to force it by the 
distress of your innocent subjects.' 

^ The last paragraph was written in the Admiral's own hand. 
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191, Letter from Omichand to Colonel Clive y dated 28 January y 

1757- 

God be praised that Calcutta is aj^ain restored to its former 
splendour b}' }our happy arrival. Most fortunate is their lot who 
serve you, but how unhappy is mine who am secluded from your 
resenre by m\ c»uitinenient, which you must he acquainted with. 
I hope that when I i^hall have the honour to be called to attend 
you I shall bt* able to hiid means to procure my liberty. At 
present I understand I lie under your disj>l(‘asurt by means of 
some evil persons \\ho have niisreported me to you. Hut I doubt 
not of bein^ able to wipe off that stain. I have madi‘ it the 
subject of my constant d<‘\f>ti(ui that (iod would biinj^^ back my 
masters into the coiintrv. Ciod has granted my pravers. How 
little I am lieserving of blame w ill bei'vident when I appear before 
you, and then I shall have justice dom me, A man who can wish 
ill to those from whfuii he receives his bread will be biandcd with 
ignominv in the world. How can lu* hope for success c^r happi- 
ness? God grant that I ma\ get fret from my confinement, that 
I may throw in\self at voui feet and la\ my whole conduct before 
you, who will grant me justi^'c , and then I shall be deliv* n‘d from 
all my mi‘-fortuiie.s. 

P.S. —I desire Major Kilpatrick to accept of my humble respect. 

192. Letter from Colimcl ( lire to Sclent Committee, I'ott Siinit Georf^Cy 
dated Camp on luirna}^iit riain, 2S Januiuy, 1757. 

Gkntli Mi.N, — The Bombay tnK)ps .in* not \et arrived, neither 
have we heard anything of them ; the absence of the ( iimherland 
is another disappointment, and by the enclosed Return you will 
see our present effective strength, now we are all joined and 
encamped. 

Mr. Watson has not yet come to any resolution about his 
departure, and I fear it will be difficult for me to leave this place 
w'ithout his concurrence and assistance ; however, nothing but the 
prospect of a 6|||E^dy and honourable Peace will induce him to 
stay much longer, and you may be assured I shall accompany him 
without something of the like nature happens so as to give hopes 
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of a Peace being soon concluded greatly to the honour and 
advantage of the Company. Be assured, gentlemen, I shall follow 
your instructions, and not draw out the war to length oh any 
consideration whatever. 

Since my last dated 8th instant the Marlborough is safely 
arrived at Calcutta, and all the sepoys and most of the artillery and 
military stores landed. A few days ago the Admiral heard of the 
( lunbcrhifid's arrival at Vi/agapatam in a veiy sickly condition, 
and immediately ordered Mr. Pocock to (\ilpee. 

The attack upon H uglily has proved very successful as will 
appear by the enclosed journal. The unlucky accident of the 
Ih'idf^civatcr grounding in the ri\er gave time to thr inhabitants to 
c arry away all their money and most valuable effects, however 
Tiiuch was burnt and destroyed and good.-^ estimated at li luck of 
rupees taken. The Dutch have acted a very unfair part by 
receiving and secreting the Moors' effects which they have abso- 
lutely refused to give up. Their treatment we must submit to for 
want of snfiiCKMit proof. 

The exp(‘diti()n to Dacca is in great forwardness, which is to be 
carried on by 400 sailors in boats under the ccanmand of Captain 
Speke. The surprize of this place may he of great consequence 
to the Company’s affairs. The success might In* rendered more 
certain and the consequence more advantagious by a military 
force, but that dtK's not depend on mo ; neither would it be 
prudent to divide our little army when there is reason to expect 
the Nabob with an army of 40,000 men every day. Our last 
:id\iccs say lie is at a place called Nieserav, a few leagues bevond 
Ilughly. 

I have wrote several letters to the great men of the country, and 
^'ince the capture of Hughly received two from Juggut Scat and 
C'oja Wazeed wliich I inclose you. It is thought these letters 
were wrote by the Nabob’s i>r(icr; they were sent to Monsieur 
IKeiiaiilt] Governer of Chandannagore, who dispatched tw o of his 
^ ouncil w'ith them and offered at the same time his mediation. 
Last night came likewise a message from the Dutch that the 
Nabob was inclinable to treat and that they w’ere likewise desirous 
fo he mediators. The Admiral seems to approve of the offer from 
Ihc former, to which I am greatly averse, not thinking a nation at 
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open war with us and declared enemys, fit subjects to entrust the 
Company’s concerns with. If a peace be concluded through the 
French mediation, they will become of consequence by our means 
and at our expence. My answer to Juggut Seat and Coja Wazeed 
with the proposals delivered me by the President and Gentlemen 
of the Select Committee, I enclose you. 

Soon after the Gentlemen of the Select Committee addressed 
you on the power you had invested me with, I received a letter 
from them likewise requiring me to give up my authority. 
Enclosed is a copy of it, and likewise my answer which I hope 
will meet with your approbation. You may be assured I shall 
act with that moderation towards the Gentlemen here, that it must 
be their own fault if anything detrimental to the Company’s 
affairs should hapj>en through a misunderstanding between them 
and me. I have hitherto acquiesced in all their proposals and 
shall continue so to do as long as they lead to the good of 
the service. 

The Gentlemen here are of opinion that a neutrality with the 
French in the Ganges is most for the Company’s interest, and have 
applied to Mr. Watson for that purpose. Nothing is yet con- 
eluded. It is certain Chandernagore has been much strengthened 
of late under pretence of a war with the English, the French 
having obtained permission to fortify it ; the houses all round it 
are cleared away and there is a good ditch ; their number by the 
best intelligence amounts to i8o Europeans, volunteers included, 
and I Go sepoys from the Coast. 

The ships, boats and forces are come down from Hughly, and 
there is reason to believe the Nabob’s army will soon be here. 
We have fortified a great tank near Harnagut with high banks 
which command a very extensive plain ; w'e have likewise erected 
two batteries, one advanced towards Dum Dum Bridge and 
another to the river side to keep our communication open with 
the river; in short we are in a very good condition to act de- 
fensibly against his w^hole army, and w'hen the other forces arrive 
hope to finish everything by a decisive stroke. 

I have the pH^sure to acquaint you that a ditch of 30 feet and 
12 deep is finished. An esplanade of 200 yards and a gla9is will 
likevyise be compleated in five or six days. To the southward the 
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wall of the godown is raised equal to the curtain, and a strong 
battery will be erected at the southern barrier by the waterside 
which will flank all that face. Another at the northern barrier by 
the waterside will flank the northern face. To the east a ravelin, 
which had been begun by the gentlemen of Calcutta, will be made 
a large and fine battery, which will flank all that face. Prom the 
western side there is nothing to fear, being well secured by the 
river and a strong Line of guns. All this work I am ix>sitive will 
be compleated in less than ten days. The ditch will be pallisaded 
and may be either kept wet or dry with great ease. In short, I 
may assure you, Fort William cannot be taken again by the 
Moors, but by cowardice. 

Enclosed go the Paymaster’s accounts for December, Rolls of 
the military and a general Muster of the troops, &c., on the 
Madras establishment. 

You will perceive that the pay of the troops and lascars has been 
according to the Madras establishment, reckoning at 350 Arcot 
rupees for 100 pagodas, which in fact is a very moderate exchange. 
Major Killpatrick’s detachment having been paid in this manner, 

I found myself under a necessity of continuing the practice. 
Most of the officers being desirous of receiving their pay on the 
Coast, their names, and the arrears due to them, are noted at the 
foot of the Paymaster’s accounts. 

The sepoys claimed a promise made them in Madras before they 
(‘ngaged to come on this expedition, that they should be paid 
Iniita according to the old regulation, and indeed I have some 
remembrance of it myself; however they seemed to insist so 
strenuously on their point, that I thought it would have bad con- 
sequences not to acquiesce to it. 

The King’s officers having been always in point of emoluments 
put on the same footing with the Company’s officers, to prevent 
dissatisfaction by which the Service might be prejudiced, I ordered 
fiatta to be paid them from the time the Company’s officers re- 
ceived it. 

As the number of voluntiers here were large and their batta, 
which was equal to an ensign’s, run very high, I thought it 
necessary to r^uce it to two rupees per day. 

I omitted to mention in my last that I had contracted for the 

VOL. II. 3a 
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victualling of the military at } of a rupee a man per day» which, 
considering the present disturbed situation of the country, is not 
unreasonable. 

I have, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

Gentlemen, — Since writing the above, several occurrences 
have happened very necessary to acquaint you with. 

I have duplicate of your favor of the 2nd and original of the 
nth December. I need not repeat how ready I shall be to follow 
your orders in returning to the Coast as soon as possible with all 
the force that can be spared. At present the Admiral seems de- 
termined not to quit the province till affairs are accommodated, 
which there seems some prospect of. Yesterday he received a 
letter from the Nabob, the purport of which was that the 
Company should be restored to their former possessions, and 
restitution of their effects, provided Mr. Drake be deprived of the 
management of their affairs. Coja Wazccd’s answer to me gives 
hopes of further advantage as will appear by the enclosed. The 
Dacca expedition is suspended till the result of our negotiation is 
better known. 

For the sake of dispatch and to prevent confusion it is agreed 
that all correspondence with the Nabob and his Ministers be 
carried on jointly by the Admiral and me, and that all the treaties 
be signed and ratified by us. You may be assured I shall pay no 
regard to private interest when such terms as are consistent with 
the Company’s interest can only be obtained. 

I cannot pretend to say whether the Nabob’s intention be really 
to treat or only to amuse us. By this day’s advices his brother 
has crossed the river with 10,000 men and he himself is said not 
to be far off. I hope soon to give you a better account in what 
manner things are likely to end. 

The French mediation has been refused and a neutrality in the 
Ganges offered them. 

By Mr. Pocock’s letter to the Admiral, dated at Vizagapatam 
the 9th Janq|||f, he seems doubtful whether Monsieur Bussy*s 
intentions are tor the northward or southward, or whether he will 
not continue where he is to keep up his influence with Salabat 
. Juog- His march to the northward (if his design was not against 
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Vizagapatam) gives reason to believe he is coming into this 
Province. 

I remain^ &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

Ciimp^ January^ 1757. 

193. Letter from Mr. Bisdom to Admiral Watson j dated Huglif 
28 Jantiary, 1757.' 

In pursuance of your Excellency’s request, as expressed by 
vour letter of the 23rd inst., I have forwarded your reply to the 
persons who had induced me to write to you in respect to a 
. essation in the present strife, but have received notice that no 
one would dare lay it before the Nawab, and that I had better 
drop the business altogether. 

I have the honour, &c. <&c., A. Bisdom. 

194. Translation {by ofie of the Company^ clerks) of a letter from 
Monsieur E. Dechaulayc to M. Merlcty Brigadier ^ at 

PariSy dated Calcutta, 29 January, 1757. 

It will without doubt seem very particular to thee, my dear 
Mcrlot, to receive news from me still, thinking me in all likelyhood 
^ct out in order to rejoin my wife, children and the rest of our family. 
Such was my most ardent desire, but a destiny (which I am every 
moment cursing), has determined it otherwise. Mr. Young^ seeing 
iiimself detested, despised, and not knowing how to support him- 
self with honour has taken the resolution of withdrawing to the 
I’-nglish nation with about 80,000 rupees value of merchandize 
belonging to the Company, which he got out of the magazine* in 
‘I hurry under pretence they would be safer on board an English 
^hip on the Ganges from the insult of the Moors’ tyranny (the 
effects of which all the European nations have severely felt) and 
thought that I would have fallen into his schemes which he con- 
cealed under a panick to which I did not give in. Being therefore 
■igainst him and protesting against the violence of his proceedings, 

1 was under the necessity of chusing either to remain and take 
itpon me the recovering and putting these unfortunate affairs into 

' Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 

Agent of the Emden or Prussian Company. 

3 French Motgostfi— warehouse. 
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QCder, or leave them to be carried away no one knows where I 
The loss of a stock of 1,700,000 lb. at least, of which I shall scarce 
recover a 16th part after all my care, trouble, &c. On the other 
hand besides the danger I have run of being drowned by ship- 
wreck,^ and the illness I have undergone since that event, I have 
still been obliged to support the entire loss of what was saved 
from our misfortune by the tyranny of the Prince of the country 
who caused it to be seized, and there is no likelyhood of recovering 
any part of the merchandizes as the seizing of them was by no 
means lawful. The Durbar or Phousdar had such a contempt for 
my Chief, that he would not permit me a favourable audience to 
him for four months, at the end of which time the English coming 
into the Ganges with a great number of troops and King’s ships 
of war, after retaking their city of Calcutta set fire to all the 
Moorish villages and plundered Hugley, a little city where the 
Phousdar resided and had his magazines, so that my goods and 
effects became a booty to the English the 6th of this month. I 
have suffered 1,200 lb. and have lost everything without having a 
single comfort left. The war that has been declared here between 
the French and English has not yet occasioned any hostilities 
within the Ganges, but without [doubt] they have taken the 
advantage, for they have lately taken a ship dispatched from 
Pondicherry for the Mallabar Coast. This prelude has spread a 
general fear into the minds of the merchants and will hinder their 
sea undertakings, lessen their estates and deprive me of any assist- 
ance during my unexpected stay in Bengal, to which I was 
induced by honour and duty, my passage having been settled w'ith 
M. le Vigne Buisson, a very friendly man and of the best of 
characters, the only French Europe ship in Bengal, but he was 
detained absolutely eight days ago, but if things were like to be 
as they were at first, I would take passage on a Dutch ship, a 
people extremely clownish and who live solely on nasty provisions 
and sea biscuit, which I would however put up with for the 
pleasure of seeing my own estates again. , Though I may not do 
very well, it happen that my stay in India may be of some 
advantage to me as I ^hali not be idle, if I am assisted by some 

' Apparently he was on board the Pnnce Hmry of Prussia, which was wracked in 
the Ganges atout August 21 (See Log of the Dslaware.) 
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friends who have made large promises to me. Poor St. Leger 
(who was of great service to me daring my absence on the Coast, 
who I had this autumn like to have lost by illness, and who, as 
well as I has lost all) keeps by me, not being willing to leave me 
a moment. It makes me uneasy that I cannot have an opportunity 
of employing him to advantage that he might regain what he has 
lost with me. 

I under the utmost concern about the situation of my wife 
and poor children, whether things are in the same condition as I 
left them, but what can I do ? God knows the desires of my 
heart, and I am conscious His Will can accomplish them. I write 
to thee, my dear friend, in a great hurry to take the advantage of 
the secret despatch of an English packet boat. Besides we have 
been on the river Ganges for these four days, and from the accounts 
we receive from Mr. Young affairs are so intricate that he himself 
‘Scarce knows whether I may write to thee and my wife by the 
English ship, on which he tells us he is to embark. Adieu my 
dear friend, I recommend my son to thee more than ever, and 
intreat thee to let me hear from thee by every opportunity. 

I am allways thy faithful friend, Ehckvron Dhchaulaye. 

P.S. — I recommend thee my dear friend to my wife, who men- 
liuns my disaster of which I believe she is informed. If she is not 
I commit the informing her of my misfortunes to thy prudence 
for she may fear the worst should she be longer ignorant of them. 
My most humble respects to thy dear family. I shall write to 
thee next week by the Dutch ship. 

i'J5. Letter from Mrs. Massey to Mr. William Davis, dated Calcutta, 
30 January, 17 S 7 - 

Dear Sir, — Your favour of the 5th January, 1756, came safe 
to my hands, and it gave me an infinite deal of pleasure and satis- 
faction to find you injoy a perfect state of health, which I pray 
God for the continuance thereof to the end of your days. I, thanks 
to God Almighty, am in a good state of health, but the extreme 
miseries that I am now under since the capture of our town of 
Calcutta on the 20th June last to this day has reduced me to a 
mere skeleton being for want of sustenance and raiment to defend 
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myself from the inclemency of the cold weather, having had the 
misfortune, as well as the rest of the inhabitants, to lose every 
individual thing I was mistress of in this world ; the coming down 
of the Nabob was so sudden that nobody had time to secure their 
properties, so that it fell an entire sacrifice to the infidells. Among 
the rest of my irreparable losses Mr. Holwell had the misfortune 
to loose my interest bond for the 10,000 Company rupees with the 
rest of his papers which was the only support that my deceased 
spouse left me, so that at present I am left in the void world a most 
miserable wretch destitute even of common supports of life. 

My brother Pollock for this se\en years last past by sailing as a 
supracargo, thanks to God, had acquired a competent fortune, but 
in the sackage of the town he was stripped to his shirt, and Provi- 
dence got him out of the fort with life that he was not shut up 
in the Black Hole after the taking of the fort. Luckly got out 
with the Armenians, and as he has lost e\er\ thing he possessed in 
this world, and a family to maintain, it is hardly in his powder to 
maintain and supf)ort me, though at present I live with him and 
have done so since the capture of the town. I can say on my 
conscience that he is a ^ery affectionate and loving brother to me 
as he always has been and uses me with the greatest kindness 
imaginable, but the declaration of the French w'ar will deprive 
him from going to sea to work for his bread, and b} that means 
I must be an intolerable burden to him when he is not hardly 
able to support his own family with common necessaries of life. 

I have made my application to Mr. Hohvell, who is extremely 
concerned for m\ calamitous condition but no means left him to 
relieve my miseries even w’ith a small sum of money, and as he is 
going home I most earnestly intreat for the love of God that you 
and him joyntly will endeavour to secure me the interest of the 
aforesaid sum of ten thousand rupees of the Company and procure 
a new' bond from them w'hich w'ill be the only means and comfort 
of my old age. My dwelling-house is in a most ruinous condition 
and have not wherewithal to repair it, and am extremely afraid it 
will .come do 4 ll this Rains, the infidels has so misused not only my 
house but all the houses in town. My brother joyns w'ith me in 
compliments and best wishes for your and Miss Davis’s health 
and happiness, &c. Success attend you in all your undertakings 
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and that you may injoy all the blessings and comforts of this life 
and remain with the greatest respect, 

Dear Sir, your most obedient and ever obliged humble servant, 
Ann Massey. 

P.S. — I shall be infinitely obliged to you to comhiiserate my hard 
case and send me out some charity that I may not entirely starve. 


196. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Nawab, dated 30 January y 

1757 - 

I wrote Your Excellency a letter some time ago to which you 
have not been pleased to send me an answer as yet. No doubt 
Your Excellency has been informed that I am Commander-in- 
chief of the land forces, and that I am the King of England's 
officer. In future the Admiral and I shall address Your Excellency 
jointly in all affairs relating to the interest and welfare of the 
Company, and in a day or two shall send you some proposals, the 
purport of which will be to settle peace in your dominions, and 
to request some favours of Your Excellency for the benefit of the 
Company. 

Your Excellency well knows what great hardships and immense 
losses the English have suffered through your displeasure. As 
you are a great soldier you must likewise be a man of great 
justice, for the one is inseperablc from the other : and I am sure 
your goodness and equity as well as affection for your poor un- 
happy subjects will induce you to give the Company satisfaction 
for their losses. Though I have been a soldier many years, and 
it has pleased Providence always to bless me with success on the 
Coast, I had much rather the Company should be indebted to 
your generosity for the restitution of their affairs than to the force 
of arms. 

I hope Your Excellency will weigh and consider this affair, and 
by your kindness to the English make them your friends instead 
of your enemies, by which means you will find them ready to join 
and support you against all such as dare to disturb the peace of 
your province. 
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197. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to JoJutAdlercronf Esq., 
dated Camp, 30 January, 1757. 

Our situation in camp is a very good one. The banks of a great 
tank, which we made a fortification of, covers our rear, and we 
have erected two advanced batteries to remedy as much as pos- 
sible any inconveniences attending the spot of ground w^e have 
occupied. 

Yesterday I received advice that the Nabob's brother had 
crossed the river with 10,000 men at a place called Cow'gauchee, 
about 18 miles from our camp, and that the Nabob himself was 
following. It is computed the whole army may amount to 
30,000 fighting men and 50 pieces of cannon. Notwithstanding 
these formidable preparations he seems disposed for Peace and we 
are now treating. How affairs will end is very doubtful. 


ig8. Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Clive, dated 30 January, 1757. 

The letter you wrote me I have received, and take proper notice 
of the contents. You write that you desire to have matters 
accommodated, and to live in good understanding with me, to 
have reparations for the Company’s losses. Assure yourself I will 
make no scruple of complying with the demand. I find it is 
both our intentions that measures for the Company’s losses, the 
countrj^’s good, and the safety of the inhabitants should be 
pursued. Therefore send a person of entire trust and confidence 
with orders and power to treat upon these affairs. You may send 
such a person without being under any apprehensions of his 
safety. You may depend upon my giving a currency to the 
Company’s business at all their Factories upon its former footing. 
I make no doubt things will be soon accommodated upon your 
sending such a person. The manner and time of restoring the 
Company’s losses shall be settled. This I hope you will agree to. 
I know you are a soldier and as such I should chuse to be your 
friend. If yoij^fe willing to make up these troubles and will live 
in friendship with me, I shall never be wanting on my part to 
forward your Company’s business, and shew their servants my 
favour upon all occasions. To render justice and to study the 
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good [of] my country and tenants are what I am desirous of. 
This is what I have always had at heart : for this reason God has 
always blessed me with success. 

199. Translation of an extract from a letter from Monsieur E. 
Dechaulaye of the Prussian Service to his wife at Paris^ 
dated on the Ganges, before Calcutta^ 30 January, 1757. 

Every one has lost by different misfortunes this year ; the 
entire stagnation of trade occasioned by the troubles in Bengal, 
the tyranny of the government of the country' princes and the 
j^reparatiOns for a fresh war between the different nations have 
greatly lessened their fortunes and thrown me in particular into 
the greatest perplexity. I don’t know but our affairs relating to 
the ship may oblige me to remain in India longer than this year 
from a |X)int of honour, in case Mr. Young resolves to go to 
luirof>e to render the Company an account of his transactions, 
for he has taken a great deal more on him than he ought, for 
which the three supercargoes and myself have protested against 
him in form. 

200. Tmiislatiou (f a letter from the Nawab to -U. Renault, 
j;i)Janiuir}\ 1757 .^ 

To the greatest of merchants, the model of true friends, 
M. Renault, Director-General of the French Company. Be 
always happy. 1 remember that between the greatest of mer- 
chants and the English, a people without faith, there is enmity 
and hatred. This agrees with what these faithless persons have 
written to Farouktontdjar, that they do not wish to correspond 
with me through the French, whilst I— I will never pardon their 
crimes except at your intercession. I'or your information I send 
you the letter to Farouktontdjar which I have received. I learn 
also by Raja Manikchand, my beloved brother and sustainer of 
my grandeur and power, that it is certain that the greatest of 
merchants promises to assist me. This is why I notify you, that 
«f you, who are the model of true friends, employ your power to 
aid me, and if you continue in this intention, you should prepare 

^ Archives Coloniales, Paris. 
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the ships of war which you have in this country, put one of my 
peofde on each, and send them to punish this faithless people and 
diase them from this country. I abolish for ever the annual 
imposts on your commerce, and I give you the right to establish 
a mint at Chandernagore. I will demand a firman for this from 
the light of the presence, the greatest and purest, the Emi>eror of 
Delhi, and will send it to you. Until the arrival of the firman 
I will give you a paru’ana, with my seal, so that you may exercise 
these two privileges with perfect tranquillity of mind. I will load 
you with benefits and marks of my good will. If you w'ill send 
me a reply promising to help me. I will also write on this subject 
to the high in honours and in dignity, the very illustrious Nawab, 
M. Bussy. Given this nth day of DjamadteUmah, the third yeai 
of the reign of the Emperor. I will tell you further that I am 
sending to you Mir-macha-halLi, who has my confidence. He 
will instruct you fully [in all things). 

201. Extracts pom a Utter from Colonel Clive to William Mahhot, Esq,, 
dated Camp, 31 January, 1757. 

One w'ord more for the good of the Company and then I must 
conclude. 

Mr. Holw^ell is a specious and sensible man, but from what I 
have heard and obser\'ed myself I cannot be persuaded he w'ill 
ever make use of his abilities for the good of the Company. I am 
well informed there is no merit due to him for staying behind in 
the fort, nothing but the w’ant of a boat prevented his escape and 
flight with the rest. 

I cannot address Mr. Drake without gi^ing him concern and 
uneasiness ; assure him of my gratitude and respect ; assure him 
at the same time, that if his nephew has erred I believe it is in 
judgment not principle. 

202. Extracts^n^m a letter from Council, Fort William, to the Court 
^cf Directors, dated 31 January, 1757. 

May it please your Honours, — i. Triplicate of our letter 
from Fulta under date the 17th September we now inclose in this 
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packet. Yoa will therein see the misfortunes which have befallen 
your Settlement of Fort William and its Subordinates, the miser}^ 
and hardships we underwent by remaining in the river so many 
months confined to a few ships and vessels, and the steps we pursued 
to obtain a re-establishment in these provinces with restitution of 
th» heav}' losses Your Honours and the private inhabitants of 
Calcutta have suffered. In that letter we promised you the par- 
ticulars of the siege when we next addressed you, but upon second 
consideration we find it impracticable to form a narrative that 
will be assented to by all the members of the Board who were 
concerned in these transactions. Wc must therefore beg leave to 
refer your Honours to the several addresses those gentlemen have 
separately made you through the channel of this Board. They 
are transmitted in this packet and to your candour we submit our 
conduct, without any further comment. 

2. We have already apprized Your Honours of the distress of 
\our servants and the inhabitants of Calcutta, which made it 
necessary’ for us to allow them a subsistance at your expence. In 
this allowance we have been as frugal as possible, and we flatter 
ourselves the extra charges incurred by this means will not be 
esteemed unreasonable. Should we be fortunate enough to 
succeed in our operations against the Siibah^ (which wc have not 
the least doubt of) we shall take care to see you reimbursed the 
amount of that expence. 

3. By the face of our Proceedings while at Fulta, Your Honours 
will observe, we took the ships Doddaly, Fort IPr/Ziaw, Speedwell^ 
and Lively, and Nancy grabs into your service on the most 
leasonable terms we could; this we were necessitated to do for 
the accommodation of the inhabitants and military, the security of 
>our effects from any attempts of the Moors, and to lade the 
stores we purchased for the use of the military, &c. We found it 
necessary* likewise to freight the Success galley for an hospital ship, 
numbers of our military being sick, and the unwholesome damps 
of the ground at Fulta rendering it dangerous to send them 
ashore. 

5 - The Board having judged it expedient to appoint a Secret 
Committee for receiving all intelligence relating to the Nabob^s 
*iiotions and concerting measures for our re-establishment, a copy 
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of their transactions is likewise forwarded by this conveyance for 
yoor perusal. 

6. The Select Committee appointed in your commands of the 
iith P'ebruary, 1756 will advise of whatever may be relative to 
the trust reposed in them. The number of members in that 
Committee has been increased by the addition of the Major and 
Mr. Holwell which was moved for by our President in our Con- 
sultation of the i6th December, to w'hich day’s Proceedings and 
that of the 20th we beg leave to refer Your Honours for our 
several opinions. 

7. That Committee will inform you what efforts have been made 
by your servants at Fort Saint George for the recovery of Fort 
William and the re-establishment of the Honourable Company in 
these provinces. We can only acquaint your Honours that in 
consequence of what Mr. Pigot and his Council wrote us by the 
King's Fisher sloop of war, we ordered all our pilot sloops to wait 
the arrival of the squadron in the Koad,^ and deputed Messrs. 
Watts and Becher to give the Admiral as full an account of the 
state of the country at that time as our intelligence enabled us 
to do. 

8. Admiral Watson arrived at Fulta on the 14th December 
with the Tiger man-of-war ; he was soon after joined by the 
Salisbury and Bridgwater. Upon these ships and the Walpole, 
with two country vessells freighted as transports. Colonel Clive 
arrived from I'ort Saint George with part of the troops sent under 
his command, and after refreshing the military and seamen the 
squadron moved up the river on the 28th December. Two days 
after Buz Budgea (a place of great strength) was attacked by the 
Admiral's ships and about eight in the evening cairied by assault. 
From thence Mr. Watson proceeded tow'ards Tannah, and, having 
dismounted their guns both there and at a battery erected 
opposite to it, he brought his squadron before Fort William on 
the 2nd January and retook the place in less than two hours. 

9. The next day we waited upon Mr. Watson in the Fort, w'ho 
delivered over4(pat, the guns and military stores, the town and 
effects found therein, to us as Your Honours’ representatives on 
behdf of the respective Proprietors. We are now making the 

^ Of BaUasore. 
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Fort as defensible as our time will admit of, to pievent a second 
capture should the Nabob attack it again. To do this it is im- 
mediately necessary to level several of the houses near the Fort ; 
they have been pointed out by Colonel Clive and Mr Barker, and 
valued by Messrs. Becher, Collet, Raitt and Beaumont. This 
exigence will not be very considerable, and is a charge which 
cannot be avoided. 

10. Sensible of the importance it must be of to your affairs to 
be early informed of our repossession, we applied to Admiral 
Watson before he left Fulta for the King*s Fisher sloop of war to 
carr>' that intelligence to Europe, but as he could not q>are that 
vessel for the reasons assigned in bis answer entered after our 

Consultation of the December, we determined to forward 

these advices by the Syren sloop, and have given the command of 
her to Mr. Jones' at the recommendation of Admiral Watson. 

11. As we esteemed it necessary to publish the reasons of our 
bringing so large a force into these provinces before we attempted 
any further acts of hostility, we have exhibited a Manifesto of our 
injuries and complaints, with a declaration of War against the 
Subah of these provinces till ample restitution be made for the 
publick and private losses, and satisfaction given for the charges 
incurred by his violent proceedings. Copies of that Manifesto 
were sent to the French and Dutch to prevent any suspicion that 
we might intend their hurt or prejudice. Enclosed in this packet 
we send a copy likewise for your perusal. 

12. We have the pleasure to acquaint Your Honours, that we 
had the good fortune to find a large quantity of export goods in 
your cottah, which we are now embaling, and hope to send the 
Delawar away almost fully laden by the loth of next month. 
Particulars of what stores, &c., has been found will be transmitted 
by the Delawar. 

13* Some private property has likewise been found in the place, 
a-nd notice has been given for all persons who have claims to any 
effects left in the Fort or town to send in their demands to the Sub- 
Accomptant who has our orders to deliver it upon a receipt being^ 
given by the claimant to be responsible for the said effects or their 
amount, in case it should be contested and awarded to another. 

' Mr. Evan Jones, mate of the DoidingUm, wrecked in 1755. 
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14« The inconveniences we experienced at the siege of Calcutta 
from the prodigious numbers of Portuguese women who were 
admitted for security into the Fort, the very little or no service which 
that race of people are of to the Settlement, added to the prospect 
we had of a war with France (in which case w'e had reason to 
suppose they would refuse to take up arms against an enemy of 
their own religion should we be attacked) induced us upon our 
return to interdict the publick exercise of the Roman Catholic 
religion, and to forbid the residence of their priests in our 
bounds. 

15. Our chaplains having both demised, Mr. Gervas Hellamy in 
the Black Hole and Mr. Robert Mapletoft of a fever at Fulta, we 
have appointed the Reverend Mr. Cobbe our chaplain till your 
pleasure is known with the usual salary and allowances annexed 
to that benefice. He was chaplain to the Kent, which station he 
has quitted to serv^e Your Honours, and he appears to us very 
worthy of your favour. 

16. We were under a necessity during our stay at Fulta to 
dispose of the bullion to Mr. Bisdom, sent us by the President and 
Council of Fort Saint George, at a low rate to procure rupees for 
our current expenccs ; but we can assure Your Honours we used 
our utmost endeavours to obtain a higher price, which the un- 
settled face of things made impracticable. 

17. Most of the military and artillery officers upon our estab- 
lishment being dead, several promotions were made by us, for the 
particulars of which we beg leave to refer Your Honours to our 
Consultations, wherein you will observe Mr. Dugald Campbell 
bad a captain’s commission granted him, in consequence of your 
recommendation of that gentleman. He was since unfortunately 
killed at the taking of Buz Budgea, We have given the company 
vacant by his death to John Fraser Esq. 

19. We shall now reply to such parts of Your Honours’ general 
letter this season as we have it in our power to answer in our present 
situation, nianj^arts of which we are obliged to leave unanswered 
from the loss oflRl our Papers, Books, Consultations and Accompts. 

24. The house and ground Your Honours mention to have been 
bought by Colonel Scott, was purchased at his death by Captain 
John Buchanan, of whom we bought the Mills for making powder 
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for the sum of 4,000 rupees, and took the provision of that article 
into our own hands on your account, allowing Captain Buchanan 
a gratuity to supervise and give the necessary orders for in- 
corporating and working the ingredients agreeable to the rules 
received last season, by which measure we should not only have 
Ixen supplied with better gunpowder than we could purchase of 
any persons who made it for sale, but found it likewise turn 
out considerably cheaper; which method wc shall always adopt 
for the future. 

2b, Major James Killpatrick has received Your Honours’ 

I ommission and desires to return his humble thanks for the favour 
you have shewn him. As he has desired to rt‘ceivc his pay of 
1 5 liicca rupees per day instead of the salary you have appointed 
him of £250 per annum, we have consented to that alteration of 
>our directions. 

iS. Our Books and Papers being lost we are to request you will 
ir.iiismit us a set of Standing Orders for our future conduct, 
t opy of our treasury^ and cash accounts and account sales to 
the despatch of the Denham with the General Books ballanced 
to April 1755. 

2i), It will be proper likewise to send us an exemplification 
of the Charter, Instructions for the Mayors Court and Courts 
of Oyer and Terminer, Commission for holding Courts of 
Admiralty for the tryal of piracies, and Powers to appoint Judge 
\dvocates to general courts martial. 

>1. The inconvenience and little utility of having any part of 
our military force detached at Subordinates has been so much felt 
and experienced by us in our late misfortunes, that we take upon 
Us to recommend to Your Honours never to maintain a garrison 
up the country, or have any numerous Factorysor buildings which 
uiay require a large cxpcnce of repairs. Should w'e find it 
necessary to have some Europeans at Cossimbuzar, Dacca or 
other aurungs, a few of the servants at each wdll answer the end 
well and put the Company to little or no charge either 
in Durbar presents or otherwise. 

32* We have determined to defer filling up the vacancies in 
Council, while we have no members absent at Subordinates, 
unless the Board should by casualties or otherwise be reduced 
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33. Enclosed is a list of the eovenaoted aemutts open our 
establishment, which compared with the list seat you last season 
will mark out those who are dead, most of whom were killed at 
the taking of tort William, Afessr*;. Hyndmam, L}ndsa}, and 
Vasmer died it t ulta of fe\ ers 

34. A copv of the Chtirter having I>een preserved b\ one of the 
Mayor's Court Attorne\«5, we found it absolutely incumbent on us 
(in consequence of a clause therein) to constitute and declare 
Bulramgurry (the onl\ Factory we had remaining) to be the seat 
of our Presidency, which your Honours will observe we did on 
the 25th October and published the same by our Secretarv Upon 
our return to Fort William, we have again removed the seat of 
our Presidency from Bulramgurrv to this place, ind have advertised 
such removal at the Fort gates as usual 

35. Judging It necessvry to put the black merch ints and 
Armenians under some regulations in future, we shall take into 
consideration when we have more leisure upon whit footing to 
admit their residence within our bounds 

36. The greatest part of the inhabitants being tot illy ruined, 
and unable to discharge the whole of their debts by the fatal loss of 
the Settlement we beg leave to recommend their unhappy situa 
tion to your consideration, and as the calamity has been so general 
and destructive, and their misfortunes owing to no mismanage 
ment of theirs in trade but to the pillage and depredations of 
a powerful and unexpected enemy, we should esteem it an 
ineffable piece of goodness if Your Honours could obtain a clause 
to the Statutes of Bankruptcy in favour of the unfortunate sufferers 
at Calcutta, by which they should be discharged of all demands, 
upon giving up and assigning to and for the use of their creditors 
whatever assets they may now be possessed of, after which to be 
left at liberty to provide for themselves and families by trade, 
without beings liable to lett or molestation from their former 
creditors SWh a relief in the distresses the inhabitants in general 
labour under at present would be of universal benefit, and we 
think but fair and equitable. 

37. The long and dangerous sickness of our Secretary^ at Fulta, 

1 Mr John Cooke 
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the death of the Sub-Secretary,^ and the impossibility of conduct- 
ing the business of that office in a regular manner on board the 
ships and vessels we lived in, may probably occasion the omission 
of some papers being entered after our Proceedings, and other 
Jeglects of that kind, which we hope Your Honours will excuse. 

38. Mr. Holwell has delivered in a letter to the Board addressed 
ic Your Honours which we transmit by this packet. He begs 
leave to apologize for any errors in the dates he has mentioned, as 
he had no vouchers to rectify them, and was obliged to depend on 
his recollection alone. He likewise desires the slovenly manner it 
IS transcribed in may be overlooked, as he had not time to get a 
fairer copy engrossed for this conveyance. 

40. We are now to acknowledge the receipt of our commission 
transmitted us per Chesterfield, for which we return our most 
humble thanks, and shall do everything in our j)ower to deserve 
Your Honours’ favour and regard. 

41. Before we close this letter we beg leave to mention the good 
inclinations Mr, Watson has manifested to the interest of our 
ILinployers. His bringing the squadron down the Bay notwith- 
standing he was called home, his readiness to assist us with 
His Majesty’s ships in recovering our Settlements, and with his 
advice when requested by our Select Committee, declaring war 
against the Suhah on His Majesty’s part, and the disinterestedness 
he has shewn in delivering up the Fort and town with the guns, 
military stores, and effects found therein, are all marks of the 
strongest attachment to the good and welfare of the Honourable 
Company and deserves a particular notice. 

42. Major James Killpatrick having delivered us a letter 
concerning his salary of ^250, which Your Honours have ordered 
should not be paid to the Majors in future, we enclose that letter 
and beg leave to observ'e that his pay and other perquisites are 
very insufficient for the manner it is necessary for him to live in : 
exclusive of the extraordinary care and charge he must have upon 
him as Major of the garrison. 

44. As Mr. Holwell takes his passage in this sloop we have 
committed the charge of this packet to his care. 

We are, &c., Roger Drake, Junior, James Killpatrick, 
R. Becher, P. R. Pearkes, W. Frankland, W. Macket. 

^ Mr. Vasmer. 
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^3. LMer from Admiral Watson to John Cleveland^ Esq., dated 
HM.S. ‘ Kent,"' off Calcutta, in the River Hooghly, 31 January, 
I 757 -" 

Sir, — T hree days after the date of my last letter of the 13th 
October, 1756, I sailed from Madrass, with His Majesty’s ships 
Kent, Cumberland, Ty^er, Salisbury and Bridgwater, Marlborough 
and Walpole Indiamcn and Blaze fire-ship, which last, seeing I 
should have no occasion for, I sent to Hombay with directions 
for her being put out of commission and sold. I endeavoured to 
make the best of my way to Hallasore Road, but meeting with 
trifling winds and strong southerly currents, we were three weeks 
driving to the southward, till w’e got into the lattitude of 6° 30' 
N. and then had not made more than four degrees easting. This 
had the appearance of having a long passage, which with the 
number of men we had on board might have proved a ver}' un- 
fortunate circumstance. 

By our getting to the eastward as much as possible, we began 
to meet with the north-east trade, w'hich not being set in, proved 
variable and squally, though never blowing enough to e.\pect any 
bad consequence from it, but I found our ships were in no con- 
dition to beat against a monsoon. The Salisbury (which I looked 
upon to be the least defective of any ship in the sejuadron) on the 
13th November made the signal of distress, having sprung a leak 
in her wooden ends, and made so much w'ater, that after four 
hours’ pumping it had gained something upon them. I sent her 
all the assistance in my power, and stopt her leak as much as 
possible, but even then she made upwards of four feet every hour, 
which obliged her to carry an easy sail, w'hercby our passage 
was greatly retarded. This unlucky accident made me doubtful 
whether the expedition w'ould not be overset, as, had she been 

* This letter is practically a duplicate of a letter to Lord Holdernesse of the same 
date The latter, however, begins as follows : 

* My Lord, — The x 6 th of October 1 sailed with all the squadron and the Weipote 
and the MarWorough. Indiamen, from Madras for Bengal, but by adverse winds and 
waiting for the ^tsbury, who on the 13 th November had sprung a leak, my passage 
became longer Ahi 1 expected, and before I arrived all the ships were very sickly, 
being crouded with men, and our provisions and water almost expended; we were 
then in a melancholy situation, but our good fortune since has made amends for all 
the trouble and fatigue we have undergone in our passage by sea and up the fiver . 
and December, about nine o'clock at night, &c.. &c.' (India Office, Home Mlsc.t 94) 
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obliged to bear away, another ship must have gone with her, and 
that would have taken so much force from the squadron, that I 
should have esteemed the remaining part proceeding to be of very 
little or no service. However, her leak not increasing, we all con- 
tirutd together, and on the 2nd December, about nine o'clock at 
nigh:, the Cumberland unexpectedly struck upon a shoal off Point 
r.ilniiras, but luckily got off again without receiving any damage* 
^hc immediately made the signal for danger, and soon after to 
anchor, which I repealed and came to in eight fathoms. Tlie 
in \t morning we found the Kent within the Point, the rest of the 
ships were to leeward among the shoals, however they all got edear 
of them that evening, but were not able to get round the Point, 
t \CL pt the I y^er and Walpole. On the 5th >f December, I 
.inchored in Hallasore Road, and the Tyger anil Walpole soon 
after. I'here I met with Messrs. Watts and Heehi <leputed to me 
from the Governor and C'ouncil, to acquaint me with the state of 
their affairs, which were in so bad a situation as to require imme- 
diate assistance. I ct)nsultcd the pilots about carrying the Kent 
and I'yger over the Braces,* who were of opinion it might be done 
with s*ifety during the Springs, and. if I would permit them, they 
would take charge of the ships up the river to Fulta. The tides 
''•Tving I weighed the 8th December and proceeded over the 
Hraces. I'he 15th I arrived at Fulta, where the Governor and 
C ouneil and late inhabitants of Calcutta had retired to since the 
loss of I'ort William and all their other Settlements, with as many 
'»f their ships and vessels as had escaped falling into the hands of 
ilic .Moors. I also found there th(^ 7\/«g\s FisJicr, who I dispatched 
from Matirass, some time before the squadron sailed, with advices 
lo Mr. Drake of my preparing to come to his assistance. 

After having consulted with the Governor and Council, I saw 
tlicre was a necessity for a stioiigcr force than the fifty gun ship 
‘ind frigates to proceed up the river, as the enemy, not thinking 
tile forts of Tanna and Busbudgia to be a sufficient defence, were 
rinsing new works on the banks of the river, which they had been 
^‘nqiloyed about for some time. Hearing this, I thought it most 
^^viseable to proceed as soon as possible, but the Springs then 

' ' ^Vhich are sands that great ships can only go over at a particular time of tide.' 
tetter to Lord HoldernesM.) 
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coming on, the pilots would not take charge of the ships till they 
were over. In the meantime I wrote to the Nabob, a copy of 
which I herewith inclose, and made such preparations as w'ere 
necessary’ for my proceeding. 

By the 25th the tides began to slacken, when the Bridgwater 
joined me, and the next day the Salisfmry. The pilots then ac- 
quainting me of its being a proper time to move up, and having 
received no answer from the Nabob, I gave orders for embarking 
the troops the 28th, and sailed the same day with the Kent, Tygcr, 
Salisbury, Bridgwater and King's Fisher sloop. The next afternoon 
Colonel Clive was landed in order to march to Hiisbudgia to make 
an attack by land, at the same time the squadron was to appear 
l>efore the place- The 30th about eight o’clock in the morning 
the squadron anchored and began to cannonade, at half-past eight 
I ordered the King’s troops to land to siipj)ort the Colonel, who, 
from the reports I received, I had great reason to believe was en- 
gaged with the enemy. A little before nine they joind him, but 
the action was then over, the enemy having retired with loss. We 
soon after heard they marched back with great haste to Calcutta, 
but the Governor of Busbudgia continued in the Fort and defended 
it. The Colonel was ill provided with cannon and all sorts of 
military stores, and was unacquainted with the situation of the 
enemy, having taken no prisoners to inform him, or indeed could 
get any intelligence to be depended upon. The Moors in their 
usual way fired from behind the bushes, it was therefore impos- 
sible to know exactly when they retreated, but by accounts they 
certainly had encamped not far off, which they broke up wuth 
the utmost expedition. In this skirmish were killed an ensign 
and eleven private men, and about twenty slightly wounded. 

The ships soon silenced the enemy’s fire : but we had occasion 
for most part of the day to fire some guns to keep them from 
firing on our troops who were lodged near their walls with an in- 
tention to storm before night ; but that being put off, at seven 
o’clock in the evening I ordered about a. hundred seamen on shore 
under the colftnand of Captain King, and at half an hour after 
eight the body of the Fort was on fire, and immediately after I 
received the agreeable news of the place being our own. The 
moment the seamen, soldiers, and seapoys entered, the few people 
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\N ho were left in the Fort ran out, and we were so unlucky as not 
to take a man. Captain Campbell one of the Company’s captains 
his life after he was in the Fort, and about four of the King’s 
soldiers were wounded while they lay under the walls. This 
I'oit was extremely well situated for defence, and had the advan- 
iag< of a wet ditch round it, but was badly provided with cannon, 
a*, wc found only eighteen guns, from twenty-four pounders down- 
wards, and about forty barrels of powder with ball in proportion. 

Oil the 1st January' the Kent and lygrranchord between Tanna 
I'ort and a battery opposite, both which places the enemy 
abandoned as the ships approached. In these we found about 
f()rt\ guns, some twenty-four pounders, and all mounted on good 

Triages, most of them the Company’s. We also found some 
[» »\vder and ball. 

In the night, I sent the boats manned and armed up the river, 
i(» fire to a ship and some vessels that lay under a fort, which 
\\ executed without oppK>sition. That was a necessary piece 
"t service, as I heard they were filled with combustibles in order to 
b‘ ^et on fire when the ebb made, to burn our ships. 

'I'he next morning early, agreeable to the Colonel’s request, I 
landed the Company’s troops, who immediately began their march 
In Calcutta. The Kent and Tyf^er soon after weighed and pro' 
ceoded up the river together with the twenty-gun ship and sloop, 
\vhieh last had directions when I should anchor off Calcutta, to 
l-ass iiK* and the Tyf^er, and anchor above, where they saw they 
‘ niild most annoy the enemy. As there w^as no necessity for more 
dian two ships at Calcutta and the keeping Tanna Fort w'as of 
‘nmc consequence, 1 thought proper to leave the Salisbury there 
a guard ship to prevent the enemy from regaining it and the 
‘• ittery opposite. 

The Ty}(cr being the leading ship, at forty minutes after nine 
<>(-l()ck the enemy began to fire upon her from their batteries 
Calcutta, which they deserted as we approached. At 
twenty minutes past ten, the Tyger anchored abreast the Line of 
Kuns at Calcutta, at half an hour after ten the Kent anchored, and 
^<^th ships made a very warm fire, insomuch that the enemy were 
^^>on drove from their guns and presently after ran out of the Fort, 
^'iiptain Coote with the King’s troops and an officer from the Kent 
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entere4 the Fort a little before eleven, but the flight of the enemy 
"was so sudden that only two or three poor ignorant fellows were 
taken. I garrisoned the place that day with the King’s troops and 
appointed Captain Coote to take the command. The next day 
I delivered it up to the Company’s representatives with all the 
effects found within their bounds. Here wc found four mortars, 
ninety one guns of different sizes and a considerable quantity of 
all kinds of ammunition : We have suffered ver}' little from the 
enemy in our masts, yards and rigging, and have lost very few. 
The enclosed is an abstract of all the men killed and wounded at 
the several attacks. 

The Governor and Council being now in possession of their 
principal Settlement, determined for th(' violencies they had 
received from the Nabob and his subjects, to declare war against 
him, and to publish the same throughout all the country, and 
wrote me a letter desiring 1 would do the same in the name of His 
Majesty, which I accordingly did. A copy of their letter and my 
Declaration I herewith inclose. The misfortune of neither the 
Cumberland nor Marlborough being arrived made it quite impos- 
sible for any enterprise to be undertaken by land, and it was 
absolutely necessary to push the enemy before they had time to 
recover from their pannick. Accordingly an ex])edition was 
proposed against Hughley, to be executed by the twenty-gun ship 
and sloop, the boats of the squadron manned and armed, assisted 
by all the King’s troops amounting to one hundred and seventy, 
the Company’s grenadiers and two hundred scapoys, which were to 
be landed under the command of Major Killpatrick. Several 
sloops were procured to embark them, and there being a proper 
vesseP for carrying two mortars, w^hich being judged of great 
consequence to the success of the expedition, the Committee 
offered her to go up)on this service, if I would appoint a proper 
officer to take the command of her. I accordingly gave my First 
Lieutenant, Mr. Warrick, a commission as Captain, and appointed 
a Lieutenant and Surgeon to her, >vhich,I hope their Lordships will 
approve of. 4|l 

Every'thing being pirepared the troops were embarked the 5 th 
instant and all proceeded up the river under the command of 

* The Thunder Bomb 



BENGAL IN 17M-67 


*99 

Captain Smith of His Majesty’s ship Bridgwater^ who by not 
having a good pilot grounded before he got two leagues abo\’e 
me, where he lay forty-eight hours in great danger, but got off 
without receiving much damage, and by the assistance of a Dutch 
pilot, who he took on board in his passage up, he proceeded 
atjTeeable to his orders. 

On the nth I received the agreeable news of our being in 
possession of Hughley. For the particulars of the attack, I beg 
leave to refer their lordships to the inclosed account of Captain 
King s, who commanded a party of seamen ashore, and by whom 
J now take the opportunity of sending my dispatches, and beg 
leave to recommend him to their Lordships' favour. 

The Bridf^waiers grounding in going up, cx:casioned great delay, 
by which means the enemy had time to carr)- off most of their 
effects, and the Dutch did not scruple to receive them under their 
protection, as well as several of their principal inhabitants. I 
represented this proceeding to Mr. Bisdoin the Chief of Chincura, 
to which I received nothing but evasive and equivocal answers. 
As I was extremely unwilling to have a misunderstanding with 
any European Power, I sept my Captain up to him, with a letter 
of credit in the usual form, to explain such matters as could not 
so readily be settled by letter. To this he made me no reply, 
neither did he make any answer to two letters wrote to him from 
Captain Speke while at Chincura and by rny authority, and one 
from Captain Smith. 

Their behaviour altogether has been so very partial in favour of 
our enemy, that I should do an injustice to myself in passing it 
over without taking some notice of it. 

After 1 received Captain King's account of the attack upon the 
bort, I had for several days news brought me of our progress in 
burning and destroying tlu- city of Hughley, also of setting fire to 
their granaries, and store-houses of salt, which were situated on 
the banks of each side the river and extended near two miles in 
length. The destroying these granaries will be of great prejudice 
to the Nabob, as they contained a store for the subsistance of his 
army while it is in this part of the country. 

This service being done, and nothing else to undertake either 

^ i.e., the twenty-gun ship 
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tfMne down and join me. 

On the I2th instant 1 received His Majesty's Declaration of War 
against the French King, which was transmitted from the Directors 
of the East India Company by land to Bussero, from thence to 
Governor Bourchier at Bombay, who acquaints me there came by 
the same conveyance publick letters for me, which I hear he has 
sent by one of the three ships coming here from thence with five 
hundred troops, but neither of them are yet arrived. When they 
do they will be a very considerable reinforcement to the little army 
here, and I hope I shall see them before I am obliged to leave the 
river. 

Notwithstanding our success, the Company’s affairs here are yet 
on a very precarious footing, and nothing but a lasting advan- 
tageous peace can possibly free them from ruin. From this 
reflection, I wrote a letter to the Committee, offering proposals 
relating to our conduct with the French, a copy of which I here- 
with inclose, with an extract of their answer, which I hope will 
justify me if I enter into a neutrality with the French in the 
Ganges as it was observed last war, and especially as we are 
now already embroiled with the country Government, who would 
be too powerful for us by land if joind by the French, and 
particularly so when I leave the river, therefore I think a neutrality 
with the French must be observed in the Ganges. If it could be 
with a league offensive and defensive against the Nabob, no doubt 
but he might be brought to terms the sooner ; and this I proposed 
to the French soon after the taking Calcutta, upon their applica- 
tion to me to enter into a simple neutrality, but they excused 
themselves as they were not in a condition to join with us against 
the Nabob, whose resentment they much feared. 

On the 20th January the Marlborough arrived here with between 
three and four hundred seapoys and all the Field Train. About the 
same time I received a letter from Mr. Pocock acquainting me 
that he had used his utmost efforts to get round Point Palmiras, 
but his provisions 4|1 water being almost expended, and his people 
very sickly, he was at last obliged to bear up for Vizagapatam, 
where he arrived the 14th December. As there are near three 
hundred troops on board the Cumberland^ I thought it proper to 
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send Mr. Pocock orders to make the best of his^way to Bengal, 
and proceed up the river as high as Kedgaree, and to disembark 
the troops without loss of timdf and send them to Calcutta, it 
being at this critical juncture of the utmost importance our land 
focre should be augmented. 

A few days ago an application was made to both the French and 
Dutch from two of the principal people about the Nabob's Court, 
with views of bringing about a peace ; and though it did not come 
immediately from the Nabob himself, yet it is supposed it Was 
(lone by his authority. By the opportunity of the Delawar I tnajjr 
be able to acquaint their Lordships what will be the issue of this 
seeming inclination on their side for peace : But since this 
ap)plication was made, I have received a letter from the Nabob, a 
cop^y of which I herewith inclose together w^th my answer. 
What will be the event I cannot pretend to say, but I am afraid I 
shall be under the necessity of continuing longer here than I would 
c huse to do, as I must not think of lea\ ing them till such time 
I hey are in a state of security against any insults from the country 
Tower; though I am afraid my stay will be attended with very 
disagreeable, if not bad, consequences to the squadron, all our 
ships being in a bad condition, and our men ver>' sickly. We 
have already lost more since wc have been in the river than in a 
whole year before. This is but a mclancholly circumstance in a 
I'rench war considering how short the ships are of their proper 
( omplement, and the impossibility of getting men here. 

Inclosed I send you the state ^ of the squadron and am, Sir, &c. 
ivc., Chas. Watson. 

204. Captain Kind's account of the taking of Hughleyr 

On the loth of January 1757 between 3 and 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon the troops rendezvoused on board a Moors’ ship we had. 
taken possession of in the morning, and lay moored near the 
P>ndgwater and about one mile to the southward of Hughley 
Fort. At 4 o’clock the Bridgwater weighed and droped up with 
the flood, till about half an hour after, when being opposite to 

^ In the attacks upon Budge Budge, Mukwa Tanah, Calcutta, and Hughley, there 
^\cre io all 9 seamen and 3 soldiers killed, and 26 seamen and 5 soldiers woundied 
(Home Series, Misc , 94, p. 358). 

“ Enclosed in No, 203. 
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and less than musket shot from the Fort, she anchored and began 
to cannonade, which the enemy smartly returned with both great 
guns and small arms. And while she w'as droping up several 
single shot were exchanged between the Fort and her ; soon after 
the Bridgwater weighed, the King's Fisher anchored near the same 
place, in order to cover the troops who, accompanied by 70 sea- 
men, immediately landed, and possessed themselves of a merchant’s 
house ; upon which the King's Fisher moved up above the Bridgwater 
and engaged the Fort, and the Thunder bomb, who about this time 
was placed at a proper distance, began to bombard the south-east 
bastion, which had a good effect and greatly alarmed the Moors, 
who were not accustomed to being attacked in that manner. 

The troops finding no opposition marched about two hundred 
yards to another Iioiise, and then on towards the Fort, but that 
being surrounded with houses, no guide to direct us, and our men 
much exposed to muskettry from those houses, it was therefore 
judged proper to return to the second house before mentioned, 
and wait till the Bridgwater and King's Fisher had made a breach, 
or by means of reconnoitring or taking a prisoner we could get 
information of the properest place to make an attack. In the mean- 
time the seamen and seapois were employed setting fire to the town. 

The house we had now' made our quarters had a large garden 
and a good substantial wall round it, with two gates, one towards 
the Fort, at which we mounted two three-pounders (sent ashore 
from the Bridgwater), the other facing the river, which was 
guarded by seapois. 

At 8 o’clock a prisoner was brought in and his life promised 
him on condition he would guide us to the Fort. At 9 o’clock 
more seamen were landed, w'hich increased the number of them 
to about 130. Soon after Captain Coote of Colonel Alderron’s 
regiment, Lieutenant Lutwidge of the Salisbury and Lieutenant 
Hayter of the Kvig's Fisher, taking with them the prisoner, went to 
reconnoitre, and returned again between 10 and ii o’clock, in- 
forming Major Killpatrick, who commanded the land forces, that 
they had examAd several parts of the Fort and found it in general 
so much crowded with houses and black people’s hutts, that in 
their opinion the best part for storming was the south-east bastion 
where the Bridgwater had already made a small breach. As «oon 
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as this intelligence came, the scaling ladders were sent for, but 
the vessel they were on board of being some distance down the 
river and the ebb tide made, which must necessarily prevent their 
arriving soon, the soldiers were ordered to rest on their arms, and 
permitted to refresh themselves. Major Killpatrick then desired 
Lieutenant Lutwidge and myself to go on board the Bridgwater, 
consult with Captain Smith, and take a view of the breach from 
the ship, which having done, and Captain Smith joining in 
opinion that storming was practicable, we agreed that the Bridg- 
u'ater and King's Fisher should continue a brisk hre at that part of 
the Fort till they were called to from the shore to cease, and then 
r(‘turned to our quarters, and acquainted the Major with what 
liad passed, who ordered a party of seapnis to be ready to make a 
false attack towards the south-west part of the Fort. By this 
time it was past i in the morning, and when \\(' got to the breach 
l)etween 2 and 3, at which time the false attack was made, and 
the seamen who marched in front with the ladders placed them, 
and mounted the breach. Next to them followed the seapois^ 
then the King’s troops, and after them the Company’s. 

The Fort W'as entered without much difficulty, though many of 
the enemies’ men w'cre in it, who endeavourd to make a stand 
but were obliged to retire after a little skirmish in which they 
^^ounded several of our people. Here we found 20 guns from 
24-pounders downw'ards with a quantity of ammunition. 

205. Letter from the Nawab to Admiral Watson^ dated — January, 

1757 - 

You have taken and plundered Houghley, and made war upon 
my subjects : these are not actions becoming merchants ! I have 
therefore left Muxadabad, and am arrived near Houghley; I am 
likewise crossing the river with my army, part of which is 
advanced towards your camp. Nevertheless, if you have a mind 
to have the Company’s business settled upon its ancient footing 
and to give a currency to their trade, send a person of confidence 
to me, who can make your demands, and treat with me upon this 
affair. I shall not scruple to grant a perwannah for the restitution 
of all the Company’s Factories, and permit them to trade in ray 
country upon the same terms as formerly. If the English, who 



204 


BENGAL IN 17to-67 


are settled in those provinces, will behave like merchants, obey 
my orders, and give me no offence, you may depend upon it, I will 
take their losses into consideration, and adjust matters to their 
satisfaction. You know how difficult it is to prevent soldiers 
from plundering in war ; therefore if you will on your parts re- 
linquish something of the damages you have sustained by being 
pillaged by my army, I will endeavour to give you satisfaction 
even in that particular, in order to gain your friendship and 
preserve a good understanding for the future with your nation. 
You are a Christian, and know how much preferable it is to 
accommodate a dispute than to keep it alive, but if you are de- 
termined to sacrifice the interest of your Company and the good 
of private merchants to your inclinations for war, it is no fault of 
mine. To prevent the fatal consequences of such a ruinous war 
I write this letter. 

Jo6. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Secret Committee^ London, 
dated Camp on Barnagore Plain, i February, 1757. 

Honourable Sirs, — I addressed you from Fort Saint George 
under date of the i ith October and now I have the pleasure to write 
you from Bengal, and congratulate you on your being in repossession 
of Fort William and on the taking and demolishing of Hughly. 

The enclosed copies of my advices to the Select Committee of 
Fort Saint George together with the accompanying journal of mili- 
tary transactions and Return of the forces with me will fully 
inform you of all our proceedings, as well as our present strength 
and situation of affairs. 

You will perceive, Gentlemen, that, what with the terrible 
mortality in Major Killpatrick’s party at Fulta, 240 Europeans 
absent on the Cumberland, and not above half the intended number 
of i>capoyii sent me from the Coast, the force with me is vastly 
short of what I had room to expect and will not admit of my 
carrying on an offensive war against the Nabob, till I am joined 
either by the Cumberland's men or the expected reinforcement 
from Bombay ; 4 fc>wever by the situation of our camp, and some 
batteries we have erected, I am quite in a condition to act defen- 
sively against his whole army. 

Fort William is already in a very tolerable state of defence- 



BENGAL IN 1756-57 


205 


The ditch is finished, and in five days a glacis will be compleated 
with an esplanade of near 150 yards. The enclosed plan will 
inform you what other works will be added : on the whole, I may 
venture to assure you that in eight or ten days it w^ll be out of all 
danger from the Moors. 

The Gentlemen of the Committee of Fort Saint George, on 
idvtce of the war with France, immediately despatched letters to 
me, directing my return to the Coast as early as possible with what 
trooj)s could be spared, which considering the reinforcement from 
Hoinbay, they hoped w'ould be near as many as I brought with 
me. Further advices from them dated 2nd and nth December 
mention Monsieur Bussy’s having set out from Heyderbad the 
ihth of November and advanced towards the sea roast with about 
men, having left 100 with Salabat Jung ; they conclude his 
destination is for Pondicherry, there to join other troops that 
were expected from the Islands and make up a formidable force 
for action in the Carnatic; therefore urging my return with as 
many troops as possible, both of the Madras and Bombay detach- 
rnt nts, for that all schemes of action in Bengal must be dropped 
for the present, and our w'hole force bent against the collected 
'^tiength of the French on the Coast. 

I have no accounts myself from the Chief of V’^izagapatam, but, 
l>v Mr. Pocock’s letter to Mr. Watson and the information of 
Lieutenant Rumbold arrived from thence, I understand that 
Monsieur Bussy gave out that he was coming to settle the affairs 
of this province, but that by the direction of his march he seemed 
to have a design on Vizagapatam and the English Settlements in 
that neighbourhood. That when he was within about six days' 
uiarch of Vizagapatam and heard of the Cumberland's arrival there, 
he detached Monsieur Law’s ^ with about 300 Europeans to 
Mazulipatarn to defend it against any attempts from that ship 

It is supposed, and he himself halted w'ith the rest of his army, 
c'<>nsisting, as it is thought, of about 4 or 5 hundred Europeans, 
.ind a very large black force, both foot and horse. The accident of 
the Cumberland's falling in with Vizagapatam has saved your 
northern Settlements for the present, which I fear on her coming^ 

* Younger brother of Monsieur Jean Law, Chief of the French Factory at 
^aidabad (Cossimbarar) 
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that quarter. 

All circumstances concur to make me wish a speedy accom- 
modation in the province both with the Nabob and French, and it 
is my ardent desire to be able to embark for the Coast this month 
with some of the troops, but it is hardly to be expected that 
matters will be sufficiently settled to admit of it. The Admiral 
declares he is ready to stay till September if your affairs require it, 
and it will be impossible for me to return without the squadron. 
Indeed I am myself so sensible of the consequence which the trade 
of this province is of to the Company that 1 think I ought not on 
any account to draw off part of the troops while a fair prospect 
remains of a speedy and advantageous conclusion of affairs cither 
by force of arms or a treaty. Whenever we return I will 
endeavour to prevail on the Admiral to call at \'izagapatam to know 
the state of the Coast, and whether our services will be necessaiy' 
in that neighbourhood. 

A second offer has been made to the French of a neutrality in 
the Ganges and without the condition we formerly insisted upon 
of their joining us against the Nabob. As yet we have had no 
answer from them, but I think the proposition too advantageous 
for them to decline, unless indeed the Gentlemen of Charnagore 
should not be vested with powers to enter into engagements of 
such a nature, which I somewhat suspect. 

As to the Nabob a treaty is now on foot with him, but I cannot 
yet judge how sincere he is in his intentions towards a Peace. 
He has wrote to the Admiral, and I am informed he despatched a 
letter to me, but as yet I have not received it ; however I have 
heard from several of his great men, and all their letters intimate 
the Nabob’s desire of an accommodation with the English. 
Nevertheless his troops advance slowly towards us and he himself 
is within 30 miles on the other side of the river and hourly 
expected to cross it. His force consists of 30,000 men, horse and 
foot, if we may trust our intelligence which indeed has all along 
proved very d^Bfetive. It is possible his design may be only to 
amuse us with a treaty for some particular end, but a few days 
must bring that to light; by the Delawar, if not by this con- 
veyance, I shall be able to write with more certainty on this 
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subject. Enclosed I send a translate of a letter I have received 
from Juggut Seat’s vakeel who accompanies the Nabob, also copy 
of my answer to him and of a letter I desired him to deliver the 
Nabob, by the tenor of which you will observe I am endeavouring 
tu see if any good effects can be reaped from a moderate conduct. 

The Gentlemen of the Select Committee here have left the 
{'urrespondence and negotiations with the Nabob to be transacted 
1)\ the Admiral and me jointly. All propositions they make will 
he attended to, and for my part you may be assured, Gentlemen, 
that notwithstanding my independent command, 1 shall endeavour 
to maintain a perfect harmony w'ith them, and act throughout if 
l)os?ihle with their participation. They thought pioper some time 
ago to demand a surrender of my commission as C'ommander-in- 
f'hief, and that I would put myself under their orders, which 
I looked upon myself as obliged to refuse in justice to those who 
had entrusted me with such powers ; how^cver I represented to 
them what I had often declared at the (h)uncil Hoard, and what 
indeed the whole tenor of my conduct had confirmed, that I had 
no intentions of making use of my independent powers unless 
they reduced me to it by necessity, for we had but one common 
interest to pursue, which was that of the Company, and as long as. 
that was kept in view they would always find me ready to follow 
llieir instructions. 

The Nabob of Pruneo was unluckily cut off, and his country 
entirely subjected just before our arrival here. The only com- 
petitor that is now likely to rise against Surajah Dowlat is the 
Nabob of Cuttack, who it is said set out about two months ago to 
bung the Morattas in the province and is now expected back. It is 
net improbable the Nabob is under some alarm from that quarter. 

U would be unnecessary for me to explain the sources of the 
kitc‘ unhappy loss of Calcutta, or make any observations on the 
('oiiducl of your servants before or during the troubles ; their own 
letters public and private will lay open the whole. I shall there- 
fore spare myself the invidious task. 

I request the favour of you, Gentlemen, to consider that I have 
a large army near me, and am taken up with many civil as well as 
military avocations, and hope you will therefore excuse me if my 
advices are not so compleat as you might expect. You may 
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nevertheless be assured that no one has a warmer zeal or a more 
constant attention for your service. 

I have, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

207. Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Clive, dated 1 February^ 1757 - 

Your plundering Hughly was not like merchants. Many goods 
have been destroyed and lost. I am likewise arrived at Hughly, 
and purpose to march forwards. Now if you want to have the 
trade of the country and the Company’s business restored to its 
former currency, send a person of trust to me, who may confer 
with me upon these matters. I will allow you the same freedom 
in Calcutta and your other Factories as you enjoyed formerly, 
if you are willing to trade in the country again and make peace 
with me. As soon as this conference is hnished I will restore to 
you all your losses. You know very well that what plunder falls 
into the hands of soldiers in war cannot be restored, but let there 
be j)eace and friendship between us, and I will certainly allow you 
something in consideration of those losses. Y'ou too have the 
principles of religion to guide you. You know pjeace is better 
than war. Whether the Company’s business shall flourish or fall 
is in your own power, therefore I have sent you these two words 
to prevent further trouble. 

208. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to the Nawab, 
dated 3 February, 1757. 

‘ I thank God that I have found you so graciously inclined. 
1 shall send a relation of my own and another f>erson to-morrow 
morning to confer with Your Excellency about our affairs, who 
will fully explain to you my inclinations, and may advise me in 
return of your pleasure.’ 

209. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, Fort William, 
dated Camp, 3 February, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — Coja Petruse is returned- w’ith a letter and present 
from the NalA, and I propose dispatching the commissaries to 
him without delay, therefore request you will send me the proposals 
immediately. I am sorry to find that Metre has been writing to 
Rajah Doolahbrum that nothing can be concluded unless the 
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Nabob addresses himself to Mr. Drake. I am perswaded. Gentle- 
men, that measures so opposite to the Company’s interest could 
not have been taken with your knowledge and will not escape 
your examination and resentment. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

210. Letter from the Naijuab to Colonel Clive, dated 3 February, 1757. 

This place being unfit for encamping my army, for this reason 
my forces have marched forward and are encamped in Ornichund’s 
.garden. Let not this give you any uneasiness. Your business is 
with me. Rest contented and send me your relation and the other 
person whom you shall depute to settle affairs with me as soon as 
possible. I swear by God and His Prophet liiat no evil shall 
happen to them. Let them fairly represent yoiir demands to me, 
and I will grant [them]. I have given orders tt; all jemtnidars that 
they commit no disturbance. Do not be under any apprehensions 
on this account but send away the deputies to me with safety; 

21 1. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to his father, dated 
3 or 4 February, 1757. 

1 wrote you last by the Chesterfield, and acquainted you with my 
being just ready to set out upon the expedition to Bengal. I have 
now the pleasure to inhjrm you that we all are safely arrived, and that 
success has attended our arms hitherto by sea and land. Calcutta 
is retaken and fortified ; and some time ago, the second city in 
this province' was taken by storm and plundered.-^ 

We are encamped with our little army ; and the Nabob is at the 
head of forty thousand men to give us battle. I am in hopes 
everything will be concluded to the Company's advantage, though 
not in so glorious a iTiannc*r a*^ I could wish. For more particulars 
I must refer you to Mr. M abbot.* 

It is not possible to describe the distresses of the inhabitants of 
this once opulent and great town. It must be many years before 

^ Hugh. 

" ' The booty taken was estimated by Clive at a lac and a half of rupeesr—jf 15,000 * 
{Malcolm, p 163) 

Mr. William Mabbot, Chairman of the Court of Directors. 

• VOL. n. 
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it is restored to its former grandeur. It is computed the private 
losses amount to upwards of two millions sterling. 

I enjoy my health better than could be expected, and think my 
nervous complaint decreases. Mrs. Clive was very well when I 
last heard from her, which was the fourth of last month. 

Colonel Lawrence is Governor of St. David’s during my absence. 
1 believe it would be no difficult matter to get appointed from 
home Governor of this place ; but it would be neither agreeable to 
me nor to my advantage. I heartily wish in these perilous and 
uncertain times all my money was in England ; for I do not 
think it safe here ; no one knows what the event of war may be in 
these parts. My loss by the capture of Calcutta is not less than 
£2,^00 ; so that hitherto I am money out of pocket by my second 
trip to India. I hope the end may crown all. 

^ 

212. Letter from Admiral to the Naicah^ dated 4 February^ 

1757 - 

The letter which you sent me in answer to my reply to your 
former letter I rectived the day before yesterday. Hut as I was 
sitting down to write an answer to it, intelligence was brought me 
that part of your army had entered Calcutta, and that the 
remainder was advancing in great haste towards our camp. I had 
no sooner heard these things than, looking towards the town, the 
smoke and liames which I saw ascending from it confirmed their 
truth. Wherefore from such appearances, looking upon all treat- 
ing as at an end, I gave over the thoughts of writing. Since this, 

I hear from Colonel Clive, that you have again made offers of 
treating, and that in consequence thereof he has sent to you 
Messrs. Walsh^ and Scrafton with proposals of accommodation ; a 
proof so demonstrative of our pacific inclinations that nothing can 
be added to it. For my own particular sentiments, if you will 
look back upon my letters, you will find that they always proposed 
amicable methods ; and my actions have always corresponded 
with them, forJIfwas not till after despairing of Peace, by having 
no answers to my letters, that I could prevail on myself to commit 
any. hostilities ; to which I was always so averse, that even in the 

1 The relation of Clive referred to in previous letters. 
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midst of victory, I stopt short to listen to the voice of Peace. 

I iiin still inclined to it, notwithstanding the little prospect of its 
taking place. However to take away all blame from me, both in 
the eyes of God and man, and to convince the world how much 
•ather I wish to see the happiness of mankind than their misery’ I 
wiitc this. 

if you really and sincerely mean to treat of Peace, listen to the 
|>ropf>sals which will be made by the gentlemen who are now with 
you. They ask nothing but justice, nor mean anything more than 
ihc mutual good of both nations. If you refuse it, remember, that 
princes are only placed at the head of mankind to procure their 
hapoincss, and that they must one day give a ve^^' severe account, 
if through ambition, revenge, or avarice, they fail in their duty. 1 
haw done mine in giving you my advice. 

213. Letter from Admiral to Colom! Clive, dated H.M.S. 

'Kent,' off Calcutta^ half -fast 6 o\loLk 111 the cveninf^, 4 February y 

SiK, — Koforc I received your letter, requesting I would send my 
Iciirr for the Nabob to you, tliat Mr. Amyatt might carry it with 
liiin, 1 had sent it to Mr. Drake to bo translated, which when done 
he is to return it to me. In the meantime I herewith enclose you 
a (.opy, that you may get it translated at camp, and send it by 
Mr. Amyatt when you think proper. I desired Mr. Drake to 
insert Mr. Amvatt’s name, which you will take care is now done 
in your translation. I hope matters will be accommodated to 
our satisfaction, y’ou may depend on every’thing in my power to 
fac ilitate them. I wrote you a few hours ago, acquainting you of 
my having ordered the Salisbury up to your assistance, who I hope 
will be nearly opposite to y our ramp by the time you receive this. 

I am, (S:c. c\:c., Chas. 

The Salisbury would have been with y’ou sooner, but the pilot 
was unwilling to take charge of her, as some difficulties were 
started ; I hope now everything will end well. \ ou may assure 
yourself I am fully persuaded of your good intentions for the 
public good. 

My compliments to all the gentlemen. 


34—2 



BENGAL IN 1766-57 


ais 

214. Extracts from a letter from Monsieur Jean Law to Mr, /. Knox^ 
dated Cossimbazar, 5 February y 1757. 

Sir, — By a letter received from Mr. Nicholas I see you are alive. 
It is strange that since so many months passed you have not 
found a moment to write to me. You could judge very well I had 
some reasons not to expose a letter to be intercepted. The danger 
I believe is passed, however I must give you an account of the 
Tootenague. It was sold in July, but the money one way or other 
by the violence of the Government upon the merchants has been 
stopt till about the middle of October which then I have received. 
You have here enclosed the note of sale so as your account, by 
which you may sec remains in my hands for ballance eight thou- 
sand and fourteen Arcott rupees, two amtas and fourteen fj^andas. 
Now how to pay you that sum at present believe me I don’t know 
well except I yet sold some of the goods I have below. ... I 
have goods below for a pretty large sum, there is . . . and they 
arc in Mr. Nicholas’ hand. Should you take* a look of this effects 
I believe you might willingly take some for yourself, if not ])ray be 
so good to wait a little till I be able to pay you. There is many 
reports here that I can trust to now. I wish you a good state of 
health in all these troubles, and remain, 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant, Law. 

215. Letter from Admiral Watson to the Nazoal), dated 0 February y 

^ 757 * 

The. letter, which you will receive with this, was' written the 
day before yesterday ; but before that I could get it translated into 
the Persian language in order to its being sent to you, I w^as 
informed by Colonel Clive that you had treated his deputies with 
disrespect, and that you w'as within the bounds of Calcutta, from 
which you had refused to retire. Evidences so full and positive 
of your bad intentions towards us, that however strong iny inclina- 
tions might be^)wards Peace, I could nO longer entertain any 
reasonable hop* of seeing it accomplished. I therefore desired 
Colonel Clive to shew you w'hat an army of Englishmen was 
capable of doing, that before it was too late you might agree to 
the proposals, which would be made to you. He yielded to my 
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desire, and marched through your whole camp, as if it had not 
been filled with armed men ; after which he returned to his own, 
where he will remain yet a little while, in hopes of seeing you 
accede to the reasonable proposals, which are now offered to you 
for the last time from the Secret Committee. If you are wise, 
you will grant them the justice that is their due; otherwise, the 
sword is going to be drawn that never will he sheathed again. 

216. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Nau ab, dated 6 February, 

1 sent two gentlemen to treat with you about a peace at Nabob- 
gunge, where, by your letters and the promise from your own 
mouth to Coja Petrusc, I expected they w^ould have found you, 
instead of which they found you in Calcutta. This action suffi- 
ciently shows you meant only to amuse me, but did [I] want 
further evidence your firing in your march upon my people, your 
hurning the town, and the disrespect shewn to my deputies, put it 
out of all doubt that you intended t<^ carry on the war. I there- 
fore made a tour through your camp to show you w'hat I was 
capable of effecting. I cautiously hurt none but those that 
op])c.sed me. If you still think meanly of my force, I assure you 
upon the faith of a soldier, that I shall shortly receive a supply of 
Pnghsh soldiers equal to my present number. If these should not 
prove sufficient to procure us satisfaction from you, let me further 
assure you that when the great King of England shall have heard 
of the treatment his subjects have received in this kingdom he will 
certainly send forces sufficient to destroy the whole province if 
satisfaction cannot be had from your own justice. I hope you 
will again consider of the matter and resolve to comply with my 
reasonable demands. My regard for your people, for my own 
nation, and for mankind in general makes me wish for Peace. If 
we must continue in w'ar 1 c;*ll all men to witness that it is not 
niy fault. 

217. Letter from Ranjit Rai to Colonel Clive, dated 6 February, 

1757- 

I thought that the English were always faithful to their words 
and agreements, for which reason I interposed with the Nabob in 
your affairs and dismissed your deputies who could not properly 
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settle the business they came upon. Therefore I wrote you 
desiring that you would send a paper containing your demands 
which I would prevail on the Nabob to sign. The Nabob agrees 
to give you back Calcutta with all the privileges of your phirimund 
and whatever goods you lost at Cossimbuzar or elsewhere, and 
will grant you permission to coin siccas in your mint at Calcutta 
or Allenagur, and that you may make what fortifications you 
please in Calcutta. Your conduct yesterday morning greatly 
amazed me and put me to shame before the Nabob. What 
passed between the Nabob and myself Coja Petrusc will inform 
you ; what has happened will occasion no difference in this affair. 
If you want to accommodate matters send a letter to the Nabob 
with your proposals, and I will get them signed and send them 
back to you, with a sirpah, elephant and jewels. After this the 
Nabob will decamp and march to Muxadavad. If you think war 
necessary acquaint me seriously with your intentions, and I will 
acquit myself of any further trouble in this affair. 

2t8. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, Fort Saint Georf;e, 
dated Camp, 6 February, i/ 5 y. 

Gentlemen, — I have just time to acquaint you that yesterday 
morning we attacked the Nabob's army consisting of 40,000 men 
and made a prodigious slaughter. The loss on our side is very 
considerable, 67 military killed and wounded with 100 sepoys. 
The officers killed are Captains Pridge and Pyc, Captain Gauppe, 
Lieutenant Rumbold, Ensign Plllis, Kirza Singue wounded, poor 
Belches is killed. 

Now the consequences of this blow. The Nabob has decamped 
with his whole army, has wrote me a letter that he will comply 
with all our demands except a sum of money for the inhabitants, 
viz. that he will put us in possession of everything granted by the 
royal phirmaund, liberty to fortify Fort William as we please, 
and the libert3j|pf a mint. He concludes with desiring me to sign 
these proposals, and that he will sign and seal them immediately, 
that he will send me a seerpah, elephant and jewells. 

Robert Clive. 
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219. Letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, dated Calcutta^ 
Afonday night, 7 February, 1757. 

1 am now fully convinced the Nabob’s letter was only to amuse 
us, in order to cover his retreat and gain time till he is reinforced, 
which may be attended with very fatal consequences. For my 
own part, I was of opinion that attacking his rear when he was 
marching off, and forcing him to abandon his cannon, w^as i most 
nc cessary piece of service to bring him to an accommodation ; for 
till he IS well threshed, don’t, Sir, flatter yourself he will be in- 
ti ined to Peace. Let us therefore not be ov('rreached oy his 
}<olitics, but make use of our arms, which are moie to be de- 
pended on, and I dare say will be much more prevalent than any 
treaties or negotiations. In order to this, 1 have sent Captain 
SjK'ke to talk with you on this subject. I think, too, it might 
not be amiss, were you to consult some of your own officers on 
the same occasion. You will pardon the liberty I take on this 
particular, when I assure you, I will do the utmost of my 
tiidcavours to assist you. 

I am very truly, dear Sir, your most affectionate servant, 
('ll \Kij£s Watson. 


220. The Treaty as finally signed by the Xau'ab on the gth 

February. 

‘ God and His Vrophets arc ‘dcitncsses, that I never will deviate from 
the terms of the treaty I have now made with the English Company, 
and that I will on all occasions show them my favour, relying on your 
filth to observe inviolably your part of the treaty. 

■Articles acceded to, signed and scaled by the Nabob, gth of 
February, 1757. 

I. Whatever rights and privileges the King hath granted to the 
English Company in the phirmaunds and husblialhookuim} sent 
from Delhi shall not be disputed, or taken from them, and the 
immunities therein mentioned stand good and be acknowledged. 

‘ Husbal-hukm = according to command. The initial words of a document issued 

royal authority. 
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Whatever villages are given by the phimtaunds to the Company, 
shall likewise be granted, notwithstanding they have been denied 
them by former Soubahdars, but the Zemindars of these villages 
are hot to be hurt or displaced without cause. 

I do agree io the terms of the phirmaund. 

II. All goods passing and repassing through the country’ by 
land or water in Bengal, Bahar and Orixa with English dustucks, 
shall be exempt from any tax, fee or imposition from Choquedars, 
Gaulivahsy ZemindarSy or any others. 

I agree io this, 

III. All the Company’s Factories seized by the Nabob shall he 
returned. All the money, goods and effects belonging to the 
Company, their servants and tenants, and which have been seized 
and taken by the Nabob, shall be restored. W'hat has been 
plundered and pillaged by his people shall be made good by the 
payment of such a sum of money as his justice shall think 
reasonable. 

I agree to restore whatever has been seized and taken by my orders y 
and accounted for in my Sincany} 

IV. That we have permission to fortify Calcutta in such a 
manner as we think proper without interruption. 

I consent to it. 

V. That we shall have liberty to coin siccas both of gold and 
silver, of equal weight and fineness to those of Muxadabad, which 
shall pass current in the province, and that there be no demand 
made for a deduction of batia. 

I consent io the English Company's coining their own bullion into 
siccas. 

VI. That the treaty shall be ratified by signing, sealing, and 
swearing in the presence of God and His Prophets to abide by 
the articles therein contained, not only by the Nabob but by his 
principal officers and ministers. 

/ have sealed and signed the articles in the presence of God and 
His Prophets. ^ 

VII. That flnniral Charles Watson and Colonel Robert Clive, 
on the part and behalf of the English nation and of the Company, 
do agree to live in a good understanding with the Nabob, to put 

^ Government books (Ives). 
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an end to the troubles, and be in friendship with him, whilst these 
articles are observed and performed by the Nabob. 

I have signed and sealed the foregoing articles upon these termSf that 
if the Governor and Council will sign and seal them with the Company's 
scalf and will swear to the performance on their part, I then consent and 
agree to them. 

Seals of the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, and Rajah Duluob. 

221. Another version of the Nawab's agreement to the proposals of 
Colonel Clive, 7 Febrtuiry, 1757. 

1st. Article agreed, signed . . . according to former custom. 

2r.d. Fully agreed to. 

^^rd. Whatever of the Company’s effects an in tin- Nabob’s 
possession shall be restored. 

4th. It's no matter (or it may l>e donc>. 

5th. English coin shall be stampt in the name of AUenagur. 

^)th. I'ive times the Nabob has written an answer to your pro- 
posals. When the agreement shall be returned, signed and sealed 
li> the Governor and Council of Calcutta, then these articles shall 
be signed and sealed in this manner. 

7th. If the great Commanders are faithful in their promises 
undoubtedly they will be put in execution. 

222. The Governor and Council's agreement with the Nabob of 

Bengal. 

We the English East India Company, in the presence of His 
Excellency the Nabob Munserood Muluk Serajah Dowlah, Sou- 
biihdar of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, by the hands 
and seal of the Council, do agree and promise in the most solemn 
manner, that the business of the Company’s Factories, which are 

the jurisdiction of the Nabob, shall be transacted as formerly; 
that we will never do violence to any persons without cause ; that 
''e will never offer protection to any persons having accounts with 
the Government, to any of the King’s Talukdars or Zemindars, to 
-my murtherers or robbers, nor will ever act contrary to the tenor 
of the articles granted by the Nabob ; we will carry on our trade 
in the former channel, and never in any respect deviate from this 
agreement.’ 





aaj. Letter frvm CoUmet CUve 1o Aimirat Waltoit, dated Comb, 

7 February, 1757. 

Dear Mk,— H ating received your letter ^ving it as jour 
opinion that the rear of the Nabob's army ought to have ^en 
attacked when h( decamped from the last ground, that further 
attempts will be nccessar} to bring him to terms, and that you 
wish I would consult m\ own officers upon this occasion in 
consequence of this I ha\c called a Council of War and cop} of 
which I enclose \ou. 

He assured sir I am \er> desirous conduct should be such 
as ma> meet with the approbition of the World. 

I am, dear Sir, \c <SlC., R C. 

224. Litter from Idmiral H a/son to Seltti CimmitUt, I ort Saint 
George, dated II A/.S * Kint,* oft Fort H illiam, h I cbiiiary, 1757. 

Sir, — Sinct I had the pleasure of writing to }ou last, the 
Nabob, notwithst inding all his specious pretences to accom 
modate matters in an amicable mannei with us, advanced with 
his army much nearer our camp than we could reasonably expect. 

Messrs Walsh and Serafton were sent b} the C umpan\ and 
Colonel to settle a few preliminaries with the Nabob, when to 
their great surprise they found him in .1 house in the skirts of 
Calcutta. \\ hat passe d between them, I make no doubt but 
Mr. Walsh will b} this same opportunity send you a particular 
account. As soon as he had left the Nabob, he returned to our 
camp and acquainted the Colonel with the Nabob’s situation 
The Colonel sent him immediately to me to beg the assistance of 
500 seamen, and he would attack his camp the same night, or very 
early the next morning Seeing the necessity of this I granted his 
request. The seamen were sent him a few hours after. In the 
morning of the 5th instant, about 3 o’clock, the Colonel marched 
from his own camp, and attacked the Nabob’s. The enclosed is 
Captain Wari^k’s' account of the action, who commanded the 
body of seamen. 

Since this on the 6th insjant, the Nabob has thought fit to 
decamp. He is now removed further off the town to a spot of 
‘ Sec No 256 p 253 
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^^round a little beyond Dum-Dama Bridge. His letter to the 
( oIoikI is very specious, but whether we can rely on what he 
professes and promises has not hitherto proved at all clear. I am 
c/riiid we have even yet much reason to doubt his honesty and 
suspect his designs. His force at present is about 15,000 foot and 
lu r 12,000 horse. 

The Cumberland has not yet joined U"*, wljich is an unhappy 
( ircLinistance in our present situation, more particularly as the 
squadron is so very unhealthy, and I find m)*-a lf much )Ut of 
order uith my old complaint. My compliments wait on all 
frirnds at Madras, and am with respect, Sir, tSet. ivx., Chakles 

\\’a l SON. 

I’ S. — The number of seamen killed is 1 j, and about the same 
number wounded, of which last is Lieutenaiu Lutwidge of the 
^dlisbury, and some others very dangcronsK . I don’t yet know 
I Ik* Colonel's loss, but by all accounts the enenn have suffered 
nuirh more. 


-..’5 Letter from Colonel Clive to Omichand, dated 9 February^ 1757* 

I desire greatly to see you, and have man} things to impart to 
If 

you can come to me for a short time } OU may do it with 
^•ifi- ty. No harm shall happen to you, and you shall be at liberty 
t<' return whenever you please in security. 

Letter from Colonel Clive to Lala Ranjit Rui, dated 9 February^ 

1757- 

^'our letter with the paper containing our demands and the 
‘igrc ('rnent to be made on the part of the Company I have received 
^'ith the greatest pleasure. 1 am surprised that the Nabob and 
y‘»u trifle. I observe that you are not inclinable to agree to our 
PH)posals. God is my witness that my actions have been open 
^*>d generous, and that my inclinations are for Peace. I now send 
the articles wrote fair. Let the Nabob sign ‘ agreed * to each 
separate article in the manner that I have upon the copy. If this 
is done there shall be Peace, if not, do not concern yourself further 
this affair. War must take its course. With respect to the 
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agreement of the Governor and Council, they will agree to abide 
by the pkirmaund and the above mentioned articles, nor will give 
protection to any person belonging to the Government, nor will 
do violence or injury to any person without cause. 


227. Letter from the Naicab to Admiral Watson^ dated 9 February ^ 

1757 - 

The Coloners letter I have received, with the agreement of the 
Governor and Council signed and sealed. He desires me to get 
the articles of the treaty now made, ratified by my great men and 
principal officers. I have complied with his request. It will be 
proper likewise for you and the Colonel on one part, and myself 
on the other, to execute an agreement, that hostilities between us 
shall cease ; that the English will always remain my friends and 
allies; and that they will assist me against my enemies. For this 
purpose, I send a person of distinction and confidence who will 
Sf>eak at large the sentiments of my heart, and I hope you w'ill 
inform him of your disposition tow^ards me. The articles which 
were sent to me, I have returned, signed by myself, the King’s 
duan, my ow'n diiaitf and the Bukhshi of my army. I should be 
glad if you w'ould confirm this treaty by a paper under your hand 
and seal, as the Colonel has done, I have in the most solemn 
manner called God and the Prophets to witness, that I have made 
Peace with the English. As long as I have life I shall esteem your 
enemies as enemies to jne, and w'ill assist you to the utmost of my 
powder whenever you may require it. Do you likewise, and the 
Colonel, and Chiefs of the English Factory swear in the presence 
of the Almighty God to observe and perform your part of the 
treaty, and to esteem my enemies as your owm, and always be 
ready to give me your assistance against them : and though you 
may not come yourself, 1 flatter myself you will send the aid I 
shall at any time ask for. God is the witness between us in this 
treaty. ^ 

God and Prophets arc witnesses, that I never will deviate from 
the terms of the treaty I have now made with the English Company , and 
that I will on all occasions shew them my favour, relying on your faith 
to observe inviolably your part of the treaty. 
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228. Letter from Admiral Watson to the Nawab, dated 
9 (?) February, 1757. 

I received the letter you have done me the honour to write 
me, by Runjet Roy, who has given me the greatest satisfaction by 
iicciuainting me with your good disposition towards our nation, 
and your sincere desire to live with us in the strictest terms of 
friendship and alliance, 

Hefore this letter can come to your hands, he will have made 
known to you, how much I agree in the same sentiment*^ : the 
''incerity of which I hope every day to manifest more and more, 
that you may be thereby convinced how much the English have 
hecn wronged by those who have represented tiu in to you as an 
ainhitious. troublesome people. I trust you will live to see by 
their conduct henceforward that their ch.iractcr is the very 
reverse ; and that there is not in the woi Id a more peaceable 
pi‘o|)le, when not oppressed; although I confess there are none 
more ready to draw the sword, when greatly injured. 

The paper of agreement to the treaty on my part, I send you 
herewith, done in the manner you desired it, signed with my hand 
and sealed with my seal. And I call upon the Almighty, whom 
We both worship, to bear witness against and punish me, if I ever 
fail in observing to the utmost of my power every' part of the 
tivaty, concluded between yourself and the English nation, so 
long as you shall faithfully observe your part, which I make no 
doubt will be as long as you have life. What can I add more 
hut my wishes, that your life may be long and crowned with all 
manner of prosperity ? 

f Charles Watson, etc.y etc,, in the name of His Britannic Majesty, 
auit in the presence of God and Jesus Christ, do solemnly declare, that I 
''’ill faithfully observe and maintain the Peace concluded on the gth of 
Pebruary, 1757, between the Soubahdar, etc., and the English in every 
part and article thereof. And that so long as the Soubahdar, etc,, shall 
abide by his promises, and the articles signed by him, I will always 
look upon his enemies as the enemies of my nation, and when called 
*ipon, will grant him all the assistance in my power. 
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229. Extract from a letter frertn the Naitab to Colonel Clive, dated 
II February y 1757. 

According to your desire I have sent the articles signed and 
sealed by the King’s deu^iny' my own dewan^ and the Buxey^ of the 
army, the agreement under the hands and seals of the Governor 
and Council I have received. I make no doubt yon will send the 
other paper as you have promised, ratified by your Excellency and 
the great man^ above mentioned. I likewise call God and His 
Prophet to witness, that there {sic) I have made Peace with you 
and with the English nation, that as long as I live I will look upon 
your enemies as my enemies, and when you write to me that you 
stand in need of my assistance 1 will give it yon. 

230. Letter from Messrs. Clive, Kilpatrick /<• Select Co 7 nmittee, 
dated Fort William, 12 February, 1757. 

Gentlkmln, — We have received a note unsigned signifying to 
us the President’s desire that we would assemble at a Committee 
to be held at o'clock this morning or if convenient that we 
would give our opinions to the following (piestions. 

1. Whether our present strength be not sufficient to force the 
Nabob into better terms. 

2. Whether if (we) were strenuously to insist upon other advan- 
tageous articles they would not be granted. 

To the 1st (juestion we enclose you a Council of War held before 
we were certain the present conditions would be granted. 

To the 2nd we are of opinion other articles may be asked not 
demanded, and that a gentleman deputed to the Nabob who 
understands the language and the customs of the country may not 
only be a means of getting them granted but likewise be of great 
use in many other matters both public and private which cannot 
be so properly done in writing. 

Upon the whole we think the conditions highly honorable and 
advantageoM^ to the Company. It would give us great pleasure 
as being considerable sufferers ourselves if terms advantageous to 

1 A'azz al-Mulk Mu'yicl ucl-Daulah Nawayish Ali Khan Bahadur. 

Raja Durlabh Ram Bahadur. ■* Mir Jafar Khan Bahadur. 

* Admiral Charles Watson. 
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private persons could be obtained likewise, but our present 
insignificant strength, the situation of affairs upon the Coast, the 
absolute recallment of Colonel Clive with the greatest part of the 
forces, obliges us to give it as our opinion that by insisting upon 
terms still more advantageous we expose the Company to the 
risc]uc of losing those already granted them, having neither time 
nor the means of making the Nabob comply should he retreat. 
\Vt are the more confirmed in this way of thinking as Rnngeet 
Roy the Seats’ vakeel^ who has through the whole course (jf this 
negotiation undertaken the Company’s affairs, in his last Jotter to 
i'nlonel Clive declares that if the last articles signed by the Nabob 
are not satisfactory he will interfere no more in the Company’s 
i'lisincss but let w'ar take its course. 

\Vc are, Gentlemen, &c. &c., R. Clive, J. Kim rATRR K, &c. &c. 

J31. Letter from M, //. Ribault to Mesw^, I'nins Adam Carelson 
and Arnoldtis Habick, Amsterdam, dated ij February, 

1757* 

i’eaco was unexpectedly concluded the oth instant between the 
I-nghsh and the Moors after a principal battle had happened. 
Tlu- conditions are kept very secret, but it is said they are very 
Jitlvantageous to the l^Inglish ; that among other privileges it is 
:iK(j agreed they shall erect a mint in Calcutta, it seems as if 
ihc country would not be in peace, for there are fresh troubles 
‘It the capital of Delhy. The victorious English seem to us here 
Jn havi' been supplied by the French, and it is said that the 

utralitv that has been preserved in the Ganges wall not be 
'nti rruj)ied, however I hope other thoughts will take place, for 
that would turn out very prejudicial to the Company. 

H. Rihault. 

232. Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Cltvc, dated *14 1 ebruary, 

1757- 

1 have imparted to Omichand several particulars which he 
''ill fully acquaint you with. I desire that when you despatch 
^Mr. Watts to Muxadavad you will send me 25 artillery soldiers 
'^’ith him, and write upon a separate paper their monthly allow- 
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ance which they shall duly receive from my Treasury with an 
additional gratuity when I give them their dismission. What 
more shall I write ? 

233. Letter from Mr, Schwendler to Mr. Cornelius Schwendler, 
Captain at Mtddlcburgh, dated Hitf^li, 16 February, 1757. 

Mrcn Honoured and Well-horn Sir, — In my last I men- 
tioned the subversion of the English Factory, their being dis- 
persed, and their return with some troops sent to their assistance 
from Madras, as also their seizing their Factory again. This serves 
further to advise you, that, since then, they have, with the in- 
credible small force of about 3 or 400 men, not only routed the 
Nabob’s army consisting of 60,000 men, but struck such a pannick 
into that nation that they, who were so lofty in their writing, 
have shewn their weakness by making Peace with the English, 
and that upon so favourable conditions to that nation as they 
could ever have wislicd for. They have among others leave to erect 
a mint, which no one can grant but the King of Delhy, the Great 
Mogul; such permission has been given the Dutch and French; 
60 that most people imagine that this Prince who always pre- 
served this privilege to himself, will never approve of it, and that 
he will not suffer the English rupees to go current ; so that in all 
appearance the Peace will not last long. A report prevails that 
the linglish and French will join, but still ’tis thought they will 
have nothing more to do with the Moors. 

I remain, &c. &c., Schwendler. 

234. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Jagat Seth Mahtabrai 
and Maharaja Sicarup Chand, dated iG February, 

Omichand has acquainted me that you sent Lalla Rungeet Roy 
to attend His Excellence the Nabob for the procuring the peace 
of the country and the re-establishment of the Company’s business 
and in all proceedings I have never acted without his advice. 
The treat^ias been agreed to and ratified on both sides in the 
most solemn manner. The signal kindness which you have shown 
in your endeavours to restore the currency of the Company’s trade 
I have made particular mention of in my letters to Europe. 
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235. 'Letter from Select Commitieey Fort William, to Mr. Watts, dated 
16 February, 1757. 

Sir, — The treaty of peace with the Nabob being concluded 
and ratified, we judge it proper to depute you to the Durbar with 
a copy of the articles which you are to see performed by the 
delivery of the Honourable Company’s Factory of C'ossimbuzar 
with the money, goods, and effects seized by the Nabob’s officers. 
Verwannahs arc likewise to be taken out for tlu* deliverv of Dacca 
and Luckipore Factories, and for the goods found tht-re and at the 
. 'ihtT we have traded at, but as manv things have been 

omitted in this treaty, and as some require explaining to prevent 
fuiiire cause of disputes and evasions, we arc to dirci t you will 
'-tn nu(uisly apply to the Nabob upon the following heads: — 

First. You must demand that the phtnnaiind, hnshuUwokums 
.ind other royal grants be enrolled in the \f omul's Hooks and that 
three attested copies thereof be transmitted us, that strict obedience 
he publickly ordered to the contents thereof, that the Nabob do 
iid perwannahs to the zemidars of the villages granted the ('ompany 
I'V I lie n^yal phirmaund to deliver those towns to the Lnglish, and 
th.it he will deduct the amount of their revenues from the iucksum 
'-r rents. 

^^econdly. You must get the article of the Mint explained in 
f'lller terms and extend the liberty of coining to all bullion and 
^;old imj)orted into Calcutta by the English. 

Thirdly. As the Nabob has consented to our diistucks passing in 
die country without being liable to any tax, fee or imposition from 
the ihokeys, we doubt not he will permit us to punish the offenders 
" 1 ^ this article ourselves without a tedious complaint at the Durbar. 

must endeavour therefore to obtain his permission for doing 
u as we esteem it very material. 

Fourthly. We think the article of restitution is by the Nabob 
^^orded in a very loose manner. On your arrival therefore at 
Muxadavad, you must desire an exact account of all moneys, 
k^oods. and effects entered in the Nabob’s sircarry. But as the 
^abub must be sensible the Company’s servants and private 
inhabitants have lost an immense sum in money and goods, of 
^^’hich no account has been given in his Books, it is but reasonable 
^"OL. II, 35 
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and just some restitution stjiopld be made them. If this matter is 
managed with address and properly represented, we flatter our- 
selves an equitable restoration may be obtained. We shall depend 
upon you therefore to use your utmost endeavours upon this 
occasion ; but if you find it impossible to procure that satisfac- 
tion, you must acquaint him that a large value may by his authority 
be collected from principal men in his service who have plundered 
our effects without his knowledge ; and as it is probable some of 
our own serv^ants and people may be found to have defrauded 
us in the late confusion, you are to apply for liberty to send and 
bring them or any of our debtors into Calcutta \\here\cr we may 
find them without the Nabob’s interfering. Monnickchund having 
likewise imposed f>n our servants and tenants many severe fines, 
application to have them refunded we think would be projH.T. 

Fifthly. Should private restitution be refused, you must press 
the Nabob to take upon himself the discharge of all debts due from 
the English to his subjects or to the nati\(*s in general, as his 
violence and the pillage of his people have incapacitated us from 
paying those debts. 

Si\thly. We think it would not be improper to mention that 
the Courts of Justice established by His Majesty’s Charter should 
be allow'ed of, and privilege given us to try, condemn and execute 
all natives residing within our bounds if found guilty of capital 
crimes. 

Seventhly. Being determined to employ Europeans in future at 
the Durbar the Nabob must promise them a civil reception w'hen- 
cver the Governour and Council think it proper to depute any to 
attend him ; and as the phirmaund specifies the payment of an 
annual piscash and no more, we expect in future to be liable to 
no payment of money or presents on making visits, on petitioning 
for redress of grievances, or any other pretence w'hatever. 

Eighthly. Could we obtain a promise from the Nabob that he 
will not erect any fortifications below* Calcutta within a mile 
of the river^t would be very useful but there is no necessity 
to demand fms concession. 

Ninthly. As it is probable the Honourable Company may judge 
if proper to order the re-establishing of their Factory at Patna, we 
desire you will apply for liberty to repossess it whenever we think 
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proper, without any expense of presents or money to the Durbar ; 
and that the Nabob’s officers at Patna be ordered to assist the 
Company’s agents in recovering their debts from the assammys^ at 
that place. 

Lastly. That you desire positive orders be sent to all his officers 
and pe ople to return all Books, Papers and Accounts that are in 
th( ir possession belonging to the English. 

As Omichund has in some measure been deputed by the Nabob 
tn us. and designs accompanying you to Muxadavad, we leave it 
f nlinly to your discretion to follow or de^dine his advice ui the 
.ij'j»lications to the Durbar ^ and if any particulars omitted by us 
h Mild occur to you for the benefit of our Emplnv'crs, we give you 
lull powiT to act therein as you may think proper. 

W'e are, itc. &c. {not sif^ned). 

Letter from Mr, (\ (LHara to ('loaurL I'ott William, dated 
(\ilcuita, 17 I cbruary, IJSJ* 

lloNorKAULE SiK AND SiRs, — Obser\ing your Honour, &r.,have 
l»t‘eu pleased to put the fortifications and other works since the 
u-estal)lishment of Calcutta under the care of Captaih Barker, 
^\1 k» is a junior engineer to me in the Service and not belonging 
t" this Settlement, I am humbly to request you will transmitt 
^onI reasons to my Honourable Employers for setting me aside, 
dial they may not have cause to conclude from your appointment 

that gentleman that I am less capable or deserving such a trust, 
‘i"" they have thought fit to insist on my serving them as an 
‘Hi^iricer till they shall please to remove me to some other 
^ mployment. I am the more earnest in requesting this piece of 
justice from your Honour &c. as you are sensible yourselves that 
the works now in hand are the same I proposed to you when you 
for me and directed me to join Messrs. Simpson and Lebeaume 
concerting some speedy method for the defence of the place 
‘i^uinst the Nabob, and which I will take upon me to make clear 
anight have been done with as much ease and in as little time as 
^hose that were thrown up so greatly against my inclinations, 
by far too extensive for the handfull of men then in the 


* Debtors. 
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Settlement to defend, but your Honour &c., thinking it imprac- 
ticable and that it would be running the Company into a needless 
expence as well as spoiling the town, were pleased to disapprove 
it at that time and pursue another project. For the truth of this 
I must appeal to your Honour &c. and depend upon your repre- 
sentation of my conduct when I was employed, by which my 
Honourable Employers will judge of me and either acquit or 
censure me as they shall see good. 

I am, &c. &c., C. O’ H AKA. 

237. Letter from Mr, Watts to Colonel ClrrCy 10 coss from llunhly, 
dated 18 February, 1757. 

Sir, — Omichund is returned from Hughlcy, and has had a 
meeting with Nuncomar, who is diuin and in the place of 
Phousdar of Hughly, who informs him, that Seva Baboo, Coja 
Wazed's duan, and Mutrau Mill, Narrain Sing’s ni‘j>he\v, arrived 
yesterday from the Nabob, with a present of a iiuk of rupees 
from the Nabob to the French Company, with orders to Nunco- 
mar to assist the French with all his force, in case the English 
should attack C hander nagor, or if the French should attack the 
English, to assist them in the same manner, that there may be no 
quarrels or disputes in this country. Omichund upon this advises 
the attacking of Chandernagor immediately, and not to be appre- 
hensive of the Nabob, and says he is certain that there is not 
above three hundred matchlockmen in Hughlcy, that he has 
concerted measures with Nuncomar, who has engaged to delay 
matters, so as to prevent any assistance coming to the French 
from the Nabob for these fourteen days or more, and he says you 
may depend on it when you are once engaged with the French no 
one will come to the assistance of either party. Further Omichund 
has promised in behalf of the English that if Nuncomar keeps 
neuter, and by his policy prevents any assistance arriving from 
the Nabob to the French, that we will then make him a present 
of ten or tj||lve thousand rupees, and' use our interest to continue 
him in the government of Hughley. If you approve of giving this 
present, all that you have to say to the bearer of this letter is, 
Golaub que Foul, or ‘a rose flower'; with which message Nunco- 
mar will be satisfied that you comply with the agreement made 
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by Omichund, who says that it is not pleasing to him to acquiesce 
in such demands, but he thinks the necessity of our affairs require 
it to prevent our intentions being misrepresented or further 
jealousies of us instilled into the Nabob, as this is such a venal 
Government in which nothing is to be effected without money or 
a very superior force. Omichund and I are of opinion, that this 
money, if the man proves faithful, (and not till then is it to be 
paid) will be well laid out. If you think otherwise give the bearer 
nc) answer and do not mention the Galciuh Foul. Omichund says 
that the French are indebted to Juggutseat's house upv irds of 
ihirtetm lack of rupees, which will of course I imagine prevent 
tlu ir tmgaging themselves in our interest. Omichund likewise says, 
that Monickchund and Coja Wazed have obtained this favour for 
tiu- French in his absence but he hoj>es when we arrive in camp 

overset their schemes. Pray write me by express cossids, and if 
\ou agree to the terms proposed above, the Hramin who brings 
this, will carry in future the messages to and. fro between you and 
NiiiK'oinar, I have wrote these [)articulars to you and no one 
therefore you will make w'hat use of them you think proper. 

1 have certain advice from Coja Petrus and from two gentle- 
men I sent on purpose tu Chinchura, that the French are sending 
their effects there, they saw several boats loaded with chests, 
chairs, pepper, cotton cScc. and some carrying on shore ; so that you 
'\ill find nothing but an empty shell. I am informed the Danes 
give the same protection, but of this you will be able to get better 
intelligence than I. 

I beg you will daily send me advices of your proceedings as it 
may b<* useful. Omichund desires his respects. 

I am Sir, (S:c. c\:c., \V. Watts. 

23S. Letter from the to Colonel Clive, dated 19 February, 

1757- 

I wTote you a letter yesterday which you w'ill have received, 
^ince that I understand by letters from the French and by the 
information of their vakeel that five or six ships are newly arrived 
and more shortly expected, that you have only made a peace in 
appearance with me, but your real intentions are to make war 
^^gainst me in the Rains. This is not acting like a soldier or a man 
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of bravery, who should be the same thing in heart as in profession. 
If you mean to keep to your engagements send away your ships to 
the sea, and put in execution your promises made in your agree- 
ment with me ; and I will strictly observ'e my part of the treaty. 
After having made peace to begin war again no religion can 
justify. The Mahrattas have no Book of God, yet are just to their 
contracts. You have the Book of God, if you are not just to your 
contracts it will be astonishing and unaccountable. 

239. Extract from a letter from the Naii'iib to Admiral Watsou, dated 
19 February, 1757. 

To put an end to the hostilities in my country and dominions I 
consented and agreed to the treaty of Peace with the lilnglish, that 
trade and commerce might be carried on as formerly ; to which 
treaty you have agreed, and a firm accommodation between us is 
settled and established. You have likewise smt me an agreement 
under your own hand and seal not to disturb the tranquility of 
my country, but it now appears that you have a design to besiege 
the French Factor}’ near Houghley, and to commence hostilities 
against that nation. This is contrary to all rule and custom that 
you should bring your animositiesand differences into my countr}': 
for it has never been known since the days of Timur that the 
Kuropeans made war upon one another within the King’s 
dominions. If you are determined to besiege the French 
Factories, I shall be necessitated in honour and duty to my King 
to assist them with my troops. 

240. Letter from the Nawab to Admiral Watson, dated 20 February, 

1757 - 

The letter I wrote to you yesterday I imagine you have received; 
since which I have been informed by the French vackeel that 
five or six additional ships of war have arrived in the river, and 
that more am expKJCted. He rcjiresents likewise, that you design 
commencin^lostilities against me and my subjects again, as soon 
as the Rains are over. This is not acting agreeable to the char- 
acter of a true soldier and a man of honour, who never violated 
their words. If you are sincere in the treaty concluded ^th me, 
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send your ships of war out of the river, and abide stedfastly by 
your agreement : I will not fail in the observance of the treaty on 
my part. Is it becoming or honest to begin a war, after con- 
<'luding the Peace so lately and solemnly ? The Mahrattas are 
hound by no gospel, yet they are strict observers of treaties. It 
will therefore be a matter of great astonishment, and hard to be 
hi lic ved, if you, who are enlightened with the Gospel, should not 
remain firm, and preserve the treaty you have ratiht d in the 
prL“^oiu e of God and Jesus Christ. 

Lxtracl from a letter from Admtriil ll'ii/so;! to the Nawab, dated 
21 February^ ^757* 

\ our letter of the 19th I was honoured with this morning, and 
‘ ve that you disapprove of our committing hostilities against 
the 1 rench settled in these provinces. Had I imagined it would 
liave given you any umbrage, I should ne\er have entertained the 
Ua^t thoughts of disturbing the tranquility of your country, 
1 >> acting against that nation within the Ganges; and am now 
UM(ly to desist from attacking their Factory or committing other 
ho^lillties against them in these provinces, if they will consent 
and agree to a solid treaty of neutrality, and if you as Soubahdar 
<»f 1 Bengal will under your hand guarantee this treaty, and promise 
to protect the English from any attempts made by that nation 
against our Settlements during my absence. 


2^2. Letter from Mr, Watts to the Select Committee, dated near 
A*^adccp, 21 February, 1757, 2 p,ni. 

Honoi’kaule Sir anp Sirs, — Omychaund was yesterday sent 
for by the Nabob, who told him he heard that the English had 
broke their agreement, and were marching up the country, to which 
Cmychaund answered ‘ from whom Sir did you get this information, 
and what part of the agreement is broke?* To which the Nabob 
leplicd and asked if there was ever any fighting among the Euro- 
peans before in the river, and that if any complaints were made 
to him was he not obliged to redress them. To these Omychaund 
^gain answered that the English had received intelligence that the 
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^abob had given Hughl> to the French, that he had presented 
them with a laak of rupees, had promised them the grant of a 
Mint and great titles , upon these reports the English were much 
concerned and conferred together about what the French had 
done for the Nabob to merit such favour; on the contrary when 
the Nabob wanted their assistance the\ refused it, whereas the 
English ha\e agreed and will assist the Nabob to the utmost of 
th^ir power and the English are surprised that the Nabob dots 
not consider and reflect on what are the motives and reasons for 
Monsieur Boussi s coming into this coiintr} with a large land force 
Om>chaund then told the Nabob that he had lived under the 
English protection these fort> years, that he never knew them 
once to break their agreement , to the truth of which Omychaund 
took his oath by touching a Bramin s foot and that if a he could 
be proved in England upon any one, the} were spit upon and 
never trusted Upon this the Nabob was [sf)] v\l11 j>leased that 
though before he had ordered Meir Jaffeir himself to the assistance 
of the trench, and proposed returning himstlf, he countermanded 
that order and sent a messige bv Omvchaund to me to write to 
vou that what men he had alread} sent down was onl} to garrison 
Hughl), and that he would give orders we should not be molested 

I am, \c. 6 lC , W W^fts 

P S — The Nabob is 12 miles off. As I have wrote this under 
a tree in a hurr} }ou will (I flatter myselO excuse any little errors 

243 Letter from the Select Ct mmttUe, 1 (rt Saint George, it Selut 
CommiiUe, 1 ort \\ tlliam, dated 21 I ebruary 1757 

Gentlemen, — We received with the most sensible pleasure 
}our favor of the 8th ultimo, advising of }our being again m 
possession of Fort William. 

But we confess that we felt at the same time much concern on 
the perusal of the complaints you make on the subject of the 
authority with which we thought it necessary to invest Colonel 
Chve during 4 ls present command. 

In the letter we had the honour to write jou the 13th October 
last, we mentioned many reasons which induced us to invest 
Colonel Clive with such authority. We shall here recapitulate 
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those reasons with some concurring circumstances, leaving it then 
to our Honourable Masters to judge of our conduct, in support of 
which we can at least aver that we were guided in every step by 
nothing but a hearty zeal for their service. 

After struggling with many difficulties in order to put the 
ex^K'dition upon the most advantageous footing as well with 
icgaid to the Company as private sufferers, we drained all the 
garrisons upon the Coast to strengthen the detachment pieparing 
for Bengal, and to secure to the utmost of our power 4i speedy 
siK cess to our designs. 

Hut as we were in daily expectation of war with France, and 
h id reason also from the advices of the Secret Committee to 
ippieliend the appearance of a considerable Frendi fleet, we 
nnild by no means resolve to put it out of our own power to 
(i» lend the certain possessions of the Company on this Coast for 
the hope of uncertaih acquisitions in Bengal. 

Then-fore, in order to provide for both necessities, to make an 
« ^tort for the re-establishment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal, 
iiul still to have in our hands a security for their possessions on 
tins ('oast, in case of need, there was no other method but 
iving to ourseh'C'^ the power of recalling our troops. 

Vuu may be, and we believe you are, unacquainted, Gentlemen, 
the extent and value of the Company’s concerns on this 
^ ‘>ast committed to our charge; but the Court of Directors are 
'M-11 acquainted, and will we doubt not think we consulted for the 
( ornpany’s interest when we gave them so large a share of our 
attention. 

^ he reason w'hich you quote from our letter of the 13th October 
f‘’i putting it in Colonel Clive’s pow'er to deviate from your plan 

military operations is not so weak as you endeavour to represent 
The words of our letter are ‘That no division of opinion 
might prevent our intentions from being carried into execution.* 
We will shew' you. Gentlemen, how much reason we had to fear 
^nch a division of opinion, and you shall then be judges if it was 
•i')t necessary to guard against it. We had before us some letters 
from Mr. Watts, some from Mr. Holwell, and one from Mr. Becher, 
^*ach giving a different account of the misfortune, but all agreeing 
in blaming the conduct of the Governor and Council, or disowning 
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thdr authority. It is worthy of remark that Messrs. Watts, Becher 
and Holwell are three of the four gentlemen who have signed your 
letter now before us, a letter filled with sentiments so different 
from the opinions given in their separate letters addressed to us. 

After thinking we had sufficient reasons to determine us to give 
Colonel Clive the independent powers before mentioned, the con- 
signing him the money intended for the services of the expedition 
was a natural consequence. That money was designed only for 
the payment of the forces who are at an established allow'ance, 
and the particulars of the disbursements we arc very confident 
Colonel Clive will lay before you w'hcnever you apply for it. 
A separate consignment was made by the President and Council 
here to the President and Council at Bengal. 

Having answered to your complaints, w'c shall acquaint you 
briefly with the present state of the Company's affairs on this 
Coast and the resolutions we ha\e hereupon made. 

Far from being able to supply you with more men w'c have 
unguarded a great part of the Company's Establishments on this 
Coast by the large detachment already sent you. Our northern 
Settlements are at the dail\ mere} of a French arm\, which by 
the last advices w'as within tw'o days' march of \ izagapatam. 
The southw'ard provinces assigned to the Company have suffered 
continual ravages, and are now' in\olved in such troubles that the 
preservation of them is doubtful ; and our own Settlements, not 
excepting the Presidency, are barely in a state of defence against 
the present force of Pondicherr}, w'here luckily only two ships 
have yet arrived, but if we may credit icports many more are 
expected. 

Therefore, Gentlemen, w'e think ourselves indispensably obliged 
to repeat our injunctions to Colonel Clive to return here before 
the season is too late with as many troops as he judges can be 
spared from the defence of Calcutta, and w'e request that you will 
yield him all the assistance he may apply to you for on this 
occasion. 

You insist much upon the number of recruits intended for your 
Presidency which have been detained here for some years past. 
Had we confined our supply to the remains of those men, or to 
the number which would probably have remained at this time if 
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they had proceeded to you immediately from Europe we may 
reasonably say that you would not have had half the number 
which we sent you under the command of Major Killpatrick and 
Colonel Clive. 

We hope the junction of the troops from Bombay will have 
given Colonel Clive so much success as to open to you some 
opportunity of coming to terms with the Nabob, for we are of 
opinion that neither the Company’s force nor cash is sufficient to 
carry on hostilities in Bengal, and be at the same time so pre- 
[)ared to resist the efforts of the French on this Coast as a war 
between the two nations requires. 

We purpose to send you by the ship Sally and the 
schooner four hundred sepoyti, four hundred barrels of gunpowder, 
and fifty barrels of musket cartridges, which is all we can possibly 
s})are ; and as to ever}' other sort of military stores we left our- 
selves very bare to find \'ou the supplies which went with Colonel 
(live. 

We are necessitated to repeat our request that you will transmit 
ns a very particular list of all your guns, gun-carriages, ammuni- 
tion and stores of all kinds to enable us to assist you as much as 
may be in our power and leave ourselves equally provided. If 
you have any guns of g, 12 , or i8-pounders which are not imme- 
diately wanted, w'e shall be glad if they can be sent hither, and 
should Mr. Watson apply to you to replace the number of shot he 
may have expended, we request you will answer his demand as 
far as you possibly can, as we are here barely supplied for the 
‘occasion of our owm garrison. 

We enclose a letter from the Secret Committee for your 
President, received by His Majesty’s ship 1 riton. It was neces- 
sary for us to open it that we might determine whether to send 
down Captain Brohier immediately. Finding the intentions of 
the Secret Committee to be to lay a plan for fortifying the whole 
town of Calcutta or the principal part of it, which cannot possibly 
be set about in your present unsettled condition, and Colonel Clive 
having acquainted us with the works that have been thrown up 
round Fort William so as to secure it against the attempts of a 
country enemy, we resolved to detain Captain Brohier, whose 
presence is very necessary to finish the works in hand at this 
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place, untill we have the pleasure to hear you are in such a state 
<rf tranquillity as will enable you to enter upon a proper plan of 
fortification, at which time we shall direct Captain Brohier to 
proceed to you by the very first conveyance. The letter from the 
Secret Committee to your Presidency being in cypher, we have 
taken it out, and send a written copy in its stead. 

The terms made with Captain Finley and Captain Dogan are 
that they each carry’ down two hundred sepoys and two hundred 
barrels of powder, and diet the sepoys on board for three thousand 
rupees. They have both been fully paid here. 

We arc, c\:c. &c., Gkorge Pigot, (Sic. 


244. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to the' Nau’ab, dated 
22 February y 1757. 

How’ever as you have given ear to all the bad stories which have 
been told you of us by designing and wicked men,‘th'cit more ships 
of war are arrived, and that we intend to break the Peace so 
solemnly sworn to, I do at once declare, I will instantly lay aside 
all thoughts of attacking the French. Let them enter into a 
Peace with us in your dominions directly, and do Your Excellency 
swear that you will attack that party with your whole force who 
first infringes the neutrality, and the ships will leave the river, and 
I will return to the Coast. 

I call God to witness that I have had your interest lately much 
at heart, and if this neutrality which you are desirous to have* 
concluded with the French should end in the ruin of this kingdom, ^ 
I wash my hands of all blame. Your Excellency is answerable for 
the consequences. ^ 

Mr. Watts was sent to acquaint you that it was for our mutual 
benefit that the PYench should be attacked, but notwithstanding, 

I never intended to have marched from this ground till I had your 
consent. I could have taken the Fort in two days. Your Excel- 
lency forbidding n]||to do it after everything was in readiness has 
put me to great shame : however as you think the peace of your 
province will be preserved by it, it gives me great pleasure to 
* comply with your request. If anything prejudicial to your affairs 
should happen by this favour towards the French, I beg j’ou 




As. 








BENGAL IN 1756^ 


will :Apnte(ibcr this letter. Tone will discov^ which of the two 
nationMs most to be depended upon. 

245. Letter from Colonel Cltve to Secret Comtfittteey Lotidon^ dated 
• Camp, opposite to Barnagul, 22 February, 1757 

Honourable Sirs, — i M> last address was b} the Syren sloop 
dated ist instant, when I acquainted >ou that my force being far 
short of what I expected I was onl> in a condition to act on tfie 
defensive, that the Nabob was advancing towards us, and at the 
bame time had made some oveitures fir an accor imodation, and 
that the situation of affairs on the C oast and the pressing in* 
stances of the Gentlemen of Port Saint Georeje for our return 
made me earnestly wish to conclude a Peace in this province as 
speedily as possible 

2 On the 3rd instant letters ame in fre m iht Nabob proposing 
to restore our Settlement and make bornt rcpaiation for the effects 
taken, and desiring proper ptisons t ) In sent t > confer with him 
pn tjie subject , kt the same time the van of his arm\ appeared in 
bight, and passed along towards Calciitt i just without reach of the 
cannpn pf our battery to the eastward 

3 Coj i Patrus, an Armenian who brought the Nabob s letters, 
assured me that the Nabob hid b\ his own mouth promised to 
wait at a place called Gange where he then was till the con- 
ference was over, and I dircctl> wrote him ttstifvmg my satisfac- 
tion at his pacihck intentions ind that two gentlemen would be 
deputed immediately to treat with him As it was of great con- 
bequtnee to know the N ibob s real design without loss of time I 
dispatched Messrs \\ alsh and Scrafton to him m the next morn- 
ing, v\ho ifter tiavelhng the best part of the wa} to Gange were 
informed that the Nabob had passed on to Dum Dumma, on 
which the> followed him, and running through the rear of his 
army came up with him in the town of Calcutta itself. On their 
admittance to the Nabob they represented that they expected 
to have met him at Gange m a favourable disposition towards 
a Pg^ce with the English, they could not but be greatly surprized 
in finding him entered m an hostile manner into their very City» 
and that unless he would manifest some desire of a Peace by with- 
dra'wing his troops from the neighbourhood of Calcutta, they 
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could not enter upon the business they came about. The Nabob 
refused to contply with their proposition, and treating them with 
no small haughtiness they took their leave and returned to me 
late in the evening. 

4. As I now plainly perceived he only meant to amuse Ins. and 
that the little opposition he had received served rather to elate 
his hopes than incline him to moderate measures, I determined to 
attack him the next morning before day break, while two-thirds of 
his army were still encamped without the Moratta Ditch, for when 
they had once passed and got into the streets of the town, it 
would be too late to attempt it. Another pressing reason for the 
immediate execution of this enterprise, notwithstanding the small- 
ness of my force, was the sudden distress we found ourselves in 
upon the approach of the Nabob’s army by a general desertion 
of our workmen, coolies and servants, the breaking up of our 
markets and no provisions to be had but what was supplied from 
the Fort by water, in which condition we could not have continued 
long but must have retreated into the Fort with disgrace. I there- 
fore desired Admiral ^^'atson to assist me with live or six hundred 
seamen, principally for drawling the artillery and carrying am- 
munition, which he readily complied with, and about 3 in the 
morning I marched out with nearly m3’ whole force, leaving only 
a few Europeans with 200 new raised biicksarics to guard our 
camp. About 6 we entered the enemies’ camp in a thick fog and 
crossed it in about two hours with considerable execution. Had 
the fog cleared up as it usually does about 8 o’clock when we 
were entire master of the camps w'ithout the Ditch, the action 
must have been decisive ; instead of which it thickened and 
occasioned our mistaking the wa3^ I avoid troubling you with 
the particulars of this undertaking as they are fully set down in 
my journal of militar}’ occurrences. 

5. The next day being the 6th the Nabob decamped and re- 
moved to Dum Dumma, and the Armenian was again sent to me 
with a letter from Rungeet Roy desiring if we meant peace to 
transmit our proposals to the Nabob \\^ho was inclined to comply 
with them. Accordingly the Select -Committee was consulted 
and the aiAles agreed on and forwarded, but the Nabob pro- 
posing to sign them in an evasive manner, a second copy was 
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sent to him to execute in positive terms, which he did, at least 
what were deemed tantamount, and immediately set forward to 
Muxadavad with all his forces. 

6. Just at this time he had received advice that the Afghans 
had defeated the Moguls and their leader had seized the Govern- 
ment assuming the title of Ahmud Shaw Shahawn Shah. Orders 
were immediately issued for coins for this province to be struck 
in the name of the new' Emperor, and the Nabob it is sup- 
posed is hurrying to his frontiers to make an alliance with his 
neighbor the Nabob of Lurknapi>re, sometim(*s called Owd, 
for their mutual support in the present disturbed state of the 
Empire. 

7. I have little to observe on the terms obtained from the 
Nabob except that they are both honorable nnd advantageous for 
the Company. The grants of a Mint and tlie villages hitherto 
detained from us are very considerable, and the abolishing the 
duties lately exacted by the chokies, as well as confirming the free 
transportation of goods without customs of any kind, and the 
rest of the priviledges of the royal phirmaund are no small points 
gained. 

8. The Nabob caused inventories to be taken of the goods 
found at the out-settlements and aurungs, and they are to be 
delivered up accordingly. He intimated privately his intentions 
of paying three lack of rupees in consideration of the Company’s 
other losses. As to ample restitution for what was plundered 
by his army at Calcutta, it could not well be expected of him 
as he says himself in one of his letters. 

9. The jealousies instilled into him by the French agents made 
it necessary for us to conclude the treaty with him out of hand, as 
well to convince him of our moderate views, w'hich he seemed to- 
doubt, as to prevent his union with ^he French which was then 
strongly pushed on. As he must now be convinced of the conse- 
quence we are of to his affairs and of his advantage and security 
in a firm and close alliance with us, we may hope the treaty will 
be complied with to our satisfaction, and that he will not be 
averse even to granting any further reasonable priviledges that 
may be required of him in future by the Gentlemen here. 

10. Mr. Watts set out the 17th to attend the Nabob’s Durbar 
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and press him to the speedy execution of the several points of the 
treaty on his part, and some gentlemen are likewise gone to the 
different Subordinates to receive the effects to be delivered over to 
them. 

II. The French having given no answer to the offers of a 
neutrality we made them, we were in hopes to have prevailed 
on the Nabob to suffer us to attack Charnagore, since he had 
solemnly declared in his letters that he would esteem our enemies 
as his and assist us with forces against them whenever we re- 
quired it. Rungeet Roy was first discoursed with on the subject 
upon his arrival with presents from the Nabob on the conclusion 
of this treaty, but I have reason to think we met with no advocate 
in him with regard to this point. Omichund accompanyed him 
back to the Durbar, and had particular instructions to sound the 
Nabob on the subject. He returned with a letter from the Nabob 
in which he desired us to furnish him with 25 artillery men, and 
referred us to Omichund for some particulars he had ordered him 
to impart ; which were that he had been informed that Monsieur 
Bussy with a large army was coming and that some French men- 
of-war were likewise expected, and that he desired we would pre- 
vent the French from entering his kingdom l>y land or water. 
As this was construed in some measure a permission for attacking 
the French in Charnagore, a proper answer was wrote to the 
Nabob, and Mr. Watts accompanyed by Omichund was sent to 
urge the point. The next day being the i8th the army crossed 
the river and encamped opposite to Barnagut and this day I 
intended to have began my march towards Charnagore ; the large 
ships were to have followed the 25th before which it would be 
dangerous for them to move on account of the irregular and rapid 
tides. We were in expectation of receiving very soon further 
encouragement from Mr. Watts for attempting the enterprise, but 
yesterday arrived letters from the Nabob absolutely forbidding 
hostilities against the French and declaring that he should con- 
sider all attempts against them as a violation of the treaty, and 
that he would assist them in such case with his utmost force. 
At the same time came in a request from the Governour and 
Council 4 ^Charnagore for a neutrality within the Ganges, which 
the Select Committee taking into consideration thought it 
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advisable to accede to rather than risque a i;upture with the Nabob. 
Accordingly an answer was returned them that if they were duly 
impowered to conclude such an act, and could get it guaranteed 
by the Nabob we would come into it on our part. I wrote at the 
same time to the Nabob acquainting him of our submission to his 
orders, but that if by this means the French should hereafter be 
in such a state as to disturb his countiv he must lay the blame on 
himself. 

12. All operations therefore are now over, and F may hope in [a] 
few days to take my passage for the ( oast with li’.e satisfaction of 
having left your affairs well re-established and a general tran- 
• jiiillity in the province. My jb>y will hu* roinplele^ if 1 am so happy 
as to find my conduct throughout has been sijt b. to merit your 
approbation. 

ij. Since I had the honour to addiess yon last I have had no 
further advices from h'ort Saint Get^rge, nor has the Cumberland 
appeared, nor any of the troops we expected from Bombay. I 
can therefore return with very few men to the Coast. The im- 
portance of this colony is such that I cannot conclude belter than 
by recommending to Your Honours in the strongest manner to send 
out as large a military force as you corneniently can for its pro- 
tection. 

I am, ike, Cvc., K. C]J\l. 

246. A General Return of all ihc troops under the command of 
Colonel Clive, 22 Rebruury, 1757. 
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Captain Dugald Campl)ell 
Captain Timothy Bridge 
C aptain William Pye. 

Captain Nicholas Weller 
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C'aptain John Fraser 
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247. Extract from a letter from the Xauuih /o Admiral W'atson, dated 

— Eebniary, 1757. 

The van of the King of Delhi's army is advancing towards these 
provinces. Upon this intelligence 1 design marching towards 
Patna to meet them. If at this critical juncture you will be m\ 
friend and send me assistance I will pay your forces a lack of 
rupees monthly, while they remain with mo. Send me an imme- 
diate answer. 

248. Letter from Colonel Clivc to hib father, dated 23 Ecbriiary, 1757. 

Honopkei) Sir, — Since my last I have the pleasure to acquaint 
you the Nabob with 20,000 horse and 30,000 foot appeared in 
sight of our camp at the distance of about a mile and a half and 
encamped near Calcutta Town. His situation obliged me to attack 
him which I did at daybreak in the morning. Our success was 
very great, being in his camp upwards of two hours in which time 
we killed 1,300 men and between 5 and 6 hundred horse with 
4 elephants. This blow has obliged the Nabob to decamp and to 
concludii^a peace very honourable and advantageous to the Com- 
pany’s affairs, by which means they have a more promising pros- 
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pect than ever. The Nabob sent me a jewel, Moorish dress and 
an elephant — the same to the Admiral. 

As this success has probably saved the Company, this is a proper 
time to push my interest I have written to my Lord Chancellor, 
the Archbishop, Mr. Fox, and my Lord Barrington, Secretary at 
War, to desire their interest. I have likewise wrote to Messrs. 
Mabbot, Drake and Payne. I am desirous of being appointed 
Governor-General of India if such an appointment should be 
necessary. I have opened myself a little to Mr. Mabbot ; however 
I would have you manage this affair with great j)rudence and dis- 
cretion and not mention the word Governor-Cienenil without you 
tind it hinted at b}’ other hands. Consult Mr. J^elchier and don’t 
make the contents of this letter known tf* an\*jik‘ else but the 
Judge ^ and Mr. King. Consult them. 

This expedition is atttmded with nothin;; but reputation ; the 
last attack was the warmest service 1 ever yt‘t was engaged in. 
200 men uerc killed and wounded of which number our battalion 
consisting of 500 men had 85 killed and wounded : my secretary 
and aide-de-camp killed by me. I shall send you a journal of 
our military proceedings and I enclose you tlu‘ letters to Great 
Men under flying seals for your perusal and for your delivery, 
and beg you will not be too sanguiiu* in your expectations or 
expressions. I have enclosed journals to Mr. Fox and Lord 
Barrington. 

I expect to return very shortly to the Coast as all is over here. 
I have executed the conveyance you sent me, which you will 
receive by the Delawar, Make an apolc^gy to m}’ friends for not 
writing them. I really have not time. My warmest wishes attend 
my mother, brothers and sisters, and I am, 

Your dutiful and affectionate Son, Koukrt Clivk. 


249. Extracts from a letter /torn Colonel Clive to Mr, Payne, Chairman 
of the Cou^t of Directors, dated 23 Febrnary, 1757 . 

If I had only consulted the interest and reputation of a soldier, 
the conclusion of this Peace might easily have been suspended. I 
know, at the same time, there are many who think I have been 

^ Probably refers to Lord Hardwicke. 

^ 36 — 2 
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too precipitate in the conclusion of it ; but surely those who are of 
this opinion never knew, that the delay of a day or two might have 
ruined the Company’s affairs, by the junction of the French with 
the Nabob, which was on the point of being carried into execution. 
They never considered the situation of affairs on the Coast, and 
the positive orders sent me by the Gentlemen there, to return with 
the major part of the forces at all events ; they never considered 
that, with a w'ar upon the Coast and m the j)rovince of Bengal at 
the same time, a trading company could not subsist without a 
great assistance from the Go\ eminent : and last of all, they never 
considered, that a long war, attended thn^ugh the whole course of 
it with success and man\ great actions, (‘ndi‘d at last with thi* 
expense of more than fift\ Uus of rupees to the C ornpan\. 

Believe me, Sir, I have constantl} had this consideration in 
view, and my conduct has alwa\s been regulated agreeable to it. 
I can further say, I never undertook .in expedition attended w'ith 
half so many disagreeable circumstances as this : the natural 
jealousy subsisting betw'etn sea and land ser\ice has given me 
much uneasiness: I have suffered many mortifications; the in- 
dependent pow er gi\en me h} the Gentlemen of the Committee at 
Madras has created me many enemies ; and lastly, that attention 
which, by my public station, I owe to the interest of the C'ompany 
in preference to that of the privates has not passed by unrcflected 
upon. I am a very considerable sufferer m\ self, and I can affirm 
with great truth and sincerity, that I have left no means untried 
with the Nabob, when the ('ompany’s interest was not immi- 
diately concerned, to induce him to consider the unhappy people 
at Calcutta, and he has often promised to do it. 

Nothing harsh, ungenerous, or uncharitable shall fall from my 
pen : at the same time, in justice to the Company, I cannot avoid 
expressing my concern at the future prospect of their affairs after 
the obtainment of such honourable and .idvantageous conditions. 
Do but reflect, Sir, that most of the gentlemen in power are become 
bankrupts by the unfortunate loss of Calcutta. This considera- 
tion, I must confess, added to their apprehensions of being dis- 
missed rile service, has often induced me to wash the Gentlemen 
of Mad® had taken the entire management of affairs into their 
hands till the Company’s pleasure was knowm. 
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It cannot be expected that the princes of this country, whose 
fidelity IS always to be suspected, will remain firm to their promises 
ind engagements from principle only. It is therefore become 
absolutely necessary to ketp up a respectable force in this province 
for till future How far this is agreeable to the C ompany’s cir- 
cumstances, you, Sir, are tla best j idge. 1 shall onh add, there 
nutr a as that attention paid U tin adiict of military wen at Calcutta 
as uas consistint uitJi the ^ajUy of ih plac ntn in danj^er — a total 
i^n >ancL of uhich uas the real luusl j the I s\ j } ft Wtlham 

Our design upon C hander n igore s i ncert ii I cannot yet 
fathom the Nabob’s sentiments, tht French lu\ingin a manner 
refused a nciitialily this day offered it \s thr * ] t dition is sofai 
idv meed, I have givtn it niv opinu)! to pioc^cd ind invest the 
place, and, if it should happen it list that tb Nabob is really 
igainst taking it, to accept tlu mutrdilv u d m ikc a merit of 
doing It It his recpicst ind in ooedu nec t his order, b} which 
means he will be convmitd of oui tiicndiship ind power at the 
same time 

I shall conclude this littci with suuimttins tu) conduct to your 
opinion. It would ha\( rajuiicd grcati r abilitn s than I am master 
of to reconcile ind satisf\ so inanv dificicnl intensts If I have 
erred it has not bcLii with design whincvci th it can be made to 
appeal I sh ill ver} dcscr\cdl\ fi rfcit the .^ood opinion and favoiii 
of the Court of Directors, to whom I owe e\er} thing 

P S — Since writing the ibovc I hi\e receded two litters from 
the Nabob absolutely forbidding me to ittack Chandernagore. 1 
did not hesitate \ moment in complying upon the terms which 
will be made kne^wn to ^c)ll m correspondence with the Secret 
Committee. 

250, Lette} // ( m C oloml C In t to M) 11 aits, dated C imp, 25 February, 

1757 

SiK,— I have jubt seen your lettei to the Committee. ^ How can 
what the Nabob expresses by word of mouth be confided in when 
he writes letters with his own positively forbidding us to 

attack the French. If he answers my letter immediately and 
gives me but the least hint that he will not interfere, it is not yet 

^ Seal 
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too late: but whilst his letters are extant against us and nothing 
but a few promises made us, and those too at second hand, what 
will the world think of our conduct should our design miscarr\ ^ 
I hope to hear that joii have seen and discoursed with him 
yourself 

I am, Sii, \c \c , Robekt Clim . 

251 LLtia/HniC IouIChl tJu\aiLi() lah i ^ j 1 lUju 11 \ , 

1757 

I still remain it tlu pliti \our nitsscngti hniiid me in, to\crc(l 
with shame at thi injunction 1 iid upon me not to molest our 
enemies. I impatientK w ut \<)ur 1 \eellenr\ slm il ins\ er, which 
I shall strictl\ compK with It gucs me the gu itist concern to 
find Your h\cellcnev d iih confeiring fivoui^ < n the 1 tdich who 
never meiited tlnm I do ucpiest thit'Voui 1 \celknc\ will judge 
of the two nations b\ then actions not b> tliLir w( ids 

252 Lttii) f>nm CoUnd Cli t i ( lut if l)i> i i d it i (. imp 

Util C ihiit r, 2 . y 1 d }iiu\ i/^y 

HoNoiKVi 1 1 Sii s 1 c in now e )n^,r itul itt our Honouis upon 
the conclusion of i Ptaci with the N ibob of this ju mucl such i 
one I hope as will pro\i b )th honoi ible ind id\ intigtcus to the 
Compan} I hivt enclosed e ( pv ef the irticks of igreement to 
vour Stciet Committee, which irticles au seikel ind solemnh 
sworn to b\ the N iliob ind se me ( f his pi me ipal ( the eis 

I have nothing furthe r t > wish th in th it m\ condue t thioughout 
the whole couise of this affair ma} niLct with \ oui Honours* 
approbation, and to assuie ^our Heinois that whenc\er the 
necessity of } our iffairs c ill upon me to ict either in a civil or 
militir} station, in an^ other pirt of Indii, I shall with equal 
readiness embrace the opportunity. 

I enclose Your Honors the continu itiein of our military pro- 
ceedings and a retiiin of all the forces under my command remark- 
ing all casualties. 

I am^c. ivc., Roblri Ci ivi . 
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j :53. Letter from Colonel Clive to Lord Haidwitkc, dated Camp near 
Calcutta^ 23 Ftbriuif}^ 1757. 

M\ Lorp, — I he countenance your Lordship was pleased to 
sho\\ me when in Lngland has eiiib ddened me to address a 
f< u lines to }Our T.oidship on tl subject )f the East India 
( <3mpan} . 

No doubt your Lordship has been acquaint* d with the capture 
of th( town of Calcutta and of I ort William b\ tht Moors, the 
piincipal settlement of the kingdom of Hengai md of the utmost 
(.onsequence to the East India C oippain T .^im >oui Loidship 
some idea of the richness of tht plaet , tht los f pru ate property 
onl> is valued at more than two mill ons sttrlmg 

\\ hen this iinfortiin ite new'- airixtd U M idias the President 
and Council appKtvl to Vue Vdmii il W t-.on for lus assi'^tance 
in i« ( oveiing the Coinpanv’s rights piiMltd^i s, ind j)os essions in 
the Piovince of Hcngil, and f u tht sime })urp*)st ordered a laige 
l)u(i\ of land foices to embuk imdei in\ command, and I have the 
j)h isure to inform }tnii Lordship lhi'> txpedition bv sea and land 
has been crowned with all the suecis that could bi wished. 

I he town of C ilrutt i ind Foit \\ illiam W( it so m retaken with 
^eveial other torts bcloiiw^ing to tin enenn, and 1 i^t of ill Hughl^, 
tlu second t it\ in the Ik ng il Dominion^ Thi^ nt ws brought down 
the Nabob, 01 Pi nice of the eountu, himself at the head of 20,000 
hoist ind -^0,000 tt)ot, a-) pitet'^of cinnon,with a great number 
«)f elephants. Oui little iiinv eoiibistmg onl\ of 700 Europeans 
ind 1,200 blacks, aimed and diseqdim d aftei the English manner, 

^ i> encamped about 5 milts dist int fiom the t(3wn of Calcutta. 
On the [pd instant] the \ ibob ^ arm\ app« ared m sight and 
jussed our camp at about the distance of ij miles, and encamped 
at the back of the town about the like distance from Fort William. 
Several parties of horst p is'^ed within 4C30 \ irds of our advanced 
batter>, but as w* tntt it lined great hopes of a Peace from the 
Nabob’s promises we did not hre upon them. 

On the [4th instant] igreable to the Nabob’s desire I despatched 
two gentlemen to wait upon him, in hopes everything might be 
settled without drawing the sword, but the haughtiness and dis- 
respect with which he treated them convinced me nothing could 
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be exp>ected by mild measures. This determined me to attack his 
camp in the night time, for which purpose I applyed to Vice- 
Admiral Watson for 500 sailors to draw our canon, &c., which he 
very readily complyed with, and at 3 o’clock in the morning our 
little army consisting of 600 Europeans, 800 black, 7 field pieces 
and the sailors above mentioned, set out for the attack. A little 
before daybreak we entered the camp and received a very brisk 
fire. This did not stop the progress of our troops, who marched 
through the enemy’s camp upwards of 4 miles in length. We 
were [more] than 2 hours in passing and what escaped the van 
w^as destroyed by the rear. Wo were obliged to keep up a con- 
stant fire of artillery and musketry the whole time. A body of 
300 horse made one gallant charge, and were received with so 
much coolness by the military that few' escaped. Several other 
brisk charges were made upon our rear but to no manner of pur- 
pose, and w'e returned safe to our camp having killed by the best 
accounts 1,300 men and between 5 and 600 horse with 4 elephants ; 
the loss on our side amounted to 200 men killed and wounded 
including soldiers, sailors, and blacks. This blow had its effect, 
for the next day the army decamped and the Nabob sent me a letter 
offering terms of accommodation, and 1 have the pleasure to 
acquaint your Lordship a firm Peace is concluded greatly to the 
honour and advantage of the Company, and the Nabob entered 
into an alliance offensive and defensive with them and is returned 
to his capital of Muxadavad. 

As your Lordship heretofore honoured me with your favour and 
protection, I flatter myself with the hopes of a continuance of it 
and that if your Lordship thinks me deserving your Lordship will 
recommend me to the Court of Directors. 

I am, &c. &c., Rouert Clivp:. 

254. Letter from Select Committee^ Fort William^ to the Secret 
Committee, London, dated 24 February, 1757. 

Honourable Sirs, — i. Enclosed we transmit you duplicate of 
our address by Mr. Holwell who returned to Europe on the Syren 
sloop, which vessel we hope has safety imported in England before 
the arriviWf these advices. By this packet we send one copy of 
our Proceedings, letters, &c., for your perusal. 
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2. Since the dispatch of the Syren the Nabob’s forces approached 
to the outskirts of our town, contrary to a promise he had made 
the Colonel, Messrs. Walsh and Scrafton waited on him in 
Omychaund’s garden, but being received with indifference and 
giving no satisfactory answers to the proposals they made him, 
the C'olonel on the morning of the htli instant heat up his quarters, 
marched through his camp and killed a great number of men. 
The loss on our side was not inconsiderable We have if*ason to 
imagine the consternation this affair occasioned both in the Nabob 
and his army induced him to sue ff»r an accoi* modation by the 
intervention of Roy Rungeet, Juggiitseat ’s vluK el. The articles 
of the treaty we have concluded ivith him ao fftrwarded m the 
general packet and are such as w’e tlattcr -selves wall prove 
satisfactory, the advantage.'* resulting to the ( ompan\ being more 
than sufficient to ictompense the hi‘av\ los*. and charges they 
have suffered. Whether greater conc'cssions might not have been 
obtained if demanded, wo will not pretend to determine. 

As some particidars weie omitted to be .ipplied for, we have 
dispatched Mr. Watts to the Duibai at Muxadavad to (mdeavor 
the obtaining them, and to explain some art if les w’hich at present 
seem liable to be open to evasion. 

4. As the French deputies when in Calcutta had declined the 
tender wo made them of (uir intlucnce with the Admiral to consent to 
a neutrality within the (ianges, we thought it incumbent on us, upon 
the conclusion of the tre.ity of Peace with the Nabob to recom- 
mend the attack of ('haiidernagore by sea and land, which we 
were given to understand would not be disagree eible to the Nabob, 
and accordingly ordered Mr. Watts to touch on that subject at the 
Durbar^ and obtain if possible his permission to expel that nation 
out of their Settlements in Hengall. 

5. For this end the Admiral and Colonel concerted measures to 
attack Chandernagore by sea and land, and our troops have crossed 
the river, but yesterday ai rived three letteis from the Nabob to 
Admiral Watson, Colonel Clive, and Major Killpatrick, forbidding 
them to commit hostilities within his dominions, to prevent wffiich 
and procure peace and quiet to his country he had so readily 
consented to the late treaty. He at the same time declared he 
should esteem an attack of the French settled here to be an open 



BENGAL IN 1756-67 


^o 

and direct violation of the late treaty, and in that case he must 
in honor and duty to his King assist them with his forces. 

6. Yesterday we likewise received a letter from the Director 
and Council of Chandernagore renewing their proposals for a 
neutrality within the Ganges. Upon taking this affair under 
consideration we have thought it advisable not to hazard a second 
rupture with the Nabob, as the Company's affairs arc far from 
being settled here or well situated on the Coast. In consequence 
of this determination we have directed Mr. Watts to forbear 
making any mention of that subject at the Diirhur, and have wrote 
to the French Directors and ('onncil that wc‘ have no objection to 
treat with their deputies for a solid neutrality, if tlie\ arc author- 
ized to conclude one and will apply to the Snha to guarantee 
the said treaty. 

7. When Mr. Watts w(‘nt up to Muvadavad we sent with him 
15 artillery men at the Nabob's particular request. From the 
purport of his letters to the Admiral and C'olonel, wc have reason 
to think he is w'illing not only to live in a good understanding 
with us, but to engage in a league offensive and defensive. It has 
been likewise hinted to the Colonel, that he would pay the charges 
of maintaining 500 luirojK'ans in garrison, on condition he should 
be assisted when he was invaded by foreign eneinys or disturbed l>v 
intestine troubles. Whi'ther his sincerity herein may be depended 
on WT cannot yet jireteiid to determine. We must however beg 
leave to observe that a strong garrison in future at this Settle- 
ment will be absolutely necessary to preserve our acfjuisitions by 
the late treaty and prexent the encroachnients of the Government. 

We are, Nx. t\:c., Rck.i^k Dk\kk, Ji niok, Roiuckt Clive, 
Richard BechiiR. 

P.S. — There being some letters in the packet under addresses 
to Holland we think it wxuld be proper to examine whether they 
may not enclose letters for France. 

255. Letter fyom Admiral Wahon to John Cleveland, Esij., dated 
‘ Kent,' off Fort William, 24 February, 1757. 

SiR,-^y my last dispatches of the 31 January sent express 
by Captain King (of which I herewith enclose duplicates) their 
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Lordships will be ac(]uainted how far I had proceeded in the 
execution of the service I came here upon. I have now the 
pleasure to acquaint them a Peace was concluded with the Nabob 
of this province on the 9th instant, but not till after he had 
experienced in some little degree the superioritx of British forces, 
notwithstanding the great advantage hii had in numbers. 

On the jnd instant, his army was seen inarching by our camp, 
about a mile’s distance, towards the town, and when thfey got 
into a convenient spot of ground, they there encamped. During 
this, there was a person with thf Colonel hom the Nabob, 
making offers of peace, and two of our gentl' iui'n were sent the 
ne.xt day to the Nabob by his own desire with (uir proposals, but 
instead of finding him where it was .said l.t‘ vvas they were 
brought within the Bound Ditch of thi-> town to a large well- 
built house, which they found he had mad' lus lu ad-quarters. A 
very little conversation discovered thi‘ Nabob's intention was only 
to amuse, upon which our gentlenun pressed for permission to 
h‘ave him, and came aw'a\ without doing anything more than 
expressing their surprise at tindmg Iiiiii there, when the person 
he sent to the ('olonel had assured them, lu* w’oiild w'ait tifteen 
miles to the northward of our camp t(.> receive them. 

L’pon their returning and declaring this, the C olonel applied 
to me to be reinforced witli a i)art\ of seamen, with a resolution 
to attack his camp that night. 1 aceordingly sent Captain 
W arrick with between live and six hundred, with which addition 
the Colonel had between eleven and twelve hundred scapoys. For 
the particulars of the attack, I beg leave to refer their lordships 
to the inclosed account of C'aptain Warrick's w hich, though not 
attended with all the success w’e ct)uld wish, it was sufficient to 
make the Nabob very sollicitous to hasten the business of coming 
into a Peace, a copy of the article^ of which, tcjgethcr wuth such 
letters as passed between us on this occasion, I herewith inclose. 

Soon after this, I received a letter from the Committee here, 
acquainting me thev had proposed a neutrality to the branch at 
Chandernagore, to subsist within the Ganges, which they declined 
making any answer to. Thereupon the Committee observing to 
me that as a Peace was now' established with the Nabob, and that 
he seemed inclinable, in his letters both to the Colonel and me, 
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to join in an offensive and defensive league with us, it was become 
a very proper step to the affairs of the East India Company to 
put His Majesty’s Declaration of War against the French in execu- 
tion in these dominions, which would be distressing the French 
to the greatest degree, and be of infinite advantage to our own 
Company. This being the opinion of the Committee, and my 
forbearance the French in ihi\ river founded entirely on the 

interest of the Company, I summoned a Council of War, wherein 
it was resolved, C hanclcrnagore might be attacked by land and sea 
with great probability of success. In consequence of this I gave 
the necessary orders for pieparing th(' ships and intended to have 
proceeded up the river the latter end of th(‘ Neaps, but having 
since received a lett(*r frc>in the Nabob, expressing his disappro- 
bation of my committing hostilities against any European Power 
in his dominions, 1 thought my g(ung against Chandernagore 
would be an impniper step just now, and therefore assured him, 
as he looked upon it as a breach of the treat} I had concluded 
with him, I was read} to declim* all \iews I might have against 
the FreiK'h within the (ianges, provided tluy w'ould enter into a 
solid treaty of neutrality, and that h(‘ would be the guarantee foi 
its being kept strictly after m} departure hence. 

By our not having had a proper person attending the Nabob’s 
Court in behalf of the l^nglish, I am afraid the French have b(*en 
W'orking themsehes into favour, however Mr. Watts (the second 
in Council here) is now with the Nabob. I liope he wall be able 
to convince him, that w'hate^er has been insinuated to the 
prejudice of our C ompany is unjust. The Governor and Council 
are in daily expectation of a letter from Mr. Watts, which, I 
flatter myself, w’ill enable us to form some better judgment of the 
Nabob’s sincerity and inclinations tow'ards us. But I already see 
the finishing this business, so as to leave the Settlement in a state 
of security, wall be a w’ork of time, and I find I shall be under a 
necessity of staying in the river all this season, which I shall 
employ in getting the ships repaired in the best manner that 
can be done here. The Salisbury ^ I believe, I shall attempt to 
careen, a| her leak' is very near her keel, and rather increases 
than no* 


* See p. 194 , 
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In order to lose no time when I sail from hence, if 1 have an 
opportunity, I shall send for the provisions and stores lodged at 
Madras, that I might not be under a necessity of stopping there 
in my passage from hence to Bombay, where I hope to be some 
time in next October. I shall there put the ships in the best con- 
dition possible for their passage home, and proceed from thence 
agreeable to their Lordships’ order fpr my returning to England. 

I have heard nothing of Mr. Pocock yet, but am in expectation 
of his arriving in Ballasore Road ('very day, and can’t h(0p being 
a little surprised at his not being in the river h'TK; ago. 

When the Peace was settled with th«i Nabol> I had no further 
use for the bomb vessel the ('ommittec pr^vidi li for the bombard- 
ment of Hughlcy, therefore I have permitted C aptain Warrick to 
return home, by whom I take the opportunity of sending my dis- 
patches, and beg leave to recommend liim tc> tlu ir Lordshi})s' favour. 

Inclosed I send you the state of the s<juadron, and am, Sir, 
<!n:c. &C., Ch.arles Watson. 

Captain Warruk's acL>nint (f the attack o>i the Xubob's camp.^ 

On the 4th February, 1757, at 10 in lht‘ ivening, received 
Admiral Watson's orders to take upon the command of a detach- 
ment of sailors to join C olonel ( live in order to force and 
drive the Nabob out of his camp. At one in the morning 
landed our men at Kelsal’s Octagon, which w-ere as follows : 
180 from the Kent, from the TyiJ^cr, 120 from the Salisbury, 
29 from the Byidf^iratcy, ,^7 from the sloop, and 30 from the 
Indiamen. In all 569 men. About 2 we joined the Collonel, 
whose troops were under arms and ready to march, on which our 
men were disposed of to guard and attend the Train, w'hich con- 
sisted of 6 field pieces and one howitzer. Soon after this we 
marched off the ground in the following order — the King’s troops 
and Company’s grenadiers in the front, the sailors with the Train 
next, the battalion after, and the sipuys in the rear. At 3, the 
(Colonel altered his disposition, and marched the battalion before 
the Train. In this order we marched till 5, when our troops in the 
van were charged by the enemy’s horse in their camp, but did not 
seem to retard our march ; and by the time our rear guard was 

J Mnclo^ed in No *^55 . 
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entered, the engagement became general from hedges and bushes 
on which we played, our artillery defending the right and left of 
our army all the way through the camp, in which we found many 
dead men and horses. Here our men were diverted by killing 
their bullocks, camels, and what horses were left in our marcli, 
which we continued with great rapidity, driving the enemy before 
us, till they had lodged themselves in a iof^c near Meter’s gardens 
behind the hedges : from hence they detached a large body of 
horse with two cannon to the Cross Road of the Hiingalo which 
we soon dislodged with our tield piec es after receiving a few shott, 
and from hence marched into the I'ort. 

[About a mile from the Bungalo one of our field pieces fell into 
the ditch and broke the axle tree, another was split in tiie mu/zle, 
and of no use, both w’hich we spiked up and left behind. 

In this action w'cre killed twelve seamen, two ('a])tains of the 
Company’s troops, seventeen private men and ten scupoy^, the 
number w'Oundc‘d were about rifteen seamen and fifty soldiers and 
seapoys. Lieutenant Lutwidge of the Sali'sJtury the only officer 
mortally wounded. 

The Nabob’s army was said to consist of fifteen thousand foot, 
and ten thousand horse. We have had various accounts of his 
loss; a Brarnin, who was soon after in his camp says thirtei‘n 
hundred men were killed and wounded, and that twenty one of 
the former were officers, besides this loss upward of five hundred 
horse w'ere killed, several draught bullocks, and three or four 
elephants. 

257. Letter from Mr, to Mr, John Walsh, dnted Chnncporc, 

25 Fc hr 11 ary, 1757. 

Dkar Sir, — I received your obliging favour of the 22nd this 
instant. It gives me the utmost concern to find a stop put to 
our expedition by the Nabob’s letter, but I hope my letter to the 
Select Committee of the 21st, w'ith the one that accompanies this, 
wall induce them to alter their resolution and request the Admiral 
and Colonel to proceed on the attack. I have not received any 
letter fmm the Committee, therefore as yet I am at liberty to act 
as I w^aff>efore ordered. To-morrow I am to visit the Nabob when 
^ Not in the Admiralty copy. 
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I will endeavour to get a letter from him to the Colonel that he 
will not assist the French and that his enemies are ours: but if 
in this I do not succeed I see no reason to be alarmed, for I am 
assured and believe he will never assist the French ; besides if we 
arc expeditious the place may he taken before any assistance can 
arrive from the Nabob, if he should intend to interfere. I have 
declared my sentiments very freely to the Committee. I hope they 
\N ill follow my advice which will if wt siuxec-d be attended with 
great advantage to the nation and C ompany; besides as the pre- 
dominant passion in the Nabob is fear, the more } 'fvverfni we make 
ourselves the greater ('ompliancc we shall meet fioui him, whereas 
if tht? neutrality goes on and the s<|nruh*on Icaxes us, he will 
shuffle and delay doing iis justice or compl\ rr; with his agree- 
ment till the French have a force ainv(‘, aiul then probably he 
will finish his contract with us by j.»ming llum and driving us 
out of the country; f>r by -u'Jiat I con Uw n there is nt' faith to 
be put upon either his word or oath. This is the cm rent opinion of 
all decrees and orders of people. Whether I'rencli faith is to be 
depended on all Furoj)e knows, Tu*ilher do 1 believe lhe\ have a 
power to make any conclusive treaty w ith u> at Cdinndernagorc. 
If we do not take this place judge \oii what must be our fate when 
the S(|uadron leaves us. To me it is evident llial as it is the mutual 
interest of the French and the Nabob to destroy us they wall join 
together to effect it ; the one with a design to sa\e ridurning the 
plunder he has got and the other wath a view of increasing their 
trade and aggrandizing their nation in future. I beg \ou would 
make no apedogies ; you will aKvays oblige* me w henever you will 
favour me with a line and freely give me your friendly advice. 

I am, <S:c. jSic., \V. W'atts. 

258. Extracts from a letter from Mr. ll atts to the Select Committee, 
Fort William, dated Chimeporc, 25 February, 1757- 

Omychaund h;is been here to-day and assures me in the 
strongest manner, that he is persuaded and certain that no 
assistance will be given to the French if we attack them, which 
he by all means advises immediately if wx are sure of taking the 
place, but not otherwise. By what I can learn of the Nabob s 
disposition there is not the least stress to be laid on his word or 
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oath, and, when the squadron and troops are gone and his appre- 
hensions of us cease, he will evade complying with any part of his 
contract. His governing principle or reigning passion is fear, and 
by that alone is he to be swayed, therefore if we attack and take 
Chandernagore every part of our agreement will be fulfilled and 
more indulgences granted us. If wc are unsuccessful wc shall get 
nothing, and if a neutrality is concluded with the French no 
chicanery, artifice, or cunning will be left untried to delay putting 
us in possession of what the Nabob has assented to. The Nabob 
inarches to Patna in a few days, when we shall be left to demand 
satisfaction of his duan, Moinloll, a most raj)acioiis, avaritious 
Minister, in treating with whom we shall meet w'ith nothing but 
obstacles and difficulties. . . . We shall never be able to get a 
public order or leave to attack the French. If he tacitly acquiesces 
in it and docs not molest us it is all we can e\j>ect. 

259. Letter from Select Committee^ Fort Siiint Gt’orgr, to Colonel 
Clive, dated 28 February, 1757. 

Sir. — Since closing our letter of the 21st the Success gaily has 
arrived with your advices, dated 2Hth and 29th January, and 
6th instant. 

We congratulate you on the success of your attack upon the 
Nabob's camp, and we wish most sincerely it may l)e productive 
of a good accommodation. It is needless for us to add to wffiat 
w'e have said in our last on the necessity of your returning to the 
Coast as soon as possible. W’e are sensible it w'ould be difficult if 
not impossible for you to come away without the assistance of 
Admiral Watson, but we imagine nothing but the most absolute 
necessity will determine him to lay the Rains in the river. 

Admiral Pocock remained at Vizagapatam untill the 5th instant 
when, having received no orders frorn Mr. W^atson, he sailed for 
this place, and anchored here the 21st. Mr. Bussy’s army being 
very near to Vizagapatam, the Provisional Chief applied to Mr. 
Pocock for 60 men of the detachment he had on board of Com- 
pany’s troops, which number was accordingly landed, and the 
rcmaii^g 70 we have received on ‘shore here. Mr. Pocock seeing 
by yotm letter to us that it was Mr. W’^atson’s desire he should 
proceed to Culpce, has resolved to sail for that place in two or 
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three days, but we shall detain the men that are landed here- 
You are acquainted by our last letter of our necessities, and of 
the reinforcement arrived at Pondicherry, to which is to be added 
the loss of near too sailors, which will go on board the Cwnberland, 
We judge besides that the Bombay detachment must undoubtedly 
have joined you by this time. Youi answer to the demands made 
to you by the Select Committee t»f l^engal, in their letter of the 
i 8 th January, meets with our entin^ approbation. 

We are, &c. Gkokgk &c., Comiiiittre. 


2f)0. Tramlaiitni n letter from Af. Vernet to tiu Dutch Director and 

Council y Hui^Uy dated ('ossimba- ai\ 28 L'chr^ary^ 1757 .^ 

The day l>eforo yesteiday tlie wakU came and reported to us 
that tln: Nawab had already granted :i paru'unaiov Mr. Law, Chief 
of the I'Yencli here, to suinnion him to Court, and also that he was 
about to get an elephant, a dress of lionour and a head-ornament, 
and that the fust undersigned .stood in a fair way of also being 
called to Court a few days after, but that no mention was made of 
what he should get, and whereas during the 20 long years that the 
Company has been settled in this country, it has always been the 
custom at all soubras- for its Chief to be admitted to Court at a 
general reception before those of the English and French, and 
further for them to be sent back, if not with more, at least with 
ecjual marks of honour, and that the first article had already been 
transgressed by the admission of Mr, La\v before the first under- 
signed, besides its being very doubtful whether he should get as 
many marks of honour as the ('hief of the French, we have resolved 
for the maintenance of the honour and dignity of the Company to 
avoid the said Darbar if possible, and with that view have first 
sent back the Court messenger to Muxadavad, and have through 
Messrs. Mahtav Rai and Swamp Chand represented to the 
Nawab the disregard shewn us ; who was, forsooth, at first sur- 
prised at the step we had taken, but was afterwards highly satisfied 
and agreed that the first undersigned should perform the salutation 
in a couple of months, which to our mind is far better, for now we 

* Vernet Papers, Plague. 

^ This should be probably ‘ at all Durban ‘ or ‘ of all Subahdars.' 

VOL. IL 37 
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shall have time to see that no slight is put upon the Company by 
the enjoyment of fewer marks of honour, and the world will look 
upon the salutation by the French Chief as having been on some 
private matter, as the French also did really seize that oppor- 
tunity to enter into a secret alliance, which their Chief also signed 
and confirmed with the Company’s seal, consisting in an offensive 
and defensive alliance against the English and, if the reports of 
some of the Darbar attendants are to be believed, against all the 
nations except the Danes. But what is sure is, that the French 
have entered into an engagement to drive the English out of 
Bengal, provided the Nawab will assist them with some men and 
money, which [condition] has been accepted by the Nawab, who 
has already given orders to 6,000 horsemen and musketeers to 
betake themselves to Fort Hugh and instantly to march thence 
on Chandernagor upon the order of the French. 

When this letter had been prepared so far, we have been 
favoured with your Honour’s respected secret missive, of the 
24 th instant, together with the annexed urzi of the Honourable 
Director addressed to the Nawab, from which we have seen that 
your Honour, in order to be set at ease in regard to the aforesaid 
arzi, would wish it to be presented by the Second. Hereupon wc 
take the liberty most respectfully to lay before you, that it is more 
necessary in these countries than elsewhere and especially in these 
times to uphold the prestige of the Company as much as possible, 
and also that more is to be got now from the Nawab — he being 
stricken wdth great fear of the Europeans — by a haughty than by 
a submissive behaviour. We have therefore considered it advisable 
to have the arzi delivered by the Court courier and not by the 
Second ; for apart from its never having been the practice, it 
would also be a great folly for the Company to employ a European 
as the bearer of an arzi. Your Honour may, however, rest assured 
that it will not only be presented to the Prince by our wakil in 
person this day, but also be backed by influential support, the 
result of which we will communicate to you as speedily as possible, 
remaining for the rest, with profound respect, &c. &c. 
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261. Extract from a letter from Mr. R. Orme to Colonel Clive, dated 

2S Kebruary, 1757.^ 

Dkar Clive, — 1 have received two short letters from you dated 
the 8th and 30th January. Mr. Pigot has been so kind to com- 
municate to me all that you ha\e wrote to him. He appeared 
sensibly affected at the uneasiness* s you h:o e suffered. Believe me 
I was so too. Oin Board highh approv- of your conduct, and 
your zeal for tiu Service comin the pfjxers of every one for 
your welfare. We are n, lionrl\ e^'pectatioe uf hearing that you 
have giviai the Nabob another blov', which ^il’ have made him 
sick of tightiiii.: 

262. Draffs of ipyopo\cif) tv///: tlir h'rciul-. Appended to Select 

('omniitiu Feh.'jyy, 1757. 

(if) I >ans!ution if T}\al\ f^ pj (fused hy the Frcjich, 

Treaty made between the Directore Gen'^Tal, Preisident of 
the Council of C'haiidrrnagon- for the Honourable Company of 
France, and the CieiiUernen of tlie said C ouncil and Roger 
Drake Esej., Ciovernour of P'ort William, and the Gentlemen of 
the Secret C'cnmiiittee at Calcutta for the Honourable Company 
of England. 

.Xktk'ij: 1ST. 

The nations shall observe towards each other tlie most exact 
neutrality by land and hy water throughout the whole extent of 
the kingdom of l^engal during the course of the present war 
between France and England according to the orders of the 
Nabob. 

.VRTICLfc' 2ND. 

The neutrality shall extend to the False Point off the Palmiras 
inclusively in such manner that all on this side the said False 
Point shall be regarded on the same footing as the Ganges. 

Article 3HD. 

To render this present treaty more authentick there shall be 
sent by each of the contracting nations an instrument of it in the 

' This letter was sent by Mrs. Clive. See letter from Orme to Clive, dated 
19 June, 1757 
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Persian language signed by each to the Nabob of Bengal to have 
it guaranteed by him and his Ministers. 

Article 4TH. 

And to give a still greater validity to the present treaty we 
shall send an instrument of the treaty to Pondicherry to be there 
ratified by Monsieur the Commander General of all the French 
Settlements in the East Indies and by the Gentlemen of the 
Superior Council. 

Article 5TH. 

As soon as the said instrument shall be sent us back dressed in 
the above form it shall be delivered to the Gentlemen of Calcutta 
who in exchange shall give us the instrument which they acknow- 
ledge to have signed by Mr. Charles Watson, Admiral of Hi^ 
Brittannick Majesty’s squadron now riding at anchor in the Road 
of Calcutta. 

Article 6th. 

Until the exchange of the said instruments be ratified the two 
nations agree to commit no act of hostility towards each other 
and to observe the neutrality from this time forward with the 
utmost sincerity in such manner as has been prescribed by the 
Nabob of Bengali. 

Select Committee, 2 March, 1757. 

(6) Treaty as modified by the British, 

We Roger Drake Esq., President and Governour of Fort 
William, and others of the Select Committee (for affairs of the 
Honourable United East India Company of England) in Bengali 
and Peter Renault Esq., Directore General and President of the 
Council at Chandernagore for affairs of the Honourable East India 
Company of France, and others the Council there having agreed 
(for the mutual benefit of their respective employers as well as to 
prevent the calamities of war as much as in them lays within the 
Kingdom of Bengali and Provinces of Bahar and Orixa) to execute 
reciprocally a treaty for binding jthemselves and their successors 
to a 4fc»trality between the nations of Great Britain and France 
during the course of the present war between the Crowns, afore- 
said, and for that end having contracted and consented to observe a 
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strict neutrality by sea and land within the limits herein after men- 
tioned, and upon the terms and conditions herein after expressed, 
we do by these presents contract, agree, and consent to abide by the 
following Articles on the part and behalf of the Honourable United 
Company of Merchants of Engla^'d trading to the East Indies, 
provided the same be exactly fVserved Mnd performed by the 
Directore and Council of ( hruulernagore fit the part and behalf 
of the Honourabh' East India O'lnpany *>, France, viz.: — 

Artici I IS'l. 

The contracting paiut-s do roe to t)i';ser'e and preserve 
towards each other wiihnt the limits hereaft.T specified the most 
exact neutralit\ b\ land and w'ater during lh(‘ i ourse of the present 
war between the King of Crreat Rriiain and France, and do respec- 
tiveK engage lo use their whole 'Mideavour?. and do all in their 
p(>\\er t<^ pi event infringement kA this treaty by the Admirals 
or Commanders in Chief of shi}>s war belonging to either nation, 
'riicy further promise and agree to give no assistance either directly 
or indirectly to the enemies ol either party in case any differences 
should arise bctw'cen them and the country Government. 

AkTICLK ZiNI). 

I'he limits of this neutrality it is agreed shall extend as far as 
the true point of Pahniras inclusive towards the sea and shall 
reach and be observed throughout the Kingdom of Bengali and 
Provinces of Bahar and Orixa towards the land, within which 
limits and extent no hostilities shall be committed by sea or land 
!)>• either nation. 

To authenticate this treaty it is judged proper that the same 
should be confirmed and ratified by Charles Watson Esq. Vice- 
Admiral of the Blue Squadron of His Britannick Majesty’s ships and 
Commander in Chief of the squadron now riding before Calcutta 
on the one part, and Duval de Leyrit Esq. Governour of Pondi- 
cherry and the Superior Council there on the other. And we in 
consequence thereof do acknowledge to have in our hands the con- 
firmation of Vice-Admiral Watson, which w^e shall keep and 
deliver to the Directore and Company of Chandernagore upon 
receiving from them the ratification of the Governour and Superior 
Council of Pondicherry. 
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Article 4TH. 

In order to this the said Directore and Council of Chanderna- 
gore do bind themselves to send up immediately to Pondicherry a 
draft of this treaty and procure without loss of time a confirmation 
and ratification of the treaty in the fullest manner by thu 
Governour General of the French Settlements in India and by 
the Gentlemen of the Superior Council of Pondicherr}', which 
ratification they promise to deliver into our hands upon its 
arrival. 

Article 5TH. 

The two nations do agree to commit no act of hostilities 
towards each other but to observe the strictest neutrality from 
this time until the ratification shall arrive from Pondicherry and 
exchange be made on both sides. 

Article Orn. 

To validate this treaty and make it mort* authenticate, each of 
the contracting parties do agree to send a Persian form of a 
guarantee to the Suhah of these provinces and to use their joint 
endeavours to prevail upon him and his [)rmcipal Ministers and 
officers to sign and swear to the same. 

Article yTn. 

The contracting parties do further agree to refuse protection to 
any deserters from either side and to deliver them up, on a pardon 
being promised for the crime. But objections being made by the 
French deputies to this last Article we agree it shall not be put in 
force until a ratification of all the Articles be returned confirmed 
by the Directore and Council of Pondicherry (when) if that w'ith 
the six foregoing Articles are not confirmed in their true sense 
and meaning we shall esteem this treaty to be void, notwith- 
standing our endeavours have been sincere to establish a 
neutrality. 

Article 8th. 

In order to have the confirmation of this treaty ratified by 
Charles Watson Esq. Vice Admiral of the Blue and Commander 
in Chi|||Of His Majesty’s squadron in the East Indies, condition- 
ally tc^ne foregoing Articles, the French do on their part consent 
that they will not send any ship or ships to sea from Chanderna- 
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gore until the ratification of this neutrality be confirmed at 
Pondicherry and exchanged with us here, except the ship or vessel 
Admiral Watson shall permit to proceed out of the river Ganges 
with the French copy of the treaty of neutrality to be confirmed 
by the Governour and Superior Council of Pondicherry. 


263 . A General Muster of the Ttt'>ps near <' ilcuiia under Command 
(f Ma;{‘i fames :c!:. 


Company's. 




, Capt 

5 ^uiei 7 r - - !. 

I Capt I ''hf*;' iiiiu' 111 j 

Capt, 1 “i a/.**' 112 i ' i 

I Tram .. j -- j 1 

’ VoluniK‘rs _ — . . ; ^ 



13 - JO. — 

J05 - T19 — 



:1i 




50, — 199I 

— ,8 10 , 12 381 
1- *3i 


. 3 3 


ij S 15 » — - - 8 ' 10 12 250 

! : 


Memorandi'm -On lOhinuinU iit liallasore 2 gunners. On command from Captain 
Lehcaume's Companv 2 centinels. Officers' names to the 0>mpanies Captain Muier, 
Captain- 1 . 1C ntonam Castairs, Captain Lebeanme, l>u;utenant I'yer, Ensign Dalla- 
bar.s. Captain Julin I'ra/er, Lieutenant Keir, Adjutant William Gibbons. Ensign 
I'ntchard, lin.sign Kuler. In iht HospiUiU 2 scrjeaiits, 2 ccn-porals. 2 drummers. 


.Se.^IlOJ 's CniniMiij . .Siibardar. fcmiiidar Ila\ilJar Naick* 'I oiu Tom Seaiwys. j Total- , 

— 5 ^ J ' : 2 O 5 1 278 i 

1 ; ! I 

Kirois excepted, 

Per 1*. Rr>. PhAKkKS, Commissajy. 

264 . Extract from a letter from Admiral ira/.s '077 to the Nawab, 
dated -- Pcbriiarw 1757 . 

The read}' obedience I paid to your desire in not attacking the 
French will, I persuade myself, convince you that nothing but the 
strongest necessity could make me again apply to you on that 
subject. I beg you will give your most serious attention to what 
I am going to say. Immediately on the receipt of one of your 
past letters I not only gave over all thoughts of attacking the' 
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French, but invited them to enter into a treaty of neutrality and 
to send people here t9 settle the terms ; but judge what must 
have been my surprize, when after they were in some manner 
settled, the French deputies ow'ned that they had no power to 
secure to us the observance of the treaty, in case any commander 
of theirs should come with a great pow'er after my departure! 
You are too reasonable not to see, that ti is impossible for me io 
conclude a treaty with people who have no power to do it ; and which be- 
sides, while it ties my hands, leaves those of my enemies at liberty to do 
me what mischief they can. They have also for a long time reported 
that Monsieur Bussy is coming here with a great armv. Is it to 
attack you ? Is it to attack us ^ You are going to Patna. You 
ask our assistance. Can we with the least degree of prudence 
march with you, and leave our enemies behind us? You will then 
be too far off to support us, and w'c shall be unable to defend our- 
selves. Think what can be done m this situation. I sec but one 
way. Let us take Chandernagorc, and secure ourselves against 
any apprehensions from that quarter, and then wt* will assist you 
with every man in our power, and go with nou (\en to Delhi if 
you will. Have w'e sw'orn rccij)ro( ally that the friends and the 
enemies of the one should be regarded as such ])y the other ? 
And wdll not God, the avenger of perjury, j)unish us if we do not 
fulfill our oaths ? What can I say more '' Let me request the 
favour of your speedy answ'er. 

265. Letter from the Nuuab io M. Ihtssy, dated — Lcbriiary, 1757. 

Surajah Dow'la to the exalted in station, gieatest among great 
officers, the support of friendships. Monsieur Busie Bahauder. 

These disturbers of my country, the Admiral and Colonel Clive 
Sabiit Jung, whom bad fortune attends, without any reason what- 
ever are warring against Zubdatoot Toojah, Monsieur Rennault 
the Governor of Chandernagorc. This you will learn from his 
letters. I, who in all things seelfthe good of mankind, assist him 
in every respect, and have sent him the best of my troops that he 
may join wdth them and fight the English, and if it becomes 
necessai|||l will join him myself. 1 hope in God, these English, 
who ar^mfortunate, wdll be punished for the disturbances they 
have raised. Be confident. Look on my forces as your own. I have 
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wrote you before for 2,000 soldiers and musketry under the com- 
mand of one or two trusty chiefs. I persuade myself you have 
already sent them as I desired. Should you not I desire you will do 
me the pleasure to send them immediately. Further particulars you 
will learn from Monsieur Rennault. Oblige me with frequent news 
of your health. 

266. Extract Jrom a letter />ojii ( oloncl 4 'tree i > .Vr. Watts, dated 
C. I March, 

I mentioned to you in my la-i that ban |»r ^mises would not 
signify again^^i letters ' “uched 11. the, posnivc terms they are. 
Thi< is the opjoion (jf th(' ComniiittM rul “\uiy one here, and a 
neutraiit)' will be settled to-moriow, to aIucIi 1 beg you will use 
yo^T inton .st with the N<'ii»ob to . \ cannot be of your 

way of thinking that tlu' Nabob wi!! not .ibicle by any part of the 
agreement so solemnly L>worn 10 it does not appear that such 
an opinion is backed by any jmM is. If this should he the case other 
matters must be thought of. I hope by this time you are in 
possession of C'os^imbu/ar and that the Nabob has given orders 
for the payment of lack of rupees. 

I am, <S:c. Nir., Rohert Clive. 

P.S. -The Admiral and myself arc determined not to be guilty 
of a breach of faith in attacking Charnagore contrary to the 
express order from the Nabob. 

267. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clivc to Colonel Adlercrofi, 
dated Camp, 2 March, 1757. 

On the 3rd in the morning th<‘ van [of the Nabob's army] ap- 
peared in sight. The army took up all that day and the next in 

passing, and encamped at the of Calcutta town about the 

distance of two miles from our camp. . . . We soon felt the in- 
convenience of their neighbourhood by all our coolies lScc. deserting 
us and a great scarcity of provisions : this as well as many other 
considerations induced me to attack him, which wetiid on the 5th 
of February in the morning, for the particulars of which give me 
leave to refer you to the enclosed Journal. 

The officers and soldiers both King’s and Companies’ behaved 
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with great coolness and resolution. Near a fifth part of the military, 
which did not amount to 500 rank and file, suffered. This tryal in 
my opinion speaks much in favour of the troops, especially the 
King’s, who never before had been accustomed to oppose such 
great numbers. 


268. Letter from ('oloncl Clive to Select Committee, Fott Saint 
Gcorf^e, dated Camp opposite to Barnaf^ul, j March, 1757. 

HoN'OUKAiiLK Sir and Sirs,- I had but just time to write you 
a very short letter by the Success galley after our attack on the 
Nabob’s camp. The Delau'ar has since sailed for England, and 
as my advices to the Secret Committee by that ship and the 
Syren sloop, who sailed <.ome days before, were ver> full and 
reached as low as the 22nd February. I take the liberty to refer to 
them for a particulai account of occurrences till that time. For 
want of assistants to draw out fresh copies, I am obliged to 
transmit to you my duplicates for England open for your 
perusal, and request you will afterwards forward them by the 
Walpole. 

By the conclusion of these ad\ ices, you will observe that 1 had 
reason to think that all military operations were at an end in this 
province, and that we might return to the C'oast, leaving a suit- 
able force for the defence of the Company's estate here. Accord- 
ingly the 24th Februar}', I addressed Admiral Watson on the 
subject, copy of which lette r and his letter arc inclosed. Though 
the large ships W'ere intended to remain here untill September, I 
hoped to prevail on him to let the King's troops proceed on 
the twenty -gun ship and sloop, and as soon as I saw^ the 
execution of the Nabob’s engagements in some forwardness, I 
intended to havcj followed with the grenadier company, half 
the Train and half the seapoys efftbarked on the Marlborough and 
Protector. 

Fresh difficulties have been daily started about the neutrality 
with the French, which has occasioned it to remain unconcluded 
to this How'ever, the Articles were at last drawn up by the 

Committee and sent to Admiral Watson for his approval, and it 
was expected that every thing would have been concluded to-day, 
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but in a letter just rtow received from the Admiral he refuses to 
agree to any neutrality untill the articles return ratified from Pondi- 
cherry, which I imagine v^ill put a stop to the whole negotiation, 
and make us think of other measures for settling the affairs of this 
province. 

It is some time since we have had letters from the Nabob or 
e\ en from Mr. Watts who attends the Darhar, which leaves me at 
a loss how far the Articles of the treaty have been fulfilled. As I 
had last night the pleasiue of hearing that the Mamooda was 
already arrived in the river, and that the Rcrnis^r and Orixa with 
the French prize taken on the Malabar Coast were at Ballasore, I 
shall always be able to force a (:omj)iicUic'(; fron the Nabob, should 
there be a necessity for it. My concern i-. that by this uncertainty 
of his ready performance of all the Articles 1 ( an take no measures 
for the immediate return of part of the troops to the Coast though 
the season is so far advanced. A few days I think must set the 
affair in a clear light, and I hope time enough will be left me in 
this momoon to dispatch to you whatever men can possibly be 
sjKired from hence. Should rny hopes of a passage by sea be 
frustrated, I apprehend a march from Ballasore to Vizagapatam 
might be effected. In my present situation I can only assure you 
that I am perfectly sensible of the ne('essity of our speedy return, 
and that whatever is practicable with prudence shall not be un- 
at tempted on my part. 

I have had occasion to make several promotions among the 
military of which a list is inclosed, and 1 flatter myself they will 
meet with your approval and confirmation. Captain Maskelyne 
and Lieutenant Brooke being in an ill state of health, have leave 
[to] return to the Coast on this ship. 

Enclosed are the Paymaster’s accounts for January, also one 
bill of exchange on the Paymaster for the King’s regiment at 
Fort Saint Geoige for Arcot rupees 3,500 advanced to Captain 
Nicholas Weller for subsistence to the King’s troops on this 
expedition. 

The teapoys being desirous of remitting some money for the 
maintenance of their families on the Coast, I have given bills on 
the President and Council of Fort Saint George for Arcot rupees 
^>945 in favor of Purbud Sing of Fort Saint David, and three 
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ha^ildars with two seapoys now take (passage on the Walpole to 
see the right distribution of it. 

As I brought none of the husbulkookums with the phirmaund, I 
must recommend that some of the copies authenticated by the 
Codjce be immediately forwarded to the Gentlemen here ; particu- 
larly of those which relate to this Subah, and duplicates of them 
will be necessary for fear of miscarriage. It is not improbable but 
some difficulties will arise for want of them about the villages to 
be delivered over to us, as they are not particularized in the 
phirmaund, 

I have, c\:c. &c., Rouekt Clive. 

J 69 . Letter from Admiral Watson to Select Committee, Fort William, 
dated j March, 1757 . 

Gentlemen, — I have the favour of your letter of yesterday’s 
date, accpiainting me the Nabob having signified his dislike to any 
hostilities being committed on the I^rench within his territories, 
has occasioned you to alter your opinion of acting offensively 
against the French within the Ganges, and the I'rench having 
applied to you to enter into a neutrality you have drawn up Articles 
fur that purpose and desire my sentiments and aj)probation thereon 
before you sign it. My approbation you always may dej^end on in 
everything that will tend to the Company’s advantage. How far 
this neutrality will answer that end you must be the best judges. 
However as }’Ou have desired my sentiments thereon, I have very 
maturely considered the Articles you have drawn up and am of 
opinion the treaty ought not to take place till such time it is 
returned from Pondicherry ratilied and confirmed and then upon 
your signifying to me my observing such a neutrality will be the 
properest step that can be taken for the advantage of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, I shall upon such a representation have no objection 
to giving you my promise thereto.^ 

This would be making a neutrality on the surest foundation 
that can be obtained in this part of the world and indeed upon 
my hearing the first hints from the. French of this design, I did 
suppose UJiCommittee at Chandernagorc was invested with proper 
powers to make and confirm such a treaty of themselves, other- 
wise 1 should not have listened to them as much as I did. But 
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since I have been assured b^ the preoent deputies they have not 
those powers but that the Articles must be sent to Pondicherr}' to 
be there ratified and confirmed I can by no means think of agreeing 
to such a neulrilit>, whereby it is so e\ident the I renrh will ha\t 
c\er\ adNantage and we subject t > c\er} uncertainty Will they 
not reap immediate benefit by tii neuti dlt^ as it now stands’ 
ind further shill wt bt ctrtain dI its beiiif^ complied with till it 
IS r turned from Pondichtrr\ 1 itificd and confirmed by the 
Governor and Council there ’ I h s appeirs t me to be giving so 
sensible an ad\ intage to th Fni ch withoi t v n a possibility of 
bfnefitting by it oursebc*^ that with regard to mvself I cannot 
thinl cf giving my constnl t > its t il'in^ \ 1 u nil such time as we 
irt certain it will be agreed to b\ tlu joxernci ud Council (f 
1 ondieherrv 

The sixth Article siis in ordti t i ih ^ it this treaty and make 
It more authentic both piities shill st n i i Peisiaii form of a 
guarantee to tht Nab )b ind list thur joint endf wcurs to preiailon 
him ind some of his pnncipil officers t) sign iiid sweai to the 
simc 

I makt no doubt f this bein^ a \ei\ piopti meisure of making 
the treatv lasting ind him between both natu ns, provided the 
object ons to tlu Nabob bung ] loperh qu ilificd for such an 
office were removed It is nc w three weeks since the Peue com 
menced in which inanv \rticks were promised bv him Are they 
yit complied with Givemek ivet go a little fuitherand askwhen 
thev will be complied with ’ I am afriid it is ti o dithc ult a question 
to bt answt red with any degree of txactncbs Is it reasonable then 
to suppose if the Nabob should sign this guarantee and swear to the 
observ ince of it, th it ht will pav iny more legaid to that than he 
h IS done to the fulhlhng the seveial Articles of the Peace ’ 01 is it 
the policy of this countpy to phot vour confidence in the man 
who h IS not observed his word, though bound bv the most solemn 
piotestations If it is you could not pitch upon i more proper 
man to guarantee this treaty than the min you have chose. 
But as you have desired my sentiments on this matter, I must beg 
leave to tell vou, that I by no means think the Nabob ought to be 
addressed on this subject, till he has faithfully fulfilled all the 
Articles of the Peace, and that appears to me to be the most 
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necessary business to be hastened, and I think as short time as 
possible should be given him for the coYnpIeting it. If he intends 
peace and to continue in friendship with us he will comply, if not 
he will deal evasively to gain time, till he thinks himself strong 
enough to return here again. Therefore it is my opinion you 
should acquaint him unless the Articles are complied with by such 
a time you should esteem him as an enemy and act accordingly. 

This, Gentlemen, from the best reflections I have been able to 
make is my sincere opinion of the subject you desired. 

I am, &c. cS:c., Charles \Vats('N. 

Inclosed I return you the deputies’ answers to articles. 

J70. Extract from a Iciicv from the XiiiCLtb to Colonel Clive, dated 
4 March, 1757. 

Your friendly letter upon the occasion of your affairs with the 
French I have received and taken due notice of the contents. I 
shall never give any assistance to the French. If in defiance of 
all former customs they ('vor attempt to occasion any disturbance 
in the King’s dominions, I will punish them for it, and put a stop 
to their commerce in the country. Upon my being informed of 
your intention of attacking the French factory I wrote to you 
what was necessary upon that occasion. The forces which I sent 
that way were for the protection of the royal territories, not for 
the assistance of the b'rench. It has given me the utmost satis- 
faction that you have wisely considered and reflected upon what 1 
wrote you, and that you paid a due regard to the established 
customs in desisting from your design against the French. I 
have likewise wrote to the French and made use of all necessary 
means to engage them to consent to make peace with you, which 
1 make no doubt of their complying with. I shall send a trusty 
person for both your agreements which I will preserve among my 
own papers. 

Wrote in the Nabob's oum hand. 

The advanced forces of the new King are endeavouring to make 
an errup®^n into Bengal and I purpose marching to Azimabad.^ 
If you will join me upon this occasion and go with me, I will 

Patna. 
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allow you every month a lakh of rupees during the time you 
continue with me for the maintenance of your army. Write me 
speedily an answer to this. 


271. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee^ Fort William^ 
dated 4 March, 1757- 

Gentllmi-N, — As Mr. Watson has declined accepting the two 
expedients proposed to hnn b} i*'', 111 refusing either to attack 
('handernagore immediateiv or enter into such a neutrality with 
the French as we ha\e recommended to him and which we think 
greatly for the benefit of tht Fast India C'onipiiin both in these 
Provinces and on the Coast of ('oioinandel. 1 think he has taken 
the consequences of all miscarriages upoi* himself as in so doing, 
if I am not misinformed, he runs countci His Majesty's instruc- 
tions, which require that he shmild gi\c‘ attention to all repre- 
sentations made to him b\ the Company's Ag< nts in India for 
their service. 

This leads me very seriousK to cnnsid(‘i the situation of the 
Company's affairs on the Coast, and the positive orders I have 
received from the President and ( ommittee of Madias to return 
.It all events, with as great a part of the forces under my command 
as could pos^.ibly be spared. 1 hi'^, Gentlemen, you are fully 
acquainted with and must be sensible nothing can induce me to 
ribcjue any longer m\ return to the Coa^t (now rendered very 
uncertain by the lateness of the season / but the immediate attack 
of Chandernagore, become in my opinion absolutely necessary if 
the neutralit\ be- refused. Do but reflect Gentlemen, what will be 
the opinion of the world of these our late proceedings ? Did we 
not in consequence of a letter received from the Governour and 
Council of Chandernagore making offers of a neutrality within the 
Ganges, in a manner accede to it by desiring they would send 
deputies, and that xvc would gladl> come into such a neutrality 
with them? and have we not since their arrival drawn out Articles 
that were satisfactory to both parties and agreed that such 
Articles should be reciprocally signed, sealed and sworn to? 
What will the Nabob think after the promises made him on our 
side and after his consenting to guarantee this neutrality ? He and 
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all the world will certainly think that we are men of a trifling, 
insignificant disposition, or that we are men without principles. 
It is therefore incumbent on us to exculpate ourselves by declaring 
the real truth, that we w'crc* entirely ignorant of Mr. Watson’s 
intentions to refuse the neutrality in the manner proposed and 
settled by us, and that wc always thought him of a contrary 
opinion to what his letter declares. I am persuaded these must 
be the sentiments of the Gentlemen of the Committee, or they 
never would have gone such lengths as must expose them to tlni 
censure of all reasonable, conscientious men. 

You may be assured the instant the French find their offers of 
neutrality refused, they will imint^diately assist the Nabob in all 
his designs against us, if he has tht‘ least intentions c^f not cornidy- 
ing with the late Articles of Peace ; it may then be too late to 
wish Mr. Watsem had beem pleased to ])ay more attention to our 
representations. 

(live me leave, Cientlemcn, furtluT to represent that though 
Mr. Watson has done everything that could be exj^ected from a 
brave and gallant man and has been greatly instrumental toward:^ 
settling the affairs of this Province, that our future operations 
against the Nabob will chiefly depeml upon the land forces, and 
the officers of such forces must certainly be the best judges of 
what can be eftected by land ; and I do take upon mo to give it as 
mine and my officers’ opinion that success against th(‘ Nabob and 
the FYench together will be very precarious, notwithstanding th(' 
arrival of the Pombay troops which fall short in real strength of 
the detachment on board the Cumberland. I must therefore request 
you will join w'ith me in desiring Mr. W’atson a third time to 
ratify the neutrality in the manner agreed upon, and if he refuses, 
to desire he will attack Chandernagore by water immediately, as 
I am ready to do b\ land with the forces under my com- 
mand ; if he refuses this likewise he becomes responsible for ever}’ 
misfortune that may happen to the East India Company’s 
affairs. 

This ^ne I propose leaving all the forces I can possibly spare 
for thefflience of the Company’s Settlements, rights and privileges 
in Bengali and return with the rest immediately to the Coast, 
agreeable to the positive orders received from the President and 
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Committee of Madras, and I must request you will order proper 
conveyances for that purpose. 

I am, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

272. Letter from Admiral Watson to the Nawa}\ dated 4 March, 1757 . 

I answered your letter of the 2nth of hi-t month some days 
past. I suppose \ou have cie now received it, and are thereby 
fully convinced the falsely »od ( i' the French vackeeVs informa- 
tions of my intention to break tlu Peace. It you still want 
further proofs of the sincLiity witb which 1 made it, and the 
desire I have to preserve* it, you will find the i in my patience, 
which has not only suffered your part of ih** treaty to be thus long 
unexecuted, but has cvm boriu* witl your assisting my enemies 
the French with men and mi»ney, contrary e*. your faith pledged 
to me in the most solemn manner, that my enemies should be 
yours.' 

* A it thus that scldicrs and iiun if honour never violate their 
words ?’ r>ut it is now time to speak plain, if you are really 
desirous of preserving your country in peace and your subjects from 
misery and ruin, in ten days from the date of this, fulfil your part 
of the tn'aty in every Article, that I may not have the least cause 
of complaint : otherwise, remember, you must answer for the 
consecjuences : and as I have ahvays acted the open, unreserved 
part in all iny dealings with you, I now acquaint yon that the 
remainder of the troops, w'hich should have been here long since 
fand which I hear the Colonel told you he expected) will be at 
Calcutta in a few' days ; that in a few days more I shall dispatch 
a vessel for more ships and more troops ; and that I will kindle 
such a flame in your country, as all the water in the Ganges shall 
not be able to extinguish. Farew^el : remember that he promises 
you’ this, who nev^^r yet broke his w'ord with you or wuth any man 
w’h at soever. 

-^73- Letter from Admiral ]V aison to Colonel Clive, dated 
6 March, 1757. 

If the Nabob should not give his consent to our attacking the 
French, I will desist, provided the gentlemen of the Committee 
strongly represent to me that it will be more for the Company’s 

VOL. II. 38 
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interest that I should not undertake anything against the French; 
for, as the Declaration of War is an order to all officers under the 
King to distress the enemy as far as it is in their power, the Com- 
mittee here should take it upon themselves the concluding a 
neutrality ; but I will take upon me to give my word, that I will 
not commit any hostility against the French here, unless the 
Governor- General and Superior Council of Pondicherry will not 
consent to a neutrality within the Ganges. 

274. Extract from a letter to the Ditcctios, dated Isle of Eiancc, 

7 Maych, 1757. Sii^uatured 

The N«awab of Bengal has sncci'eded in driving the English 
from all their settlements in IVngal. The Factory of Golgotha- 
held out for three days only. The Governor of that place 
embarked tlie second da\ of the attai k with the wcmicn and 
two hundrc'd of the best troops. This tr(‘achery was tho cause 
of so much C(mlusion, that the ships, which wore undermanned, 
have for the most piirt run ashore .ind fedkn into the hands of the 
enemy who finind immense booty in th( m, the i.nglish having put 
on hoard considerable sums (h*posited with the Goxernor by the 
lords in revolt against the Nawab. These same tieasures which 
the Prince had reclaimed were the cause of tlu war. .Vfter the 
flight of the Governor there nmiained in the I'ort at Golgotha 
about 150 English, wdio in several attacks ga\e signs of their great 
courage, but want of discipline caused their destruction. They 
were made prisoners and thrown into a dungeon so small that the 
next morning 124 w’ere suffocated. The town also was given up 
to pillage. Many Christians were put to the sw’ord. Many w'omen 
W'cre drowned in the Ganges w^hilst trying to save themselves from 
the Moors. The sack of this unhappy towm lasted more than a 
month. 

275. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Xoicaby dated 7 March, 1757 * 

The letter which you did me the honour to write to me I have 
receimd. I w’as very inclinable to enter into a neutrality wdth the 
PTcnch, but I found upon endeavouring to treat with them, they 
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h;id no powers to make a peace with us till it was confirmed at 
Pondicherry, which could no*: he effected in less than three months. 
It gave me great concern to find you so strongly insist on the 
neutrality with the French, which is attended with all the 
advantage on their side and moi^t prejudicial to us. What we 
agr<v to will he immediately binding, but nliat the} agree to will 
be cf no signification till ratified hv the (TtAvinor of Pondicherry, 
and whilst all (Mir forces mc erj. ployed in a^-isting you against 
yoiir enemies, Monsieer Bij>sy ma \ come arui ittonipt to destroy 
our Settlement. In the last war iween us and the French, the 
Nabob of Amot ordered the ICnghsh and Fi-i-eh not to commit 
hostilities in his dominions, and a n* ulrality wa^ agreed on, which 
was laithfullv (observed <-iionr part.bni the* b irnch when they were 
strongest attacked and to()k trom ns ^ hinap.itam. This you must 
ha\e heard of. How can \\v |>ni niy (M>ntidence or reliance in 
their agreement to a neutrahl\ r lo give you a convincing proof 
of my sincerit\’, b}’ that tiiuc \(>i: r(*ceivc this h.’ttei, I shall be as 
far (Ml my way as ( haiifu rnagore, where I will ^v:Lit without com- 
mitting any hostilities against the hreiich. till I receive your 
lettiU', which I ho])e will be satisfactory. ir\(>nr l'-\cellcnc\ v\ill 
but S(.Tiously consider that by going to Patna with you I submit 
everything ttJ your ])leasure, it cannot leave }oii the least doubt of 
my intention (3f sharing with you your good or bad fortune. By 
the blessing of God }'oii will (^veixaunr your enemies. 


2yf). Letter from Ctflojiel Clirc to Soiulkumary dated S March, 1757 - 

I am now in peace and frieiidshii) uith the Nabob, and agree- 
able to his desire arn marching with iny army to join him at 
Muxadabad. I write this that you may not be alarmed at my 
approach. Rest .issiired that I have given the strictest orders 
that no person in my army shall in an}' w'ise molest your tenants, 
and that any one that shall be found guilty of any offence towards 
them shall be punished in the severest manner. D(J you on }Our 
part give orders to all the tenants within your jurisdiction to 
attend wdth a buzar to furnish my army with a plenty of pro- 
visions. 


38— 2 
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277. Letter from Select Committee, Fort William, to the French 

Council, Chandernagore, dated 8 March, 1757. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — Messrs. Fournier, Nicholas, and 
Le Conte delivered us 7 letters cf the 23rd F'ebruary. We are 
sorry it was not in our power to expedite the treaty of neutrality 
those gentlemen came to negociate with us. The delay was owing 
to some difference in sentiments with Vice-Admiral Watson. That 
gentleman has now consented to ratify the treaty provided 
another Article he inserted by which you oblige yourselves to send 
no ships abroad till the arrival of the ratiiication from Pondi- 
cherry. We doubt not your Honours <S:c. will acquiesce to that 
Article as expressed in the treaty which we have executed and 
now transmit to you by Richard Hecher Ksq. one of our body, 
whom we have directed to deliver it into your hands upon 
receiving from you the counterparts of the treaty duly executed 
and sworn to. We are with esteem, tvc. cVc. 

278. Letter from Mr. Vcrnci to the Duiih JUirctor and Council, 

Hugli, dated Cossinglnizar, 9 March, 1757.^ 

The Holi- festival having come to an end yesterday the 'Lcakil 
this morning personally presented His Honour the Director's 
arzi to the Nawab, but he had no sooner let him read it, than he 
grew very angry and gave vent to much abusive language, asking 
the wakil whether the Dutch were playing the f(^ol with him, at 
the same time ordering him to be pinioned and to have him 
shambocked, which, however, upon the advice of Raja Durlabh 
Ram and Jagat Seth was not carried out. He, however, had him 
locked up in the Munslii Khana till this very evening when he sent 
him the inclosed pavK^ana with orders to inform the first under- 
signed that the said parwana must immediately be forwarded and 
a reply thereto be speedily sent. He has also sent a gold-stick 
bearer to the first undersigned to show him Your Honour's arci 
torn into little pieces, and to say that the Prince always acts thus 
with^ch like impertinent letters, and [to ask] who w'e thought we 

' Vernei Papers, Hague. 

2 A Hindu festival, during which the Hindu clerks would not be expected to do 
any work. 
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were in our conceit in daring to make such a demand. To which 
we replied that we had ask^^r^ nothing that we did not consider fair, 
and that it appeared to us that a nation like ours, that brought so 
many treasures into the kingdom surely deserved to enjoy more 
privileges than the French, who brought at most from four to 
five lakhs into the country, and that what we requested bore no 
comparison to what the English iiad enjo\cd, who at best could 
not be placed on more than m eijiial level with us, whereupon the 
said messenger took ins d' partuii in a ve-y off-hand manner. 
Messrs. Jagat S(‘th and Raja Diui ibh Ram were not remiss in 
sa\ing inucli in our favour to the Nawab, hut t ik' purpose. 

^Ve request a speedy answer to ihc piU\K\inay whilst we name 
ourselvos with great respect, cvr. tVe 

279. Letter from Colonel Clive to tlu L'niich ( ouncily Chanderfiagore, 
dated Ctimpy q Marchy 1757. 

CiKNTLEMKN, — I aiii unciei no apprehension of any accident 
thiit may happen to tht- fieet of boats, as I have taken proper 
care to have them out of danger. I v^y sincerely declare to you, 
that at this present time I liave no intention to attack your Settle- 
ment. If I should alter my mimiy I shall not fail to advise you of it, 

I am sorry you give me so much reason to complain of your 
ungenteel behaviour in inticing away our soldiers and sailors. We 
have taken one of your people in the very fact, and you may be 
asMired he shall suffer the punishment he deserves, and that 
neither the Admiral nor myself shall ever be satisfied, till every 
man of them is delivered up to us. 

I have no intention of acting offensively against your nation at 
present ; whenever 1 have, you may be assured 1 shall frankly 
acquaint you with it. 

You will please to observe that this practice of decoying our men 
was made use of even when the negotiation was in agitation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c., R. Clive. 

-280. Letter from Mr, Watts to the Select CommitteCy Fort William, 
dated Moorshedabad, 10 March, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — I addressed you the 3rd, 6th, 
and 7th. By the first and last went letters from the Nabob to 
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the Admiral and Colonel, to which answers are with impatience 
expected. 

I am just returned from visiting the Nabob. He has ordered 
Juggutseat to pay me twenty thousand gold modrSy^ who waits 
till he receives it from the Nabob’s treasury, and which he hourly 
expects; part of the money I hope to receive to-morrow; the 
Nabob has positively ordered his mutsuddies - to be expeditious in 
delivering over the goods and effects he has in his possession, and 
his writers to write perwannahs agreeable to his agreement ; he 
desires according to the terms of the phir 7 naufidy you will send for 
the ZemindarSy purchase, content them and take possession of the 
38 villages; if they should apprehend the Nabob's anger for 
selling them, acquaint me and I will get them the Nabob’s order; 
the Nabob says you may coin ^iccas in Calcutta whenever you 
please, and swore this morning before me by God and his Prophet 
he would comply with every part of his contract. 

The Nabob said he could not write, but desired I would inform 
you that if you was determined to attack the French, he would 
not intermeddle or give them the least assistance, he only requests 
to be informed of your sentiments three or four days before you 
begin upon action. 

I desire you will send me a particular account of what treasure 
there was in the Factory when the place was taken, and what 
other goods and effects belonging to the Company exclusive of 
what you found there, and also an account of the money, jewels 
and effects belonging to private persons, as also a particular account 
of what was out of the Factory in the several houses. 

I desire you will send up to me the gumastahs of the several 
aurungs, both those belonging to the Company and private people 
or tenants of Calcutta, that from them I may learn what was 
taken by the Nabob’s people, and what by others, with the names 
of the villages. Zemindars, Subadars, &c. Be assured I shall exert 
myself night and day to recover w^hat I can for everybody. 

Omichaund mentioned to the Governor, Colonel and me, that 
Rui^yetroy, as acting as vacqiieel in getting the three laak of 
rupees, expected the same allowance of 10 per cent, as they used 
to get on payment of all money to the Nabob, to which if I 

^ Worth at that time about sixteen rupees each. 
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remember right we assented to; however lest I should be mistaken, 
I request your immediate directions. If we consented to his taking 
the lo per cent, he must have it ; if we did not I think it advisable 
to comply with his request. He is a man of sense and weight, and 
in great favour with the Nabob, ai d has it much in his power to 
expi'dite our business, without whose assistance we shall meet 
with many obstructions and obstacles from the Nabob’s Ministers. 

I desire you will answer this expeditiously. 

I am, &c. &c., W. Watt 

281. Letter from the to A dmunL ITtitsow, d itcd 10 Marchy 1757. 

Your obliging answei to my letter 1 have reeeivt.d, wherein you 
write that your suspicions ar*: at an - nd, and that on the receipt 
of my letter you forbore attacking t'handernagore and sent for 
their people to make peace, and wrote out tne terms of agreement; 
but when they were about signing them, they declared that if they 
signed the Articles, and any otl^T commander should arrive, they 
could not be answerable tor hi.^ adhering to them : and that on 
this account there was no Peace, You also write many other 
l)articulars, of which I am well acquaiiited. It is true, if it is the 
custom of the French that if one man makes an agreement, another 
will not comply with it, what security is there? My forbidding war 
on my borders was because the French were my tenants, and upon 
this affair desired my protection : on this I wrote you to make 
peace, and no intentions had I of assisting or favouring them. 

You have understanding and generosity : if your enemy with an 
upright heart claims your protcctioUy you will give him his lifCy hut 
then you must be well satisfied of the innocence of his intentions ; if 
noty whatever you think riglitythat dod 

282. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Orme, dated 
II Marchy 1757. 

Pray remit all the money of mine in your hands to Bengal time 
enough to get bills by the September ship. These are dangerous 
times. 

Apply to Pigot for news. I am going to Patna, or Dilly, or 
somewhere. 

* It was this paragraph that encouraged the Admiral and Colonel to ptoceed in 
their attack of Chandernagore. — Iv€9 
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283. Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Clive^ dated ii March, 1737. 

By your letters to Nuncomar I learn your intention of coming 
to visit me at Muxadavad which gave me great satisfaction. I 
am very impatient to have the pleasure of seeing you, and our 
friendship shall never cease, but be always encreasing. 

28^. Letter from Colonel Clive to Admiral Watson, dated Camp, 

II March, 1757. 

Sir, — I have received your favour by the hands of Mr. Walsh, 
I fear it will be impossible for the Fort to furnish sufficient ammu- 
nition, particularly powder for the battering cannon, and that we 
must be obliged to you for assistance. Plank cScc. we can provide. 

If the place should be attacked, you may be persuaded nothing 
in my power shall be left unattempted to enfilade the line of guns 
to the river side, and take off as much lire as possible, for which 
purpose it will be necessary to attack the town at least 3 days 
before your arrival, in order to master it, to make a proper disposi- 
tion and to erect batteries. 

I return you many thanks for sending the 20 gun ship to protect 
our boats, this will p^revent our dividing for the present, and I can 
encamp to-morrow between Charnagorc and Chinsura, which will 
frighten away all the coolies and other assistance, and at the same 
time hasten the withdrawing the Nabob’s forces which N uncomour’s 
vakeel has absolutely promised. If the promise is fulfilled, I shall 
look upon the Nabob’s consent as obtained. This with the 
encouragement from Mr. Watts, the tranquillity upon the Coast, 
and the fresh supply of force on the Cumberland ought in my 
opinion to be a strong inducement for our attacking the palace. 
The Major ^ and I proj'>ose addressing the Committee on that head 
early to-morrow morning. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the Gentlemen on the 
Coast are sending 400 more seapoys on Rinna.- 

Our hircarras inform that half the Nabob’s are already set 
forward for Patna, and that he is to march with the other half 
to-m^ow. Omichund is then to return to us. 

I am, &c. &c., R. Clive. 

* Major Killpatrick. ® Possibly this should be * on the Ortxa . ' 
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2S5. Letter from Colonel Clive to the French Council^ Chandernagore, 
dated C^nip, ii March, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I have received the letter you did me the honour 
to write. 

It will answer no purpose writinf]: on these subjects till something 
final is determined. Thouj^h you arc ])lf,‘ased to say you have 
refused many deserters, I heli( v<‘ few of them were soldiers. I 
am not ignorant of the number desertt*! belonging to us in 
your garrison. 

The innocent man \ou incntii»n was taken in disguise, had 
invited a sailor to drink ^^e.ine country beer n which was infused 
a quantity of arrack: he had too an interpreter with him who 
spoke English, and wanted to inti- e him into a boat stationed at 
Earnagul for that puiposc; ho\\e\i r as it was a sailor, who was 
concerned, I have sent Mensiem ] irden to the Admiral. If you 
have anything to say in favour of the unfortunate man, please to 
address the Admiral. 

I have, «S:c. (S:c., Roi^ekt Clive. 

2S6. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Pigot, dated Camp, 

IT March, 1757. 

SiK, — Having just heard that the Walpole is still in the river, I 
am in hopes that this will reach you. Since my last the Cumberland 
is arrived, by whom I received your favour of the ist instant. 

I have already acquainted you of the revolution which has 
happened at Dillv, since which the Nabob writes me he has 
received advices that the Afghans arc marching towards his 
Provinces. He has desired me in the strongest terms to join him, 
and has offered to pay a lack of rupees per month for the main- 
tenance of the forces. The Gentlemen here as well as myself are of 
opinion the offers are too advantageous to be refused ; indeed, our 
late treaty binds us to assist him, end I need not represent that 
if this plunderer get into the Province there will be an end to the 
Company’s affairs for some time. Part of the Nabob’s army are 
already marched for Patna, and he himself will leave Muxadabad 
very soon with the rest. 

I began my march on the 8th, and am close to Chandernagore# 
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The Nabob testifies some reluctance at our attacking this place; 
however, I am in hopes we shall not leave it behind us. The large 
ships I believe will move up on Monday. The arrival of the Bombaj 
troops; with those on the Cumberland, and the coming from 

the Coast, will render our force considerable, and I hope all these 
disturbances will be at an end time enough for me to be with you 
in September, before which I had very little hopes of seeing Madras 
had nothing of this kind happened. 

Cassimbazar Factory with a considerable quantity of goods arc* 
restored, and I believe the rest of the Articles will very soon he 
complied w'lth ; the 3 hu/cs will be paid in a day or tw'o. 

The Gentlemen of the Committee will excuse my not WTiting 
them, having but just time to finish this. 


2S7. Letter from Admiral 11 tu Select Ciwirmttee, Fort Saint 

Geoge, dated H.M.S. * Kent,' of) Foit Williauiy 12 March, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I have received your favours of the 21st and 
28th February by the Cumberland, w'ho arrived in Hallasore Road 
the 7th instant. 

I am much obliged to \ou Cientlemen, for your congratulations 
on the success of His Majesty's squadron, which I hope will in 
some degree be the means of establishing the Company in this 
Province on better terms than they ever yet have had. The present 
circumstances of the Nabob makes it appear very probable that he 
will be greatly attached to the interest of the English ; at least 
thus far may be depended on, so long as our troops can be of use 
to him no doubt but we maybe assured of his friendship and good 
offices. The alarm he has lately had from the Afghans w'ho it is 
said, have taken the Mogul prisoner and are marching tow'ards 
these Provinces, has made him apply for the assistance of our 
troops, which he has been promised, provided he w'ill grant his 
consent to our attacking the French, which some time ago, when 
it was resolved it should be undertaken, he signified his dislike of 
such Droceedings, and was determined to join with the French 
agaiiM us. However now' he w'ants our assistance, his protection 
of our enemies begins to decline, and by all that can be learnt 
from him he seems inclinable to favour the expedition, which is so 
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fair an opening that the neutrality which has been long debated 
upon here, is now no longer talked of ; but this day I have received 
an application from the Committee to assist with the squadron in 
endeavouring to take and reduce < liandernagore, which service I 
‘^hu.ll readily undertake the inomc’ t the piluip will move the large 
tT*iips, which I expect will he tlu^ da^ after t ) morrow. The Colonel 
is already uear ^''nanderiia^^ore w'th tiu- /[cw of harrassing the 
enemy, and driving awa} j*:i then roolics, wli!- h will I suppose in 
some measure distre^n therr. 

In your letter of the Stst Fehu arv yot; S'-emed to place some 
dependaTJce on aie diuetions you .> Colonel Clive to 

return to the Coast before the seik^on i ^ too late, with as many 
troops as ran be spar'^d frc»m the JeteiKa* of Calcutta, and also 
in thv- request you liave niade to me to provide for the security 
of thiiir passage. 

Yon mn^t be sensible fmin tiu present situation of affairs in this 
Province it is utterly imuossihii to part with a man, but if that 
was not the* case, it is already too late for the squadron to get out 
of the river this season, and as I find I am under a necessity 
of remaining here now till August or September, I have thought 
it necessary, in order to get to 1 Bombay as soon as possible when 
I leave this place, to send Captain James of the Revenge to Madras 
together with a ketch for all the provisions and stores lodged there 
for the use of the squadron, and I must desire you will give 
Captain James all the assistance yon possibly can in shiping 
them off. 

I have, &c. &c., Charles Watson. 


288. Letter from Admiral Watson to the Select Committee^ Fort 
William^ dated 12 March, 1757. 

Gentlemen,- -I have received your favour of this day’s date, 
acquainting me with your motives and reasons for altering your 
sentiments in relation to your conduct with the French, and now 
desire the assistance of His Majesty’s squadron to attack Chander- 
nagore. 

You may be assured that I shall most readily give you all the 
assistance I can in this enterprise, and am heartily glad, in the 
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present circumstances I am in of having received His Majesty’s 
Declaration of War against France with orders from the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
put the same in execution, that this step is judged a right 
measure. 

The moment the pilots think it safe to move the large ships 
I shall proceed up the river, and am. Gentlemen, your most 
obedient, Chaklks Watson. 

289.^ Letter from Colonel Clive to M. Renuuli, dated Camp, 

13 March, 1757. 

Sir, — The King of Great Britain having declared war against 
France, I summons you in his name to surrender the fort of 
Chandernagore. In case of refusal you arc to answcT the con- 
sequences, and expect to be treated according to the usage of war 
in such case. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

K. Clive. 

Camp, 13M Mun/i, 1757. 

To riiTl-.R Kl.NAVL'l', KSO., 

Director and Govej'uor of Chandernagore. 

290. Letter from the Dutch Director and Council, llugli, to M. Vernet, 
dated 13 March, 1757.^ 

We arc glad to sec from your secret communication of the day 
before yesterday that the Nawab after sleeping off his ill-temper 
had awoke in a better humour and inclined to be more favourably 
disposed towards us. 

To strike the iron while it is hot, we hereby commission you, 
either direct or through the intermediary of persons whom you 
may trust, to enter into' negociations with him in order to add 
stress to the demands made by us, for the furtherance of which 
you may waive out of the spent madrasa- moneys to the amount 
of 4^00 florins, and as for the promise of assistance, we will use 
our Ifcmost interest with their Worships^ to be enabled to do so, 

1 Vernet Papers, the Hague. '** ? Madras. 

^ The Council-General in Batavia. 
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and if we succeed therein, we shall not be disinclined to assist His 
Excellency against all put\ic enemies of the country, but not 
against some one or other who might chance to fall into disfavour, 
nor against those European nations with which our State is living 
in peace and amity. 

With a favourable issue of tins busint'ss }Oii stand to obtain 
honour, and the wished foi fine things for Mie children of Tellus- 
jint’s heirs’ slud.i be forwarded spcedil} possible by those, 
who with greetings remn.n A ''isroM, H. Armexault, 
M. Tsinck, Js. Bacherv ht, S. de He. *■ , \I. Bastiaanse, 
Js. Cromuox. 


291. Letter from CohntcJ (' ive //■ A.tmim: dated Camp ^ 

neat ChOndcrna^nrCy 1 } 1757. 

Sir,— I marched into the tow n bv the westward this morning with 
tht‘ largest part of ni\ force, « iin'tly with a view of reconnoitring 
their batt(Ties and fixin ; on a proper station. We took possession 
of an outward battery, but their inwan^ one they maintained with a 
very brisk fire, having a considerable party of men there ; in some 
sorties they made among the neighbouring houses, they lost some 
men, it is computed not less than 30 Europeans, besides some 
blacks. On our part \’oIuntecrs Tooke and Turner with two 
privates of the King’s w’ere wounded, i siihedar, i jenimidar, and 
3 scapoys killed and S wounded : a detachment still continues at 
the outw'ard battery with orders to attack the inward at 3 o’clock 
in the morning. A strong party w'as detached at noon to take 
possession of the southward of the town, who are to endeavour to 
get wfithin their batteries to-night. I shall likewise march to the 
southward early in the morning. 

I hear that two ships filled w'ith mud w ere sunk opposite the 
Prussian Factor} yesterday, and 4 more were to be sunk to-day; 
to-morrow I may expect to be better informed. 

I intend if possible to be at the Octagon, from whence 1 shall 
have a prospect of the Fort, and be near the river. 

I am, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 


1 ? The family of Jagat Seth. 
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292. Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Clive, dated 15 March, 1757. 

As the revolution at Delhi had fully determined me to march 
to Patna I therefore wrote you to come to me, since which some 
particular affairs, as also on account of troubles subsisting between 
you and the French, I deferred for some few days my departure 
to Patna. I therefore write you that you put a stop to your 
coming, and whatever place you are at that you return from 
thence towards Calcutta. Whenever I go to Patna and it 
becomes necessary, I shall, in reliance on the strong friendship 
between us, write to you to come to me, and I desire you will 
settle matters with the I'rench, that there be no war in the 
Ganges. You are a ]irudent and foreseeing man, and I doubt not 
but you act as is best for mankind. 

293. Letter from the Xau'nh to Colonel Clive, dated 15 March, 1757. 

By the blessing of God I have now letters of peace from Ahmad 
Khan Abdally, and 1 have also wrote him answers, and the reso- 
lution I had taken of marching to Patna is altered. 1 look on 
this blessing as the effect (d my friendshi]) with you. I therefore 
write that you need not give yourself the trouble of coming. 1 
have great pleasure in your friendship. Since on a single letter 
of mine you were ready to come to my assistance I make no doubt 
that whenever 1 shall desire you to come and assist me, you will 
be ready to join me. I now write that you need not give yourself 
the trouble of coming. 

294. Letter from Colonel Clive to Xandkiunar, diited iG March, 1757. 

The many deceitful wicked measures that the h'rench have 
taken to endeavour to deprive me of the Nabob’s favour, (though 
I thank God they have proved in vain, since His Excellency’s 
friendship towards me is daily encrcasing) has long made me look 
on them as enemies to the English. But I could no longer 
stifle my resentment when I found that notwithstanding the 
dan^r they were in from me, they dared to oppose thq, freedom 
of Mb English trade on the Ganges by seizing a boat with an 
English dusUick and under English colours that was passing by 
their town. I am therefore come to a resolution to attack them. 
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I am told that some of the Government’s forces have been per- 
swaded under promise of g^eat rewards from the French to join 
them against us. I shouid be very sorry at a time when I am 
happy in His Excellency’s favour and friendship that I should 
do any injury to his servants. I r»m therefore to desire you will 
send these forces an order to wi.hdraw, nnd that no other may 
come their assistance. 

J95. Letter from the lunch and ( . Hoogly ^ to 

M . I Vra e i , daL . i H ur It 16 Ha r. /■ r ; j 7 . ^ 

The French, who are now hein<^ In su h' lie English, having 
sunk .^ome vessels in the ii\er holo/ then I '-.t and thus blocked 
the passage hence to s. ,1. i: sceTU ' to iis m your request as to 
Eankihnzai to be likely t»» pnwo o hne .crow in the quiver- to 
sliow the inconveiiienrc of our pr« nt n^-ideiu'e and to insist upon 
a different one. It might als‘> p» h.ips be of use to you in proving 
tilt' j>rccedenre of our nation : ' nnmtion the highly valued right 
that we have always had up to this very hour of laying and 
removing the buoys at our plcasuie. an adv.intage that we would 
\Mlhngly cede to others, but that, meanwhile, aigucs a kind of 
mastery over the river and a superiority of interests in matters 
relating to trade. 

W’e remain with greetings, iVc. iS:c. 

-mO. Hxii'iut from a letter fioin (\doiicl Clivc to Admiral Watstni, 
dated iS Manh, 1757. 

The only artillery officer * at t'harnagore is come over to us. 
He gives a \erv favourable acc<)uut of matters. He shall wait on 
you, \vhcnever you think pioper. 

297. Extract a letter from Coloml ('live to the XaKuib, dated 

20 Marchy 1 757. 

I beseech Your Excellency that my enemies may not by their 
evil insinuations and /alse stories rival me in Your Excellency’s 
friendship, nor make you determine (that for so small a place, 

J Vernet Papers the Hague. - A conclusive reason. 

^ Lieutenant De Terraneau. 
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already more than half conquered, and that must be mine in a 
day or two at farthest) my honour and reputation shall be called 
in question, I who till this day have by the blessing of God been 
victorious in every battle I have fought and have had a happy 
issue to all iny undertakings. Be assured you will always find me 
sincere in my attachment to you. 

298. Letter from Colonel Clive to Raja Rai Diirlabh, dated 
22 March, 1757. 

I hear you are arrived witliin 20 miles of Hiighly. Whether 
you are come as a friend or an enemy I know not. If as the latter 
say so at once, and 1 will send some people out to fight you 
immediately. If as the former, I beg you will stay where you are, 
for we can concpier the enemies we have to deal with here if they 
were ten times stronger. I have always had the greatest friend- 
ship for the Nabob ever suK'e this treaty has been concluded, and 
I have ever since been resolved to fight for him against all his 
enemies. If he breaks his agreement with us, which he has 
solemnly sworn to, and to which you have put your seal as well 
as several other groat men, the fault is his, for the agreement is 
mutual which says that our enemies shall be his, and his ours. I 
now declare to you the French are our greatest enemies, and I 
will destroy them. Ii would give me* great concern to see these 
troubles begin again w'hich must be fatal to one party, which God 
above knows. Now you know' my mind. 

299. Letter from Colmicl ('live to the Naivah, dated 22 March, 1757. 

Mutramul carries rny answer to your several pcrii'annahs that I 
received with great pleasure. r>y him you will be acquainted of 
my sincere attachment to Your Excellency. If you are determined 
to march this way I cannot forbid it, but I should be very sorry 
to see the troubles rencw’ed. As I persuade myself you will have 
pleasure in hearing good tidings from me, I therefore wxite this to 
inform you that hitherto I have only made use of musketry against 
thdJ^rench, but to-morrow early I shall open m}' batteries, and 
the ships will begin their fire, so that by the blessing of God I 
hope the place will be our own to-morrow. I this day heard of 
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Roy Dullub’s march. T am much obliged to you, but in this case 
have no occasion for assistcTce. I pray that Your Excellency may 
he ever victorious over your real enemies, and that God may bless 
you \\ ith health and prosperity. 

joo. Letter from Mr. anil < minciL i r\\iini>az.ir, in the Dutch 

Diicitn} and ('niifuiK dated .MarJi, 1857.^ 

It appt‘ars th.it Ion i-; t'u- linglisii }:i\e not yet taken 
Chandernagor the N .-.tjJ! f. 1 with tli.- hope of driving out 

the English, Ik- having t!;e day ‘D''‘ore yt:>i»‘ dav upon receiving 
intelligence rna.' Moh'-.'mm Renault tiup ■!!:.! ha late encounter 
inan_\ Englishmen had ]K‘iished an- onh .>ni mj tiu-'ir side, given 
orders to the C hief of "h«- Murs*' Kr.ia Rain, Mir Madan 

and JKirt^^a of .iriillery Mr Aii, as also to two 

chieE of muskett'ris \h'iuwl Ha/'oi<- and Kadm Hassan Khan to 
leavi- immediately with thv'^ir an.1i and the necessary artillery, as 
the} ha\e alreculy done, and will nifist probably arrive towards 
evening at Manaripa ('•. The Nawal) is (‘nergetically pushing on 
the const ruction of a bridge before Kotwa," but, as the rumour 
runs at the Durbar, the Nawab’s army will upon Mr. Law’s advice 
march direct on Calcutta to cijinpel the English to break up the 
siege and go and defend Calcutta, when the French will join the 
Xaw'ab, and though all the grandees at the Court seek to turn His 
Highness from his purpose, he is nt^t to be pre\ ailed upon to 
swxTve from his intent, but has even j>rescnted Rajah Duiiabh 
Ram with a dress of honour as an encouragement, a palanquin 
ornamented with gold, in wiiich the Nawab himself was wont to 
ride and a nauhatf so that we have been obliged to send our 
congratulations to the said Rajah Durlabh Ram together with 
one gold and 5 silver rupees, or 31.10 florins. 

All the abo\c circumstances arc also the reason that w’e have as 
yet gained iiuthinj; by our solicitations, for the Nawab will listen to 
nothing now and God knows what he will do if he succeed in his 
enterprise, which, how'ever, is not at all likely ; partly on account 
of the fear that is still strongly felt among his men, and partly 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

“ This town lay on the route from Calcutta to Murshidabad, and was captured by 
Clive a few days before the Battle of Plassey. ^ The royal music. 

VOL. II. 39 
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because, from the tidings that have reached us from private 
sources, the English at Calcutta are strong enough to resist the 
Nawab without being obliged to break up the siege. 

After taking much trouble to gain possession of a copy of the 
contract between the Nawab and the French, we have succeeded 
in getting the promise of one for the sum of florins 15 (?) as to 
which we request your Honour’s orders. 

We have the honour to sign ourselves with much respect. 

301. Letter from Colonel Clivc to the Xa’iC'ah, dated 23 March, 1757. 

I thank God that to-day the 4th of the week and the 2nd of the 
Moon Rajup at 2 day, we began rtur fire on the French. 

By His blessing and th(' influence of your favour I was in posses- 
sion of their fort at 6 gurries day. As I am j>erswaded you will 
be pleased at my success, therefore 1 thought proper and necessary 
to send you the particulars of this victory. My heart is earnest in 
your interest, and shall be always ready with my own life and that 
of my whole army to drive away your eiK‘mies. I hope that by 
Your Excellency’s favour all our enemies in your country will 
fall into our hands. 

302. Translation of a Letter from Mr. Koss'^^ to M. Vernet, dated 
Hugh\ 23 March, 1757.® 

Chandernagore having been invested for seven days by the English, 
who during this time in spite of the heavy and continuous firing 
and bomb shelling by the b'rench, only undertook defensive opera- 
tions and employed themselves in constructing eight batteries each 
of nine twenty-four pounders, being ordered by Colonel Clive and 
the Admiral to do nothing until eight ^ ships would be able to get 
abreast of Chandernagore, this was at length effected at half-past 
six yesterday morning, the ship Tygcr (commanded by Admiral 
Pocock who alone had been waited for) leading and Admiral 
Watson** and the Salisbury following. On their arrival they 
saluted Fort Orleans with three vollies each, whereupon the 

1 A ghaft is a period of 24 minutes. 

* Johannes Matthias Ross, second book-keeper in the mint at Chinsurah. 

* Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

* ? Three. ® On the Ktnt. 
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Admiral hoisted the red flag, the signal for a general attack both 
on land and by the ships, \Tiich actually began with such a fearful 
cannonade that it really seemed as if both heaven and earth were 
doomed. This lasted 2 hours and 10 minutes, when the French 
hoisted a white flag, opened the .'.tes and surrendered themselves 
at discretion, hiding from the fii l fury [of enemy) in the w^are- 
honsps. I"ugiti\» s from the Tretieh Faco-rv 'J>t'ing deserters from 
the JCnglish; :n {.he ! ort over u* ■ hundred Europeans 

perished besicks the and si and iiai there was already 

a breach and that both p' Jnls' had been d« <'yj.d by the artdlery. 

F'lirlhci re)»' nnntiun a pitiful - t’ ■ French ladies- in 

ignoranciMjf wiiat had bev.omeof tr:.jir liii^bands and relations and 
whether at the taking o{ tht Fort ,,r them would not be put to 
the -^word. 

1 lefewiih, with friendly salnta1i‘>ii- to yourself and Miss Vernet, 

I ha\e tilt honoui to subscribe i: \.wlf, tkc. etc., J. M. Ross. 

r.S. -To-day the head cOi^siil has been here and told me that 
no cossid^ aie io be l.ad for fear of the Nawab w’ho, according to 
rumour, is on his wa}' liere. I havc^ just received your Honour s 
highly esteemed favour of the 19th instant. The orders con- 
tained therein shall be carried out by me as in duty bound, and, 
amongiit other things, I w'ill ftirward you to-morrow the barrel of 
wine and the lead-lines. The hrench are allowed to go where 
they please on their word of honour*^ but noi higher jup the river] 
than Hugh. The free men^ wall have their property restored to 
them. The Fort is to be razed. Messrs. Ke[naiilt] Fromaset, 
Chanfbon, (S:c., ha\e come to reside here temporarily. Of the 
French Iw’o ('aptains and about 200 common soldiers were killed, 
of the English the Lieutenant of the Admiral’s flagship and 
142 men. The behaviour of the English is extremely generous. 
It is said the Jhiglish are going to push on to Mursidabad and it 
is asserted that Major Kilpatrick has already been ordered to 
march on ahead with 500 Europeans and 100 sepoys,^ Press of 


' i e , bastions. » 5 rj 1 

The French ladies were at Chinsurah and Serampure ' ? 1 arol 

'' Apparently this means the Europeans. 

’ A body of sepoys was sent to pursue the fugitives from Chandernagore. 
gave rise to the rumour of an immediate advance on Murshidabad. 


This 
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business from morning till 9 o’clock at night prevents my accepting 
the kind invitation of the English to assure myself (personally) of 
the truth ; however I will write to your Honour this evening or 
to-night more circumstantially and will continue [my account] in 
that [letter]. 

The barque Dc Ryder is to set sail within 8 days. 

The 2 ^th event u*:;. 

303. Transhition of Articles (f Capitulation proposed by the Director 
and Council for the French East India Company's affairs at 
Chandernai^orc to Id'ce-Admiral JFatson : ivith his ansu>ers, 
23 March, 1757.* 

Art. I. — The lives of the dt‘scrlers shall be savctl. 

Answer. — The deserters shall be absolutely ^iven up. 

Art. II. — All the officers of this garrison shall ho prisoners on 
their parole of honour ; and shall ha\e liberty to carry with them 
all their effects, and go where they please, on promising they will 
not serve against His Britannic Majesty during the present war. 

Answer, — The Admiuil agrees to this. 

Art. III. — The soldiers of the garrison shall be prisoners of 
war, so long as the present war continues ; and when Peace is 
made between the King of France and the King of Itngland, they 
shall be sent to Pondicherry, and till then be entertained at the 
expence of the English Company. 

Answer. — The Admiral likewise a^^recs, with this difference only, that 
instead of sending the soldiers to Pondicherry ^ they shall be sent to 
Madras, or to England, us the Admiral shall hereafter thhik proper, 
and that such foreigners, who are not of the French nation, and chiise 
voluntarily to enter into the English service, shall have liberty. 

Art. IV. — The sepoys of the garrison shall not be prisoners of 
war; they shall have leave, on the contrary, to return to their 
own country on the Coast. 

Answer. — The Admiral agrees to this. 

Art. V. — The officers and men of the Company’s European 
s|||), Saint Contest, shall be sent to Pondicherry in the first English 
ship, which goes to the Coast. 

* Broome’s Rtse and Progress oj the Bengal Army, Appendix G. 
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A nswer. — The officers and men of the European ship shall be upon the 
same footing as the soldier , and be sent to Madras or to England as 
soon as possible. 

Art. VI. — The French Jesuit fathers shall have liberty to 
exercise the functions of their .t li^ion in the house which has 
been assigned them since tlir liomolislun-^ of their church; the 
silxer ornariieiits and everytliing that t</ the church shall 

be given them, and also ^heir i ifcts. 

nsu'cr. — I'hc jiuj,:ii il l umot n 10 any , ■ '.-ijbeans residing here; 
blit the French Jesuits ^0 iu F 1 dichen}. \ lih all the ornaments of 
their cninh, ' > .Liurcve* they please. 

Aui. VH. All tht' inhabitam-, >{ w'j.il nation or quality 
soever, a*^. l^inopeans M i hiisinn^, I’iucks, Gcntils, Moors, 
anti v)ilu-r-., ^,liall i:l pm u; poss» ^)[ taeii liouses, and of all in 
gem'i'ai shall be found Ix^omomr o, them, either m the Fort, or 
on llieii (.Mates. 

A ii'iiCer. — This ariul' to f>c /<• the Admiral, u 7 /f> u'ill do justice. 

Akp. \TII.--The h'aciorit.' of Cassimhu/ar, Dacca, Patna, 
Jeuda,-’ and of Ihillasorc, shall remain at llie command of the 
Chi<'fs who direct them. 

Answer . — 7 (« be settled between the Nab(d> and the Admiral, 

Art. IX. — Tile Directors, ('ounsellors, and those employed 
under them shall have leave to go where they please, with their 
cloaths and linen. 

M;26Z£'t’r . — The Admiral agrees to this. 

The Admiral expects an answer by three o'clock this afternoon, and 
that the British fortes may take possession of the Fort by four. 

The above-mentioned propositions have been accepted of bjy^ the 
Council; in consequence of which w'e have delivered up the fortress 
of Chandernagore to Admiral Watson. 

P. Rexait/I; Fournier, A. Caillott, La Porterie, F. 
Nicholas, Picques.'^ 

Chandcniaf^orc, 

The 2^rd March , 1757- 

' Persons with a slight admixture of Indian blood. ‘ Jugdea- 

^ Broome gives this as ‘ Sugues/ evidently a mistake. I have also corrected the 
spelling of La Porterie., 
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304. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated Murshidabad, 

26 March, 1757. 

Sir, — I have received your favours of the 23rd and 24th this 
afternoon with the letter for the Nabob, which the moment he 
received, he sent for me, and desired I would immediately write 
to you not to send the Major up, as he was goinj^ a hunting, after 
which the Vooiiea would come on, or the time for paying in the 
annual revenues, which would be a busy time with him; this 
would be over in about a month, when he would send a clusttak 
and proper people to escort the Major up: the Nabob likewise 
desired I w'ould mention that there were e nemies on br^th sides 
who want to break the p(‘ace l)etw<‘en the English and him, there- 
fore he is apprehensive if the Major sets out without a dusiuck, 
some of these peace disturbers may possibly put some affront on 
the Major, which may be imputed to him and put him to shame ; 
the Jfabob told me the hVench had petitioned him for his colours 
which he had sent them, but said whatewT you recjuested con- 
cerning them should be complied with. This accompanies a letter 
of congratulation from the Nabob on your victf>ry : accept likewise 
of mine. I hope we shall soon feel the good effects of it. Business 
now goes on briskly, we are daily rccei\ing goods; besides the 
three laak, I have received fifty thousand, and om* hundred thousand 
more is in Juggutseat’s house which will come in to-morrow 
morning. 

Omichund is indefatigable in the service of the Company, and if 
ever man deserved their favour he does ; he is always with me, 
and as I am convinced of his superior understanding I always 
consult him, and am persuaded he is sincen* and hearty in the 
cause of the English ; and if our advice is thought worthy to be 
listened to, I do not doubt we shall be able to be of advantage 
to the Company and particulars ; hitherto I think we have not 
erred. 

I send this express ; to-rnorrow I shall again address you. 

I am, &c. &:c., W. Watts.. 

^S. — The Nabob desires you wall send for Nuncomaur and 
assure him that he or the tenants of Hughly need be under no 
apprehensions, and that you will give him any assistance he w^ants. 
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Vour treating Nuncomaur kindly will have a good effect, as his 
letters are of weight here xnd he has been of great service to us 
already. 

305. Letter from the Wau'ab to Cof-mrl Clive, dated 26 March^ 1757.^ 
Received 2C) A/. 1757, S a.m, 

[be particulai> of your vr ‘opv at l''*“:Tikedongy which I bad 
long been inipai-nt t«» hc tr, /i-e tin* ir ‘\i>it“,sible pleasure, I 
thank God that yo r out “lu s ' '-asi’.y i'.'ll -ii* your hands, and 
that their great place u. int<. '■ >urh.in 1-. ^ ou have no longer 

an^ undasiue.-) • • Miri* u'couiit. li luc |‘Icii'‘»'fl God to make vou 
and all your f.ioiids lia]^p\ in this ' •. ict. : v'. It is now proper 

that you shoiiltl give uit ordt*!*- 0'.:!)-odiug any of your people 
inoh'^t’iig tin- inh ihii ml . lu und .I'-out H-ighly, or they will run 
away ainl the n'vt*n\A‘s will sutic grrati\. Give Nuncomar such 
ussuran* ( s as his heait -ia\ h- case, and that he may collect 
the n-V(. nues vsithoui lear. 1 h.-'-e told ZuLnliiUh>t Juja, Mr. Watts, 
main particulars %s hull you will lernn from his letters. 

306. Letter from Scled Committee y Rort ]Villmm, to Secret Com- 
mitlec, LondoUy dated 2() Maytii, 1757. 

HoNOouAiiLi-. SiKs, — 1. The transactions in Bengal since the 
retaking tif Fort William being of the greatest importance to your 
affairs, we have judged it pro}>er to dis})atch advices of them via 
Bussorah to prevent the c(msei]uences of a disappoiniment should 
the Ddavear not arrive in time. ICnclosed is copy of our address 
by that ship with a translate of the Articles of Peace concluded 
with the Suhali, 

2. You will observe in our above mentioned letter we advised of 
haveing waote the T rench that we had no objection to treat with 
them for a iv'‘utrality witliin the Ganges if they w'ere authorized, to 
conclude one. In consequence of this, the deputies from the 
Director and Council at Chandernagorc arrived at Calcutta. The 
questions we judged it necessary previously to ask, with their 
answers in writing annexed, are enclosed in this packet for your 
observation. When the whole was near settled and the treaty 
niethodized and engrossed, we transmitted a copy of our proceed- 
* For date, see reference in Mr. Watts’ letter of the 26th, on p. 294* 



396 BENGAL IN 1756-67 

ings herein to Admiral Watson, and requested his confirmation of 
the neutrality agreeable to the 6th Article of the treaty. Copy of 
his reply we likewise enclose by which you will observe he refused 
his assent to the neutrality for reasons set forth in his letter. 

3. We then addressed Mr. Watson a second time, and urged 
him to confirm the treaty which we esteemed the most beneficial 
step that could be taken for the Company’s affairs in these Pro- 
vinces : but if he persisted in refusing that confirmation, we then 
made it our request that he would assist us with his squadron to 
attack Chandernagoro immediately, as our waiting till answers 
arrived from Pondicherry without concluding any thing decisively, 
would prove very prejudicial to the Company's affairs in general, but 
more particularly so on the Coast, where it was absolutely necessary 
some of the troops should n‘turn as soon as possible. Copy i>f his 
reply to this request of ours is likewise enclosed in this packet. 

4. The next day we received a letter from Mr. Watts intimating 
that he believed the Nabob would not interfere in our disputes 
with the French if we attacked them. The same* cessh/s- brought 
letters to the Admiral and Colonel requc‘Sting their assistance 
against a body of Pytans, which he had notice* were marching to 
invade his territories. This being esteemed a favourable oppor- 
tunity to obtain his consent for making an attack upon C'hander- 
nagore, the question was put in the (Committee whether Admiral 
Watson should a third time be urged to confirm the neutrality 
immediately, or that treaty suspended for a time and another 
tryal made to get the Nabob’s ct)nscnt for attacking Chandernagorc ? 
The majority of the Committee were for suspending the neutrality, 
of which we advised the Admiral, and requested his assent to the 
treaty in case the NaboVj persevered in his resolution t(^ allow of 
no hostilities between the English and French in his country. 
Mr. Becher being of a different opinion, his dissent is entered at 
large upon the face of our Proceedings.^ 

5. Colonel Clive immediately after marched up and encamped 
near Chandernagorc. On the 12th March we received a letter 
from Mr. Watts wherein he expressly writes the Nabob had ordered 
hi^jjkto inform the Admiral and Colonel that if we were determined 
to attack Chandernagorc he would not intermeddle. At the same 
time letters came from the Nabob himself to them repeating his 
* See Select Committee Consultations, 6 February, 1757. 
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request for our assistance, and assuring them that he would not 
assist the French. Thes;^ letters, and some other circumstances 
induced us to address the Admiral, giving him our reasons for the 
alteration of our sentiments in respect of the neutrality, and 
desiring the assistance of his so ladron to reduce Chandernagore. 
C opy of this letter with his ans\\»‘i are enclosed. Mr. Bechcr 

declined signing this address- < ontrar;’ Ui hi^ way of thinking. 

t». The plii'^ : 'MIS acrnrdipii.^’ the land forces, soon 

after which the s«p!adr'>:i up tlu- . 1 . i, and having sur- 

mnuntt'd the obstac 1* ^l icjid in thi ir ^va\' ^ iIk* sinking of some 
ships and ve.>- . ni thi channel, lh» y I . gan attack of the Fort 

early o?i the ,-pd instant and we 'mv' ihr i-i to advise of its 

being surrcndc^red to A tninal Watso.r t.tio srunc dav. 

7. A rt'inforcrmciit ^cr/)pv‘ v.ith 'une military stores are 
arr:ved from Madrar,s, lait tluy ha\«‘ itctaiiu'd Mr. Hrohiertill they 
hear of riiir being in a srat' <•* .-nflicicni Irancjiiility to carry on 
the works he may plan for ‘‘h defence of our Settlement against 
an Ivaropean enemy. 

8. W 0 ha\e the s.ttisfactioii to .a'quaini y«>ii that the Company’s 
Subordinates are all delivered up, tnrit the goods and (effects taken 
in them are likewise deli\enng, aiul that there is a probability of 
the ('ompany's being but small if an\ sufferers. 

We are, <S:c. tvc., Smlkc'T Committei:, Bengal. 

J07. Extract from a letter from the Selcit ( ommittec. For,. William, 

to the Select Committee^ L'ort Saint Geori^^e, dated 26 March, 1757 * 

In our last letter we advised you that we were upon the point of 
concluding a neutrality with the* French, since which things have 
taken a different turn, and the Admiral having refused his assent 
to the neutrality, Chandernagore was attacked by land and water. 
We have the pleasure to advise you that the Fort surrendered on 
the 2jjd instant and is now in our possession. As the consequence 
of this capture may be an attempt upon our Settlement by the 
French as soon as the squadron leaves the river, we are to desire 
you will request Mr. Brohier to set out for Bengal immediately, 
and give his directions for such works as he may judge necessary 
to be executed to put the Settlement in a proper posture of defence 
against an European* enemy. 

Select Committee, Bengal. 
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308. Translation of a letter from M. Renault to M. de Leyrit, dated 
ChandernaftorCy^ 28 March, 1757.^ 

Sir, — I will not enter into any details of the sad catastrophe 
which has just happened to the factory of Chandernagore, not 
being able to add anything to what you have been able to learn 
from the subjoined letter, in triplicate, to the Council. The whole 
colony is dispersed, and the inhabitants are seeking asylums, some 
— it is there the greatest part have gone — at Chinsurah, others 
with the Danes and at Calcutta. This dispersion is caused only 
by the misery to which all our h'rench j)eople have been reduced. 
Their poverty, which I cannot alleviate, draws tears from my eyes, 
the more bitter that I have seen them risk their lives so generously 
for the interests of the C'ompaiu and of our nation. 

M. I'ournicr is the only one who has signed with me my letter 
to the Superior Council, all the other Councillors are still at 
Chandernagore. M. Caillaud, who was wounded in the naval 
attack, has remained in his house. I have nominated MM. Nicolas 
and Picqiies to assist in making the inventory which the Englisli 
have 10 draw up, although the English hav'e takiai much propert}' 
out of the warehouses. They have also taken the artillery without 
including it. I intend to write about this to Admiral Watson. 

They are looking for our pilots, and I am informed the Admiral 
has given orders to Mr. Boddam, Chief of I-5alasi;re, to send people 
everywhere to prevent any of them from escaping. 1 have every 
reason to fear for those who were there. 

I shall have the honour to write to you more fully when oppor- 
tunity offers to do .so safely. 1 am in the most e.xtreme distress 
and without any resources. 


309. Letter from Council, Chamlcrnii^ore, to the Syndics and Directors 
General of the India Company {via Surat), dated Chutsurah, 
29 March, 1757.^ 

Gentlemen, — You must have seen from our despatches with 
wlUjl eagerness we have tried to pacify the troubles in Bengal, and 

1 Should probably be ‘ Chinsurah,’ where M, Renault was staying at this time, 

3 Archives Coloniales, Paris. ® Ihid, 
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to have the neutrality of the Ganges recognised by a definite 
treaty with the English, a\ 1 you will have seen at the same time 
how out efforts to this end have been fruitless* Far however from 
being discouraged by the many contradictory circumstances to 
which we have been subjected, b' ing firmly persuaded that peace 
and tranquillity are the greatf“'t id\antage • we (’ould procure for 
the Company, w«* did not liesltatt to try id lenew these negotia- 
tions, which f *r some tinn. , tomis<‘d ia .• .'UMbJy, so that we 
expected every mora nt i- affair tii isiiL'd and the treaty 

signed. But the Adnmad, after h . .ng gaiia. I e(‘iisiderable advan- 
tages and conii'i i- ‘i git»rious treaty v .tli th* Xawab, apparently 
changed his uund; ail wa^ brok(in ^ff, an ! soon saw ourselves 
besiegtai by Lind and w .ti-r. 'Tlie raLti .if this month their army 
attark»>d '-ne df -niv oiifp. 'dlLuiug!'. Jhis was only a small 
redoubt mounting three guns, and tiiough it was attacked by the 
whole Fnglish aniiy, on?- tiiMip.', defended it with the greatest 
courage, and the companies . 1 volunteers, of grenadi(.TS, and of 
marine, which were seat there iii succession, maintained them- 
selves \vith<»iit much loss from 3 a.m. to 7 p.ni., repulsing three 
attacks, but as all were wearied out and as, considering our small 
number, we could not have despatched fresh troops to stand the 
night attack wliich was expected, the general opinion was in 
favour of taking advantage of the cessation of fire and the dark- 
ness of night to withdraw our troops, which was accordingly done. 
The enemy entered the towm next morning and tried to profit 
by the advantage given them by the proximity of several houses 
(though we had pulled down many of them) to establish batteries, 
but luckily their cfl'orts were vain for a long time, at least as soon 
as any appeared they were dismounted. Thus the time passed 
till the 19th when a strong squadron of six vessels appeared and 
anchored in sight of the town but out of range of our cannon. 
The commander. Admiral Watson, immediately summoned us to 
surrender. As we had always recognized the impossibility of defend- 
ing ourselves against a naval force, wo had sunk four of our vessels 
before the siege in a rather narrow passage by which it was neces- 
sary to pass in order to reach the Fort, which made it very difficult, 
but we thought as the Admiral had come so far it was not without 
the certainty of being able to pass. Accordingly we tried to come 
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to terms and to ransom the place, engaging the English to retire 
in return for a sum of money. The Admiral refused to listen to 
this proposal. He insisted on our surrendering and the troops 
taking possession of the Fort, promising however that everyone 
should keep his own property. There was not a man amongst us 
who did not prefer to run the risk of whatever might happen rather 
than surrender in this fashion, without having as yet suffered any 
material damage, and everyone was willing to risk his own 
interests and defend those of the Company. Everyone promised 
to do his best to defend the colony. The enemy recommenced 
their tire at 6 p.m. and more fiercely than ever, hut without 
greater effect in spite of the numlxT of the shells which they 
poured upon us. This continued until by tht* aid of a strong 
south wind, and the high waters of the Equinox, the strong tides 
of which moreover had displaced the sunken vessels, the sejuadron 
set sail, and the three largest vessels, the 7 ’igrr of Go guns com- 
manded by Mr. Pocock, Vice-Admiral, the Kait of 74 commanded by 
Mr. Watson, and the Salisbury of 50, easily forced the passage, and 
came before the Fort within pistol shot. They bombarded us with 
all their artillery, to which was added all that of the land forces. 
Accordingly for three hours the fire was as hot as we had ever 
seen. To reply, at least to that of the vessels, we had only the 
two bastions on the (langes, each of which mounted five guns. 
These were soon dismounted, especially those of the Pavilion,' 
which had been only recently constructed. E\ ery thing threatened 
to crumble away and to make a breach, which the exhaustion of 
our people and the small number which remained to us prevented 
us from hoj)ing to ditfend, for in the three hours of the attack by 
the ships we had 200 men put hors dc combat. Seeing the impos- 
sibility of holding out longer, I hoisted a white flag and the 
capitulation was signed that evening. 

The chief articles of the treaty, after the surrender of the place, 
are that the garrison and the marine remain prisoners of war, the 
officers on parole, the Council, Company’s servants and, in general, 
all the inhabitants have permission to retire where they please 
4 kh their clothes and property. Almost all are at Chinsurah 
with the Dutch. But before letting us go, and having once 

1 The north-east bastion. 
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become our masters, they have forced us to sign a paper engaging 
not to serve directly or ind^iectly against His Britannic Majesty or 
his ali*6S during the present war in Europe. As regards the sub- 
ordinate Factories nothing lias been settled. The Admiral ex 
plained that he w'ould settle thi- with the Nawab.^ Accordingly 
there is reason t(» fear that h»* wll force lint Prince to make them 
ovci to him. M. Law has b- en writti.-n ♦ • i»> d<.) his best to parry 
this blow, ainl 10 hinder tlv: N. \.ab from .illo-ving the commission 
of such an act of '*• iK in ini J '• his vcr\ x One cannot tell 
what will be llv' resuk •'[ this :e * n. sf) frudiiiued is the Govern- 
mt'nl of the 1 ■ li^h.iiun. Howv?\ jr u will of the last impor- 
tance u> kt'i p him in tin. same diu*,<ition as he is in at 

present towards our uaruM, ih in \\hich w* could have wished 
nothing better. Ht'SKh m pruy aiinn t 'he disgraceful nature of 
thi- conditions of pifice iinposei! uikUi him hy the English the more 
has he alienated Imiti th«-.p, and believing himself no longer 
stiong enough to n sisl I'kii- penns he has tried in every way to 
concdiale our fricnd-.hip. a proof of the good will he had for 
us he promised to restore the j wiiith he took from us in 

June T756, and even gave ns i lakh on the spot on account, which 

enabled us to make the resistance we did. In our total exhaustion 
of funds, not having received any money from the Coast for eight 
months, it w'onld have been impossible to make any preparations 
for war. In sending this money he granted us also very advan- 
tageous privileges — the one allowing us to mint sicca rupees in 
Chandernagore, w'hich would have freed us from all the worries of 
the ianksaal at Murshidahad, and the other allowing all French- 
men to trade freely throughout the country on the same footing 
and on the same terms as the Company, a privilege w'hich is the 
cause of the brilliant state of Calcutta. He had also allow^ed us to 
fortify ourselves as wx* liked, not merely in the Fort but also in the 
town (aUlcL), nnd on the representation wx made him of our fear 
of being besieged by the English he forbade them to commit any 
act of hostility within his peace [i.e. dominions] and sent 2,000 
of his soldiers to our succour. He w'as also about to take a much 
more important measure when he received a letter from Colonel 

^ The word used is • Cabale,’ which in the English accounts is rendered either as. 
the Nawab or his Darbar, 
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Clive, commandant of the English forces, which informed him 
that since he did not wish him to make war on the French he 
was about to retire and leave us in peace. The very day upon 
which this letter was despatched we were attacked, and Siraj-ud- 
daula not knowing what to think of the news which we sent him, 
delayed sending off the reinforcements which otherwise would 
have arrived in time. The force consisted of more than 5,000 
men, and with it we could have forced the English to abandon 
the siege. We think this duplicity on their part will do much to 
make their real character known to the Government and that they 
will soon have it on their backs, if we once find ourselves in force. 
The resistance we have made, which has surpassed the expectation 
of every one, must convince the whole country of the valour of 
our nation. We have the satisfaction of seeing not only those 
who are dependent on us, but even the enemy doing us the fullest 
justice. Also they must have suffered a great loss, as on the two 
ships of the Admirals there were 194 men hors dc combat^ amongst 
whom is the Vice-Admiral and his Flag-Captain. 

We have the honour to be with respect, your very humble and 
obedient servants, Rknault, Fouknikk, Caillaud,' Piques, 
Laportekie. 

310. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Pi^ot, dated 
JQ March, 1757. 

I make no doubt but the forces are impatiently expected at 
Madras. It is a very great blow which has detained them — no 
less than the attack and taking of Chandernagore : of more con- 
sequence to the Company, in my opinion, than the taking of 
Pondicherry itself. It was a most magnificent and rich colony ; 
the garrison consisted of more than five hundred Europeans and 
seven hundred blacks, all carr>dng arms ; three hundred and sixty 
are prisoners, and near one hundred have been suffered to give 
their parole, consisting of civil, military, and inhabitants. Nearly 
sixty^^hite ladies are rendered lAiserable by the loss- of this place. 
Ho^P^er, nothing has been wanting, either on the Admiral’s part 

^ Caillaud, as is mentioned in the previous letter, was wounded in the naval attack. 
His signature is in a shaky hand, which shows he was still sufiEering. 
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or mine, to render their condition supportable: their clothes, 
their linen, and almost their everything has been suffered to go 
out. 

I must refer you to the Committee’s letter for many particulars. 
I fear I shall not be able to send a list of military and artillery 
stores by this conveyance, which are very great, and will abun- 
dantly supply Calcutta. By the Nabob’s letters, you will find of 
what a wavering pusillanimous disposition he is. However, I am 
in hopes this last stroke will fix him. He has already performed 
almost every article of the treaty; paid Mr. Watts the three lacs 
of rupees ; delivered up Cossimhazar, and all the other Factorys, 
with the money and goods therein taken. The Gentlemen write 
from thence that little or nothing is wanting. 

Our stay till August, which is now become unavoidable, will, I 
hope, settle everything here in the most advantageous manner for 
the Company, and perhaps induce the Nabob to give up all the 
French Factorys. This will be driving them out root and branch, 
I am well informed, without Chandurnagore, the Islands^ must 
starve, and Pondicheriy suffer greatly. 

My inclinations always tend towards the Coast ; and I hope to 
be with you, with a very considerable force, in September. The 
lateness of the season makes the passage very uncertain ; and the 
length of it would certainly cause the loss of a great part of our 
forces. 

It was with great reluctance Mr. Watson consented I should 
sign the articles of capitulation, though drawn out in his name, 
notwithstanding it was impossible the I"ort could ever have been 
taken without our assistance. We attacked the enemy six or 
seven days before the ships, and drove them from eleven batteries, 
one of which was by the river side, of very heavy metal, under 
which was sunk four or five ships and vessels to prevent the 
passage of the stpiadron, which could never have been effected 
without mastering that battery. We erected one of five twenty- 
four-pounders within a hundred yards of the south-east bastion, 
and another of three twenty- four- pounders within a hundred and 
fifty yards of the north-east bastion ; besides which, we manned 
all the tops of the houses, and kept up such a fire of musketry 

1 The islands of Mauritius, etc. 
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that the enemy could not appear either on the ramparts or bas- 
tions, by which means the fire was insignificant to what it would 
have been. 

I have just this instant received a letter of congratulation from 
the Nabob, copy of which I enclose you. 


31 1. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to the Xawab, dated 

2 () March, 

It was almost impfxssible that there could be a lasting peace 
in your kingdom while there arc two such j)owerful nations in it, 
because whenever a war breaks out between our two Kings they 
would not fail to extend tht* effects of it to these parts, endeavouring 
to drive each other from their Settlements in l- 5 cngal. . . . All 
these circumstances make it absolutely nt*ressary that Your 
Excellency should deliver up to us the persons and effects of the 
French at Cossirnba/ar, and their other out-Settlements, as being 
our enemies. We shall then be without rivals, and our whole force 
ready to obey your commands, and assist you in punishing all 
those who dare to molest the peace of your kingdom. 

312. Extract from a letter from the Xaioah to Colonel Clive, dated 

jg March, 1757. 

If you want the b'rench Factory it is well. Whatever they paid 
into the treasury, write to Mr. W'atts to make good here, and it is 
very well then you keep possession of the Factory. Hut if it be 
agreeable to you, it will be showing yourself a man of a great mind 
to give it up to them that they may carry on their trade as before. 


313. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Xaicah, dated 30 March, 1757. 

I have just now the honour of your obliging letter, and agree- 
able to your desire have deferred sending the Major ; and as I 
shall always make it my endeavour to shew you my sincerity and 
iirm4l|ttherence to the treaty in all my actions, so (as it is your 
desire) I will in a very few days, as soon as places can be got 
ready for them in Calcutta, withdraw the greatest part of my 
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troops. The remainder shall keep at Chandernagore as being the 
more healthy place, and also that Calcutta is in too ruinous a con- 
dition to receive my whole army. As I have never yet deviated 
in the least point from the friendship, I am amazed Your Excel- 
lency should give ear to my enemies as to think I had any ill inten- 
tions in moving with my army to the northward of Chandernagore. 

I once more swear by the God that made me, that I ever will be 
true to all that I have promist*d, and that I have nothing more at 
heart than that the friendship beincen Your Excellency and the 
English may last for ever. 1 hope I shall find Your Excellency's 
heart the same, and that you will shortly fulfil all your engage- 
ments, and that the English from your goodness and justice will 
have ample restitution of all their losses, and by once more 
sitting themselves down to trade, contribute to the increase of 
the revenues, and to make your kingdom flourish . There wants 
nothing to fix the peace of your kingdom, but that you would 
deliver up to us the French with their effects, w'herever they are 
to be found in your dominions ; for remember my words Sir, let 
them take deep root in your mind, that whenever there are two 
such powerful peoples, the peace of your country cannot be lasting. 

C ast your eyes on the Decan and Carnatic country, and see w'hat 
thousands of the Mopil's subjects, what sums of money, what 
populous and magnificent cities have been lost by their taking 
opposite parts in the wars there. Your Excellency has now an 
oj)portunity of preventing the same unhapp}’ scene ever passing 
in this country by entirely driving them out of it, and it will be 
always in our powder to keep them so. What matters it whether 
the revenues of your country proceed from the trade of one or two 
nations, so that the amount be but the same ? 1 have just received 
your letter of the bth of the moon. Surely Nuncomar must have 
wTote you long e’er this, that I never intend the least injury to the 
inhabitants of Hiighly. 

Is there a single subject of yours can prove the English army 
has done him the least injury? However, not to leave the least 
room for complaint, agreeable to your desire the greatest part of 
my army will remove to Calcutta very soon ; the ships are already 
moving. As to Chandernagore we do not want further possessions 
in this country, being xvell satisfied with what we already have. 
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We mean only to prevent the French, who are your enemies as 
well as ours, from ruining this country. For which purpose we 
mean utterly to destroy the fortifications of Francedong}% and then 
give the place up to your orders to do as you think proper, 
providing you never restore it to our enemies. 


J14. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, Fort Saint George, 
dated Camp near Chandernagore, 30 March, 1757. 

Gentlkmkn, — Since my dispatch of the 3rd instant, I am 
favoured with your letters of the 21st and 28th February with the 
duplicates and triplicates by the ships Sally and Betsey schooner. 

I acquainted yon that the neutrality with the French was not 
likely to be concluded. I continued encamped on the same 
ground, and the 7th instant received a letter from the Nabob, 
desiring me to join him against the Afghans, the van of whose 
army was attempting an irruption into this province. Accordingly 
I began my march the next morning, and thinking it a convenient 
opportunity to prevail on him to suffer us to take (‘handernagore, 
I wrote him word of our having endeavoured to conclude a 
neutrality with the French, but that the Director and Council 
were not invested with proper powers for that purpose ; that 
whilst we were engaged at a distance, assisting him against his 
enemies, the French, joined by Monsieur Hussy, might make an 
attempt on Calcutta ; and that therefore I should wait off Chander- 
nagore in hopes of receiving his leave to attack it. Accordingly 
the nth I encamped at the back of it within a mile of the Fort, 
and the 12th the Admiral receiving a letter from the Nabob, the 
purport of which was that we might act as we pleased with 
respect to the French, and having intelligence at the same time 
that the troops he had sent to their assistance were withdrawn, I 
summoned the place to surrender that night, but received no 
answer. The next morning I attacked their western battery which 
they defended very briskly the whole day, but at night abandoned 
it. A detachment I sent about noon to the southward took post 
inl^arden near the Fort, and within some of their batteries. The 
loss they had sustained at the western battery, and the apprehen- 
sion of their retreat being cut off by our detachment, made them 
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Hkewise desert that night all the works to the southward* among 
the rest a strong half moon on the river side mounting heavy 
mettle, and a battery of three guns playing down the channel, both 
which must have annoyed our ships greatly in their passage up. 
The batteries to the northward were all quitted at the same time. 

On the 19th the King’s ships got to the Prussian Gardens about 
a mile from the Fort, but it was the 23rd before they attempted to 
pass the vessels which had been sunk by the enemy opposite to 
the half moon. They weighed at daybreak, and in less than an 
hour were abreast of the Fort. A 13 inch mortar of ours with 
several cohorns and royals had played incessantly the whole 
night, and when the ships weighed we opened two batteries very 
near the walls, one of four pieces of cannon, the other of three, 
all four-and- twenty pounders, and kept continual discharge of 
musquetr}- from the adjacent houses. In short, the fire from the 
ships and the shore was so great that they capitulated in three 
hours. Copy of the terms granted them inclosed. You will 
observe the surrender is made to Admiral Watson, but common 
report will be just in publishing how great a share the land forces 
had in this conquest. 

There were abo\e 500 i^Iuropeans in the Fort, 250 seapoys and 
qoo topassesy inusiccsy Ac,, bearing arms. Of the Europeans about 
125 have given their parole of honor, 300 sick and well are 
prisoners, and the rest were either killed in the siege, or made 
their escape. 

I cannot at present give you an account to what value has been 
taken. The FVeiich Company had no great stock of merchandize 
remaining, having sold off most of their imports, and even their 
investment for ICuropc, to pay off in part the large debts they 
had contracted. With respect to the artillery and ammunition we 
found, I cannot as yet transmit you the inventory, but they were 
not indifferently furnished. There is likewise a very fine marine 
arsenal well stocked. In short, nothing could have happened 
more seasonable for the expeditious re-establishment of Calcutta 
than the reduction of Chandernagore. It was certainly a large, 
rich and thriving colony, and the loss of it is an unexpressible 
blow to the French Company. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Nabob has wrote 
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me a letter of congratulation on our success ; and that this enter- 
prise, so far from enraging him, has served to attach him more 
firmly to us. I am now using all my endeavours to prevail on him 
to deliver up, or suffer us to seize, the French and their property 
at all their out-Settlements, in order effectually to root them out 
of this Province, if possible. 

I should before have mentioned that during the siege I received 
letters from the Nabob acquainting me that he had accommodated 
matters with Ahmud Shaw, the Afghan, and therefore desiring we 
would stop our march as he had no further occasion for our assist- 
ance. He has fulfilled most of the Articles of the treaty made 
with us. The three lack of rup^ees are already paid and goods 
and money to a considerable amount delivered up to us at our 
several Subordinates, and I make little doubt but that all his 
engagements will be duly executed. On the whole, 1 may affirm 
to you that the Company's affairs in this Province wear a very 
p)rosperous face. 

By the Betsey schooner, who called at Bandcrmalanka, we have 
information that Monsieur Hussy had lost 200 Europeans, besides 
many blacks in taking some Rajah's fort in that neighbourhood. 
If this news be true, lu- will find it difficult enough to maintain 
himself in Golcondah without detaching either to the northward 
or the southward. 

The season now is so very far advanced that the voyage to 
Madras, if to be effected at all, must be long and painful to the 
troops. 1 therefore think it most advisable to remain with them 
till August, by which time all matters may be completely finished 
in this kingdom, and I may then return to you with a considerable 
body of men. 

Inclosed is a Journal of military operations, with a Return of 
all the forces under my command. You will observe I have been 
joined not only by the Bombay detachment, but by the four com- 
panies of seapoys from the Betsey and S«//y, and the King’s troops 
from the Cumberland, 

Aa we have been a good ' deal unsettled of late, what with 
m^hing and the siege, and some of my assistants have been 
indisposed, I must defer sending my February Rolls and Accounts* 
They shall be forwarded overland with those of March. I propose 



BENGAL IN 1756-67 


309 


in a few days striking off all baita, and retrenching every article of 
expense I possibly can. 

The King'sfisher sloop is on her dispatch to Europe, by which I 
am about to acquaint the Secret Committee of our success, and 
the happy situation of their affaiis in Bengal. 

I have, (SlC. &c., Robert Cmvk. 


315. Letter from Messrs, Jl\itson, /^/u'oek. Clive, :nd Kilpatrick to Select 

Committee, Fort William, dated Chandernag^re, 31 March, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — Having taken into ( onside’ation the disposal of 
the Fort of Chandernagore we imagine it wjli be for the interest of 
the Company and of the nation that it be demolished. For should 
the Nabob from the capriciousncss of his disposition once again 
turn his arms against [us] or should the French be able to send a 
force into this Province two garrisons will be more than we can well 
maintain, especially aft<*r the departure of the sqiuidron and return 
of the Madras troops. W’e shcnild bo glad to know your sentiments 
on this subject, and are, dvc. cS.c., Charles Watson, G. Pocock, 
K. Clive, J. Killpatkick. 


316. Letter from Admiral IFu/.sw/ to John ('levcland. Esq., dated 
H.M.S, ‘ Kent," off Chandernagore, 31 March, 1757.^ 

Sir,— Soon after the date of my last letter of 24th February 
dispatches arrived from Mr. Watts, the second in Council of 
Calcutta, who is attending the Nabob’s Court at Muxadavad. 
By his letters the Nabob appeared not so strongly attached to 
the F^rench interest as we had reason to apprehend when I 
addressed you last. No pains was spared to improve this altera- 
tion from the resolution he had before taken, and the circumstance 
of some troubles approaching the northern part of his kingdom 
by the Afghans, who it w'as said had chose a person named 
Abdallah to be their General, and that he had taken Delly and 
niade the Mogul prisoner, and had coined money in his own 
name. The apprehensions the Nabob was under from this sudden 
revolution in the Empire made him very sollicitous to be re- 

* Duplicate of letter to Lord Holdernesse of same date (Admiralty Records). 
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mforced by our troops, who he offered great rewards to for their 
service. But I represented to him how imprudent it would be to 
send all our force from our garrison, to march with him a con- 
siderable distance into the countiy' and leave behind us our 
enemies the French, who agreeable to his desire I had been 
endeavouring to enter into a neutrality with, but upon discovering, 
(w'hen the business w'as near c()ncluded), that the} w'ere not vested 
W'ith proper powers to make such a treaty, I declined entering 
any farther into a negotiation of that nature with people who had 
no authority to do it, and that I made nc^ doubt he percei\ed the 
uprightness of m} intention in endeavouring to comply with what 
he had recommended relating to the business of a neiitralit\, and 
that he was too rcasonabk to expert I could assist him w'lth the 
forces he required till such time we had i educed the French, so 
as to leave no enemy behind us. This wrought such an effect on 
the Nabob, that though he could not be brought to gi\e his full 
consent in wTiting to our attacking the French, }et he explained 
his sense of the matter sufhcient to be unde rstood he w’ould not 
interfere or know’ of any thing done betwec‘n us and them. 

As I had not tot<ill\ given o\er the thoughts of attacking 
Chandernagor, I kept the squadion in leadintss to proceed up 
the river w’henc\er the pilots would take charge of the ships, and 
upon receiving such favourable hints from the Nabob I fixed the 
time for sailing. Before that came the Bomba\ troops arri\ed 
at Calcutta, amounting to thice bundled men, and marched 
directly to the camp to join Colonel Cli\e, who b} this reinforce- 
ment had wdth him 700 Eurojieans and 1,600 blacks. Immediately 
after he was joined by the Bombay detachment he marched to 
Chandernagore, where he had not been long before he took 
possession of all the enemy's out-posts, except one redoubt, 
situated between the ri\er side and the walls of the Fort, wherein 
were mounted eight cannon, 24 pounders, four of which pointed 
dowm the river. Tw'o days before I sailed, an officer of the 
Cumberland brought me letters from Mr. Pocock, acquainting me 
of his arrival at Ballasore Road. Had this happened a few' days 
soeinP, the reinforcement of her seamen and the troops she had 
on board would have been a very considerable advantage to us, 
but there was no waiting three or four days without losing the 
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opportunity of the Neapes, and, before the proper time of tic}es 
vvo:jld have offered again, great changes might have happened by 
the artful insinuations of the French at the Nabob’s Court. I 
resolved therefore to proceed with the few men I had, and sailed 
the 15th instant w'ith the Kent, and Salisbury, The twenty 

ship and sloop, I ordered rp the river some days before to 
cover the boats attending on the camp. On the i8th 1 anchored 
about two mil( '5 below* Chandc’ riagore anJ observed the French 
had done every thing in their pt'wxr tc obsti art our passage up, by 
sinking two ships, a ketcli, a snow , a hulk and a vessel without 
masts, all directl} in the channel within gnn-sbot of the Fort, and 
laying two booms moored with i hains acioss the river. This 
caused some delay, till the boom- were cut adrift and I could 
discover by sounding in the night a ]»ii>per channel to pass 
through, w'hich the pilots found out, without being at the trouble 
of weighing any of the vessels as 1 expected w e should have been 
obliged to do; but before tins could be sufficiently known to 
Neiiture through Mr. Pocock came up to me in his boat, and 
hoisted his flagon board the On the 2jrd at six o’clock 

in the morning, I w’eighed and sailed up in the following order, 
the Ty^er, Kent and Salisbury, At ten minutes after six the 
enemy began to fire from the redoubt, which was abandoned as 
soon as the leading ship got a breast of it. At three quarters 
after six, the ships w^ere placed, when I I'aiised the signal to be 
made for engaging, which continued very briskly on both sides till 
a quarter past nine. The enemy then waved over their walls a 
flag of truce, and desired to capitulate. I have inclosed a copy of 
the Articles they proposed with niy answ’ers, w'hich the Governor 
and Council agreed to and signed w ithin the time prescribed them. 
In consequence of which I sent Captain Latham (of the Tyger) 
ashore to receive the keys and take possession of the Fort. I 
beg leave to congratulate their Lordships on the success of His 
Majesty’s arms on this occasion. 

Colonel Clive marched in with the King’s troops about five 
in the afternoon. There w’ere in the Fort 1,200 men of which 
were 500 Europeans and 700 blacks, 183 pieces of cannon from 
24 pounders downw^ards, three small mortars, and a considerable 
quantity of ammunition. 
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Besides the ships and vessels sunk below to stop the channel 
up, they sunk and run ashore five large ships above the Fort, and 
we have taken four sloops and a snow. The enemy had killed in 
the Fort 40 men and 70 wounded. We also have suffered in some 
degree, the Kent had ig men killed and 49 wounded, the Tyger 
13 killed and 50 wounded. Among the number killed was my 
First Lieutenant Mr. Samuel Perreau, and the Master of the Tyger, 
Among the wounded was Mr. Pocock slightly hurt, Captain Speke 
and his son by the same cannon ball, the latter had his leg shot 
off, Mr. Rawlins Hey, my Third Lieutenant, had his thigh much 
shattered, and is in great danger, Mr. Stanton, my Fourth Lieu- 
tenant, slightly wounded by splinters, but the greater part of the 
wounded have suffered much, being hurt chiefiy by cannon shot ; 
several of them cannot possibly recovi.r. I must do this justice 
to all the officers and men in general, to say, agreeable to their 
usual bravery, they behaved with great spirit and resolution on 
this occasion, as did also the land forces who kept a good and 
constant fire the whole time from two batteries of four and two 
guns, they had raised very near the Fort. 

I am fearful the has suffered so much in her hull, I shall 

be under a necessity of leaving her behind, it being I believe 
impossible to repair her, which their Lordships w ill better judge 
of by the inclosed account of her defects. Those of the Tyger may 
be repaired, there being some masts and a quantity of other naval 
stores at this place. 

Since my being here, the Nabob has ac(]uainted me he has made 
a Peace with his enemies, and that he shall now have no occasion 
for the assistance of our troop^, so that how' they will be employed 
the remaining part of this summer is not yet determined. The 
ships must infallibly remain here now^ till August, when I shall 
endeavour to proceed to Bombay with .all the dispatch possible, 
without calling at Madrass, having sent for the provisions and 
stores belonging to the squadron to be brought here. 

By the arrival of the Bombay ships, I received their Lordships* 
or(^ of the i8th May 1756 With tw^elve copies of His Majesty’s 
deSiration of war against France, which I have delivered agreq- 


^ The Kent was condemned, and apparently broken up in Calcutta. 
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able to their direction to the several Captains under my command 
with orders accordingly. 

Their Lordships* order for my returning home the latter end 
of this year, is impossible for me now to comply with, but I hope 
to get away from Bqmbay time enough to arrive in England in 
August or September 1758, and though my stay will be something 
kmger than they expected, I hope my pu)ceedings in the circum- 
stances I have lx*en under will meet wiih tlu'ir Lordships’ appro- 
bation. 

By letters from the Cogimittee at Fort Saint George, I am 
informed of the Triton s arrival at Anjingo f'l' ihe coast of Malabar 
the 27th December last, and landi'd a packett from the East India 
Company for their Governru* and Council al Fort Saint George, but 
no account where she went to from then( r. I suppose she is gone 
to Bombay and it is very probable I ma\ not see her till June or 
July, w'hich makes me uneasy, as I imagine her ('aptain is charged 
with orders of some consequence for mo. 

An opportunity irnmtidiately offering by a sloop going from 
hence to Bussero, I take the chance of these letters arriving safe, 
as I imagine the most early notice of this intelligence at home 
may be of some consciiuence to our affairs in this part of the 
world. 

I am, &c. (S:c., Cn\s. Watson. 

I beg the favour you will forward the inc losed. 

P.S. — Out of the 500 Europeans said to be in the Fort we have 
only 300 pirisoners. 

317. Letter from the Nawab to the Dii^tiui^iiished of the Empire^ 
the Sword of Riches, the Victorious in IFtir, Monsieur Busic 
Bahaudar, dated — March, 1757. 

I have with great pleasure received news of your being 
arrived near the Orissa country with a j:)owerful army of soldiers 
Tclingas, &c.. to the assistance of the commander of Chandernagore. 
I promise myself great pleasure of seeing you ; a meeting will 
confirm the great friendship between us. I have ordered the 
Naibs of the Subah, the Phousdar and Zemidars of Midnapore, to 
wait on you and assist you in your march. 
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318. Letter from the Nawah to Mofisieur Busie Bahauder, 6'C., 
dated — Marche 1757. 

I am advised that you arc arrived at Echapore, this news gives 
me pleasure, the sooner you come here the greater satisfaction I 
shall have in meeting ycni. What can I write of the perfidy of 
the English, they have without ground picked a quarrel with 
Monsieur Rennault and taken b}' force his Factory. I'hey want 
now to quarrel with Monsieur Law your Chief at C'assimbuzar, 
but I will take care to oppose and overthrow their proceedings. 
When you come to Ballasore I will then send Monsieur Law to 
}'Our assistance, unless you forbid his setting out. Rest assured 
of my good will towards you and your C'ompany, and to convince 
you of my sincerity I now send pencanahs to Didarally and 
Ramagee Pundit and to Rajaram Sing, that as soon as you may 
enter the Province that they may meet and lend you all possible 
assistance, and not on any pn*tence impede your march. Both 
at Cuttack Rajah of Hallasore and Midnaport*. 

319. Letter from the Nawah to Rajaram dated 

— Marchy 1757. 

You write me that Monsieur Busie is arrived at Echapore six 
days* journey on this side of Chicacul, and six days on the other 
side Cuttack, this letter I have received, you must obtain good 
intelligence and employ proper hircaras, and so soon as Monsieur 
Busey is arrived in your limits, receive him in the politest 
manner so that he may he well pleased and satisfied with you. 
The moment Monsieur I-jusic arrives present him the enclosed 
perwanah. Enquire diligently and inform me whether he has 
passed the Chilka. I have wrote to Didarally and Ramagee 
Pundit that when Monsieur Busie or his army arrives they do 
not impede them. 

320. Letter from the Dutch Director and Councily Hiigli, to the 
Assembly of Scveniec 7 i, dated 2 April, 1757.^ 

T|J(rHE Honourable Directors, — The reason of this interim 
despatch is the passing of Fort Orleans at Chandernagore into 

* Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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the possession of the English, who began the attack on the 14th of 
last month and captured it on the 23rd, after the besieged, re- 
lying on the strength of their works, had offered a vigorous 
resistance ; but however strong and well made their bastions may 
have been, they were no match for the fearful fire of the three 
inen-of-war which Admirals Watson and Pocock brought into 
position on the aforesaid date, whereby the matter was decided in 
two hours’ time, the fortres*. capitulating and I he besieged being 
most handsomely treated, and allowed, iniet uiidy to repair hither * 
with all their private property, that wc -Inill be saddled with 
them for s<nne time to come. 

This misfortune is, forsooth, as nothing compared with that to 
which we should be exposed in the e\cnt of a rupture w'ith France 
or Itlngland, for as we took the liberty of stating under date of the 
22nd of January last, our Port is a nest that would not be able to 
withstand the onslaught of the enemy for as many hours as the 
iTench have days, and now the ^^nglish have destroyed the 
imaginary^ neutrality within the Ganges, the stronger party wall 
m the future, no doubt, always assail and ruin the weaker, unless 
th(j parties at variance can find a means to reconcile their clashing 
interests. 

If this forecast of coming e\ents should be realized, we are 
sure to be alwavs pulling at the shortest end, for it is an indis- 
|)utable fact that we have most to lose, nay, j)erhaps more than all 
the others put together, and no power in the world to safeguard 
it. The Nawab who was perfectly aware of our impotence, has 
not only extorted from us the immense sum referred to in our 
respects of 2nd of January, but has since then, in reply to our 
annexed request for restitution of the said moneys, had the 
audacity to threaten to bastonade us with bamboos (the greatest 
insult that can be offered to anyone here), if we do not keep quiet , 
an affront that we should be able to pay him out for, if we could 
put an army of from 14 to men in the field, as the British 

have done, w'ho have now’ made him so tame, that the mere sight 
of an English flag is sufficient to drive him out of his mind 
with fear. 

M.e , not ratified by any actual treaty, and depending only on custom. 
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321, Letter from the Nawab to Colonel Clive, dated 4 April. Received 

8 April, 1757. 

I received your letters and observe what you desire in regard to 
the French Factories and their goods. I address you seeing you 
are a man of wisdom and knowledge, and well acquainted with 
the customs and trade of the world, and you must know that the 
French, by the permission and phirnuiund of the King, have built 
them several Factories and carried on th(‘ir trade in this kingdom. 
I cannot therefore, without hurting my character and exposing 
myself to trouble hereafter, deliver up their Factories and goods 
unless I have a wTitten order from thi‘m for so doing, and I arn 
perswaded that from your friendshij^ for me you would never be 
glad at anything whereby my fame would suffer, as I, for my own 
part, am ever desirous of promoting [your good]. Mr. Renault, 
the French Governor, being in your power, if you could gt‘t from 
him a paper under his own hand and seal to this purpose, ‘That 
of his own will and pleasure he thereby gave up to the English 
Company's servants, and emj)Owered them to receive, all the 
Factories, money, and goods belonging to the French Company 
without any hindrance from the Nabob’s people,' and would send 
this to me, 1 should be secure by that from any trouble hereafter 
on this account. Hut it is absolutely necessary you come to some 
agreement about the King’s duties arising from the French trade: 
for this reason that there may be no loss to the King. I shall 
then be able to answer to his servants, ‘ That in order to make 
good the duties accruing from the I'rencli trade, I had delivered 
up their Factories into the hands of the English.’ 

322. Letter from Mr. ICrtZ/i to Colonel Clive, dated M nrsJiidabad, 

5 April, 1757. 

SiK, — The moment I received your favours of the 26th, 29th, 
and 31st, accompanying letters [toj the Nabob, I despatched them 
to him. 

On being advised that the- French were erecting batteries, and 
diJl^ng a ditch round their b'actory at Cossimbazar, I applied to the 
Nabob, who ordered one hundred bildars^ there w'ho have demol- 


^ DiRgers. 
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ished their works ; since which I am informed they have collected 
together from Chandernagor, Dacca, Jugdea, &c., 150 Europeans 
and 100 Tcllingecs, I applied to the Nabob to have them delivered 
lip to me, but could only obtain an order on them to turn all their 
new comers out of their Factory, and to remain only with those 
soldiers they had before our attack on ('handernagore. Nazir 
Delul and Kissoresing an hirnirra are gone to sec these orders 
put in execution. As the French are so strong here and as I am 
apprehensive the Nabob may entertain tbt ni. 1 have promised a 
pardon and service to all their -oldicrs th;:t will engage w'ith us, 
exci pt Frenchmen. I hope this will riieet w li your approval, 

I'rom the advices received it i- general I) believed the Pytans 
are marching down this way. It is said they havt* concluded a 
tnaty with the Morattoes, and are to h** joined by Ranlluray, 
Hojuray’s son ; if this news is true 1 expi'ct the Nabob will soon 
apply to you for assistance. 

If you have found any of thi Nabob's letters to the French that 
will he of use, I should be obliged to you for copies of them. 

The Nabob requests that if a iVacc should be concluded with 
the French, you will not let them enter the Province till they have 
iirsl concluded a Peace with him. 

l^y bribery all the Nabob’s lurLdvrab^ arc our enemies, and are 
continually w’riting and giving faFc intelligence, winch would be 
entirely [successful] if Nuncomaur’s letters did not contradict those 
reports ; therefore if you think proper w hen he comes to you again, 
yon may tell him the Cu^laiib que Foul is fresh and flourishing, 
Omichund and I are of opinion it is better not to let him smell it 
yet, but keep him in hoj^es, and acquaint him if he keeps firm to 
his agreement made with Omichund, he may depend on your 
fulfilling your promise. We are endeavouring to get the phousdarry 
of Hiighly foi him ; in which if w^c succeed, I hope to reap for the 
Company some advantages. 

I beg you wull send me a copy in Persians of all the Persian 
letters you write. 

This serves to enclose tw^o letters from the Nabob, that from 
his A omnah^ is so trifling, that I thought it unnecessary to send an 
express cossid with it. 

’ Amlah a superior subordinate ofticial 
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I request you will write to Juggutseat and desire him to send 
his gomastah to Calcutta, where he may depend on meeting with 
all favour and protection, and that he will likew'ise order his 
gomastah Bigenaut to Hughly, assuring Juggutseat Bigenaut may 
reside there with the utmost security and safety, that you have 
some little complaints to make against him, wherein in some 
affairs you think he has not acted altogether rightly, but when he, 
Juggutseat, is acquainted with them you do not doubt but they 
will be immediately rectified. 

Bigenaut I am informed bought many of our Calcutta goods at 
half price. If I can get the particulars I shall send them, when I 
think W'e may ask, though not demand, the difference between the 
price he bought those goods at and their real value. 

The Nabob is very dilatory in parting with the ready money. 
The reason I imagine is the French give him hopes of soon having 
a large force here. Yesterday they wrote the Nabob they had 
certain advice of scvcnti en men of war, three thousand soldiers, 
and four thousand caffrces^ arrival at Pondicherry. 

Mr. Collet applied to the Dutch here for some powder and 
muskets, but Mr. Bisdom positively ord(Ted them not to lend us 
the least assistance. 

I have not been able to got our cannon yet. Omichiind desires 
his respects, 

I am, &c. &c., \V. W.'XTTS. 


323. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Saicub, dated 8 April, 1757. 

I had the honour of Your Excellency’s letter, wherein you observe 
that as the French had "by the King’s phirmaund built their several 
Factories in this Kingdom you could not without injuring your 
character deliver up their Factories and goods unless you had a 
written order from them, but that if 1 could send you an order 
from Mr. Renault you would have no trouble afterw'ards to appre- 
hend on this account. That it was also necessary to come 
to some agreement for making good the duties arising from the 
¥Hlfich trade. All the Europeans agreeable to the King's 
phirmaund have settled their several Factories in the different 


Negroes, 
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provinces of the Empire. The French and we are almost 
continually at war together. In any of the Provinces when any 
place belonging to the French has been taken by the English, or 
if the French possessed themselves of any place of ours, the 
Governor of that Province never offered to detain the Subordinate 
Factories or goods belonging to either, nor ever required a 
written order for the delivery* Now thai 1 have granted terms to 
Mr. Renault, and that he is under my prote^ tion, it is contrary to 
our custom after this to use violence, and without it how would 
ht‘ ever of his own will and write to desire you to deliver 

up his master’s property. Weigh the pistict of tliis in your own 
mind. Notwithstanding we have rcducM the breneh so low, you, 
contrary to your own interest and to the treaty you have made with* 
us that mv enemies should be yours, vou ^till support and encour- 
age them. But should yon think ’t would hurt your character to 
deliver up the French Factories and goods, \nur Excellency has 
only to signify to me your appiobatic'n and I will march up and take 
them. You must be sensible that there never will be peace and 
security in your province w'hile the brench continue in it, as they 
will ever be raising disturbances, wdiich must end in the ruin of 
your country and its inhabitants, (hi the first intimation that you 
stood in need of my assistance Your Highness cannot forget how 
readv I was to obey your commands, and to set out to join }OU 
against your enemies. How different is your conduct in protecting 
my enemies from your professions of favour and kindness to me 
Chandernagore being their chief Settlement, to which all their 
other Factories are subordinate, I expected that after having taken 
it and made their Governor prisoner that you would have delivered 
the rest into my hands, and till such time as the Factories and 
goods belong to the French are delivered into my hands, what- 
ever we have hitherto done will avail us but little, and therefore 
Your Highness will consider well that I will not do things by 
halves. I never have nor ever shall deviate from the Articles of my 
agreement, and I am far from desiring the King’s revenues shall 
be lessened. To prevent this I shall consult with the Admiral, 
Governour, and Council, and write you the result. What else I 
had to say I have told to Nuncomar, who will communicate it to 
you. 
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324. Letter from the Dutch Director and Council, Hugli, to 
Mr. Vemet, dated 9 April, 1757.^ 

Your having refused the request of the Chief of the English 
Factory at your place for a small barrel of powder and twelve 
firelocks meets with oiir approval as also your declining the urgent 
solicitation on the part of Fettussen’s heirs- for the storage of 
some goods of the French that they have taken in pawn for debt, 
since to do the foriiier would he in violation of a strict neutrality, 
without considering your small supply of muskets and powder, and 
the latter would lead our allies to imagine that we concealed goods 
belonging to their enemies.** This must be absolutely refused the 
said heirs under pretext that there is no room in the Company’s 
Factory, and whate\er else you may think necessary to convince 
them of our not being able to oblige them. 

325. Letter from CoUmcl Cltvc to the Nau'ah, dated 10 April, 1757. 

I wrote Your Excellency a day or two ago, wherein I repre- 
sented to Your Excellency how contrary it is to the established 
custom of European nations to force Mr. Renault to do w^hat is 
disagreeable or hurtful to his Company and their affairs. As you 
are a man of great sense you will at once see the unreasonableness 
of this request, and be satisfied with my engaging to make good to 
Your Excellency the King’s customs arising (;n the French trade, 
and taking care that the Empire suffer nothing by the taking ol 
Chandernagore, and the delivery of the French, their F*actories and 
effects. This I promise to do as long as they are kept out of your 
country. I went to Calcutta yesterday on purp)ose to settle this 
matter with the Admiral, Governour, and Council, and to con- 
vince you how much I have your reputation and interest at heart. 
Thank God this busint-ss is done, and Your Excellency may be 
easy on that account. It gives me great concern to find there is 
so much delay in fulfilling the Articles of Peace. It is a long time 

‘ Vernet Papers, the Haf^ue 

^ - The Seths, to whom the Frehch were bea\ily in debt As it was probable that 
Blie Lnghsh would obtain from the Nawab the property of the French at Murshidabad, 
the Seths thought it would be safer to place what they held in the hands of the 
Dutch, who were neutral. 

* The English did so accuse the Dutch 
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since Your Excellency promised to fulfil everything in fifteen days; 
twice that time is passed, and most of the material Articles as far 
from being put into execution as ever. Every day I receive com- 
plaints on this subject. I therefore take the liberty of putting 
down in writing what parts of the treaty so solemnly sworn to I 
desire may be complied with. 

ist. That the guns and ammunition taken at C'ossimbazar and 
the other Subordinates be restoi ed. 

2nd. Parwatinahs throui'h the country, especially at Dacca, for 
the currency of our business. 

3rd. Parwannuhs for the currency of sz'a’it., coined at Calcutta 
alias Alianagore. 

4th. Parwannahs for the thirty-eight villages. 

5th. Parwannahs for returning ever^- thing taken at the different 
aurungs and Factories. 

I now call upon Your Excellency in the name of God and His 
Prophet to fulfil the Articles, and 1 further call upon Your Excel- 
lency in the most sincere manner to put an entire confidence 
in the English, and to believe that they will never forsake you. 
Things are now come to such a pass that the French must be 
expelled your Province, or the English can never be assured of 
your friendship. I conclude this letter with declaring before God 
and His Prophet Jesus, that if you will comply with the contents 
of this letter and be a true friend to the English, that I will in all 
respects act conformable to your wash and join you against all 
your enemies. 

3-b. Extracts from a letter from Council^ Fort Williafn, to the Court 
of Directors^ dated 10 April, 1757* 

Paragraph 2. We have acquainted Your Honours of our having 
sent several of your servants to the different Subordinates to receive 
the Factorys, books, papers, goods, moneys, &c., which were taken 
there, and w'hich by the treaty were to be returned. By the 
copies herewith transmitted of the letters received from the Gentle- 
men at Cossimbazar and Dacca, you will observe what progress 
has been made in the delivery of your effects, and the opinion of 
the Gentlemen at those places, that Your Honours are likely to be 

VOL. II. 4^ 
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Kttle or no sufferers there. From Balasore we learn the same 
good news, and hope Mr. Watts will be able very shortly to procure 
a full restitution of what was taken in Fort William and our 
aurungs . 

Paragraph 7. In our former letters we omitted to inform Your 
Honours that the extraordinary good behaviour of your junior 
servants during the siege of Calcutta, and their great forwardness 
to lend their assistance for the retaking of it, induced us to give 
several of them commissions on our Establishment. Mr. William 
Ellis was one of them, and has had the misfortune to lose his leg 
in the skirmish of the 5th February. His gallant behaviour both 
before and upon that occasion entitles him to Your Honours’ notice, 
and we beg leave to recommend him as very worthy of your favour, 
especially as the unfortunate circumstance above mentioned may 
possibly oblige him to return to Europe. Mr. William Tookewas 
wounded at Chandernagore, and died the 24th March. 

We are, &c. ^c., Rogkk Drakk, Ji niok, R. Becher, W. 
Fhankland, W. Collet, W. Mackett, P. Amvatt, Calcutta. 


327. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel ClivCy dated M iirshidabad^ 

II April, 1757. 

Sir, — The Nabob is very dilatory in complying with refunding 
the ready money part of his contract. I am now only settling the 
Subordinate and auriing accounts, but when I come to demand 
what was seized by him at Calcutta I shall meet with many diffi- 
culties; almost every individual of the Nabob’s Ministers are our 
enemies from our not having gratified them ; this they resent, and 
as they have but little regard for the Nabob, they care not what 
rash measures they precipitate him into ; they are always raising 
his apprehensions of us, and affirm that when we have got what 
we can we shall in the Rains attack him ; they are also continually 
crying up the PYench power; sometimes Bussy with a large army 
is entering the Province, at others the French are arrived before 
Pgl^icherry with 17 ships of war, 3,000 soldiers and 4,000 Caffrees, 
and yesterday Rogeram from Midnapore writes that he has advices 
from Ballasore that there are forty ships gone to attack Bombay. 
As the Nabob Credits and is guided by five or six of these low 
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people, these idle stories that they report to our prejudice 
believes, therefore to have our contract soon fulfilled and get his 
confidence, Omichund and I after many conferences are of opinion 
it is adviseablc to be at some expence to gain over these people^ 
which we think will bo attended with many advantages, in getting 
Nuncomaur Phonsdar of Hughly, when by his representations we 
hope to get instead of the 38 villages, many of which lie at a dis- 
tance from Calcutta,.' much larger ext oiv of country contiguous 
to Calcutta. Meer \ .\.r Cawn designed Phousdar of 

Hughly, bill a stop at present s put to rliis promotion. I have 
not wrote upon this subject, either 10 thr oiincil or Committee* 
I chose to have your opinion first. If it coincides with ours 1 shall 
then address thtnn. Ih* .issnred I shall be as frugal as possible in 
this expence. When we havt* ^-nro g. Lined over these people to 
rmr interest I hope all affairs w dl be soon settled 

As Omichund has a superior understanding and as I am 
persuaded it is greatly for hir. inten,’St that we should be successful, 
I therefore consult him on all occasions, which I hope you will 
approve of. 

Omichund and 1 have had many conversations on a subject 
I did not know h<nv to address you about. I opened myself to 
Scrafton and from him learn that Omichund’s and my endeavours 
for yours and the Major's service will not be disagreeable. 

It is hinted to me as if it would be proposed to the Committee 
for our army to march this way, but hope no such proposal will be 
listened to, as it will be violating our treaty with the Nabob, who 
is complying with his part of it, though not so expeditiously as we 
could wish ; it will be throwing the countr\ again into confusion, 
and probably prevent the Company’s getting an investment for 
another year, the consequences of which may be fatal to them ; 
nothing but an open and an apparent breach by the Nabob in his 
contract ought to induce us to rekindle the war in this Province ; 
however if such a measure should be thought advantageous, I 
should think it would be prudent first to withdraw all our effects 
from the Subordinates. 

The loth of March I wrote to the Committee to send up the 
gomastahs of the several aurtmgs ; but not one has as yet appeared, 
which prevents our settling any of those accounts, as I know not 

41 — 2 
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what was seized from these several places ; for these delays the 
Nabob blames us, and says as soon as we have finished these 
accounts he will deliver over what was brought to his account in 
Calcutta. 

Enclosed is copy of an acquittance or clearance for the Admiral 
and you to sign, which you cannot do till you are advised I have 
received everything that was taken. The Nabob is very earnest for 
this acquittance, to which he is advised by the people about him, 
who have stole and made away with a number of goods and 
things of value, which they are afraid of being called to an account 
for, and hope if they can get this acquittance they shall be secure. 
As you may with the greatest security depend on me on ever>’^ 
occasion, I hope to be favoured with your confidence and advice, 
being with the greatest esteem, Sir, your. &c. W. Watts. 

I think the Admiral and you giving me authority to sign the 
acquittance will be fully sufficient. 


328. Letter from Colonel Clive to Peter Renault^ Esq., C'c., French 
f^entlemen who have f^iven their parole, dated Camp, 11 April, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — Give me leave to represent to you, that I think 
a parole of honour either given verbally or in writing to be the most 
sacred thing on earth ; such who receive this indulgence are 
always esteemed gentlemen of unquestionable reputation, who 
being actuated by principles of honour only will not make use of 
the liberty granted them of being prisoners at large in any shape 
to the disadvantage of that nation whose prisoners they are. Now 
I am informed you have meetings and carry on a correspondence 
with the country Government and your Subordinate Factories. If 
there be any truth in this report, that you make use of that liberty 
granted you in any shape to the disadvantage of the English 
nation, you will be no longer looked on as men of honour or 
entitled to the advantage you now enjoy. I could wish, gentlemen, 
to ^ive satisfaction on that bead, that you would separate, some 
gol^ Serampore, the Danish Settlement, some to Calcutta, and 
some may have liberty to stay in the town of Chinchura and 
in Chandernagore. 

I am, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 
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329. Letter from Mr. Luke Scrafton to Colonel Clive, dated 
Cussimbazar, 12 April, 1757. 

Sir, — I sent my compliments to yon by Mr. Walsh, reserving 
the honour of writing to you till I had paid my respects' to the 
Nabob which I did last night, and a vci y humorous visit it proved. 
He had enquired in the morning who I was and when in de- 
scribing me they touched on the shoulder knot he immediately cried 
out ‘that’s the garden : hap, le; him come. I went with Mr. Watts 
at four, and as the Nabob wa^ not read}' f ) receive us curiosity led 
us to pay a visit to the son of Shah who made his escape 

after Nadir Shah had cut his nos/ off and he now wears a clay 
substitute ; he fled here on a Dutch ship, and was kindly received 
by old Alyvherde who allowed him io,(»eo Rupees pcj' annum which 
is continued to him ; he seems a pla-i honest man, of no very bright 
parts. From him we went to the Nabob, who no sooner saw me 
than he fdll a laughing and sliaking his head. I thought as much 
as to say ‘it was a damned eumieal trick, but I shall remember you 
for it’; I returned his laugh very heartih to the no small surprise of 
the solemn faces at his Durbar} He cried ‘ give him a horse and 
a dress; no let it be an elephant.’ I went to put on my dress and 
somebody dissuaded him from the elephant so I only got a horse. 
He made me a compliment on the appearance I made in a Moor’s 
dress, asked me if I had had my health well, and as there was too 
full a Durbar to talk of our affairs he dismissed us. So much for 
this trifling affair which may possibly amuse you. There is great 
probability that the French have taken service with the Nabob ; 
this at least is the Dutch report and to confirm it we saw in the 
Nabob’s palace a French officer with two chottpdars before him. 
The Admiral's and your letter on the subject arrived late last night ; 
what effect they have and what seem to me at least the properest 
measures to be taken at present I will write in cypher to Mr. 
Walsh, for the miscarriage of such a letter might be attended with 
fatal consequences. 

Cossimbuzar if the silk were wound off out of the Factory would 
furnish quarters for 300 Europeans. 

I have desired Mr. Watts to buy you 20 oxen, which he has 
^ It is not clear to what incident this story refers, possibly to the escape of Messrs. 
Walsh and Scrafton after their visit to the Nawab, on the 4th February, in Omi- 
chand’s garden. 
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done and they will be sent to you immediately. If you like them 
you may have any number jI 25. 

Dusmahmud Khan is like to die of his wound, and Monick- 
chund is restored to favour at the expence of loj laacks. 

The weather gives room to suspect the Rains will set in very 
early, so that the Nabob is under no apprehension of the Afghans 
this year. 

You may render Nun suspected if you mention his name 

in your letters to the Nabob. 

I heartily wish you health and happiness and am, &c. &c., 
Luke Scrafton. 

330. Letter from Coloyiel Clive to Adna>i Bisdom, ILsq.,Governour of 

Cliinchura, dated Camp, 13 April, 1757. 

Sir, — As there is the strictest friendship and alliance subsisting 
between the two nations, it W'ould give me infinite concern to 
make use of force, or any either methods which might be dis- 
agreable, for the delivery of all French gimtlemen now’ residing 
at Chinchura, and who are under parole of honour not to act 
directly or indirectly against the English nation. I have therefore 
sent an English officer to wait upon you, and to demand them in 
the Admiral’s and my name ; and I flatter myself that you wall 
be kind enough to have them escorted out of }'oiir bounds, w'here 
proper persons wall l)e ready to receive them. 

I have, &c. &c., Rohert Clive. 

331. Letter from Colonel Clive to Peter Renault, Esq,, late Governor 

of Chanderna^ore, and to the gentlemen late of Council there, 
dated Camp, 13 April, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — By virtue of your parole of honour I summon 
you in the name of His Britannick Majesty to render yourselves at 
Chandernagore the 14th April at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 

Dated at the English Camp the 13th April 1757. 

Robert Clive. 

S 5 ^f^ctter from Colonel Clive to Adrian Bhdom, Esq., dated Camp, 

13 April, 1757. 

Sir, — I have received the honour of your letter of this day. 
Persons on their parole, such as the French gentlemen at Chin- 
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chura in general arc, must surrender themselves whenever 
formally required. What they pretend as to the Capitulation 
having been made in the name of Admiral Watson is nothing to 
the purpose. They surrendered the Fort themselves to an officer 
of His Britannick Majesty, an.l gave their parole conformably, by 
virtue of which any officer belonging ^) that Crown can after- 
wards call upon them to deliver thenr-clves up. I have already 
summoned thorn as m ( Jmer bclori^;ng to His Britannic 
Majesty, and in his name shafi do it ag.iiu , if they still refuse to 
comply, I must mnsiderand ti -at theni is enemies at open war 
with ns, andi Hatter myself yon will them no kind of pro- 

tection, but order them immediately lo leave your bounds. You 
will please to obserw, that it i^' their piirolcol honour, and that 
oidy, that I call upon them t » surrerder themselves. Let me 
repeal that the ("apit illation has nothing to do in this case. 

I have, Ike., (ic., Roulri (.'ijvk. 

333. Letter from i'<>!oncl Clivc to the Select ( ommittcc^ Fort William, 
dated Camp, ij, April, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I must refer you to the Admiral’s letter and 
sundry papers for my proceedings in relation to the French 
gentlemen on parole. To-morrow morning the Governor and 
Council will set out for Calcutta, and I must request you will get 
them the best accommodations you can. 

This is striking at the root of the evil, and I am persuaded you 
will back my proceedings with the Admiral, well knowing how 
beneficial they may be to the Company. To-morrow morning 
all the other gentlemen on parole are to be at my quarters, and 
I shall take care to put it out of their power of doing any 
more harm to the Company. Not a Frenchman shall be left at 
Chinchura. 

I am, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

334. Letter from Colonel Clivc to Admiral Watson, dated Camp, 

13 April, 1757. 

Sir, — A few days ago I informed you of my suspicions that 
some of the gentlemen on parole had been acting a very base part, 
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which suspicions I have now brought to proof ; the enclosed is 
the report of a Frenchman whom we took in Chinchura; he is not 
a deserter, and declared everything of his own free will. Part of 
his evidence is confirmed by the Governour’s own servant, who 
affirms that five days ago six Frenchmen who escaped came to the 
Governour and stayed with him some time ; that on coming out 
they had money in their hands, and that the Governour ordered 
him, one of the servants, to conduct the six men to La Vigne, the 
Europe Captain’s house : which he accordingly did : and that in 
the evening six more prisoners came, whom the h'rench Governour 
ordered to be carried to La Vigne’s likewise ; there are many 
other particulars too tedious to mention, which shall appear here- 
after. The above base behaviour of Mr. Renault and some others 
occasioned my taking the stej)s which will a]>pear by the enclosed 
papers. It was with some difficulty Mr. I^isdom could be pre- 
vailed upon to order all the gentlemen on parole out of Chinchura, 
which he at last after many consultations did. This evening the 
Governor and Council came to my quarters, when I acquainted 
them that to-morrow morning they must set out for Calcutta, 
with which I have acquainted Mr. Drake, that he may get accom- 
modation ready for them. I hope my proceedings in this affair 
will meet with your approbation. I have consulted Captain 
Martin in everything, who approves of all that has been done. 
Be assured. Sir, that without this step our business would have 
been but half done. A Governour and Council, w’hich you will 
observe they call themselves in their letter to me, must always 
have great influence with the Nabob, and capable of doing many 
things highly detrimental to the Company’s service, and I really 
think if some of them were sent home by the King's fisher^ it is no 
more than they deserve, Laporterie and Le Conte in particular. 
The inhabitants are to be w ith me to-morrow. The low'est of them, 
and such as are no gentlemen, and have no pretensions to a parole^ 
I shall send to prison ; the others I will quarter to the southward, 
and exact such a parole as will leave it out of their power to do any 
moij£ mischief. 

Hm, &c, &c., Robert Clive. 
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335. Letter from Colonel Clive to Adrian Bisdom, Esq,, dated Camp, 

14 April, 1757. 

Sir, The French gentlemen on parole have leave to return to 
Chinchura to settle their famiK affairs ori promise of leaving it by 
the 17th in the morning. Th» \ complain of having advanced six 
months rent for houses at ( hinchura. if any relief can be given 
them I am pi rsiiaded yoijr hi4...anity will i*-. asion you to interest 
yoiirt^elf in their behalf. I anj very sens' :>i\ obliged to you for 
the trouble yon ha\f taken in tin, whole ..< air, and shall take the 
first opportui \* \ of my pa5’in5 nj\ ie^‘pecf- > \’oii and returning 
you thanks in person. 

1 hav(‘ the hon()ur to be witb respect, '^ir, »S.c. &c., Robert 

’VE. 

] ]G. ExiracU from ii letter from the SiiLcah to Loloncl Clive, dated 

1.^ Apiil, 1757. 

Your letters in relation to the French goods and their 
Factories ; that you was far from desiring there should be any 
loss to the King, haw reached me. 1 have obscrviKl the contents. 
For your satisfaction, and in observance* of this that your enemies 
are mine and mine yours, I have ordered Mr. Law' and his people 
out of my Suhitship, and have w'rote expressly to my naibs and 
phoiisdars never to let these people, whom I have turned out, to 
reside in any part of my province. . . . 

I observe whatever yc)U have written concerning the French 
Factories and goods. The French are indebted to my subjects 
lacks of rupees. If I act as you desire w'hat answer can I give 
to their lawful creditors ? Do you who arc my well-wisher con- 
sider this well, and write me that I may act accordingly. 

337. Letter from Mr. Watts to Mr. Wohh, dated Murshidabad, 

14 April, 1757. ^ past ii p.m. 

Dear Sir, — Your letter gave me almost as much pleasure as 
the sight of Ithaca did Ulysses, after a ten years* absence. 

The French are not so numerous as I imagined; they have about 
70 Europeans and 80 Tellingees, with about 50 country sepoys; we 
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have about 45 Europeans in our Factory, and 50 Rajepouts who 
are learning their exercise, but we have no powder or ammunition. 

This accompanys a letter from the Nabob, by which you will 
observe he has ordered the French out of his dominions, and will 
keep their effects to pay their creditors ; he again swears he will 
comply with his agreement and assist us with his whole force 
if the French should attempt to enter his Kingdom again, but 
since receiving the above I am informed by one I can trust 
the Nabob has entertained Mr. Law', the French and TMngccs 
in his service, and that they are going to Patna to assist the 
Nabob’s nail there against the My Rajah ; this news is confirmed 
by my jemmadar w'ho w'cnt to the French Factory and pretended 
he wanted service, when the officer of the Tcllin^ces told him 
he w'as sorry he did not come yesterday when a list was taken of 
them and the French, and carried to the Nabob, who had enter- 
tained them in his service. I shall have a meeting wdlh Runjeet 
Roy and Omichund in the morning, and shall visit the Nabob in 
the afternoon, when I hope to piU a stop to this proceeding. 

This afternoon I received your favour of the nth, and im- 
mediately sent the Colonel’s letter to the Nabob, an answ'cr to 
which is not yet returned. 

The Nabob before our success against Chandernagore threatened 
in the presence of Runjeet Roy and others to impale or cut off my 
head, and yesterday repeated those threats in the presence of 
Juggutseat, Monickchund, Coja Wazeed, Meer Abdul Caussim, 
Runjeetroy, and Omichund. I write this for yours and the 
Colonel’s notice alone, and desire no public affair may be made of 
it, for I despise what the Nabob can do to me, and w'ould not have 
you desist from any vigorous measures you may intend to pursue 
on my account. 

Enclosed is the form of a letter for the Colonel to write the 
Nabob if he approves of it. 

I shall wTite you more particularly to-morrow night if I can get 
a conference wdth the Nabob. Be assured I shall use my endeavours 
tjj^et the French in our power, though the Nabob at present seems 
oetermined not to deliver them up. Fear is the only means to 
prevail with him. Enclosed is two notes from Mr. Collet in 
regard to my enquiries ; determine nothing till you hear from me 
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to-morrow, except sending the above letter to the Nabob; I 
sincerely wish you all happiness and am, dear Sir, &c. &c., 
W. Watts. 

P.S. — Send me copy of the letter in Persians and let the letter 
be forwarded by Nuncomar. 

338. Extract^from a letter frui-i Dacca to .Vr. Rof(er DrakCy dated 

.4 175;. 

In consequence of an express cjrder Surajud Dowla to 

our Nabob, Jn suriui ( :iwn, the JoHowing j>er>»ons who have long 
been in confin niprit here at I/ac'f a vveie r!i;., d iy embarked, and 
under a guard of two hundred buxcrru s and peon^ dispatched for 
Muxadavad: — Aminc iiy Cawu, Mi erjcc Micr/a Mogul, Suckoroola 
(htwn, Aga Babboo, and another \i>uiig lad, being the five sons of 
Suffrage Cawn. Besides theses ('u/zopher ilassein Cawn, son of 
Mahmud Tookey Cawn, and Jussuraut Jung, brother of the late 
Poornea Nabob Salabut Jung:* theii families they have all carried 
^\'ith them. An event tliis as somewhat extraordinary in itself, we 
thought not altogether unworthy nji your notice. The French 
garrison of about twenty-five Europeans left this place some days 
since, and we hcrar they have joined Mr. Law at Cossimbazar. 

339. Extracts from a letter from Admiral Watson to John Cleveland, 
Esq., dated 14 April, 1757. 

The Tiller I ordered to follow me, after her guns &c. were taken 
out, but in passing between the wTCcks sunk below Chander- 
nagore, she stuck fast on one of them near four hours ; however 
neither of the ships have received any damage from these 
accidents. 

As the Company will not have a sufficient number of troops to 
garrison Fort d’Orleans at Chandernagore, it has been judged 
necessary to blow it up, and the mines arc now preparing for that 
purpose. What further measures will be taken against the F'rench 
in their out-Settlements of Cossimbuzar, Dacca and other places 
in this Province is not yet determined, I have been solliciting 
the Nabob to deliver them up into our hands, but I have not yet 
received any answer. It is said he is upwards of a hundred miles 

^ Should bo Shokat Jang. “ The Kent also ran aground. 
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to the northward of Muxadavad^ where he is gone it is supposed 
on purpose to be out of the way of doing .business, in order 
to evade and put off as much as possible complying with the 
most essential articles of the late Peace concluded with us. The 
French have undoubtedly been very busy at his Court, and have 
said everything in their power to create a dissension between us 
and draw off his attachment from the English, by making him 
believe there is a large force arrived at Pondicherry, and that he 
may be assured they will soon be here, which I believe is in a 
great measure the cause of his backwardness in not performing 
his engagements with us, imagining the French should join him 
with the force the} talk of, that then he would be able to expel 
the English out of his dominions. But this t^pinion must not be 
suffered to rest with him, for unless wo can establish a lasting 
friendship and alliance with him, notwithstanding our late success, 
it W'ill be impossible for the C'ompany to preserve their rights and 
privileges granted them in this country, and nothing but a well- 
built citadel with a proper number of land forces, alw'ays quartered 
here, can put them on a respectable footing with the Nabob, the 
shameful neglect of which brought on them all the misfortunes 
they lately suffered by the loss of this Settlement, a warning I 
think sufficient for the Company to guard against the like ever 
happening again. 

340. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Nawah, dated 15 Aprils 1757* 

I have been favoured w'ith Your Excellency's two letters of the 
6th and iith of April. In my last I acquainted you wuth the 
several Articles of the treaty you made with us still unexecuted, 
which I desired might be speedily complied with, and I hope it is 
in great measure by this time. 1 likewise informed you that I 
had got the Admiral and Governour and Council to consent that 
in case you delivered up the French, their Factories and effects, w'e 
w^ould engage to make good the King’s customs arising on their 
tr^e, and take care that the Empire suffered no loss by the 
taHng of Chandernagore and its subordinate Settlements as long 
as the French should be kept out of your country. Your Excel- 
lency’s compliance in this matter will give the English a certain 
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proof of the sincerity of your friendship, and attach to you a sett 
of people faithful in their alliances, and ready to fight your cause 
against all enemies whatever. I have talked seriously to Nun- 
comar about the debts due from the French to your subjects. Ir 
war we cannot be supposed to be answerable for the debts our 
enemies have contracted. The half you so generously decline 
may be applied to that purpose. ap«l Mr. VV^ltts will be empowered 
to settle this matter. 1 ^.m a. little sinnri^od however that 
an\ difficulty about these effect'', should .'Mvf prevented those 
persons who k >capoJ frnni hence being dehvered into my hands. 
Let me only ;■ ^sure you that it you perrnil to go to Patna 

th(‘y will certainly join your eneinies 1lie vrry first opportunity. 
Think well of this and let them be put into my hands, as I before 
desired yon, and they shall nevi.r do >011 any mischief. The 
French gentlemcli, whom I permitted to retire tu Chinchura, 
and to whom I had shewn much kindness, abused this favour by 
ftiK Ouraging the escape of the soldfers and common people and 
providing means of going to Cossimba/ar, and committing besides 
many other wrong practices. 1 therefore surrounded Chinchura 
with my troops to prevent th(ur escape, and demanded of the 
Dutch Directore that they should be delivered up to me, which 
was accordingly done. To put it effectually out of the power of 
these French gentlemen to hurt us again, I have sent Mr. Renault 
and his Council to Calcutta, and the other gentlemen I have per- 
mitted to live at Chandernagore under my eye. With regard to 
my request about the money and goods Monickchund and others 
secretly plundered at Calcutta should be delivered up to the 
English, I am perfectly sensible that this is not directly included 
in the treaty, but I had heard that you were calling Monick- 
chund to an account for what money and goods he had clan- 
destinely taken to himself instead of bringing them to the account 
of the Sircar. Your Excellency, who is endued with good sense 
and strict justice, must allow that though Monickchund was un- 
faithful to the Sircar yet the loss in fact was to the English. 
Your justice can only decide in our behalf. We repeat that we 
have no absolute claim on you through the treaty. Be assured 
we shall always abide by that, and never require more than our 
right. Those who break through such a solemn treaty as that 
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which is made between Your Excellency and the English must 
never expect to be successful in their undertakings. 

7m a paper apart . — I shall be very happy if we have any timbers^ 
or plank fit for your purpose. I have desired Nuncomar to send 
some of his people to look at what we have got, and to take what- 
ever they may find proper for your service. 


341. Letter from the Niiicah to Colonel Clive, dated 15 April, 1757* 

Your obliging letter, desiring the restitution of the guns &c. 
taken by me at Cossimbazar and the other Factories, and per- 
wannahs for the currency of the Company’s business as formerly, 
for coining siccas in Calcutta Alianagur, and for the thirty-eight 
villages, that I should return all the money and gcKids taken by 
me at your Factories and anriinf^y, I have* received and observe 
the contents. Having occasion for fifty large cannon I shall look 
upon it as a mark of your friendship if you’ll send them to me^ 
else agree to receive the value of the guns takem in Cossimbazar ; 
but if you will do neither, write me that 1 may return them to 
Mr. Watts. The penc'cinnahs for the currency of the Company's 
business as usual have been delivered to Mr. Watts before the 
receipt of your letter. It is a wonder you have not as yet received 
advice of this. I have also sent the perwannah for the Mint 
in Calcutta. Regarding the thirty-eight villages, the jemidars, 
the Ptiniah now' drawing nigh, at present arc all busy in collect- 
ing their rents. God willing when the Piiniah is past, I’ll give 
orders to all the jemidarh vacqueeh about this business. You are 
to pay the value and satisfy the jemidars for whatever villages you 
take, and for such villages a perwannah shall be given, seeing in 
the phirmaund it is mentioned you must satisfy the jeviidars. I 
am firm and steady to my treaty and never w'ill depart from it. 

Mr. Law' I have put out of the city, and have wrote expressly 
to my 7 iaib at Patna to turn him and his attendants out of the 
bounds of his Subaship, and that he shall not suffer them to stay 
in any place w'ithin it. If anybody represents this affair to you in 
different light don’t believe him. 


^ Referred to in Nawab’s letter of April 6. not included in this selection. 
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Translation of the '>nes:iage sent by the Nabob to Mr, Watts by Ranjit 
Rai and Mir bakr, and wrote in Persiatts from their mouth. 

For your satisfaction I have turned the French out of Muxa- 
dabad, and wrote an order to Rajaram Narrain^ Bahadre, my naib 
at Patna, to turn them out his bounds. If after this the 
English troops should come in order to U^;\n them the Peace and 
Articles we have agreed lo will no longei ‘=:nnsi«.t. If you hearken 
to what these iwo men sh.»ii '-.i tis well, n' :•.»! dripart from hence. 

342. Letter from Colonel Cliit /.■ i s father, lai d Camp y^ear Cal- 
cutta, 26 r^'tyuaix, 1/^7, v'ltii tc\t\irip! * ^ id April, 1757 . 

Honu'ji'ED >>ir, — No doubt y^»\ h.ive been acquainted with the 
capture of Cahnitta an l b'(.rt W'ilii.ou l)v tin Nabob (the principal 
Settltmient in the kingdom of l>«‘ngall ind of the utmost conse- 
quence to the Fast India Comp.Tiv. To give you an idea of the 
richness rT the place the l^^-> of private property only is valued at 
more than two millions ster'I 

When this unfortunate news arrived at Madrass the President 
and Council applied to Admiral Watson foi his assistance in 
recovering the (amipany's rights and possessions in the Province 
of Bengali, and for the same purj)ose ordered a large body of land 
forces to embark under in\- command, and I have the pleasure to 
inform you this expedition by sea and land hath been crowned 
uith all the success that could be wished. 

The town of Calcutta and F<:)rt William was soon retaken with 
several other forts belonging to the enemy. This news brought 
down the Nabob or Prince of the country himself at the head 01 
20,000 horse and 30,000 foot, 25 pieces of cannon with a great 
number of elephants. Our little army, consisting only of 700 
Europeans and 1,200 blacks armed and disciplined after the 
English maijnpr, lay encamped about 5 miles from Calcutta. 

On the ^th' of February the Nabob’s armyappeared in sight 
and past our camp at the distance of a mile and a half and 
encamped at the back of the Town. Several parties of their horse 

^ Should be Ramnarain. 

“ This letter very closely ret*einbles one in Walcot (vol. xi.) addressed to the Lord 
Chancellor, Philip, Lord Hardwicke, dated February 23. There is none like it 
addressed to Clive’s father in the Clive Correspondence at Walcot. 

3rd in the Walcot letter to Lord Hardwicke. 
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past within 400 yards of our advanced battery but as we enter- 
tained g^eat hopes of a peace from the Nabob’s promises we did 
not fire upon them. 

The next day^ agreable to the Nabob's desire I despatched 
two gentlemen (Mr. Walsh and Scrafton) to wait upon him in 
hopes everything might have been settled without drawing the 
sword, but the haughtiness and disrespect with which he treated 
them convinced me nothing could be expected by mild measures. 
This determined me to attack his camp in the night time, for 
which purpose I applied to Vice-Admiral Watson for 500 sailors 
to draw our cannon which he very readily complied with and 
at 3 o’clock in the morning our little army consisting of 600 
Europeans, 800 blacks, 7 field-pieces and the above mentioned 
sailors set out for the attack. A little before daybreak we entered 
the camp and received a very brisk fire ; this did not stop the 
progress of our troops, who marched through the enemy’s camp 
upwards of four miles in length. We werti more than two hours 
in passing and what escaped the van were destroyed by the rear. 
We were obliged to keep a constant fire of artillery and musketry 
the whole time. This was the w'armest attack I ever w'as engaged 
in ; our battallion consisting of 500 men had 85 killed and w'ounded ; 
my secretary and Aid de* Camp killed by me ; a body of 300 of the 
enemy’s horse made a gallant charge but w'ere received with great 
coolness by our military so that few (of them] escaped. Several 
other brisk charges were made upon our rear but to no purpose, 
and w'e returned safe to our camp, having killed by the best 
accounts 1,300 men and between 5 and boo horses with 4 
elephants. This blow had the desired effect, for the next day 
the army decamped and the Nabob sent me a letter offering terms 
of accommodation, and a firm Peace is concluded greatly to the 
honour and advantage of the Company, and the Nabob hath 
entered into an alliance offensive and defensive and is returned to 
his capital at Muxadavad. 

Postscript, Camp near Charnagore, 16 April, 1757. 

< ^ Since my last wx* have attacked and taken Charnagore, the 
principal Settlement belonging to the French in the Province of 

1 On the 4th (VValcot letter). 
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Bengali ; the garrison consisted of upwards of Ejuropeans 
and 600 blacks. The enemy had 60 killed and about as many 
wounded ; on our side by sea and land blacks and whites 54 killed 
;md 130 wounded. 

fhe damage done the Frenc** is immense; eight large ships are 
lost besides a number of otiiur vessel- [and] great quantities 
.of warlike stores. Thi*^ blu\^ will in all icspects be as severe to 
the French as the !<>?;, ,i' Ma(‘r^'-' was to the last w'ar. 

343. Extract f a y pout Cut tnr' ('Hvl M illiam Mabbof, Esq,, 
daU'j i ami- near Chc\cLntct}^t ^ , ih ]/>•'//, 1757. 

You will observe I very unwilling with our small force to 
undertake anything thru inigin ‘iisobli.tie the Nabob, but the 
auival of reinforceinciits from IVnnbay and the Coast, the 
Admiral's refusing to acrcj^t .« .teutialit\, a kind of a half con- 
sent from the Nabob and in iny encouraging letters from Mr. 
Watts who resides ai Court induced me to attack the place in 
con junction with Mr. Watson, which attack lias happily suc- 
ceeded and will I hope prove a very fortunate event to the 
('ompany. As the Nabob is a very weak prince and entirely 
actuated by fear, a respectable force in these parts will always 
make him cautious how he undertakes anything against us. 

344. Extract from a letter from Mr, JVatts to Colonel Llive{l), 
dated 16 April, 1757. 

The French left their factory and marched through the city 
to-day. They had about 100 Europeans, 60 Tellingees, 30 
hackerrys and 4 elephants with them. I have sent two spies 
into their camp to entice away as many soldiers as they can, 

345. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Secret Committee, London, dated 
Camp near Chandernagore, ib April, 1757. 

Honorablp: Sirs, — I addressed you fully by the Delawar the 
22nd February, and by a conveyance which offered for Bussorah 
I wrote a short letter dated 31st March, just to acquaint you with 
the taking of Chandernagore, and inclose copies of my advices to 
Fort Saint George of the 3rd and 30th of March, of which tresh 

VOL. II. 42 
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copies are now transmitted, as they contain circumstantial 
accounts of my proceedings to the time they reach. 

2. I continue encamped about a mile to the northward of 
Chandernagore, to which ground I found it necessary to* move to 
put a stop to the disorders among the military by the too easy 
procurance of arrack in the town, and at the same time I intended 
by this small advance northwards to strike some awe into the 
Nabob and facilitate our business at the Durbar. 

3. Under pretence of being engaged on a hunting party, which 
lasted some days, he was very dilatory in answering our demands, 
both with respect to the French Subordinates and the Articles of 
our treaty, w'hich remained uncomplied with, and what letters at 
last came seemed in great measure trifling and evasive ; however 
I have since wrote to him in very strong terms, to which I have 
hitherto received no answer, hut Mr. Watts’ letters give me hopes 
that matters will be concluded to our satisfaction. Possibly before 
this despatch is closed I may be able to give you an account 
of it. 

4. The Nabob in some of his letters had started a difficulty as 
to driving the French out of the Province, on account of the injury 
it would be to the Mo^uVs revenues. Upon which the Select 
Committee agreed that if the F'rench Subordinates were delivered 
up to us, the English Company would annually make good to the 
Sircar the loss of C.'ustom on the French trade, so long as they 
should be kept out of the country. Before the Nabob was 
acquainted with this resolution, another difficulty was started 
about the debts owing by the French to his subjects, which I 
have likewise endeavoured to obviate by an offer of half of what 
may be found at their Subordinates, and have recommended to 
Mr. Watts to compromise the matter as well as he could, for I am 
entirely of opinion that the whole property, the French may at 
present have, is no ways a consideration for interrupting the great 
work of rooting them entirely out of Bengal. I must take the 
liberty to refer you to my Book of Country Letters for a more 

(particular account of what has passed on these matters. Those 
from the Nabob will in great measure discover how weak and 
capricious a prince we have to deal with. The spring of most of 
his actions seems to be fear, and the French and their agents, well 
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knowing his weakness, have given no small interruption to our 
l)usiness by reports of a French squadron and Bussy’s army. 

5. By the Nabob’s dilatory conduct I have been prevented 
from putting the troops into quarters, which I had fully intended 
to have d''/ne by this time to j*revent the heavy cxpence of batta 
and other charges attending a ramp. J pioposed to have sent the 
Bengal and l^ombay troops CalcisJrj., vvlio would be full as 
many as could lx a ■../.niin-».ljted then*, -nd to have kept the 
King's and Madrass detachint nr at Ch i.i.>er.iagore. But till we 
have finally -‘ttlcc 'a di the Nab^-h ’t w ^alcl be highly improper 

decamp, i •: Irom ^uch a dis[>< siiin:. a^ nis ^ve should certainly 
meet with greater iiij;x‘dijiient jn mn busii.e.'^s h\ a step of that 
kind. 

o. A small rntinJi to tlu ii«»rihA'aid 1 am persuaded would 
forward our afiair‘3 in the sam* deg.ee, but I am unwilling to do 
any thing that hjoks like an infraction (;f the Peace, unless 
absolutely nccessilaicd to do it by repeated willful delays on his 
jrart. 

7. W’hat with the Company's servants and military withdrawn 
from Dacca and Judgea, fugitives from hence, and English 
deserters, the French arc able to muster at Cossimbuzar about 
150 Europeans and 100 scapoys. It is said they have a design of 
retiring to Patna, and that they have ai)plied to the Nabob for his 
permission. What his intentions may be in regard to them I 
cannot yet discern. He has assured me he has no thoughts of 
entertaining them in his service, but I am nevertheless something 
suspicious of it. It is certain that he keeps their Factory invested, 
and that he has demolished some mud works they had begun to 
raise for its defence ; and by a letter received that night from 
Mr. Watts dated izth instant, I am advised that the Nabob had 
promised to Mciid him Mr. Laws, the Prench Chief, the next day, 
to settle the terms of his capitulation with the English. Mr. 
Watts added that from what had passed in a conference between 
the Nabob and Omichund, he hoped every thing would end well, 
and that he should write me fully the next day, which letter I very 
impatiently expect. 

8. It was agreed in a Council of War that it was proper foj 
many reasons to demolish Chandernagore fortifications, and the 

42 — 2 
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Select Committee concurring in the same opinion it was deter- 
mined on ; and I shall take care to see it put in execution. 

9- A bomb having fallen into the Secretary^'s office during the 
siege, many books and papers were burned, and the rest (together 
with those of the other offices which were contiguous) were carried 
out and thrown promiscuously into a warehouse where they still 
remain locked up, ready to be delivered to the (icntlemen of 
Calcutta. 

10. I now transmit you an inventory of the ordnance and 
military stores taken in Chandernagore. the greatest part of which 
will be very necessary for your garrisons of Calcutta and Cossirn- 
buzar. 

11. I likewise inclose a list of the vessel^ which were sunk b) 
the French to hinder the passage of our ships up the river, or 
scuttled and ruined to the northward of the h'ort. Out of these 
last the greatest part of the articles not liable to damage by water, 
such as cowries, butter, (S:c., have bcc‘n saved ; but none of the 
vessels could be got off. ^'ou will observe how heavy a loss the 
French have suffered in their shipping alone, and as they were 
mostly loaded with provisions for the Islands, they must undergo 
some distress there for want of them. In short when Chander- 
nagore is considered as the granary of the Islands and Pondicherr} . 
as mistress of a great trade to Europe and round India, as a large 
and opulent colony already, and which seemed to promise t(^ 
increase, the loss of it must be acknowledged a very severe blow 
to the French Company and nation. 

12. The Governor and Council of Chandernagore with the rest 
of the gentlemen on parole having retired to Chincura, I had 
certain information that they not only harboured the French 
prisoners who escaped from us but furnished them with money, 
guides, and even arms for their march to Cossimbuzar. The 
padres and other engines were employed to promote their escape, 
and not less than 50 marched off one night from the Hospital, 
most of whom were dispatched to Cossimbuzar, first receiving 
(Phoney and guides for that purpose from the Governour himself. 

In short as I found it very prejudicial to your affairs to let them 
remain any longer at Chincura, particularly the Governor and 
Council who began to assemble and act as a body, and by their 
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correspondence up the spirit of Laws and his party, and 
intimidated the Nabob with reports of Bussy’s army being near, 
I summoned all the French on parole to repair to camp, and after 
iic(iuainting them what unjustifiable practices had been carried on 
by theifi, I Misisted that the ^'lovernour niid Council should remove 
to Calcutta, and that the should hve at C hander nagoie, or 
anywhere tt> tlu- southwan^ ('/hint ni.. mj that they were imme- 
diat(‘Iy iindei our i ■ \ on. 1 he t.u a or Council pleaded 

th.it they were not prisouuts r.i war i»y the t ipitulation, and made 
some difiicuh \ in ■ -.i! ivndiinf^: ^ i m tlie Dutch Directore, 

ill e‘»mpaarc nu »ur demarf!, 01 dc* ili.- . to leave his Bounds. 
W’licn they appe.iit d they pretei Jeo v> !»' igiv*rant that they had 
gi\rn their paroh' i. i t*) act p.)?- indirectly against llis 

Ihiiiinnirk Maje.^ty or his .dl.es and . fit'ctcd a surprize when 
1 allowed it thj m undi'i* th(‘ii n A' for the Capitulation 

\vhi» h they lay hold ol, it i> m r\ certain they forfeited all benefit 
from It by opening; Cieir and K'tting out some officers and 

abo\e sixty Kuropc.ms, and burning and destroying a large 
(pianLity uf \aluable goods while the Capitulation was in treaty, 
and I ven after it ^^as agreed on and signed to bv us. 

1.^ The last advices from Fort Saint (ieorge were of the 
(jth March, when all was quiet in the Carnatick. Two French 
Luropc ships, the Dm dc Bcdj and Lc Sircle, arrived at Pondi- 
cherry the ,;rd I'cbruary, bringing about 200 military with ammu- 
nition and warlike stores and a good deal of treasure, which they 
were in much want of. d'hey gave out that four Europe ships 
had stayed behind at the Islands on account of the sickliness of 
their crews. 

14. By an English vessel which touched at Bandamalanka 
about the middle of March, w^e have an account that Monsieur 
Hussy had taken some Rajah’s fort in that neighbourhood, but 
that it had co,t him 200 Europeans and many blacks. It is said 
that among the rest Monsieur Law was killed.^ I could wish that 
the Chiefs of the Northern Settlements had taken opportunities of 
writing me what passed relating to Monsieur Bussy as I am at 
a loss what weight to lay upon the intelligence 1 receive from 
other hands. 

^ Jacques Francois, the younger brother of M, Jean Law, of Cossimbazar. 
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15 . With respect to the Afghans who have entered Agra, and 
the apprehension of their marching this way begins to be renewed, 
though the Rains ^ which are soon come on must prevent their 
designs for the present. 

16 . Before I conclude this letter I shall remark that, considering 
the quiet situation of the Coast and the service already done and 
still to do in this province, it is very hap)py for your affairs that 
the troops remained here. 

I am, &c. &c., Rohkkt Clive. 

346. Letter from Mr. Scrafton to Mr. dated Cossimba:iai\ 

April. 1757. 

Dear Sir, — Though you have not yet ackiunvledged the 
receipt of the cyphers I sent you yet I will venture this letter, 
for it would be extraordinary indeed if both should miscarry and 
fall into the same hands. Omichund has been \ery ill within 
these two or three da^’s. I went to see him last night and sat 
about one hour with him. He told me the j^resent posture of our 
affairs is thus, the Nabob thinks we shall never forgive the 
injuries he has done, and that it is imj)ossible we should be 
sincere; fear w'ill make him keep firm to his pretended friendship; 
in consequence of this principle he has very idly sent to stop the 
mouth of the Murcha river on a notion that \vc should go round 
by Dacca w’ith the King’s ships. This step, the army he keeps on 
foot, his conduct with regard to the French, Jagutseat, Runjeetroy, 
and several others have told Mr. Watts that when he has taken 
leave of the Nabob he has turned about and said, ‘ I wall have 
your head yet,’ all contribute to render him suspected, and that 
whenever the French have a force he will certainly join them, 
that nothing but the entrance of the Afghans can keep him firm 
to us. He pretends they are actually in the way; that the people 
of Benares are running to Patna and the people of Patna are 
getting boats ready to run down here ; that if this proves true he 
does not doubt but the N-abob wdll place intire confidence in us 
^ihd even trust all his treasures to us. Should not this happen 

' The early or small Rains (Clwta Barsat) at the end of April or beginning of 
May 
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and the Nabob ^Aiould in any respect deviate from his treaty we 
should break with him and set up another Nabob; that Luttee 
is a proper man, of a very good character and supported by 
Juggutseat, and would join us with two thousand good horse, 
Monickchund with what he r..uld; that all the great riien wish 
him dcrad. Omichund has a v^ry good s' hcnu' to procure us a full 
equivalent for the thirty-eight villages, ^ hi^'h is instead of them to 
procure us h^' tlie means »f M Hiiokcbiu'd and Nundcomar a very 
considerable extent ol our \\ uads. Cc*!- . - Vs and Major’s losses 
will be fully tviid ^^llen desii- i 15 d.r^ w-ll decide and there 
uill 1)6 tirri' roiigii before the Kai.is i ’’n : for by that time 
we ^hall hav<- inoie r.jrtain nr*.\s 1 Ih* "dg ujis. Omichund’s 
beha\ lour to us desrn\es the utm<is: r ornrnenaation. I never saw 
in equal for attention and r'tiendaini on business. Watts is 
.1 ^impleton. Nundcomar wni < 01 dune. The French marched 
through the city the day beU>»\ yesterday, drums beating, colours 
ilyiug, in regular ordci , .ib- n! So soldiers and 20 gentlemen and 
(x) sepoys; thes hnvc encamped to the Murcha side of the city 
about 4 miles. No one can guess their loute; many of their men 
have deserted to us and the whole would, did not their Tellinghees 
keep a sharp look out. They have only a writer ‘ in their Factory, 
no colours llying. Should a second rupture happen, I rely on 
your interest for my former station. I avoid hitherto all posts 
in the service, have even declined any application for the Chief- 
ship of Luckypore, given to one far my junior, till I can see what 

turn affairs take. Politicks and Powder are my I think the 

Company’s affairs are like to go on well at all events. There are 
good horses to be bought here. I shall sell mine in a few days. 
If you like rny old horse you are welcome to him at 500 rupees, 
but you only. My very respectful compliments to the Colonel 
and Major. Remember me kindly to John Power and believe me 

truly and heartily, 

Your, &c. &c., Luke Sckafton. 

If we conceive resentment for his behaviour regarding the French 
it ought to be concealed for the present. 


* M. l^ugros 
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347 . Extract from a letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 
18 April, 1757 . 

I really ask pardon for omitting to acquaint you that I had a 
meeting with Mr. Law and five or six of his officers at the Nabob’s, 
but not in his presence, when I offered them their cloaths, plates, 
and furniture, and liberty to retire either to Calcutta, Chincura, 
or Chandernagore, upon their parole: these terms Mr. Law 
refused accepting of ; and upon this the Nabob ordered them out 
of his dominions ; whether the French are in the Nabob’s pa}' or 
not I am not certain. Juggat Seat and Manickchand say thev 
are not, but other intelligence affirms th(‘ contrary. 

348 . Letter from Admiral tu the Narvab, dated 

Kj April, 1757.* 

I am honoured with your letter of the i^th of this month, 
acquainting me with your having received at several times the 
letters I lately wrote you. Your forbearance, and not writing to 
me, hath not the appearance of that friendshij-) you would per- 
suade me you have for my countrymen ; and with regard to 
myself, I must take the liberty to say I was more particularly 
entitled to a speedy answ(‘r to my letters from my high rank and 
station ; and I cannot help looking upon your neglect in this 
respect, but as a slight offered to the King iny master, who sent 
me into India to protect his subjects, and demand justice where- 
soever they were oppressed. 

I observe in your letter the following particulars, viz . : ‘ That for 
my satisfaction and according to our mutual agreement to look 
upon each others enemies as our own, you have expelled Monsieur 
Law and his adherents from your dominions, and given strict 
orders &c., &c.* My brother Mr. Watts who is entrusted with 
all the Company’s concerns always writes me the particulars of 
your intended favours towards us : but I have never found that 
what he writes is put in execution, neither do I find that what 
you wrote me in your letter dated the 1st of Rajub (22nd of March) 
is yet complied with. Yoti therein assured me, that you W'ould 
Bklhll all the Articles you had agreed to by the 15th of that Moon. 
Have you ever yet complied with them all ? No. How then can 

1 After this letter the correspondence ceased on the part of the Admiral. — Ives. 
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I place any confi»i«nce in what you write, when your actions are 
not correspondent with your promises ? Or how can I reconcile 
your telling me, in so sacred a manner, you will be my ally, and 
assist me with your forces apamst the French ? when you have 
given a pen^^'aunah to Mr. Law ..nd his people to go towards Patna 
in order to escape me, and tt li nv' it f*>i mv satisfaction, and in 
observ'ancc of the mutual Ago einent. yo-j ha\’r taken this measure. 
Is this an act of Iri^rt ] inp Or is il m :!iic manner I am to 
understand >ou will assist m« ? Or 'ru > tr draw a conclusion 
from what '\rite or from hat yt-n !'>? You are too wise 

no: to knov \\li« n man tclls vo*: o.;-' ilu- ..mi does the direct 
coniiaiy, which y«)n ought to hihe' . \\'l y then do you en- 

dea\our to persuade .uk von 'aiII w. \n\ ttiend. when at the same 
tijiio vou gi\e m\ enemies you; j*rot(H ti* * 11 , furnish them with am- 
munition, and v>jffer th(‘m to eo . -ut of \ol*.' dominions with three 
jiieces of c<\nnon 'I'heir efft cts 1 esteem a trilling circumstance, 
.iiul as far as lhe\ will .oni-ihut' to do justice to your people, 
wh<> are civditois t(» the French Company, I have no objection 
to your seizing them for their us**, ft>r rnonev is what I despise, 
and accumulating riches to myself is what I did not come here for. 

But I have already told you, and now repeat it again, that while 
a Frenchman remains in tliis kingdom I will never cease pursuing 
him : but if they w'ill deliver themselves up, they shall find me 
mornful, and I am confident those who ha\e already fallen into 
my liands will do me the justice to say, they have been treated 
with a much greater generosity than is usual by the general 
custom of war. 

If you will reflect upcm the oath you have taken, you cannot but 
join with me in what follows : — As soon as C.ossimbuzar is properly 
garrisoned, to which place our troops wall speedily begin their 
inarch, 1 di sire vou will grant a dtisimk for the passage of two 
thousand of f>ur soldiers by land to Patna. You may be assured 
they will do no violence, nor commit the least injury to the 
natives : the only design of sending them is to seize the French, 
and restore tranquillity and perfect peace in your Kingdom, which 
can never be truly established in these dominions, while a war 
continues between us and them. If you are apprehensive of any 
injury arising to your subjects from the march of our troops to 
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Patna, send some of your trusty hircars to go with them, with 
orders to acquaint you from time to time of their transactions, 
and I dare answer you will find their reports agreeable to what I 
now write you. 

Instead of sending Mr. Watts only ten guns, why did you not 
deliver up all that belonged to the Company ? I will not write 
you what is not conformable to our agreement, and which you 
suppose was by the instigation of self-interested and designing 
men. I must take the liberty to say I nc'ver yet have written a 
syllable contrary to our Agreement, and the oath and promise I 
have made : and be assured it is not in the power of any artful or 
designing men to make me write anything inconsistent with my 
honour. I ask nothing more than your fulfilling the Articles of 
your Agreement, and abiding by the oath you have taken. This 
I have strongly urged you to do, because \ c)U have been very slow 
in the execution, and this surely I have a right to demand, so long 
as you neglect to perform it. If it is di^^agieeable to you to hear 
these things, ])iit it out of my power evt'r to ask again, by your 
immediate compliance : and as you have desired me when I write, 
to look upon our Agreement, and take that for my guide, let me 
request you to compare my letters with my agreements, and with 
what you have promised, and when you find me differ from that, 
or ask anything contrary to it, then tax me therewith ; point out 
to me expressly, therein 1 have deviated from this rule, and you 
shall find me ready to confess it as an error: but till then, you 
must excuse me for in^5isting on your having charged me wrong- 
fully, and which, upon an examination of my letters, 1 make no 
doubt will appear too plain to you to be contradicted. 

Let me again repeat to you, I have no further views than that 
of peace. The gathering together of riches is what I despise ; 
and I call on God, who sees and knows the spring of all our 
actions, and to whom you and I must one day answer, to witness 
to the truth of what I now write : therefore if you would have me 
believe that you wish peace as much as I do, no longer let it be 
^e subject of our correspondence for me to ask for the fulfilment 
W the treaty, and you to promise and not perform it, but imme- 
diately fulfill all your engagements : thus let peace flourish and 
Spread throughout all your country, and make your people happy 
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in the re-establish:Tient of their trade, which has suffered by a 
ruinous and destructive war. What can I say more ? 

349. Letter from the Dutch Director and Cuimcil, Hugli, to the 

Governor-General a?td Council i*/ Batavia, dated 20 Aprils 1757. 

The French Director and ('(.Jincil at C l i'iidcrnaj^orc, after send- 
ing us a Manifesto, on account of the .»p{»ri)d( h of the English 
troop*^, that was ins* rted ’u th- .^solution • •: ilu- bth of last month, 
have appmached us to requesL our inter: - .aMi to prevent the 
neutrality thu^ has oxisted tinu* out of n.ii 1 ii' these parts from 
being ('ancellt - l>> Us*. English, hut vt jy Ir.f. th:' day and when 
the afoiesaid tnjops had alren-h appro.ni'pd tVivu’r barriers, as 
appears fiuin their h lu r in th* lesoliuion of the 12th, in con- 
fonujtv w'ith whieli dete rmination we 1 nIkav our sense of duty 
and with an e\e to thf'ir pres**! v. » ion, forwarded a written com- 
inunicalion to the Knglisli \ iee> Admiral on the subject, but 
without any result, His Eni • llenc'*, meanwhile, apologising for 
not receiving our ('(Jinmissionen^ on account of press of business. 

SuhsequcMitly the English on the 14th ot last month commenced 
the attack of the I'rench C'olony and thc‘ir h'ort Orlt‘ans, which 
the latter by reason of their strong and well manned bastions con- 
trived to hold until the 23rd, when Vice-Admirals Watson and 
Pocock. the latter having arrived shortly before in the river from 
Madras with a large number of men, bombarded the said place so 
fiercely with three men-of-war arrived at sunrise (though it was 
at first deemed impossible, the French having sunk three vessels in 
ballast in the narrow part of the river just below their Fort), not to 
mention the batteries from which Colonel Clive al.io played upon 
it with his 24 and 32 pounders, that the French after a two hours' 
fight w’ere constrained to capitulate and surrender, a copy of the 
Articles of i\v' said Capitulation accompanying this among the 
appendices for your Worships’ consideration. 

Some one or other who, maybe, envied us our peace and quiet, 
having reported to the French a few concocted lies, viz,, that we 
had sent provisions and ammunition to the English army and 
prepared heavy ordnance to assist their enemies, etc., the French 
protested against such a course on our part, but we have shown 
them in serious terms the falsehood of all these charges and 
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forwarded them a contra-protest, whereupon those friends did, it 
is true, apologize, but having afterwards assailed us with some 
mischievous and invented practices, apparently not without ulterior 
views, we have not failed to point out to them the impropriety 
thereof in conformity with our resolutions of the i8th and 2isi of 
March. 

Shortly after the conquest of Chandcrnagorc the French came 
and took up their quarters in our village, where their women and 
children according to our latest respects to your Worships of the 
6th ultimo had already taken up their residence, but on receiving 
a written summons thereto on the 13th instant from Colonel Clive, 
we were constrained to call upon the French Director and Council 
to quit our territory, as they subse<juently did, repairing by Colonel 
Clive’s order to Calcutta, and later to Chandcrnagore and I'riede- 
richsnagore,^ the Dani.sh Settlement. 

Considering that in case of a rupture with the h'rench we should 
be exposed to the same fate as has now luialleii them, and having 
seen during the siege of I'ort Orleans the great use of heavy guns 
on the bastions for destroying the batteries of the besiegers, we 
respectfully re(]uest \our Worships, provided you approve of our 
place being fortified, to be pleased to j)rovide us with a number of 
24 pounders or at least 18, the former computation having b(‘en 
proportionate to the present Points, which with a shot from a 
twenty-four pounder would proljabl}' collapse. 


350. Exirach from a letter from Colonel Clive to the XdU'al), dated 

JO April, ly^y. 

Yet your Highness's not delivering up Mr. Law and his people to 
me and suffering them to go away is not very kind. Although I 
hold Mr. Law in very little consideration, yet nevertheless it could 
never be for your good to set my enemies, however inconsiderable, at 
liberty, for be assured that should either the Mahrattas or Pattans, 
as they are now meditating, or any other enemies invade your 
country, they will certainly join them against you. I must there- 
Tore request Your Excellency will allow me to send a part of my 
forces after them to take them prisoners, or else that Your 

* Serampore. 
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Excellency will do it yourself. I must further desire you will 
remember the conditions, on which we promised to make good the 
King's duties on the French trade, were that you delivered into 
OUT hands all the French, their Factories and effects, and whHe 
they were kept out of your kini.^dom. . . . 

It is universally known thal the congn-Tors an* never answer- 
abl(,* for the debts of the vaiKjuished. . . 

Though the hrenr!’ were vi mII. lachs I would not 

regard them, but I will never . onsent th:; .mr European among 
them shall ])cp(“ncl \\>on thi-. ^t*t if they agree to 

terms they be asMired that I’l" tro n. -h I he done them. 

L‘’ttcr frnjti A/ I?' i.tfiim U. \J > . liatcd MurshichihLuij 

20 Af ' 1757 

Dr.AK Sir, — ^'oung minds r .iiiUof k(‘c|) resentment long con- 
cealed ; his heart broke out lo-day. When our vaiquecl went 
to liim, the instant ho saw luiu he ordered him to be turned out 
of the Durbar : as the fellow was going he overheard him say, 

‘ I will destroy them and their nation.’ xMcer Jaffer vras ordered to 
march and he would followOiimself ; when asked the reason he 
said * they are always waiting me to deliver up the French ; I will 
receive no more of their letters.’ But for God's sake let us pacify 
him for the present ; things are not ripe. Omichund is gone to 
Jaggutscat. I know the intent of his sending for him beforehand ; 
it is to communicate to him his desire that w^e should set up 
Lattey. 1 do think I am actuated by a sincere public spirit. 
Give me but power and I dare sw'ear that in ten days I could 
settle that you shall be joined by a large force as soon as you have 
marched two davs north. Send me your terms and my life on it 
I do my part w^ell. I was to have seen Lattey this night but this 
has prt'ventud it. I hope the Colonel will pardon my impertinence 
if I offer to present what I think would be the terms we should 
make Ample restitution to the Company for all their looses and 
ten hack for the charges of the war ; the country south as far 
as Culpee on condition we keep up a body of a thousand men or 
niore to be employed in his service ; ten cuss of land on the 
province of Chittagong whereon to settle a factory ; the French 
never to resettle ; restitution to all English, the Seats and 
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Omichund; the guilty in the affair of the Black Hole to b< 
given up to us, &c., drc., &c., Omichund is returned damned ^Jan 
from the Durbar: the affair seems to proceed from ourfreqv^w 
demands of the French : irritated by Monickchund on accout^i at 
our last letter. To turn our vacqueel out of the Durbar was to be 
sure the greatest affront he could put upon us, but he sent for him 
again presently after, but the vacqueel was come away. It is now 
morning and His Excellency is sorry for what is done. Forty 
Frenchmen are arrived from Chinsura and are near reaching, oh 
I forget, have reached it. Our affairs are like a sore in a man’s 
body, that is healing w’ithout but has matter and corruption w'ithin; 
w'e must act like good physicians and open the w'ound again and 
cleanse to the \crv root. I w'ould not have Watts know anything 
of what I write touching the powders I w’ant, only s»'nd me a letter 
for Omichund w’herein you desire him to act in concert wdth mt ; 
let it be kept \ery private and take care that the Admiral and 
Colonel are unanimous, and do not let the Committee know an\- 
thing of the matter. The Nabob has wTote a letter to assure he 
w'ill join W’ith us against the French whenever they have a force 
come into the country. Write him a letter of thanks and let that 
be all the notice y^ou take of our affairs at present. He w'ill not 
permit the vacqueel to utter the least word about the French at 
present. Be cool till we are ready’; it will be only a few days. 

My’ respectful compliments to the C'olonel. I look on writing 
to you the same as writing to him ; only you will have the plague 
of decyphering. Remember me to John Pow’er and believe me 
truly and sincere, dear Sir, 6 cc . A:c., Llke Sckatton. 

Send your answ’er by to arrive in 5 par.^ or two days; vui 

Kistnagur wall be safer. 

The Nabob expects news exery hour of a battle between the 
Nabob of Patna and a revolted Rajah, the Maiu Raja. We have 
nothing new' of the Afghans since my last. I think the Governour 
and Council ought to delay for some time the resettling Patna ; 
and the garrison here ought to be sent down immediately with the 
goods here. They are 50 or 60 strong. Let us strike slow that 
we may strike sure. In the height of his passion the Nabob said 
* the French are mine and shall I destroy him ?* As time presses 

’ Par^praharsiB, period of six hours. 
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SO much I have told Mr- Watts all that I think necessary to be 
done ; therefore write him to consult with me, but write stronger 
to Omichund. 

352. L^Aer from Mr, Scrafton /. Mr, dated 21 April, 1757, 

lit A’ 

1)KAR Waish, — My mir'd is coj.iinu-.illy on the stretch. 
Politicks interrupt m\ i-ieep <ind give hk* . downright fever of 
thought. Watts acts like a n.rm who is i' jn^^/'ous of the ill state 
of his affairs keeps his hook., hack tli 0 his imagination may 
have some room to flatter hiro, h'Ut ihr.t \v iil do with me. I do 
not It.ar the w<»rst. The horse fr( is and mid cannot bear the 
hit. How glad would jjc he to fling Ins rider, and give him a kick 
that might give full swing to ins nnrniy passions uncontrolled. 
W’hat farther , roofs would vvt- have ? '''he arm> is daily in- 

creasing. In the lit he was in two days aeo he ordered Meer 
jaffcir to march, and pimiiised him six Inch the instant he 
advanced beyond their present encampment, and to make it ten 
if he was victorious; the next day he starts at the danger, 
countermands the march, sends for the vacqiiecl and gives him 
beetle. Omichund’s sent for at night. ‘ What shall I do to 
satisfy the English ? let me know their demands and I will comply 
with it ; for I want to march to the northward.’ If this was his 
real mind he keeps the PTenchmen in his service to join him in 
the expedition. As it is impossible our demands should be stated 
nothing could be concluded under many days, so much the better 
for us. I believe there’s a damn’d flat gust of wind come from 
the north, which he must meet, but neither will he take us with 
him nor place the least confidence in us ; his mistrust of us is 
carried to extreme. He is cutting down Placy grove to stop the 
river that way, and he is flinging up the sand to prevent the water 
entering this river, at any rate least our ships should come up. 
Oh the fool 1 Finish he must before he goes, so that he will either 
pay or fight us in few days. We should be much on our guard 
below. He cannot bear my name. His head Minister, one 
Narraing, has been four times with Watts and alw^ays asks him 
what I have to do in the City. ' Why does not that metichui^ of a 


' A foul term of abuse. 
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that whenever the Nabob breaks with us he will join us as soon as 
possible with his whole force on condition of our making him 
Nabob ; in recompense for which he will grant the Company a 
large extent of country near Calcutta, and a sum of ready money 
sufficient to satisfy the navy, military, and all the inhabitants of 
Calcutta ; that we shall enter into a league together offensive and 
defensive against all enemies whatever. He requests you will write 
a soothing letter to the Nabob, which may entirely allay the 
apprehensions he has of us and induce him to march northward, 
which he will the moment his fears of us cease. Omichund and 
Godau Yar Cawn Laitty both assure me the Nabob will break his 
agreement with us, that he has entertained the French in his 
service, and that they will not go beyond Patna. All that we have 
to do is to lull him int(^ security, and by that means induce him 
to march northward. You must bo sensible wdiat great honour 
will accrue to you from this project and how much secrecx is 
necessary. Excuse me in recommending to you to hav(.‘ your spies 
abroad and being on your guard, for there is no dependance on the 
Nabob. I have agreed t(» have an answer to this in six days, 
therefore I beg you will write me your sentiments as soon as 
possible. I have now five people with the P'reiich, and shall send 
a trusty person w'ith them as far as Patna to give me daily intelli- 
gence of their motions. 

355. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. IPa/Zi, 
dated 23 April, I757- 

If Mr. Law and all the gentlemen could be prevailed upon to 
let the common men be made pri.soners, and themselves to be free 
on condition of their going to Pondicherry, it would be better than 
letting them traverse the country. 

356. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Collet, Camp, 23 April, 1757 * 

Sir, — I think it necessary to advise, that at a Committee held 
here this day, it was agreed in consideration of the uncertainty of 
the Mabob’s disposition, to withdraw the money and effects from 
the ^bordinates as fast as possible, and that no more than a 
corporal and six men with the bucksaries should remain at Cossim- 
buzar ; the rest to return here with the treasure. I shall send up 
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hy boat two of my officers and 20 seapoys with some spare arms 
and ammunition to escort the treasure likewise, as most of your 
people are deserters, and I am uncertain if with arms. You will 
please to get the treasure propel ly pack(‘d up, and provide boats 
as well for that as the men of ihe garrison who are to come. No 
particular secrer\ is to he use^i in thir- matter, but to be trans- 
acted in the usual manner. 

I am, <S:c. cVc., koui.h . Ci 1 ’ . 

357. Extract frn}u a hiicr/n' . thr Sa'u\i') to Nandkumur, dated 

April, 1757. 

Concerning tlie h'reneh the (\isu is tln\. is not the custom 
of the head of th(' kingdom .>1 ilindo tan to bind and deliver up 
the weak, because by s«.> doing j hould ii.ive a bad name through 
the whole \NOrld. W vt‘rthel' ^ ' 1 hav-* turned Mr. Law away 
from hence, and wrob* expo ssl\ wherever I have any authority 
that they should not suftn them tc-r abide there, but send them to 
the other side of th. River Caruminassar.' 

358. Letter from ( olouel Clive to the .Vineu/g dated 24 Aprif 

1757 - 

I have received with great satisfaction Your Excellency’s letter 
desiring fifty pieces of cannon to be furnished you, and acquaint- 
ing me that after the Punuih is over you wall give orders about the 
thirty-eight villages, on our satisfying the jemidars agreeable to 
what is expressed in our firmaiind, and assuring me that you 
remain firm and steady to the treaty and will never depart from 
it, and that you havt‘ put Mr. Law out of ?»Iuxadavad, and wrote 
to your iiuib at Patna t(j turn him and his attendants out of the 
boundaries of your Subaship, and not to suffer them to stay in any 
place therein. 

I have likewise received from Mr. Watts a Persian writing 
containing the message you sent him by Rungeet Roy and Meer 
| 3 aker, as taken from their owm mouths, also a copy of Rajaram 
Sing’s letter to Your Excellency wffiich you desired might be 
transmitted me. I do not well understand the meaning of 
Rajaram Sing’s letter, but must imagine from the falsities he 

^ The boundary westward of the Nawab's dominions. 

43—2 
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would make Your Highness believe that he designs to disturb our 
peace and friendship. I declare we have no more than sixty men 
at Ballasore and no forces have arrived but those I informed 
you of. 

I am sorrj' to find by the message to Mr. Watts and other 
particulars which have come to my ears that Your Excellency 
harbours some displeasure against the English. .As I set a great 
value on your friendship, any decrease I perceive in it gives me 
the highest concern. I can solemnly swear that I bear the best 
intentions towards you and your Government. My readiness to 
undertake a long march to assist you against your enemies, and 
indeed all my actions ought to have convinced you of this. What 
passed before the treaty of the Peace is entirely forgot on our 
parts, as if it had never happened, and I perswade myself from 
Your Excellency’s good sense and justice that it is the same 
with you. 

I have made no use of the large army under my command but 
to beat the French, and I shall not on any account he tlie first to 
break the Peace with Your Excellency, but if you think proper to 
begin hostilities against us, I shall not at all he apprehensive 
for the consequences. God forhid that an\ difference should 
again arise hetween us ; it shall not he my fault. It is in your 
power to have us for firm friends or formidable enemies. 

If I have so often desired the PYench to be delivered up to us, it 
was as much to secure the peace of your country as to benefit the 
Company’s trade. Should you be still resolved not to send them 
to us I shall depend upon your word that they are expelled out of 
your Subaship. 

It will be best that Your Excellency be supplied with the fifty 
cannons you desire from this place or Calcutta, as those of 
Cossimbazar will be wanted for the fortifications of that place, and 
I hope you will order them to be delivered to Mr. Watts. It will 
be Your Excellency’s fault if you do not receive signal proofs^ 
of the friendship of the English in this or any other occasion you 
ma^HtlKe for it. 

I think it necessary to acquaint you that I now send one officer, 
four or five soldiers and twenty Tillingees to Cossimbazar to bring 
away some of the money and effects we have there. 
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In the Colonel's own hand , — Your behaviour to our vacqvLcel has 
given me great uneasiness ; however that is over and forgotten. 
Trust me and I will be faithful unto you to the last, but remember 
that if you have given ear to my enemies and are resolved to 
break through the Articles of Agnement, you will become 
rcsj>onsible for all the blood that shall In^ spilled, and all the 
mischief that shall be dcjno. 


359- CetL'r f'oin i//. '^tra/ton /. ('.uord ( dated Cossimbazar, 

Apji:, 1 : 5 :. 

Sir, — I have hith<\\o addressed myself on public affairs to 
Mr. Walsh, but thi‘^ lt‘Uer is r.i so onportant a nature that it 
induces me to take the liberty v 1 addressin^t it to yon immediately, 
and to advise that its conb nt^ may not go beyond the Admiral, 
and even there but tenil<‘Tl\ and cautiously because there is a 
long train of confidents, and Walsh. You will find that all my 
letters to Mr. \\ alsli have tended to c onvince you of this, that 
we cannot place the least confidence in the Nabob, that he never 
will forgive us but take the fiist opportunity of joining the Frencl 
and driving us out of the country, whenever his courtiers from a 
fear of refunding their plunder; many like his young brother in 
hopes of cutting him off — stir up his resentment. He is all violence, 
turns our vacqued from his Durbar and orders his army to march. 
Whatever he may write be assured he will never give up the 
French. He is in daily exf>ectation of a French force; that’s the 
reason he keeps his army out and will keep the French somewhere 
about Rajamahal within call. You will observe though he has paid 
us a great deal, it is still mostly in his powei at Cossimbuzar and 
Dacca. Watts has never dared to write all this, and when I told 
him my mind he told me I wanted to embroil affairs, but now it 
is too apparent to be concealed. Omichund was glad to find one 
that has spirit to think of resistance. Omichund’s mind is big 
with some great project. He told me yesterday he was bound to 
secrecy, but to keep ourselves in readiness and when matters were 
ripe he would let you know. T can give a pretty good guess ; it is 
in conjunction with Juggatseat to set up Lattee. There is to be 
a hundred njen to be at Cossimbuzar who are to join Lattee and 
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storm the Nabob, while at that very instant you are to begin your 
march, and when you come near the army you will be joined by 
some of the principal jemidars. Omichund wants to have the 
whole honour to himself and cannot bear that anyone should 
interfere ; but I think it is trusting too much to him, and I beg 
you will send an immediate answer to this, by cossids to come in 
5 parr, with a letter to Omichund desiring him to communicate 
the whole plan to me, and I will keep a light bevat ready and be 
with you in three days. I tell you. Sir, you have everything to 
apprehend from Watts’s timidity. In other affairs he is a just and 
worthy man. Now Sir I have a very important rt'quest to make 
for myself. By devoting myself to the public affairs lam obliged 
to neglect that important duly I owe to ms creditors of settling 
my accounts at Dacca ; thenffore I expect you w ill write to the- 
Committee that I came down by your desire, and that I may 
hereafter have liberty to go to Dacca, and that my attendance on 
you may not prejudice me in the sersice : for I really have declined 
any application for the second best post in the Servic<.‘, the Chief- 
ship of Luckypore, merely on this account. l'lu‘ army is daily 
increasing, everything k»oks like treachery. Dont send copies by 
Nuncomar. It puts it out of Mr. Watts's power to conceal the 
letter if necessary, which was the case yesterday. Compliments 
to Mr. Walsh, the Major, and John Power. 

I am, &c. &c., Luki-, ScKAF'n)N. 

Vernet the Dutch Chief has behaved w’ith infamous partiality to 
the French throughout the late scent'. Many letters for the 
English by cossids haxe been taken out and sent to the P'rench. 
Some days ago when the l-'rcnch were going off Mr. Collet sent 
people to stop their letters. His people stopped a Dutch cossid 
and opened the letters and returned them with an apology to 
Mynheer Vernet, who in return has sent people to stop all our 
cossidsy and yesterday stopped your letter of the 2oth to the 
Nabob. Pray shew your resentment. 1 hear Roy Dullub has 
stoiAsome boats with ammunition celling here. Tani mietix. 
The letter to me need contain no more than * come.' 
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360. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Select Committee^ Fort William, 
dated Caynp, 26 April, 

Gentlemen, — As I have some publick business for Mr. Luke 
Scrafton to transact at Muxad.ivad, I have desired him to remain 
there, and I request you wil! permit him so to do without any 
prejudice to his proceeding to Dacca, a- soon as the service he is 
engaged in is ovet . 

I am with respect, <N:t . 6cc.. kobert ( ^ .• 

361. Letter from ihc \LUc*ab /*« D.i/.'i'i/ { ‘/' dated 26 April, 1757. 

I rcr.eived with ple'^suif your agrec.d>lr le.t'er. You desire in it 
that 1 would fulfil Liu \rlu.]*- •.!* Agr(‘ciiicnt. As I am a well - 
w'isher 10 mankind, I n main L*i.iiicrahi\ firm to my treaty. There 
neither is nor shrdl he anv (!■“ :alion from it on my side. The 
Articles of Agrceim ul witii thr Company are all complied with. 
WhateviT nione\ and lx loi.gmg to the Company that were 

taken by me at C'nssimha/ar and Dacca, have been delivered back 
to Mr, Watts. 'The several pcrioannafis for the currency of the 
Company’s business, which are WTote agreeable to Mr. Watts’s 
desire, togcth<‘r with that for erecting a Mint in Calcutta Alianagur 
have been also put into his hands, of which you have no doubt 
been informed hy his letter. I wrote you before in regard to the 
cannon and shall act to this conformable to your answ’er. Though 
in the Articles nothing is mentioned relative to the Calcutta affairs, 
for your satisfaction however I have got from Monickchund the 
Calcutta accounts. His mutsiddics and those sent on the part of 
the Company are now exariiining them w'ith the Company s papers : 
when this is finished that business will be likewise settled. What- 
ever broadcloth etc. small articles have been taken for my use 
shall ho i)aid for at the current price when Mr. Watts lays that 
before me. As to w’hat you have wrote regarding Mr. Law, that it 
was very improper to set him at libcny, and that they would join 
with my enemies against me, therefore your forces would follow 
them, and you desired they might meet wdth no Opposition from 
me, it is not the custom of Hindostan to bind or deliver up to 
their enemies the weak, and those who have begged their protection 
I have turned Mr. Law out of my dominions. How should he 
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ever dare to join with my enemies or yours , yet should this war 
happen while I have such a man as you for my friend and assistant, 
God willing, by joining together we should punish him as he 
deserved It is neither proper nor adMseable for \ou to send 
forces after Mr Law, seeing the ^emtdars of Behar subashtp are 
ver> quarrelsome and mischievous Should tht> have in} differ 
ence with }ou, it would have a verv bad appearance and occasion 
the rum and devastation of the Province As a friend I have 
faithfully acquainted }ou with this Regarding the French 
Factories the affair stands thus Their creditors are constantly 
applying to me for their debts It is not the ciistoni neither does 
it become judges to shut their ears to the just demands of thost 
who appl} to them ou v ourself came to this part on the 
complaints of your Compinv s servants Consider this within 
yourself and then judge fiirlv Munsuram when he arrives, will 
explain these things separate!} to you 

By the favour of Gcd peace has been agretd upon betwixt 
Achmud Shah Abdilly ind me By repeited advices I am 
informed of his returning bv continued marches from Delhi to his 
own countrv, and that he had got as far as Paniput and Suniput 
As I look upon Abdallv s returning it this time in the light of 
avictorx, for vour pleisurc and satisfaction 1 have acejuamted you 
with it It is very impr iper to stnd forces after the 1 rench I 
have this day had advice that Mr Law was got beyond the hills, 
and was continuing his march with all expedition By the time 
your forces could arrive at Muxadav id they will be past the 
Carumnassar \ou can neither expect nor will vou gam any 
advantage b\ sending these troops, except that of distressing the 
Kingdom, and the consequence, if you take this step, will be the 
breaking the treaty 

362 Letter from the 2 \auab to Colonel Clue {cnclosid tn letter of 
26 April, 1757) 

As the treaty was solemnly sworn to and the Articles signed by 
bothmrties, I have therefore no such designs, neither do I desire, 
while 1 possibly can avoid it, to break the treaty on my side 
You desired Nuncomar to write that you intended to march this 
way, and that you had already sent 500 soldiers and 500 Telltngts 



BENGAL IN 1766-57 


3^1 


He adds that your troops were continually going into Hugley» 
which occasioned much disturbance and loss to the inhabitants. 
This is no ways warranted by the Agreement. 

As by your army’s marrhmg this way the treaty must be 
infringed and the Kingdom surfer; on this account I write you, so 
that if \ou do “tud .tn aiiii\ this wa\ it is you who break the 
treaty, and I am blamdess I have dm* iu\ my generals, when 
they recci\L account 'Mon ♦ iving begii' \ our march, to set out 
to meet you. 

^63. tUy jnwi ( nloncl ( laC to 1 //> /j/ ITrf/iow, iiatt:d 
( amp, 2( ipnl 17-^7 

Sir, — I lia\e th s i‘vii\td \ni,r fa\oiir. As to what 

Mr. Renault sa\s about the ti^umonN a deserter it is entirely 
false; the man has *1 w ife ano' i r nly, ind ’taas the latter considera- 
tion which induced him to r» iiisc Mr. Renault, when he insisted 
upon hib going to ( issmibu ar. He cam*^ of his own accord, and 
gave the evidenee befoie related, and ne^ er iski‘d to be entertained 
in our service till some time after. 

As to w'hdt Mr. Renault alltdgcs about being obliged to sign the 
parole is entirely false; he and i\tr\one else signed parole of 
their own fiee will. I am siiie it was ne\cr meant, either by you 
or me, that the Compan}’sser\ ants should be free to go where and 
do what they pleased. 1 hey broke through the Articles of Capitula- 
tion by suffering so many men to escape out of the Fort, and 
setting hre to sundry goods at a time when Captain Buchanan 
desired they would gne him admittance, w'hich w^as absolutely 
refused. 

Their having kept their pay ole in not leaving Chinchura is another 
falsity, for Monsieur Saint Martin, a French officer, who gave his 
parole and levCived his effects, wmt to Cossimbuzar and is now 
with Mr. Law', as are, I am persuaded, many more. 

To have a good opinion of Mr. Renault would be doing him 
more justice than his countrymen ever did; his suffering the 
inhabitants to enter the warehouses and take out a number of gold 
watches and conceal them in their chests was a very dirty action, 
and an infringement of the Capitulation. 

I should be very glad to pay you my respects at Calcutta, but 
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the critical situation of the Company’s affairs will not admit of my 
quitting the camp on any consideration. The last letter I wrote 
the Nabob, he tore in a violent passion, and ordered our vakeel 
out of the Durbar. He sent for Meer Jaffeir, and offered him ten 
lack of rupees if he would march down and destroy us, and he has 
been often heard to say he would cxtirf^ate the English. The next 
morning he was sorry for wliat he had done, sent for the vakeel 
and gave him a dress. I have not receivi d a letter from him this 
many days. In short there is siK'h ('onfusion and discvmtent at 
Muxadavad from the Nabob’s weak conduct and tyranny, that I 
have received certain advices of S(,*vc‘ral great men, among whom 
arc Juggut Seat and Meer Jaffeir, being in li‘agiu‘ together to cut 
him off, and set up Murgodaunyer ('awn Luttce, a man of gr(‘at 
family, power and riches, supported tooth and nail by juggut Seat. 

I must request. Sir, you keep within your own breast this 
intelligence. I^y this you will judge 1 ('annot stir from hence. 
We are all ready for fear of the worst, ('oja Wa-^'eed will be here 
in two or three da\s to avoid tlie danger which is carrying on. 
By him I shall learn more particulars. 

You may be assured. Sir, some great nwolution will happen 
before long and I hope much to the advantage* of the Company. 

I ha\e, 6 ic. ike., Koi’.ukt Clivi'. 

364. Letter from Mr. 11 '«//.% to Colonel Clive, dated 2O April, 1757- 

This accompanies duplicate of my last, since when there are 
advices that the Pytans are inarched northw'ard and that the 
Nabob w'i 11 not leave the city, which makes the [pacifying letter] I 
desired you to write now’ unnecessary. I reejuest you will convey 
letters to the Nabob by no other hands than mine, as the Durbar 
affairs may be so circumstanced as to make it improper to deliver 
them. 

As you observed, the Nabob’s behaviour makes it very difficult 
to know what measures to persue — Juggutseat, Rungeet Roy, 
Omichund and others, in short all degrees of persons, are persuaded 
he break his Agreement and attack us whenever he is dis- 
engaged or our forces are weakened by your leaving us and the 
departure of the men-of-war, or whenever he can be assisted by 
the French. On the other side he is complying with his contract, 
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fjrants us perwannahs and whatever we ask within the compass of 
his Agreement. Our attacking the French I take it has nothin^ 
to do with our Articles of Peace, neither is he bound thereby tc 
deliver them up. He writes tr you that vour enemies are his and 
his yours, hut this' is only n private liter and not mentioned in 
the Agreonicht, < ^ the i-'c^niiary it says shall not war in Bengali 
while he r >Ptinues Inm lo h.s VgrctM'nt'ni. lint when w’e consider 
there is no depellda•.^c on Hi' Nabob, ?'nt he is secretly our 
enemy, and that w'e have alii- ])usitJ\ ■ .. .si ’ ances of the French 
being in ’va^ . ae i have rr iso: to believe he will join 

them on tl.v first necasion, whu h Miu t- must be fatal to our 
affairs here, prudeiic' eertainK reoni ts us to guard against such 
an ac rifleiit. M('ii jafii-r.' iwo lixi ago ‘^ent for Petrus privately 
and told him the Nabob was g* ut rah) disliked, that he ill used 
and affronted every body, tliat ior his part whenever he went to 
visit him he e\p(‘cted assa-^maiion. therefor, alhvays had his son 
and forces in readines>, mai In- \v'as persuaded the Nabob would 
not keep to bis Agn ement, and says he onl\ w^aits till MunlolH is 
well and for some forces that are expected from Patna in eight or 
nine days, to attack us. Meir Jaffior thenlore sent for Petrus and 
desired him to tell me that if you are content he, Raheem Cawn, 
Roydoolub, and Hahaudar Ally Cawn and others, are ready and 
willing lo join their forces, seize the Nabob and set up another 
person that ina\ be ap])roved of. If you approve of this scheme 
which is more feasible than the other I wrote about, he requests 
you will write your proposals of w’hat mone}’, w'hat land you w^ant, 
or what treaties you will engage in. When I receive your answer 
I shall endeavour to have a meeting with him, and inform you of 
the particulars of his scheme, proposals and demands. 

This incloses copy of two letters, one from Nuncomar the other 
from Mulrcinul w'hich has put the Nabob all in a flame. It would 
appear that if w’C propose coming to a rupture, our business is at 
present to amuse, lay aside all appearance of war while we concert 
of measures with the principal j^wn/ars, and that before w^e show 
our intentions of any act of hostility or motion of the forces north- 

' Viz., the promise to have the same friends and enemies as the English. 

* It was said that Mohan Lai was poisoned by his enemies so as to deprive' the 
Nawab of his advice at this critical juncture. 
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ward, a necessary step to be taken is the withdrawing the Com- 
pany's goods and people from all the Subordinates, as you must 
be sensible the neglect of that will throw them entirely at the 
Nabob’s mercy, from which little is to be expected after breaking 
with him. 

I request you will answer my letters in cypher. A peon of mine 
is now returned, and brings advice the French are arrived at 
Rajamaul on their way to Patna. 

365. Extract front a letter from Siindknmur to the Saivab {cndoi>cd 
in Mr. letter of 26 Aprils. 

Yesterday the 22nd of April at midnight the Colonel’s mundiic 
came to me and Mutterarnul and told us tht* Colonel called us for 
some business of moment. As I supposed it was to talk about 
the French affair, and therefore I returned the tnunskic this 
answer * that 1 was not then at leisure, being occupied about 
your business, but would come when it was finished.’ The 
Colonel being informed of this by his niunshie, sent again another 
person to me and Mutterarnul an hour before day, who told us 
the Colonel <S:c. were come out and then standing on the plain ; 
that he had some things which he must tell me, and desired I 
would step there for a moment, blinding it impossible to avoid 
going, as he might put a bad construction on it, Mutterarnul and 
I therefore went and found the Colonel, Major and Mr. Roger 
Drake and others of the Council standing all together and 
observing the whole army and artillery i which were drawn up in 
Chandernagore plain to the northward of Taldangy garden) go 
through their exercise. They spent two hours and a half in this 
amusement. Asking leave after this to go away, he desired us to 
go with him for a little while into the garden. Having got there, 
and in private, he then told us, that ‘you had contradicted all 
the favour you had professed for them and had used very harsh 
expressions to Mr. Watts and the vakeel ^ and told them plainly not 
to come any more into your presence : by which it appears to me 
the N*ob has been listening to my enemies. I shall therefore begin 
mv march to-morrow towards the Nabob and do you acquaint him 
with it.* As Mutterarnul and I were quite ignorant of what had 
passed between you and Mr. Watts, according to my weak under- 
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Standing I made this reply, that in every perwannah received by 
me your kindness for them seemed to increase daily, why should 
he proceed so hastily. * God willing, whatever the Nabob said 
he would do for you will be soon fulfilled.* Though we re- 
peated this again and again yet he seemed far from being 
convinced. 

366. Letter f' n)u Mathuvu Mj, * Babu u’liclo'icd in Mr, ITaf/s’s 

Ictiei / 26 Aprih. 

The news of thi '' plnrc* T hav' wrote yoi before, I have just now 
further leaned that eleven boat:^ are headed with cannon^ 

ammunition, and muskets to ( ^)ssim baz.tr. Two Tellin^is were 
going by land. Froiu them 1 learned that 500 choice soldiers 
and 500 Tellini^i^ uill set out* for that place this night, and I hear 
there are thn-e [ hundred J vt?.':/.' a**, assenibl -d at Cossimbuzar. I 
therefore write you it is ver\ necessary to be upon your guard, 
and to send spies who ma> bring you certain intelligence. As 
you arc a man of si'iise I trust that you will make this known to 
the Nabob, that he may order a strong guard at his door, who 
may be ready with their arms night and day, and send some 
hircarraa to me. 1 am very attentive to my business ; nothing 
passes but I inform you of it. Above all keep a strict eye on 
Cossimbuzar, as soldiers and scapoys are going that way daily. It 
is iny duty to ac(]uaint you, and I constantly write you what 
happens. You will send hircarras to Raja Dulub Ram Bahadre 
that he may be also on his guard, seeing it is proper all should he 
on the watch and prepared and not negligent. It is good to be 
watchful. You will request the Nabob not to think himself too 
secure. I shall continue to advise you of what may further occur. 

367. Extract from a letter from Mr. Scrafton to Colonel Clive, 
dated 28 April, 1757. 

I think the last time I had the honour to write you the Nabob 
W’as just repenting of the affront he had put on the vackeel ^ since 
then he has broke out again on receiving letters from Mootromul 
and Nuncomar that you was sending up a body of men and 
ammunition.^ In this fit he grosly affronted Omichund, ordered 

^ See previous letter from Matberal Mai to Babu Sahib. 
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Meir Jaffier to march, and even his own tent was carried out and 
stayed out the whole day, dispatched orders to recall Laws and 
swore destruction to us. In the evening came a letter from you 
and all was countermanded. 

36b. Letter frimi Colonel Clive to Mj\ Wiitt.s, ihited Campy 
2^ April, 1757. 

SiK, — I wrote the Xaboh a letter a few days ago which I hope 
will reconcile him and calm his resentment. I have sent Captain 
Grant to bring down the money, the Gentlcjmen being in want of 
it to carry on the inveslinenl. The military we ordered down 
likewise. I observe the contents of your letter of the 2 jrd. 

If the Nabob is resohed to sacrifice iis, we must avoid it by 
striking the first blow. You should enquire if Luttee be a man 
of interest. Is he a Moorman ? May not all be t)verset by the 
Afghans if they come? Has Luttee any interest there? You 
should consider the honour of the nation, and if possible avoid 
engaging us in any executions. 

I hear Meer Jaffier wants to get rid of the Nabob. I hope it 
is true. 

The military from Cos^imbuzar are deserters and cannot be 
trusted. If I hear the ph*t thickens, I shall slip some of the 
King’s best men in their room with ammunition cS:c. All is ready 
for marching. 

Remember me to Onnehund and believe me, Sir, &c. tS:c., 
Rodekt Clive. 


369. Letter from Mr. to CoUmcl Clive y dated 28 Aprily 1757. 

The Nabob will not keep to his Agreement ; this you may depend 
on. Meer Jaffeir advises for a few' days to be (luiet, (during which 
time w'e will endeavour to collect in as much of the Company’s 
affairs as we can) not to send any 'Lcllini^ccs or soldiers this w^ay 
and to send only peom with what boats you may have occasion to 
send to and fro, and what goods and treasure we have here I 
in^d to send dowm under the charge of huxerries, for w^hich I 
wait your orders ; there is little water in the river. The Tellingees 
you ordered up 1 can get no leave for their coming, and there is 
orders gone that if any ammunition is found in our boats to cut 
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off the nose and ears of the soldiers and people belonging to them ; 
on this account I have sent for cossids to forbid Captain Grant 
and his party to come up, but to return immediately. Meir 
Jaffeir advises to send no ammunition up at all. Boats are strictly 
searched. His i)roposals of i >ming us I beg you will answer im- 
mediately, when L sliall make a iirm agn v meiit ; therefore send me 
your pn'jx)s:ils, and when you receive jnv letter then be ready to 
march, whoti I shall ;•! »cee': Meir -ir’s or he will send a 

thousand nu n to defend oui Fnrtorv. . [)f nd on it I shall act 
for the best- Lind v- u n.ay bt‘ assan d I aip 'mdcr no appreiiensions 
for myself, : nd that I will nevei 1 in\' reputation. All I 
want is your tavour fiid good iiaine \ ow may depend upon it 
likewise I will ago. witfi Mti* J.^fteir agieable to your desire. 
Suspend your resen tnu-nt foi i !• w da - and I will with despatch 
settle all matters' Do not b> nu'aTu-. send any ammunition as 
1‘verytlnng is searched, and Mu* Nabob in his house says he will 
give back our Agn-enu ut end laiie liis. 'I'he French are kept at 
Rajahmaul. Tlu* b\tans are leturned and th(* troubles with the 
My Rajah are cner. Cpon this the Nabob is very uppish. The 
three fourths of the army are his enemies. When the agreement 
with Meir laffeir is settled we cannot have a man more powerful. 
There is none ecjual to him. One day will determine everything, 
and wc* shall not have more to do, but it is our business to follow 
his advice. What 1 write 1 beg yon will keep an invir>lable secret 
and talk of nothing else but merchandize, and w^hatever Monyck- 
chund has taken in Calcutta, out of the IM^rt or otherwise, enquire 
and send an acccjunt as soon as possible. I request you will order 
your armv to Calcutta and keep only a garrison in Chandernagore, 
and appear to give over all thoughts of war, and send your people 
no where but keep all ejuiet. 

W. Watts. 

J70. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to the Select Committee, 

Fort William, dated Camp, near Chandcrnagorc, 29 April, 1757. 

I have just received your letter of the 2Sth. The stile and 
purport of which I must confess to you surprized me. You surely 

1 Clive’s letter, referred to here, appears to be missing. 
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forgot, Gentlemen, that at a Committee held here so late as the 
23rd I laid my letters before yon, consulted with you on the 
general measures to be taken in the conduct of our affairs with 
the Government, and was desired to manage a certain secret 
correspondence at the Durbar. What has since come to my 
knowledge I have communicated to the President, and indeed I 
cannot think I have ever been deficient in acquainting you with 
all particulars, and advising with you whenever the subject was 
important enough to require it. 

It will not be improper to send an European of capacity and 
secrecy as you observe to Mr. Watts, but if you mean thereby 
that nothing on so nice a subject is to be committed to writing, 
you may have occasion to despatch many such persons before the 
negotiation is concluded. Let me observe to you a correspon- 
dence by cyphers as now practised is not less secret, and doubtless 
it is much more expeditious, which is of great moment in par- 
ticular conjunctures. 

371. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. l*ii;oi. dated 30 Aprils 1757. 

Dear Sir, — I dare not write you a long letter or enter into 
particulars of what has happened since I last wrote you. Mr. 
Drake has refused me the Company's cyplier. 

The most of the articles of Peace are complied with ; yet, from 
the tyranny, cowardice, and suspicion of the Nabob, no dependance 
can be had upon him. No consideration could induce him to 
deliver up the h'rench : it is true he has ordered them out of his 
dominions, and they are at some distance from his capital, but 
he has retained them secretly in his pay, and has certainly written 
to Monsieur Delcyrit and Pussy, to send men to his assistance. 
One. day he tears my letters, and turns out our vakeel, and orders 
his army to march ; he next countermands it, sends for the vakeel, 
and begs his pardon for what he has done. Twice a week he 
threatens to impale Mr. Watts. In short, he is a compound of 
everything that is bad, keeps xjompany with none but his menial 
seTOnts, and is universally hated and despised by the great men. 
This induces me to acquaint you there is a conspiracy carrying 
on against him by several of the great men, at the head of whom 
is Jugget Seit himself, as also Cojah Wazeed. I have been applied 
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to for assistance, and every advantage promised the Company 
can wish. The Committee are of opinion it should be given as 
soon as the Nabob is secured. For my own part, I am persuaded, 
there can be neither peace nor security while such a monster 
reigns. 

Mr. Watts and Omichniid iirc at Mu^.ldavad, and have many 
meetings with the great mt'n. The K-Uer I received from 
Mr. Watts, hr desiies li.it 01 . t ;'ioposals " \ be sent, and that 
they only wait for them to put rvrythinp . \ecution ; so that 
you may von -ho.:lv - spect to aoir * f a M volution which will 
put an end .dl thi' I'rrnch expi**. f.ai mi- • 1 er settling in this 
country again. The Pitans, who wCiO v\)niing this way, have 
been paciliod I»\ a sui.i ot inomy. 'nci .11 ■ rotiirning to their own 
country. Had tht \ .ipproachod n«\,r. om r\ thing would have been 
o\erset in this country, fur thrr. .urlli^ of the Nabob’s army are 
against him. It is a most di^^agrccablc circuinstance to find that 
the troubles are like]\ to c\'mrjienct again: but the opinion here 
is universal, that their- can be neither nor trade without 

a change of (juvernnu iit. 

You may de[)end upon my despatching advices over land to the 
Committee when anything material happens. 

This comes under the Dutch cover which I have trusted to 
Mr. Bisdc)m\s care, who is a man of an excellent character and 
has shew'n the greatest zeal for the English nation. 

l am, dear Sir, <S:c. l\:c., Koniiur Clivk. 


372. Extract from a letter from Mr. Watts io Colonel Clive, dated 
30 April, 1757. 

Before my letter reached Captain Grant he was in his palenkcen 
on his way up and was stopped at Plaisc*y by Roydulub and 
returned back t*> Cutwah where his boats were. 

373. Letter from the Nawab io Monsieur Law {supposed to be 
written the latter end of April, 1757). 

I send you ten thousand rupees for your expences. Remain quiet 
at Rajahmaul. When Monsieur Bussie Bahauder tec. comes on 
this side Cuttack, I will then send for you. 

VOL. II. 
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every thinf?, I am perswaded you are fully satisfied of the falsity of 
what has been wrote you from this quarter. That Your Highness 
may have no longer any suspicion or doubt of the truth of what I 
have often declared to you, that I desire nothing so much as to 
live in peace and friendship with you and to make your kingdom 
flourish by extending onr trade, I have ordered the greatest part 
of my army to C'alcutta, and the rest to Chandernagore, and I 
expect to hear Your lixcellency has ordered your troops to return 
to Muxadavad. It has given me great concern to hear Your 
Excellency had given so great credit to false informers and my 
enemies as to insist on searching onr h'actory at C'ossimbazar.* 
What you discovered there will be a suflicient proof how little 
reason you had to suspect ns of any such nndi rhand practices. 
I know not what may he the custom in this country, but I assure 
Your Highness I am al)ove acting so false a part. My resolution 
once taken I act opc*nl\ and fairly. Your Excellency must per- 
ceive there ne\er can be that mutual contidence and cordial 
friendship betwixt us, which is so greatly to be dt‘sired for the 
good and prosperit}- of both, while you will believe whatever is 
told to m\ prejudicr by men void of ( hanicter and truth. I have, 
therefore, long wishi'd that a perstm of truth, wisdom, and reputa- 
tion, from Your Highness might remain with me, who, being made 
sensible of the got)dness (jf my intentit)ns and fairness of my 
actions, might thon’iughly convince you that it is my desire and 
aim that the English should ever possess yc)ur favour and friend- 
ship, and be always regarded and depended on by you as your 
firmest support, which they ever will prove w’hile Your Highness 
trusts to them. 


377. Letter from Colonel Clive tu Mr. dated 1 May, 1757 • 

{cm losing:!; proposah for treaty u'ilh Mir Jafar), 

Sir, — Y ours of the 29th is come to hand : everything is settled 
with the Committee, enclosed arc the proposals, and if there be 
^l^y other Articles which y6u and Omychund think necessary to 

^ Since writing the aho\e the Nabob hearing there were five hundred men in our 
Factory at Cassimbazar, sent a person to examine into the truth of it, who found 
only forty Europeans besides — Litter from Mr. ll’utts to Colonel Clive, dated 

tic)Apnl, 1757. 
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be added, you have full liberty so to do, or to leave Qut any which 
you think may hurt our cause or give disgust. As for any gratuity 
the new Nabob may bestow on the troops, is left to his generosity 
and to your and Ornychund*s management. Now for business. 

To-morrow morning we d^ amp, part of our forces return to 
(Calcutta, th(' oth^r will go niu> garrison lu re* : and to take away 
all suspicion I have ordoied .'M the artJIcrx and tumbrells to be 
embarked in boats aiio sent t. i .dcutfa. ^ J '.ve wiote the Nabob 
a soothing letter, thi'=J accoTP]».io'er, anotin : ( f the same kind to 
Moon Lol ■•’'rec.n ii . i your dt;s» e. la.: r upon business with 
Me(‘r Jaffiei - soon \tiu pleii-e. i iti*. 'i-ac y, and will engage 
to be at Niesaiay in l' - Ive houiv dti’T 1 lec-ive \.>ur letter, which 
I'lacc is to b»‘ tl)(. /o ol vtli.iir* army. The Major, who 

('« »mmands at ('airutta, !nas all i. .n.v U',i ml '.ark at a minute’s warn- 
ing, and has boats sufticiiait I-. • .irr\ artillery, men, and stores to 
Niosarv. I '-'hall manJi 1 )\ lam! and join him there, and we will 
then proceed to Mn\ada\ad mi the placa* we are to be joined at 
dinrtl} . 

I'ell Meer Jaffier to fear nothing, that I will join him with j,ooo 
men who ne\ei turned ihoir backs, and that if he fails sieving 
him, we shall be strong enough t(» drive liim out of the country; 
assure him that I will march night and da} to his assistance, and 
stand by him as long as 1 have a man left. I am in great want ot 
draught bullocks ; you must send some at all I'veiit^ Alien you hear 
I am upon the iiiarcli. 

,37b. Proposah fi>r a treaty unih Mir Jafar, 

1. An allianci? offensive and defensive against all enemies, country 
or Europeans. 

2. The French fugitives to be taken and delivered up to us. 
All their Factories to be delivered up to us in order to be destroyed. 
The French never to be permitted to resettle in this aubahship. 
In consideration of which, the English Company will annually 
pay the amount of duties usually paid into the King’s Treasury 
on the French trade, or a sum not exceeding 50,000 rupees 
annually. 

3. Restitution of the Company’s whole loss by the taking of 
Calcutta and their out Settlements ; also restitution for the losses 
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intends to move as to-day, it being the anniversary when he set 
out last year for Rajahmaul, and afterwards came to Calcutta; 
as he then was successful!, this he accounts his lucky day. 

I am, &c., Roger Drake, Jtn. 

381. Translation of a Letter from Monsieur Law to Monsieur Bugros, 
Chief of Sydabad, dated Camp at Champana^ar, 4 May, 1/57* 

I have just received a letter from the Nawab by which he 
orders me to return to Miirshidabad. Me wishes, he says, to join 
us in order to fall upon the Eni^lish. I have also niceived a letter 
from the Sieur Chan^eaii' which f^dves me very ^"ood news. I am 
surprised that you liave not writt(‘n at all to me. for I cannot 
think that 3*011 are alto;j;ether if^nonint f>f what is Iiai)pening. 
I am sending M. Sinfrav to the Naw.ib, with whom he* is charged 
to negotiate. He has ('»rders to remain in oiir h'actor} . As he is 
your senior, you will be so kind as to n cogni/e him as your Chief, 
and to obey him as such. Possibly 1 shall he coming to you 
soon. 

I have, Sir, cS:c. (S:c., Law. 

382. Letter from Colonel ( live to the Xau\ib, dated 4 May, 17 

Monseram has been w’ith me and the Admiral; he will inform 
Your Excellcnc}’ of what he knows. I have desired him only to 
tell the truth, w'hich is all I expect from him. 

I almost despair of enjoying Your iCxcellency’s friendship while 
you listen to the idle stories and falsities of men of mean extrac- 
tion. For my ow’n part 1 despise them, being perswaded that for 
the sake of a few rupees thev will sa\' w hatever they are bid. If a 
man of family and good name w as near me, }*ou then w'ould soon 
be convinced of the English truth and justice. 

Yesterday my army broke up their camp; more than half is 
gone to Calcutta, the rest remain at Chandernagore. Calcutta is 
become a place of such miser)' since your arm)' has almost destroyed 
it, that there is not room for more soldiers without endangering 
theiAives b)* sickness. However, farther to satisfy you, I shall 

* Probably the same as M. de (Uiangey, whom Law mentions in his Memoir as 
being sent to him • cn qualite de Major ' from Pondicherry. 
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order down io C^cutta all my field cannon, I expect to hear 
that your army has retired likewise to Muxadavad, and that you 
have been as expeditious in performing what you promised as I 
have. 

I hear you have stopt Captain Grant. This surely is not an act 
of your friendship or agreeable to the Agreement. When Your 
Excellency gave up Cnssimba/ar ^^ith a 4 its guns, &c., you could 
not expect ii sliould h ive ne’ther guns •» ammunition in it for its 
defence. I am sure tins wjit* i.ot so in > . »r grandfather’s time, 
neither did vou fiiij it in thit coiKlit*f»n when you obliged 
Mr. Watts * ' deli\M it to you. I ^haJI reside at the French 
Garden, a \iry convenient and ide'iwnt ms to the southward 
of Chandernagore. 


383, Extracts from a letter fr u * \ihml Clh^c to Mr. Watts, dated 
French Gtruats, 5 May, 1757. 

Since my last Mi. Scratton is amved, from whom 1 have learnt 
many particulaib. . . . Omychund in consideration of his services 
should have all his losses made good by an express Article in the 
treaty. . . . If you think you and the gc ntlcmon at Cossimbazar 
can be safe with Meer Jaffier or in the Factory, it is well. If not 
I will provide for your retreat by way of Jaggiporc. 


384. Extract from a letter from Mr, Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 
6 May, 1757. 

I have let Omychund into the scheme, and am afraid he will 
startle when he hears it as he has no opinion of the Gentoos, 
However I will conclude nothing without consulting Omychund 
and hope soon to have a meeting with Meer Jaffier and finish 
everything. 

3P5. Letter from the Nawab to Colond Clive, dated 10 May, 1757 
{received 16 May), 

The intrepid Sheik Amrula, who has served me for many yeturs, 
on whom I place great confidence, I have now promoted to be 
futib of Hugley district, and he will arrive there very soon. You 
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will speak to him as to what may concern the Company’s business 
in that quarter. I have talked to him myself on this head, and he 
will act accordingly. 

386. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, dated 

French Gardens, 10 May, 1757. 

The fate Captain Grant's party nul will convince me the 
Nabob will never suffer any number of forces to proceed to 
Cossimbazar, and therefore agree with y()ii it would answer no 
other end of sending them than that (»f alarming the Nabob a 
second time. As to the detaining the men which are at Cossim- 
bazar, if you mean to throw yourself into the Fort to keep them for 
your security and can depend upon Meer Jaffier’s assisting yt)U with 
a garrison you are right, but in any othtT case be assured you are 
only sacrificing so many men to the Nabob's resentment : neither 
the Fort, number of men, or ammunition will admit of one 
day's defence. . . . You need be under no concern about Seva 
Babboo. 1 liave received him very politely, l)ut neither he nor 
Luckicondore can write the Nabob anything to our pnjudicc, 
without the former has picked up stune intelligence fiom Mr. 
Drake, with whom lie has been at C alcutta, is returni,‘d, and tells 
me he is going to Muxadavad b\ the Nabob's orders on account of 
advising the Fnglish not to decamp. Watch him. 

387. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Watts, dated 
French Gardens, 3 i May, 1757. 

Mr. Drake w'rites me one Meecrum has been with him pretend- 
ing himself a servant to one Koy ( lovindroy, a servant of lialaroy 
the Moratta General, who tells him he has letters of a secret 
nature to send or deliver to him, but to be speedy because he 
must return to the Deccan country. This Meccrurn told Drake 
that 70,000 Morattas were ready to enter the country and that 
letters were come to all the Nabob's Ministers and Generals except 
Monickchund, Mohun Loll and Rajaram. The absurdity of the 
Mojiytas entering the country when the Rains are so near, that 
circumstance of letters to the Nabob’s ministers and generals 
makes me suspect Narransing had some notion of w’hat is going 
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forward and this to sound us. Be you easy. Nothing shall 
escape and I will find out the bottom of this. Acquaint Meer 
Jaifier of this, and that a report w'ill be put about that Bussy 
is entering the country, to cover our real designs. Do you the 
same and make use of the hury's going dow n the river as if in 
consequence of this news : leir toll Mi lafiier &c. the truth. . . . 

j'^8. Exii iri jwm .. n Colmr i h.'i to Mr, Watts, dated 

1* J I ‘I it as, 12 JlftZ ' “ 

The cut' -.ed ;i. 1 . onic . Jin i\h- i’.cLl.-. . Tell Meer Jafiier 
tht' l£ngli-l OiAve m , fij)ini(>ti Mu Af*)! '.:' : (jovernment. If he 
will be bold and firm i will stnn.! b r-m : > the last. Let him see 
thi^ ktter md mal-^ uli.a use b* rlt.ases ( i it. 

;jbc). Rxir.ut jroui a iett>'r y- Mi. Il atis to ('ohmrl Clive, dated 
IhtuCi ' //../ May, 1737 - 

r.oja W’a^oecl i- di-gra* - d. '.1 sent wi^rd by Omichund to 
desire 1 vnuld s«' U‘t him in oiir Facior\. He says the Nabob 
has wrote fre»iuemiy pies'^ing letters to Bussic to request he would 
marcli \mi 1 i all expedition. These letters he .->ays he has seen, for 
when in fa\()ur lu- ^^as ulwa\s consulted. Rungeet Ko\- has been 
out of favour this month and now goes nnt near the Durbar, , . . 
Tw'o of my spies an- come in, wdio left Laws five days ago at 
Chiimj)anagore, live tess on this sid- of Hogglepore, where a 
eunuch, a sonlilnirdar and four harcarra), arrived with orders from 
the Nrd:)ol) to stay there till they heard further. The spies came 
in company with a F'lench officer whom Laws had despatched 
to the Nabob. 

> ^ -r' 4- 

The Nabob has certainly sent Laws a Bill of Exchange of’ 

10,000 nipi es fur the support of his troops. 

« 

3 go. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Watts, dated 
French Gardens, 13 May, 1757. 

I know not how' to refrain from shewing my resentment at the 
Nabob’s bad faith in not withdrawing his army. Let him intoxi- 
cate himself with his hopes. When he is giddy the sooner he’ll 
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fall. The Rains are near ; should they set in the opportunity might 
be lost. . . . Seva Baboo’s second visit has quieted me of my 
apprehension on his score, and I heartily wish it were in my 
power to serve his master. 

J91. Letter from Colonel ('live to the Nim^ah, dated 14 May, 1757- 

It is with great concern that I daily hear of Your Excellency’s 
infringing the treaty. These reports are conhrrned to me by your 
stopping the Company’s treasure and goods coming from their 
Factory at Cossimbii/.'ir. If the English are your enemies you are 
in the right to forbid the currency of their trade and free j^assage 
through your country, and if after the receij)t of this you persevere 
in stopping them, I ^liall look upon it as a declaration that you do 
not chuse the English for your friends ; the more so that after the 
most solemn promise of withdrawing your army as soon as I 
ordered mine into (juartors, your> still continues in the field to the 
great detriment of trade and ruin of your country : for the conse- 
quences must be, if tiny continu(‘ in camj) many days longer, that 
my troops must again take the iield. 'S’our Excellency has taken 
no notice of mans letters I havi‘ lately wrote you expressing the 
strongest inclinations to peace and friendshij). Were you as 
anxious to sec the trade of your country fiourish as 1 am, you 
would be more desirous of peace, and your subjects happy. 

In a paper apart. 

I hear a report of the Maratlocs having a design to enter the 
country. Your hixcellency may be assun^d of my best endeavours 
to prevent their coining in, and that if you fulfil the treat}" with 
the English you shall always find me your best friend. 

J92. Letter from Mr. ITuf/s* to Colonel Clive, dated 14 May^, 17 S 7 * 

I received a letter two days ago from Mr. Scrafton wherein he 
writes Omichund that you have agreed to give him 5 per cent, on 
whatever money he may receive 'on the new contract. As I by no 
meagi think he merits such a favour or has acted so disinterested 
a part as I once imagined, I have not mentioned the 5 per cent to 
him. The particulars relating to him that are come to my know-. 
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ledge are these : — when our treaty was concluded with the Nabob 
and the 20,000 gold mohurs agreed to be given in consideration of 
the plunder of Calcutta, the Nabob had agreed with Rungeet Roy 
and Omichund to pay 20,000 gold mohurs more, which they told 
the Nabob was to be given aiiK ng the leading men in Calcutta for 
assenting to the treaty; b(;si‘*‘^s which ihe Naboi) agreed to give 
two lack of rupees, halt »»f wineh Oinsf fiund agreed Rungeet Roy 
was to have, 23,000 ri rx' - !;. .vas him- h L'» have, and the other 
75,000 rupt L's was to o* disp* s<.d o^ U) v * . Ormchund thought 

propel to favour, 'll ]ian. 1 h to li.,m Omichund him- 

self and fn . veiy od aiitbr.rit\ Iriv* b e'* lat(‘lv informed that 
on the Nabob’s aniva’ liere Ke-jg^ l X** v\a wry pressing with 
him to comply with l.*- 1 .'f i aMiic tlie 20,000 mohurs and 

the hh/x ol in linjH--' >1 g(‘tti'.; 'posses.^ion of the lack 

01 rujH'CS w'hich ihv \aVx»b not inclinable to pay. This 

Omichiiiid ob^cived and. 11 to gain favour, at a proper time 

he the Nabob that if R •!>.!.’(•(,*! Voy was suffered to interfere in 
0111 affairs the N..bol) would lx u])liged pay the above sums, but 
if he disgraced him he w’ould sa\c the nione\. This advice the 
Nabnb followed, and Omichund in consideration of this advic e got 
pu)\x'iiinuili\ and (nalers to th(‘ siweral aurun^^s to have his money, 
goods, and effects delivered np. To corroborate W'hat I have been 
informed of, 1 this day asked Omichund if 1 shtjuld apply to the 
Nabob tor the money, but he advises me strenuously against it, 
saving it w'as a secret contract and by no means ^.»roper for me to 
mention, but he would him think of means to get it. I shewed 
the Articles you sent up to Omichund who did not approve of 
them, but insisted on in) demanding for him 5 per cent, on all the 
Nabob’s treasure, which would amount to two crorc of rupees, 
besides a quarter of all his wealth, and that Meir Jaffier should 
oblige himself to take from the zemindars no more than they paid in 
Jaffeir Cawr.’s time. To secure Roy Dulub to his interest he pro- 
posed giving him a quarter part of whatever they could dupe Meir 
Jaffeir out’ of. These and many other Articles, in which his own 
ambition, cunning, and avaricious view's w ere the chief motives, he 
positively insisted on and would not be prevailed upon to recede 
from one Article. Perceiving his obstinacy would only ruin our 
affairs and that we should alarm the jealousy and lose the good 
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opinion of all people, and that the accomplishment of his treaty 
(if agreed to) would take some years, Meir Jaffeir likewise having 
expressed an utter distrust and disgust at his being anyways con- 
cerned in the treaty, and as delays are dangerous, I therefore with 
Petrose had a meeting with Meir Jaffeir’s confidant,' who sets 
out to-day with the accompanying Articles, which he says he is 
sure Meir Jaffeir w'ill comply with. If the Admiral and C(jm- 
mittee therefore approve of them I request \'ou will get the 
Articles wrote on large thin paper in cypher, the sheet to be 
divided into two columns. On the first division the Agreement to 
be wrote in cypher whic h is to be signed by the Admirals, you, 
the Committee and C'ouneil, afiirmingin llu* name of God and our 
Saviour that you will abide by this Agreement. In the second 
division I shall write the Agreement in ICnglish and on the third it 
will be wTote in Persian. The two last I shall sign and seal w'hen 
the Articles are agreed to. Meir Jaffeir desires to know your 
opinion with regard to the operatiems of war. Ht* thinks it advis- 
able for you to write to the Nabob that agreable to his desiie and 
on promise of his doing the same you had withdrawn your forces; 
that while his continued in the field the Company's business 
must continue stopt, and that th(*y could not think of risquing 
their money to the aurun^s while neither a boat nor Kurof)ean 
could pass w'ithout molestation ; you therefore request him either 
to comply w'ith his promise of recalling his troops to the city 
or let you know his real sentiments that you may take proper 
measures accordingly. If the Nabob should comply, Meir Jaffeir 
w'ill acquaint you with his sentiments how further to proceed. If 
he refuses, other measures must be pursued. I declare solemnly 
before God that w'hat relates to Omichund is strictly true and the 
information of him relating to Kungeet Roy I had from good 
authority; but I request you wall for the present keep it an 
inviolable secret ; you must be sensible the critical situation of 
our affairs require it. 

393. Letter from Mr. Watts to^Colonel Clive, dated 16 May, 1757. 

4|bce my last Meer Jaffier has sent a blank paper with his seal 
upon it in order to have the Articles w rote upon it the same as those 

* Omar Beg. 
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I sent you, so that you may depend upon everything being fixed On 
his part Therefore, if you approve of them, I entreat you vnll send 
them me with the utmost haste, when I will finidi everything in 
two hours* time. You are very sensible how dangerous delays are. 


394. Extract'! frarf> the '>/ ^he Select Committee, Fort 

WiVtatH, 17 l/dj, i/S?, lefetuni to Omuhund. 

The article in ot Omichund hr- Committee think 

should be totally 1.0 >ut hib boha\'(.>ir rather merits dis* 
('race and j i<nishni(.i>l at our hand*: tliui, such a stipulation in 
hi.s behalf. 

It \vas then consid./ed how w'* m.ght deceive Omichund and 
prevent a discrwei) of tfit whol' jaojrs . which we run the risque 
(if should wr hesitate or refust- to iubist on the unreasonable 
gratification he expects and di mands, ana on the other hand it 
would be highly improiiei to stionjate, much more to demand 
with any obstinac} , such extiavagant terms from Meer Jaffeir for 
a person who can be of no service in the intended revolution. 
So on the other it would be dangerous to provoke a man of 
Omichund’s character by seeming to take no care at all of his 
interests, and slighting his weight and influence, which might 
prompt him to make a sacrifice of us and rum our afifiurs 
entirely. 

For these reasons we think it will be necessaiy to form a 
double Treaty, both to be signed by Meer Jaffeir and by us ; in one 
of which the Article in favour of Omichund is to be inserted, in 
the other to be left out, and Meer Jaffeir is to be informed of that 
which we design to abide by and esteem authentick with our 
reasons for taking such a step. 

395 - Proposed articles of (^cement between Jafar Ali Khan Bahadur 
and the Honourable East India Company? 

First That he will confirm all the grants and privileges ceded 
to the by the Nabob Serajah Dowlat. 

Secon d. That he will enter into an alliance with the English 
> Aiv-ptii, *nd raom to bv Mir late pa the 13 Ramian or Tumi 3. mo. 
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ofTensive and defensive against all enemies whatever, either country 
powers or Europeans. 

Third. Whatever Frenchmen are in the Provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orixa, to be delivered up to the English with all their 
goods, Factories and effects, and that they never be permitted to 
settle again in any of the said Provinces. 

Fourth. In consideration of the heavy losses the English 
Company sustained by the destruction of Calcutta by Serajah 
Dowlat, and also on account of the expences of the war tliey shall 
receive the sum of [one hundred lack of sicca rupees].* 

Fifth. For the losses sustained by the Europeans by the taking 
of Calcutta, they shall receive the sum of fifty hick of suni rupees. 

Sixth. The Gentoos shall rec'eive on the* same account the sum 
of twent}' iiuk <<f sicca ruj>ees. 

Seventh. The Armenians sliall receive on the same luxount the 
sum of seven lack of sicca rupees. 

And such sums as are paid on account of this and tlu‘ two 
proceeding Arti< les shall be distributed by the two Admirals, and 
the gentlemen composing the Select C'.ommittee, as shnll appear 
to them or the major part of them just and ec|uital)l(‘, without 
their being liable to any appeal from them or their authority 
disputed. 

Eighth. Thai Oinychund shall receive the sum of tu'cnty lack oj sicca 
rupee sr 

Ninth. Whatever ground there is within the C'alcutta Ditch 
belonging to the jemidars to be given to the Knglisli and boo 
yards without the said Ditch all round. 

Tenth. That the country to the south of Calcutta, lying between 
the river and the lake and reaching as far as Culpee, shall be put 
under the perpetual government of the English in the manner as 
now governed by the country jemidars, the English paying the 
usual rents for the same to the Treasury. 

Eleventh. Whenever the Nabob requires the assistance of our 
army, the extraordinary expences to be paid by him. 

Twelfth. The Moors shall not fortihe the river below Hughley. 

^^his was left blank, to be filled in by Mir Jafar himself (see letter from Clive, 
May 19). 

^ Omitted in the real treaty. 
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Thirteenth. That these Articles be complied with within thirty 
days from the day Jaffier Ally Cawn Bahadar shall be acknow- 
ledged Nabob at Moorshedabad or anywhere within the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa. 

Fourteenth. On condition Jnnior Ally Ciiwn Bahadar solemnly 
ratifies and swears to fulfil th. Abov(' W(* the under- 

written do ?oT and in ihe be half ot th* Honourable East India 
Company declare, on i^ie Iloi. Cvang«Ji-:s Mnd before God, that 
we will assist Jaffier Ail\ Bahad.u '.na our whole force to 

obtain the i i :!u* Pio\ • us . 1' i /nl, Bahar and Orixa, 

and further i •'1 we \Mil assist him r ,nost against all his 

enemies whatever, whenever he ns for that purpose, 

provided whim he )*-A>n.es tin N.ilxtb, he fulfils the above 
Ai tw'le.s. 

C'lLAKLEs Watson, Kor.i i; ]i’>yoK, Roin%RT Clive, 

Wiii.iw Waits, Jamj-s K i ' ATKirN. Kktiakd Bechek. . 

396. Letter from th. Nau'ab to Colonel dated 17 A/rty, 1757. 

I firml> adhere to whatever I have agned to. Neither have I 
nor will I ever d(‘viate from it. I consider your enemies as mine, 
and at any time should you want my assistance, on advising me I 
will send it, and should I ever have occasion for your army I shall 
demand your assistance. 

By the favour and goodness of God Abdally is returning by 
continued marches to his own country. We have been in peace 
with the Morattocs these seven years past, and are in strict 
friendship with them. They are very sincere in their contracts 
and will never break their agreement. I have their treaty ratified 
and sealed on their part and they have mine. They will never 
depart from this treaty or ever come this vv'ay ; whoever told 
you that news told you an untruth. My troops continue at Plassy 
and Daodpore, because in the City the inhabitants suffer greatly 
from them. The most of my forces remain without the City. You 
may with great confidence continue to carry on your trade ; none 
will ever make any opposition to it. What I have wrote I will 
stand by, and request you will always consult that when you write 
me. As our business is only tliis to observe punctually whatever we 
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have mutually agreed to, it cannot concern you whether I with- 
dra’w my army or keep my force in the field. You may very safely 
carry on your trade. 


397. Letter from Mr. ITtiZ/s to Colonel Clive, dated 17 May, 1757. 

I have received your several favours of the 5th, loth, and iith ; 
if you approve of the Articles sent and will return them in cypher 
signed and sealed, or if you will send a blank sheet with your seals 
to it, I will get the Articles wrote in Persians here, which will be 
better as I wrote before. Meer Jaffer has sent a blank sheet with 
his seal affixed for his friend to write the Articles on, which he 
shewed me ; when yours arrives there will be no further delay, but 
the means of executing our project will be th(;ught on. Meer Jaffeir 
is determined he will by no means trust Omichund. If I had 
follow’cd the interested councils of the latter, all affairs would 
have been overset, and all confidence in us lost. Contrary to 
Petrus and my advice he went yesterday to the Nabob and told 
him hr had a secret of great importance to communicate to him, 
which if discovered he should lose his life; the Nabob promised 
secrecy, on which he told him the English had sent two gentlemen 
to Ganjam to consult with Bussie, that we had made a peace 
together, and that he was coming here to join us ; by this lye, by 
which he himself aquainted me he had gained the Nabob’s favour, 
who has granted him sl perwannah on the Hurdwan Rajah for the 
paying him 4 laack of rupees which he ow^es him, as also express 
order for the payment of the ready money the Nabob had taken of 
his and for the delivery of the remainder of his goods, he was till 
10 p.m. receiving them; this Jye of his I am apprehensive will 
alarm the Nabob and prevent his withdrawing his army which will 
be very detrimental to our scheme, and for this reason Petrus and 
I advised him positively against this measure when he proposed 
it but self-interest overruled ; we are outwardly great friends and 
it is necessary to appear so. I sent you thirteen oxen many days 

S and sixteen afterwards} ' eighteen more will be despatched 
ay; it is now too late to assist Nuncomar, a Phousdar is 
appointed ; the pretended Mahrattas letter to Drake is all a trick 
of the Nabob’s I am persuaded ; Coja Wazeed desires his respects 
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to you, he is so strictly looked after that he cannot write ; from 
him I have learnt many particulars relating to Omichund, too 
tedious to mention at present but they will astonish you. 

W. Watts. 


398. Letter frow Mr, Collet ('oloncl dated Cosstmbasar, 

17 May 1757 . 7 /-'^- 


SiK, — Thb' you will receive •»; the hund*" m Tay Sing, a man 
arrived hut a few da^ O-orn c.imi-. he will inform you of 

any particulc' . you d* arc to know 

I despatch- d to >ou the. 5th tbirt'H a oxv i , the 9th sixteen and 
to-morrow shall desp«'i^..h e ighteen pio»e. Kuy Duolub and Mier 
Jaffer (‘ontiniie in tiieii l•:^pe(.t i earnp'. as before advised you, 
nothing material siiire except rh< i.-tiir having collected a few 
boats and a quantity of bainb^e ^ is if he designed a bridge, though 
the river when' he is is not t\vo 6 ' 07 dt\ deep. I shall not fail to 
advise you of all their motions; in niy o\mi opinion they will not 
return to quarters, nor proceed forward. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, M. C ollet. 

399. Ll xtruct fro»i u Ictiey froyti C olonel ( live to Select CoJiDtiittcCf 
Fort Williumy dated French Gardens, Chanderna^ore, 18 May, 

^ 757 -“ 

Gentlemen, — Enclosed you will receive the real and fictitious 
articles of Agreement, which you will please to sign ; the Adrniral 
promised me to do the same by the real one, but not the fictitious 
one ; if he makes any scruple send it without and we will sign it 
for him in such manner that Omichund shall not discover it ; you 
will see despatch is necessary by Mr. Watts’s last letter, copy of 
which I now enclose you. There is no alteration made excepting 
leaving it to Mr. Watts’s discretion either to insert 100 or 50 lack 
on account of the Company as he finds Meer Jaffeir’s inclinations, 
and adding another Article which is as follows.® 

Robert Clive. 

* About a cubit or ell. 

> Ome. India. X . loose sheet. Apparently an autograph . 

’ See last article of the treaty. No. 385. 
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400. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Wath, dated French Gardens^ 
Chandernagorc, 19 May^ 1757-^ 

Sir, — I have your last letter including the articles of Agreement. 

I must confess the tenor of them surprized me much. I imme- 
diately repaired to Calcutta, and at a Committee held, both the 
Admirals and Gentlemen agree that Omychiind was the greatest 
villain upon earth, and that he now apf)ears in the strongest light 
what he was always suspected to be, a villain in grain ; however to 
counterplot this scoundrel, and at the same time give him no 
room to suspect our intentions, enclosed you will receive two forms 
of Agreement, the one real and to he strictly kept up to by us, the 
other fictitious; in short, this affair concluded, Omychiind shall 
be treated as he deserves; this you will ac(]uaint Meer Jaffier 
with. As it is for the interest of the ('ompany, and for Calcutta 
in general, that Meer Jaffier may ccuiceive a good opinion of our 
moderation, a blank is left for the Company’s demand, and the 
rest is moderated as you will ol)servi*, and as delays are dangerous 
I am to acquaint }Ou it is determined that there he no alteration 
in the enclosed Articles unless Meer Jaffier thinks them too e.xtrava- 
gant ; in that case they must he rnodi rated. The Committee 
having taken the oath of secrecy upon the Ihhle, have agreed that 
Meer Jaffier’s private engagements be obtained in writing to make 
them (the Committee, in w'hich vou arc included) a present of 
12 lack of rupees, and a jiresent of 40 lacks to the army and navy 
over and above what is stipulated in the Agreement. Having very 
maturely considered the approach of the Rains, and the little pros- 
pect there is of your seeing Meer Jaffier to concert about a plan of 
military operations, the ('ommittee have unanimously agreed to 
send Scrafton to endeavour at getting a private confidence with 
Meer Jaffier. The plan w'e pn^pose pursuing to avoid the Nabob’s 
suspicions is this, I shall write the Nabob a letter, informing him, 
I have sent Scrafton to him on an affair of the utmost conse- 
quence, and therefore I request he will give instant orders to Roy 
Dulub and Meer Jaffier not to detain him a moment ; as soon as 
1^1 arrives he is to acquaint the Nabob with the proposals the 

^ This letter is not dated, but Mr. Watts, in acknowledging receipt, says it is of 
May 19 
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Morattas have made ns. In his way he will pursue the route of 
Meer Jaffier’s camp, where in all probability he will be stopt, till the 
Nabob’s order comes, and by that means may get a personal con- 
ference with Meer Jaffier, when a plan of operations may at once 
be determined on ; howev(T it n,* should not succeed, probably in 
his return he in.iv^ when I :*rn ptTswatii d Lhe Nabob will be induced 
to put moi(; ri nitidenf *■ in n-, bv the inij ert int news we have com- 
municated lu hirii. 1 !esir» that in .!iip ndu will be perswaded 
that there is not the lea, i mten: to take . * ni \'ou any part of the 
reputation * f .ng tliis c».r\iir, Mi. rv : alt on having orders to 

follow your niariK tions: tlic sh(.)i tn* ik. Imieaswell as many 
tether considerations rcqiiin- tha: \\v 1 mu- rliN affair to a speed)i 
Com liision. 

Matter Oinycluind greailx, h *1 hiiii the Admiral, Committee, 
and self are intinitvdy obliir<*d o hmi for che pain.:) he has taken 
to aggrandize the ('onipaiu- iffair *, anA th. it his name will be 
greati-r in Knglaiul than ev 1 1 it w.i/ ii. India. If this can be brought 
to bear to gise him no room for suspicion, we takeoff lo lack from 
the (lemandixl lor himself, anti add 5 percent, upon the whole 
.sum received, which will turn out the same thing. 

I am, Sir, <S:c N:c., Koukkt Cj.ive. 

401 . Letter from the Nuiuab to Colonel Clive, dated .20 May^ 1757- 

Yon are endued with great sense and a mature judgment. 
ContDidcr then \^ithin yourself why unless I desired to see you 
again carry on the Company's trad(? in my Kingdom do I, agre- 
able to your Articles, restore to them all the goods &c. seized in 
their Factorys. Never conjecture that I 'dll retreat from my 
Agreement and renew the war frc»rn an^ insinuations of self- 
interested xnd designing men. Shuffling and insincerity is a most 
shamel'nll st. ni in a soldier, and no less unbecoming is it in men 
of birth and fortune to recede without cause from the contract 
they have made. This how'ever is most certain, till such time ns 
I receive a discharge witnessed by you and the Admiral for such 
Articles of Agreement as I have fulfilled, and while you decline 
carrying on your trade as you agreed to Jo, they will ever be repre- 
senting' things to your prejudice. 
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402. Letter from Mr. to Colonel Clive, dated 20 May, 1757. 

This accompanies a p:ru*annah from the Nabob by which you 
will observe he is determined not to withdraw his army. Omi- 
chund’s lye about Ilussie I am afraid has done us no good. I wait 
with the utmost imjxiticncr for your answer to the proposals sent 
the J^fh. and ihth. For God's sake make haste: you are very 
sensible bow extremely dangerous the least delay may he. 

\V. Watts. 


403. Letter frtnn Ctdoncl ( live to the N au ab, dated 20 May, 1757. 

Mr. Scrafton, the V)earer of this, will communicate some particu- 
lars of great consequence. Kcmemher I tell you once more if you 
do still persist in mistrusting the English yrni must be in secret 
with their enemies, and have not forgiven them what has happened 
at Calcutta and Chandernagore. The miseries they suffered by 
their expulsion from Calcutta no pen ('an (li‘scribt‘, and what they 
did for the recovery of th(‘ir losses is no more than what you your- 
self would have done in the like ca^*. I make this last effort to 
obtain your conhdence and good opinitm, and to convince you it 
is for my interest to asM'^t you against all \our enemies, for with- 
out peace there can be no trade, and without trade the Europeans 
cannot subsist or your dominions flourish. Though you promised 
to withdraw your forces, they still remain in the field ; the con- 
sequences of which are the great merchants of Muxadavad will not 
come down to Calcutta, or trust their money or effects abroad, 
neither dare we trust our money to the aurungs or carry on our 
investment. The navigation of the Ganges is entirely at an end; 
your people seize and make prisoners ever\'body either going up or 
coming down. If you have the trade of your country' at heart, 
consider well of these things, and do not drive the English to the 
sad necessity of believing you are determined to destroy them 
whenever you have an opportunity. 


404. Letter from the Dutch Director and Council, Hugli, to M. Vemet, 
^ dated '20 May, 1757.* 

^We do not know what to think of the Nawab’s fickleness and 
infirmness of purpose in regard to us, an instance of which is again 


^ Vernet I'apers, the Hague. 
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found in your letter of the day before yesterday. The sending of 
strong escorts to your Honour’s counting-house, proportionate to 
the capital they have to convey and to the danger attending the 
journey from here to your pln- c, is nothing new, but has often 
been done before, without tli' • lovermiieut even having objected 
to it, let alone ti'er IujU: .'f u^, whon^fore we hope 

that by mtinuous solu r v .1 • il; contrive to get us relief 

from that Ly^rdep. litn .ua ‘ -it\ kiro l.iw ; they are able to 
make it ^o hot for you, ihai ' ^ ’ m-y’ r > ’ ■ ible to set at naught 
such an iinn-asonabii lu maiui nd in b a quandary we do not 
know what ''ther .nlvice \v‘‘ can /-vc ^ than of two evils to 
choose tin. lcss(‘r. v. liich doc : h- • ev< r, seem to be the 
abandonment of tlv I'p.toiv 'vd!; iij tlii. property of the East 
India ('ompain.'. 

We remain, \r. lVc. 

qo5 Letter from Mi. U (olm.cl CIijc\ dated 21 May, 1757. 

Thi^ accoinpaii\s un'^ one the Nabob, the other 

from MoinloJl. Notwithstandini; what they isscri they owe us 
four lack of rupees on the Cossimbazar Dacca and accounts, 

and six hiik of rupees on the Calcutta account, besides what more 
wc ran ])rove Monickcliund has stole. Jtinclosed is a copy of a 
discharge for the Admirals, you and the C'ominittee to sign. The 
preposterousness of this demand is too apparent for me to say any- 
thing about it. 

406. Letter from the Xa:cab to Colonel Clive, dated 21 May, 1757. 

Ever}'thing taken by me at the different Factories has been de- 
livered to Mr. Watts ; a little only remains which I have set aside 
and reserved till I shall receive a discharge in full. Yet notwith- 
standing this Mr. Watts refuses to give me an acquittance, import- 
ing that lu has received in full everything taken by me. On this 
account I address you, seeing that after Articles have been agreed 
and signed to, and agreeable thereto I have returned all the money 
and goods, the refusing to give me an acquittance is contrary to 
the rules and practice of trade. Till such time as this arrives, and 
the Company’s business goes on as formerly, how can I rely on 
the treaty, or trust in your friendship ? Be judge of this yourself 
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and send me speedily a discharge in full under the Company’s seal 
and the seals of the Council, attested by you and the Admiral. By 
this I shall perceive your intentions are sincere and your friendship 
well rooted. 

407. Letter from Ro<fer Drake, Junior, to Colonel Clive, dated 
Calcutta, 21 May, 1757. 

Sir, — Your letter to the Committee, where you mention I had 
wrote Mr. Watts that Kisscnchand had power to treat, gave me 
much astonishment, and in such points you should be more careful 
in transcribing the Cypher, as such an (Tror, if I was not able to 
prove the contrary might prejudice me greatly. If you will again 
look at Watts’ Cypher you will find it is Scrafton he has mentioned 
instead of Kisscnchand : therefore I (Uniht not hut you will rectify 
your mistake in a letter to the Committee. 

I am, <S:c. &c., Kogkk I)i<\kl, Ji niok. 

408. Letter from Mr, Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 23 May, 1757. 

The Nabob wrote some time ago to Sujait Dowlah, Nabob of 
Owd, to request his assistance against us; accordingly a consider- 
able person is arrived from him to settle the terms of agreement, 
when his army which is at Klihass under the command of 
Mahomed Kuli Cawn will marc h down. This news is to he 
depended on. 

The Nabob has wrote to I 3 ussi and promised him 20 lack of 
rupees in case he would come to his assistance, from whom he has 
lately received this answer that his business in C^olconda detains 
him there, that he is no servant of the b'rench Company’s, and 
cannot come. On this the Nabob wrote to Mr. Laws (whose forces 
are in the Nabob’s pay at 10,000 rupees per month) directing him 
to stay w'here he is and prepare to return upon the first advices. 
These two last pieces of intelligence 1 had from Coja Wazeed 
who has promised to get me a copy of the Nabob’s letter to 
Mr. Laws. 

ll^eir Jafifeir is uneasy and anxious to the last degree at not hear- 
ing whether his proposals are accepted of or not. His family will 
leave Muxadavad in a day or two to join him. I am sure he is to 
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be depended upon and has no treacherous views. If you have any 
confidence or repose any trust in me I earnestly request you will 
engage in no new scheme concerning this contract without advising 
me, as it may he reasonably supposed by being on the spot I must 
be better acquainted with th' tempers nf these people, whether 
such scheiiiu inav bo c.uTu*ii uito eir« and the properest means 
of goinj^ Lb<<iil 11, for at ibis i nlio.tj • n« luio c>ne false step may 
overst t onr wbole 

Since writing ihe al' o o f • e r - nrs oi the 19th, with 

the Article-, which I havo nc f *t h.ul >[),»ortiinity of shewing 
to Meir ja i. ir's i ■ >iiiidant. \V'« J! i.-.h r deceive Omichund 
as you nienlion, or pictend tt h v •n- • l the scheme antf leave 
him ontirelv ()Ut :li<- si i.Tt'i \v Im n- vi.r on consultation we 
n. !i;c the most s-iif. I .-jiinll cu* \\ .n .. . now as soon as possible, 

riiis enclosc.s CMp\ of a Icit. r a ‘n ■ (oni« bund sent to Nuncomar 
to l)c Manscribed iair a« 1 - . t as wi.tic by him to the Nabob. 
'I'Iksc means Omictiuiul t 1 «• ti^ the 20,000 gold mohurs for the 
apidying for \Nhich he lias i>elore got Kungeet Roy disgraced. I 
only .send you tins to let you furtiter into the rnture of the man. 


409. Letter fro)n Mr, Scru/tun /•» ('olonel ('liir, dated 25 May, 1757. 

It is with much ('oncern that I acquaint you that after having 
got within a few’ miles of Meir Jaffeir's camp I was stopped by a 
guard of harcarrahs and obliged by them to turn to Plassey. I 
arrived here the night before last and this morning had audience 
of the Nabob. The effect thc.se letters have produced is quite 
different from what was expected; the answer lie made to them was 
that he would immediately order Meir Jalfeir in, and, as soon as 
you had wrote to him tliat you would use no treachery tow^ards 
him, he would w'ithdraw^ his army under Roydulub and he has 
wroti to all iiis commanders in the different countrys to be on their 
guard against the .Marrattoes. To counlerpdot this scheme of his 
to withdraw^ Meir jaffeir only, which would be very bad for us, 
Mr. Watts proposes sending to him by no means to come, and I 
propose to get my letters from the Nabob for you to-morrow night, 
[see] Meir Jaffeir the next night, settle everything, carry down the 
papers, and Mr. Watts is content for his own safety to fling him- 
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self into Meir Jaflfeir’s camp. I hope the whole will be wound up 
within five days, for by that time Cassell’s party which left 
Cossimbuzar to-day will have got out of danger. 


410. lixtract from a letter from Colonel Clive to the Xau'ah, dated 

25 May, 1757. 

I cannot help reminding Your Excellency that though the Puniah 
is long since over, I do not find that any measures have been 
taken for putting us in possession of the thirty-eight villages, nor 
do I hear that Mr. Laws is far advanced on his route to the 
Caramnassar. Your Exc ellency will give the English an effectual 
proof of the sincerity of your friendship by fulfilling these points 
of your j)romise. 


41 1. Letter from the Xaicah to C(d<mcl Choc, dated 27 May, 1757. 

I am now well assured, and it appears jilainly to me from what 
Mr. Scrafton has told me, that mischievous people have hitherto 
been endeavouring to set us at variance, yet neither of us have 
deviated from our Agreement. On this consideration 1 have wrote 
express to our brother, the redoubta!)le Rajah Duliimbram, to 
the redoubtable Meer Mahmud jaffeir Khan, and to Meer Muddun 
to return hither with their armies as soon as pcissible. They 
will accordingly speedily be with me. It becomes you on your 
part to act agreable to our treaty, to endeavour that there may 
not be the smallest deviation from it, and that (^ur friendship 
may encrease. With confidence aLso go on with the Company's 
business so that the merchants as well as the poor may be benefited 
thereby. 


412. Extracts from a letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, 
dated 29 May, 1757. 

I have just received your, favour of yesterday's date^ . . . and 
Jiyou desire two hundred seamen I will use my best endeavour to 

^ Clive asked for 100 sailors to accompany him on his march, and 200 to garrison 
Chandemagore. 
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collect such a number ... but I must desire that those who 
accompany you on your march may not be made use of as cooleys, 
for I have too much reason to fear it would occasion a mutiny 
among the seamen, who made great complaints at the fatigue 
they underwent when they nvTched thn^ugh the Nabob’s camp, 
... I do not think your lett' rs rarr\ iliemnst promising appear- 
ance of ; you i .inn >1 thon'loit’ ^ too cautious to prevent a 

false stf*p being taken. hcc i nighl very fatal consequence 

to our aff. irs.^ 

41^. Exirnil /'/<.;« / W Wilh.im I iif'L •''>>/' tUdtinns, May, 1757. 

Yesterday we icreived a ktt: r sTo- . ihe gcntlemien at Cossim- 
hn;!ar dated ^7tli msirnit ix\\ r 4 * tiieir having dispatched 

Iwii'utenant CasM‘l;i on tfi* j ph .' ith iiJ tiieir military &c. &c. 

41 }. Lxirjcts frofii <i IfUti f om nd CY?' ’ io Admiral Watson^ 
date i j-; -V. 1757- 

I have U‘(eivc<l your favour and am gn. ally obliged to you for 
your jiromisc nf a'^sistIng u*^ with two hundred seamen : you may 
be pcrswad(jd nothing shall he requested of them but fighting our 
artillery or making use of their small arms as occasion may require ; 
nothing but nit er necessity obliged us to make use of them before 
in the manner you mention, which is now entirely removed by the 
number of draught bullocks we are in possession . f. . . . 

-t'- t • ^ ^1^ 

We have discovered a great scene of villany amongst several of 
the military. It seems a boat lias constantly come in the night 
time from Chinchura to receive stolen goods, and at last one 
Trenchard was catched in the fact of stealing a small cohorn. 
One had been missing before and a small brass field-piece. A 
General Court Martial has sentenced two of them to be hanged, 
which is to be put in execution on Friday morning. One belongs 
to the King’s, and other to the Company. 

^ The same evening Admiral Watson wrote to Clive that all he could do was to 
send men to garrison Chandernagore ; but from a letter from Clive, dated Juno lo, 
it appears Admiral Watson changed his mind, aad gave him at least fifty sailors 
to accompany his army 
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415. Letter from Mr, Scrafton to Colonel Clive, dated 31 May, 1757. 

A variety of unexpected circumstances have detained me here 
till now. I saw I) this morning, his confident sets out with the 
Articles to-murrow. Nothing can detain us a moment after his 
arrival. B is along with me. 

(N.B, — D, ts Mcir Jaffeir, and B, Omichnnd.) 

416. Letter from Mr. ITj/Zn to Colonel Clive, dated 31 May, 1757. 

This encloses a note from Meer Jafft ir which Mr. Scrafton was 
to have carried with him. Mir/a Omarheg is gone from me. He 
promises to get the Artie les drawn out and signed to-night or to- 
morrow at furthest, and he will carry them down to you the day 
after. The reason of the delay in getting the .Articles is Roydoo- 
lub’s not being arrived. He commands a large part of the army 
and is closely connected with Meir Jaffeir, who does not chuse to 
finish so im.portant an affair without consulting the former, lest he 
should take umbrage at it ; though I am persuaded Omichund will 
invent a thousand lies to endeavour to alarm your fears and sus- 
picions. 

417. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Watts, dated French Gardens, 

1 June, 1757. 

By a letter 1 have received from Mr. Cassels I hear thiit you 
intend coming away in a boat. 1 hope there has been nothing 
done that makes you fear Meer Jalfier will prove treacherous. 

418. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Watts, dated French Gardens, 

2junc,iys7. 

Having settled a plan of operations and the Articles being sent 
to me by Mirza Omar Bey, you wall please to aw'ail my appointing 
the time for you to secure yourself and the gentlemen of Cossim- 
buzar. Mr. Scrafton is just arrived. 

Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 3 June, 1757 * 

Our scheme with Meer Jaffeir is overset, and there is reason to 
believe that Omichund’s four hours' visit to Roydulub at Plassy 
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has been the cause of it ; the latter arrived at five yesterday, when 
Meer Jaffeir sent Mirza Omar Beg to him with the Articles, on the 
perusal of w^hich he agreed to several of them, but made an objec- 
tion to the money stipulated, saying there was but a small sum in 
the Treasury, and if that should be plundered where should he and 
Meer Jaffeir be able to raise '^u«"h a sum as two crorcs and a half in 
a montl?’^ time . m lien tli<'ie^f ht* p.np'jst^d ,';ivin;^ us half of what 
might conic ii'io hi^' ' ui \fei r JaffiMi V '^sion after the Nabob’s 
death. I have sent t<’ hmi o kn^'w* b ind Meer [affeir will 

sign and "r.al such .1 r.uiti'a- r i\ ■. ith the rest of the 

Articles in - ted send tbt ip <1 "\n b. ?dirza Omar Beg for 
your appro\ai. poiposal oi K* ^ much the sa?ne as 

wliat was made mp i^om.- timr ,>y OmiJiuiifi ; therefore if 
\ oil'll -’triitly ♦ uuti 1 lU... ^uie \ ..1 \vill rind it a concerted 

bet\\»‘cn liim .iiui KoMlu'-jh If it is and Roydulub expects 
a rommisMon on whiit h(‘ ’u.o .:et for or such a proportion of 
oui part, I think it iiu'v W ercatlv ndvant’agcous for the Company 
aii(] public tc» coinpiv, lor h' all accounts the Nabob is worth forty 
cron's. Mc(‘r jaffcir appears only a tool in the hands of Roydulub, 
therefore if wc ('an agree with the lattt^r all affairs may yet end 
well. I do not find Meer Jaffeir has so ur.iny Jcniuiars on his side 
as he boasted of. He will be turned out and Coja Haddy made 
Buxey to-morrow. We can expect no rnoic assistance than that 
they will stand neuter, and wait the event of a battle. If we are 
successful they will reap the ben lit, if otherwise they will continue 
as they were without aj)pcaring to have been concerned with us ; if 
you think you are strong en »ugh I am of o})inion we had better 
depend on ourselves, and enier into no contract or have any 
connection with such a set of shuftling, lying, spiritless wretches. 
Whenever you are determined I am ready for a run. I shall write 
you again in a few hours; therefore request you’ll come to no 
resolution tiil you hear from me again. 

W. Watts. 


420. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 4 June, 1757. 

I proposed making my escape on horseback with the rest of the 
gentlemen to Nudea, which was my reason for desiring Mr. Cassels 
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to wait there to escort us down from thence. I am under no 
apprehensions of treachery. I left it to Meer Jaffeir and Roydulub’s 
opinion either to give us half of what they might get, or stand to 
the old agreement ; they have chose the latter, and give me the 
strictest assurances of getting the contract to-morrow morning, 
when if there should be no more delay (as there is no such thing 
as hurrying these people) I shall swear Meer Jaffier to them and 
despatch Mirza Omar Heg with the utmost expedition. Roydulub 
says he has engaged Meer Murdan. I have received yours of the 
2nd. The army is all withdrawn and the road is now clear ; 
therefore for God’s sake send for me down the moment you receive 
the Articles, suspense being the greatest of torments. Before 1 
received yours I proposed setting out the day after Mirza 
Omar Beg. 

421. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. dated French Gardens, 

5 June, 1757. 

You assured Mr. Scrafton, that Omychund once gone, you had 
no further obstacle to a conclusion, then why this delay ? Surely 
you are deceived by those you employ, or you have been deceiving 
me, and all your aim was to get away Omychund. The affair is 
now publickly talked of, and if it does not take place within a short 
time after the receipt of this, I will set it aside, being determined 
not to undertake it in the Rains. 

422. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 5 June, 1757. 

The Articles are wrote and sealed- to by Meer Jaffier. I will 
endeavour to see and swear him to them in the evening, and like- 
wise to get from him a plan of operations, or at least know how 
far we may depend on his assistance in the day of battle. 

423. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Watts, dated French Gardens^ 
Chandernagore, 5 June, 1757. 

4||Bir, — T hough I have not seen the Committee I will venture to 
judge their opinion will be mine, which is that I find you have 
been duped throughout the whole. You have now no more to do 
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than to get the Articles back again which you have been so im- 
prudent as |h> trust in their hands, for I will not embark in any' 
undertaking with such a sett of cowardly rascals. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 

424. Letter from Mrl Watts to Colonel Clive, dated 6 June, 1757, 

9 ajn. 

I went last night in a close dooly^ to see Meer Jaffeir, when he 
signed to the Articles sent by yc* !, and swore upon the Koran and 
his son’s head to keep lirni to tiic Agreement made between him 
and the Company. Mirza Omar Bog will set out with them 
to-morrow morning. Regarding tlie uperaiions of war Meer Jaffeir 
can form no farther resolution at piesent than that if the Nabob 
took the field and Meer jaffeir was in tiu' van he would on your 
approach beat his drum, shew his colourfe, march off and join 
you to the right ; if placed t»ii cilhe.r of the wings he will then 
endeavour to secure +he Nal>»)b; it k) the rear the same, which- 
when performed the signal will be a white Hag; if the Nabob 
should keep the city he will then endeavour to seize him on our 
army’s approach. Will not Mirza Omar Beg’s arrival with you 
(which cannot be kept secret) alarm the Nabob, and make our 
escape more difficult ? I should therefore think it adviseable for us 
to follow him soon. I only wait your orders. 

W. Watts. 

425. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr, Watts, dated Frejich Gardens, 
Chandcrnagorc, 6 June, 1757. 

Sir, — I have received your two letters, one of the 3rd (as I 
imagine, for it is without date) and the other of the 4th. The 
first you may conclude gave me no small uneasiness, which I 
must confess is not well removed by the latter. The Articles you* 
say are agreed to, and will be dispatched to me; but am I to 
be joined in the enterprise, and how, and wben» and by whom ? 
Be assured till I am well satisfied in these points, I will not stir a 
step. Mr. Scrafton went up with the view particularljr of settlmg 
the plan of operations, but was baffled by one means or other of a 
1 A primitive kind of palanquin. 
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thorough conference with Meet Jaifeir on the subject. He is dis- 
missed you tell me from his employ as Buxey. I cannot help sus- 
pecting some discovery has been made by the Nabob, and that 
Roy Dulub is treacherous towards Meer Jaffeir and us. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c., Roiu.kt Clive. 

426. Letter from Mr. Wittts to Colonel Clive , dated 6 June, 1757, 

6 p.m. {received 8 June). 

Rungect Roy informs me that Juggatseat has secured Luttee, 
who will act in conjunction with Mcer Jaffeir. Roydulub has 
confessed that Omichund has been tampering with him and told 
him that if w^e were once permitted to march this way, wt; should 
not quit Muxadavad these three years : in short no devices has 
that cunning serpent left unessayed to mar our affairs, because he 
has not had the management of them himself. Permit me to 
request expedition or (lazoody Cawn' and the King's son, who 
are expected here in two months, will endanger our schemes not 
being carried into effect. I think we may depend on the sincerity 
of Meer Jaffeir. If we listen to Omichund w^e shall lose a sub- 
stance by grasping at a shadow. We wait w'ith impatit*ncc for your 
permission to come away. There is no other means of t‘scaping 
but by horse. W. Watts. 

427. Letter from M). Watts to Cohmel Clive, dated 7 June, 1757. 

{Received 10 June.) 

Mirza Aumee Reg went away this morning with the Articles. 
I only wait for advices from you to proceed dow'n with the gentle- 
men of the Factory. We have no other method of escaping but 
on horseback. Our scheme, I hear, is publickly known in Calcutta, 
therefore must be soon discovered here, the consequences of which 
must be our destruction. I therefore most earnestly request you 
will send us orders to come away immediately. Write duplicates 
for fear of miscarriage. 

{Enclosed in above,) 

Tlw encloses the Articles of Agreement, as also the separate 
Arties for the army, navy, and Committee. It will be delivered 


* The Waxir of the Mogul 
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by Mirza Aumee Beg, in whom Meer Jaffier places the greatest 
confidence. You will please to treat him civilly and take care to 
provide a house for his family. 1 recommend him particularly to 
your protection. He seems in have sense and spirit, and I hope 
you will find him very useful If he should want money or any 
assistance, you will be so kind as to supply him and keep his 
secret if possible. 

42S. Letter fyuui M, . . Cihimci ilalcd S June, 1737. 

This morning I n CL-ived nojt'-. of ttu ^th. The Articles went 
away by Mu /a Omar Hcg yesterila\ 'uo;-{,.ng. 

Omichund’s vis.t of four hoiiis to Roydiilul) at Plassy occasioned 
a delay of t\\o d'\s in getiir"^ the \rticles. 1 have not been 
deceived and liavc more honoiii ind ;n inirosity of temper than to 
deceive any man. I hope \ou will now be convinced that you 
have been toohastv in \our suspicicas of me. I wish Omichund’s 
insinuations and addressL'^ inuy noV have prejudiced me in your 
favour. 

We all wait with impatience for your j)ermission to come aw'ay. 

\V. Watts. 

4i(j. Letter frthii Mr. <<) Colonel Clive, dated S Junfi, 1757. 

I have not l)eeii duped as you must know by this time and be 
convinced Oinichund has been the occasion of the delay. As a 
further proof I enclose you copy and translate of a letter from him 
to Petrus.* Please to send for Petrus’s brother and ask him upon 
oath if Omichund did not dictate and he write such a letter to his 
brother. If this will not satisfy you and Omichund's address has 
more weight than my proofs, 1 will send you the original letter 
with his own signing. Let me beg of you to comply with this 
request not to divulge what I have inclosed or wrote you to 
Omichund till I am in a place of security, as he is implacable in his 
resentments and may be induced to discover everything by writing 
up here in order to sacrifice Petrus and me to his resentment. 
The Nabob and Meer Jaffeir are at open variance and it’s appre- 
hended troubles between them will soon ensue. The latter is 
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supported by Laittee, Roydullub, Jaggatseat and others, but of 
this I shall write you more certainly in the evening. 

W. Watts. 

430. Letter from M. Lau' to Fuckerooiajuh, [('oja IVajid] 20th of the 
Moon Sliaviin^ (8 1757). 

I have received a pcr:i\inniih from the Nabob to the following 
eft'ect : ‘ That the English are again meditating some treachery 
against me: wherever this may liiul yon, you are to return from 
thence.* I am arrived at Bogghpore at a great expense, wherefore 
I cannot move at present but send my deputy. Monsieur Sinfray, 
that he may write me the reason of my being called, and then I 
will go there. As you always show me great favour therefore I 
write to you to desire you will let me know the cause of the 
rupture between the Nabob and the English, and what has the 
Nabob sent to me for. I ho})e you will oblige me in answering 
these particulars. Monsieur Sinfray is going there. If you have 
any orders for him send for him, and acquaint him with them, and 
you ^^ill oblige me. 

4JI. Letter from Mir:m Soli'* to I' iickcrootajah? 

I have received a pemannah from the Nabob to the following 
effect : ‘ That the distinguished (T the Empire, the sword of riches, 
the victorious in war, Monsieur Bussy is coming to assist 
Monsieur Renault the Governor of Chandernagore ; that I am 
not to oppose the passage of Monsieur Hussy’s forces, that I must 
g<.) to meet him, and shew him respect and send him your way.’ 
As yet I hear notliing of his coming this way, but agreeable to the 
Nabob’s order I have wrote to all {\\t jemadars j amend ars on 
that side the country, that if Monsieur Bussy should march this 
way not to impede their coming, and to give me immediate advice 
of his coming that I may go to meet him, court his friendship, and 
send him that way. 

^ Made over to Clive by Coja Waji(},‘e\idently a translation from the French or 
rei4>i 

Nawab of Cuttack 


" Made over to Clive 
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432 . Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive^ dated 9 June, 1757 . 

Affairs here are very near come to a conclusion. Meet Jaffier 
is turned out of the Nabob’s service. Threatening messages con- 
tinually pass between them. The former held consultation last 
night with some of his i.'mtdnys, wher .in if wa.s agreed either to 
take tl^ h(‘i«i and wait vv)‘ir comiii;. or surround the Nabob. 
To-night they wid d. lerniii which *1 chest- mea.sures they are to 
pursue. On the othi i side hetir tin N^dob is ready to fall on 
Met.T Jaffit r. \Vh^ t^.Lf we ;» :• rferc (‘i lOt it appears affairs will 
be decideci a few 'lays by the dt^strnrtw* ' -^f one of the parties. 

433. Letter from CoUmrl Ciire *0 -1 imini' Watson, dated French 

(jLiiWcn^, ( 'handci Uti^L^on' in June, 1757. 

SiK, — I stmd you the li;tt«-rs t-jm Mr. Watts by which 

you will observe everything 1.- roncliided. I expect Mirza Omar 
Heg with the Artirles tb e\cpji>g and propose beginning our 
inarch c'arly on Monday morning. I shall therefore be obliged to 
you if you will send tht‘ 100 sailors -those w’ho are to march 
with um— some time on Sunday evening. I have desired Major 
Killpatrick to w'ait on you and acquaint you wdth further* 
particulars. 

If you can si)are the twenty-gun ship to lay off Hughly she will 
aw'(; the Phousdar of Hughly greatly, and prevent his stopping our 
communication by water. 

I have, &c. cS:c., Roi 5 EUT Glive. 

434. Letter from Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, dated ii Jn 7 ic, 1757. 

If w^e can get aw’ay w'e are under a necessity of setting out 
to-morrow evening at farthest. Motramul has wrote the Nabob 
we and Moer jaffeir are joined together; this the Nabob declared 
before Koiebullub, who sent for my haniati and told him of it and 
advised us to decamp immediately; th’s likewise does Mcer Jaffeir 
and all that are in the secret. Let me advise you to march 
immediately, as the least delay now^ may ruin our affairs. When 
we are gone Meer Jaffeir proposes publishing by beat of drum 
that the English are joined to him. 1 am informed he daily 

increases in strength. W. Watts. 

46 — 2 
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435. Letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. WattSy dated French 
Gardens^ ii June, 1757. 

If no accident has happened to Meer Jaflier and you judge we 
may safely proceed in our scheme, set out immediately on the 
receipt of this. I march Monday morning. I heartily wish you 
well down. 

436. Letter from Mr, U'atts to Colonel Clive, dated ii June, 1757. 

I have this moment received yours of the loth. Meer Jaffeir 
and the Nabob continue uith their forces armed night and day. 
Roydullub is faithful. Many jemidars have sworn to join Meer 
Jaffeir in case of an attack. Upon its appearing that you favour 
Meer Jaffeir's cause, I imagine the Nabob will be deserted by 
most of his people, and you wall have little else to do than the 
trouble of a march. As w'e hourly run the risque of a discovery, 
and of course being then at least made prisoners, and as there is no 
depending upon the arrival of cossids, your last being three days in 
the w’ay, if 1 do not hear from you to-morrow' I am determined 
to set out the next day. We are already suspected of wanting to 
run aw'ay; this the w'hole town talk of. Meer Jaffeir has sent to 
me [to] get away as soon as possible. 

437. Omichiind's letter to Petrus, 

Omichund’s compliments to Petrus. There's letters gone for 
Mr. Watts to forbid his coming down till permission is given 
from hence. You and I are one ; let us consider w hat is for our owm 
interest, and act so as to make it pass that we have had the whole 
management of this affair. If our friend is not set out keep him 
a few days ; affairs are not yet settled here ; hereafter 1 will write 
you the particulars. Yon have a good understanding, therefore 
there’s no occasion to write you much. Our success depends upon 
each other. All my hopes are in you. W. Watts. 

438. Letter from Colonel Clive to Sheikh Amir Ullaf dated 
12 Jmhc, 1757. 

■pj[m now marching to Muxadavad in order to see the Articles 
of the treaty complied with, which have been long delayed. 

* Faujilar of Hugli. 
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Keep yourself quiet in Hugly and nobody shall molest you, but 
if you make the least [movement] depend on it I will send people 
to destroy your town, l^ehave as a friend to the English and you 
will find them such to you. Do not you interfere, but wait the 
event, whcthi'i* our differencr > with the Nabob are to be settled in 
an amicable manner or by a battle. 

4^9. Letter Jrovi ^ kcikii \niiy-ulLi to I'chmel Clive, dated 

ij jmic, 1757 . 

Your lettrr in h you wiite me thai the Nabob delaying the ‘ 
execution ot the tiL'at\. you are uv^rciim;: 10 Muxadavad, and that 
I should not leave Hiij?hiy, 1 have nMci\ed and am acquainted 
with th(‘. particiil.Lis. While t w.isncar the Nabob I saw nothing 
but what besp<ike the.* most irier»«Il\ intention towaids the English, 
and earne.st desire to the treaty with the English, and it is 

only the great importance «»f tiu^ arfairs that has occasioned the 
dela}. It is not propci th.ii <>n t 7 ie misrej^resentation of bad men, 
you should take ^u('h an immediate resolution to march to Muxa- 
davad. As soon as your letter arrived I despatched it to the 
Nabob by express cosdds. By the blessing of God you will soon^ 
have an answer. Delay your march till you have an answer from 
the Presence. I am here for the Nabob’s business agreeable to 
his orders. The Nabob w hen he sent me here ordered me to do 
nothing to dissatisfy you. Whatever you ordei I am ready to 
obey. 

440. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Nawah, 13 June, 1757 . 

It was in consideration of the fame of your great character as 
being the greatest Prince, the greatest Nabob, and the greatest 
soldier in the Hindostan Empire, that I was induced to enter into 
a Treaty Peace with you in hopes the Company’s business 
would increase and flourish ; and therefore it was I passed by the 
loss of many crorcs taken in the plunder of Calcutta, and was 
satisfied with what you agreed to restore me. The event has been 
that I find you have not been true to your treaty. It has given 
me great vexation that having had a thing of so great consequence 
in your power as is our friendship that you should have neglected 
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it, and not have known the true value of it. It was agreed between 
us that your enemies should be mine and mine yours. When 
Your Excellency called n^c to your assistance against the Patans, 
I swear before God that it was my firm intention to assist you 
with my whole force, and that I esteemed it the greatest happiness 
to have such an opportunity of testifying my friendship for you, 
whereas Your Excellency chos(‘ your friends from among my 
enemies as evidently appears from this, that we have certain 
knowledge from Decan of the letters you have wrote to our enemy 
Monsieur Bowsic. I refer you to the copies of your own letters. 
If you do not chuse to shew me your copies, I will wait on [you] 
with those I have. You often have assured me that you had sent 
Monsieur Law and his peo})le out of your roimtry over the Carum- 
nassar, whereas thtw are still by your orders at Bogghpore, and 
they receive a monthly allowance of io,ooi; rupees ; as an instance 
of which they received a bill on the Seats* house at Rajamaul for 
10,000 and continue to receive the same montlily. What you 
have wrote to him and his answer 1 am well accpiainted wath. 
You have discouraged the ('oiiipany’s business beyond what I am 
able to express, but I wall only touch on a few particulars. Pour 
'months are elapsed since the treaty, and many times that you 
have fixed on for the full execution of the treaty passed by, yet 
very little advance is made towards fulfilling it. Of the great 
sums paid into your Treasury taken at ( alcutta y<ju do not 
consent to pay me above a fifth part, and yet expect I should send 
you a full discharge. You promised to pay a further sum of gold 
mohurs, even desired a receipt as if you intended to pay it imme- 
diately, and as a further proof you ordered Juggut Seat to pay the 
sum intended in silver. It was then deferred till the ships were 
gone. The papers relating to these things Omichund now' has, 
and now you deny the w'hole, and Omichund is sent down under 
pretence of having deceived us in the whole affair, and that you 
never made any such promise. It is not the money that gives me 
concern but to see you so often deviate from your word. You 
well^know^ what mistrust yotr have shewn the English and the 
tro*es you have given them. You have accused us of sending 
to Cossimbuzar quantities of ammunition, of having a large 
force concealed there with some treacherous design, and [even 
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threatened] if we did not comply with having our Factory 
examined, you would immediately break the Peace. The English 
have been ill-used in their passage to CoSsimbuzar, and even stopt 
and forbid going there. You have shamefully driven our vaqueel 
from your prec.ence. How » an I boar the weight of so many 
injuries: It thirofut; tlic* sentiments of all who have the 

charge of tlie CorTij^aiiy’^ affah's tliai I go to Cossimbuzar, put 
our disputes to arbit'.U' jn 1 lore Jug^i^uc Srat, Rajah Mohun Lai, 
Meer Jafltir Khan, K.oah Kf*. Diilub, Murdun and the rest 
of your grKii oid if u iiali app* ir that I have deviated 

from the til :v I hjiul myself t. give !|* ■ I nn demands. But if 
it should appear Your Fxecii ik ^ h:i< tiuviated from it, I shall 
demand satisfac llci f r all -...i and all the charges of the 

na\y and ainiy. 'Tl'c Rams h"!ng liadv mcrcasing, and it taking 
a great deal of time to re<a ''L yoiir answer, I the-ref'^re find it 
necessary to wail on y(iii i' h.k diately, and if you will place confi- 
dence in me* no liarm sh.iii < Dine fp^m it. 1 represent this to you 
as a friend. \r[ a-, you jdease*. 

441. Letter from Colonel Clive to Sheikh Amr-nlla, dated 
ij/zo/r, 1757. 

I have received your answer to rny letter, but I do not find it r.o 
clear and express as I expected, therefore I write you again that I 
send a ship to Hiighly. If you oppose the pas.', age of our boats 
or supplies coming to us, or commit any other hostilities I shall 
destroy Hughly. It is necessary that you should give me a clear 
answer to my letter of yesterday that I may act accordingly. 

44J. Letter from Sheikh Amr-ulla to CoUoiA ClivCy dated 
13 June, 1757. 

I have lectiivcd your answer to my letter. You write that you 
have sent a ship to Hughly, that if I commit any hostilities the 
city will suffer for it, and that 1 should write a plain answer to 
your letter. I am, conformable to the Nabob’s orders, to comply 
with what you please to direct. I do not offer to oppose the 
passage of your ships or boats, nor to appear as an enemy in any 
respect, but am always ready to appear as a friend. I am here on 
the Nabob’s account. I gave a particular answer to your letter 
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)'esterday, and I now repeat in that I shall not stir from hence, 
nor oppose the passage of your boats or people. 

443. Letter from the Dutch Director and Council ^ Ilugli, to A/. Vernet, 

dated i^June, 1757.^ 

In reply to your secret letter of the ist instant, we look forward 
with impatience to a favourable result in respect to the negocia- 
tions with the Nabob, the more so now the army of the English is 
already marching on Muxadabad, and having this morning passed 
our settlement both on water and on land, it has become high 
time for us to reckon with the fact that if you have not yet suc- 
ceeded in this matter according to your desire, nothing w'hatever 
is likely to come of all the negociations. 

We recommend you to on your guard, as the luiglish are 
approaching, and remain, after friendly greetings, (Sic., ^ic. 

444. Mr, Sykes's Acc*nint of hts liscape from Maudipoor in company 

with Mr, H fj/Zs Junc^ i 757 -“ 

The plan of operations against the tyrant Suraja Dow'la whom 
it was resolved to de]U)se, being now complete, it became neces- 
‘sary for Messrs. Watts, Collet and Sykes, the Chief, Second and 
Third of Cossimbuzar factory to think of providing for their safety; 
the other servants of the Factory had been called down sometime 
before on various pretences, but it w^as thought proper that these 
three gentlemen should continue to the last, both for the sake of 
lulling the Nabob’s suspicions and also to assist in promoting the 
great w'ork then in agitation. In what manner they were to 
escape was yet undetermined. They called a Council to deliberate 
thereon, when Mr. Watts proposed fleeing to the camp of Meir 
Jaflfeir at Jellinghee as the most advisable measure; Mr. Collet 
persuaded their taking refuge wuth the Dutch ; but Mr. Sykes 
differed in opinion from both. Being convinced that a retreat to 
Meir Jaffeir would immediately bring to light their secret negotia- 
tions with that commander and consequently ruin both him and 
th^^elves, and no less sensible how utterly unable the Dutch 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

Enclosed in a letter, dated Mootajeel, 25 March, 1767; endorsed, as received 
per Albany, 28 September, 1767. 
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were to afford them any protection against so powerful an adversary 
as the Nabob, he advised the purchasing of horses and proceeding 
in the best manner they were able to join Lord Clive then on his 
march upwards. This proposal, though not without its difficulties, 
prevailing, five horses were accordingly bought, and Mr. Watts 
waited on the N«bf>b to (jbtain his leav*' t(j hunt on the plains of 
Moidipore, which w^as a diversion u.sual witli these gentlemen. 

In the evening they si.t out from the co in try seat, attended by 
a Moguf servant, a ft‘\\ peons, and their jic} hounds, having pre- 
viously left direct f>Ti - with their ^ervan: ^ to provide a supper, 
telling them they slionlJ return nncl cit.rtrin the Dutch that 
evening. It was dark I'^cforc they a»riv'.cl at Daudpoor though 
they travelled with all possibL < ^pe^htio^i. On the plain near 
that place was encamped Koxduhib, ,in f)fficer of the Nabob’s, 
with a very large force. they were exposed to imminent 

danger, falling unawares or. the outposted guards, but the dark- 
ness of the night I'uouied tlu-ii escape. Hy striking off into the 
plain and taking a circuit of the whoL camp the/ regained the 
road and arrived about one oVIiKk in the morning at Augurdeep, 
where a sci’ond misfortune threatened their destruction. They 
unexpectedly found themselves in the midst of a body of horse, 
which had been stationed iIktc to prevent the passing or repass- 
ihg dow'Ti or up the country of any l£uropi‘ans. The first notice 
they had of this danger was the neighing and kicking of the 
horses about : their riders luckily w<*re asleep. At this place they 
quitted their horses, and embarking on two open boats w'hich 
they had the good fortune to seize, proceeded dowm the river. 

, Next day about three in the afternoon they met Lord Clive at 
Changdack w'hich is near ninety-five miles.from Cossimbuzar. It 
is remarkable that the purpose of the English and also the march 
of Lord Cli\e, with many other particulars, were known and talked 
of publicly at the city before the departure of these gentlemen. 

445. Letter from the Nawab^ to Admiral Watson, dated 2 ^ih of 
Ramazan (13 June), 1757. 

According to my promises and the agreement made between us, 

I have duly rendered everything to Mr. Watts, except a very small 

1 His last letter to the Admiral. — Ives. 
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remainder, and had almost settled Monickchund’s affair. Not- 
withstanding all this, Mr. Watts and the rest of the Council of 
the Factor}’ at Cossimbuzar, under pretence of going to take the air 
in their Gardens, fled away in the night. This is an evident mark of 
deceit, and of an intention to break the treaty. I am convinced 
it could not have hap{)ened without your knowledge, nor without 
your advice. I all along expected something of this kind, and for 
that reason I would not recall my forces from Plassey, expecting 
some treachery. 

I praise God that the breach of the treat}’ has not been on my 
part. God and 41 is Prophet have been witnesses to the con- 
tract made between us, and whoever first deviates from it will 
bring upon themselves the punishment due to their actions. 

446. Letter from Mr. Vcrnct lUid Council^ Cussimhazar, to 
Mr. JUsdom, dated iJ\Jnyic, 1757** 

Diverse troubles which have arisen between the Prince and his 
cavalry and esf)ecially with his great uncle-in-law Jafar Ali Khan 
(alian Mir Jafar) shortly after the dc*spatch of our respectful 
missive, have made the Nawab so sullen and gloomy, that nobody 
whatever has been bold enough to speak to him about any other 
business as yet, so that our solicitations in reference to the said 
darkhasfi are still in tlie same stage. Nevertheless I'estussons’ 
heirs and Mohan Lai have assured us that in spite of those 
troubles, they would seize a favourable opportunity to get the 
Nawab to sign tlu* points mentioned in our letter of 1 April last, 
but Mr. BrcbsjeiU (?) has sent word to the first undersigned that, 
though the Nawab were to sign the arasdasij it would yet bear no 
fruits unless Mohan Lai and the other Darbar attendants were 
got over with a few douceurs, the amount of which we cannot as 
yet tell and which it will not be possible to calculate till the 
proper moment comes. We therefore ask your Honour’s orders 
on the subject. 

^To return now to the dissensions between the Nawab and his 
ravalry, it must be stated that they have arisen owing to the great 
‘ superbness ’ of Mohan Lai, who now looking upon himself as as 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague - Letter or petition. 
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great as the Nawab, would have all the grandees a,nd chiefs come 
to him to salute him, which they have also been ordered to do by 
the Nawab and which has been opposed by Jafar Ali Khan and 
his supporters, which made tlui Nawab su angry that he ordered 
him to be dragged from hi> liouse. l^ut the afore- mentioned 
Jafar Ali Khan had thtj and lihidarn^ sjarnbocked and 

driven away, .md ha^l Inft witli liis men, vhich has rather upset 
the Nawab. Howt-vci, aindr rern.tiiis n that statt without 
one’s knowing what tnin it will ^ik". 

The llight hciic' ^*1 vicssrs. \\atts, C oli- Sykes and a doctor, 
that tuck pl.iCi ilu- »l<iy btiore ls al?>o caused great 

consternation at the Mnxadavad v. ou’^ .nid j/esterday, after an 
extraordinary Svt'R'l . ohiu jI, I'm* *\\.d> ga\o order-* to keep the 
cari:> witii tents and other iii o-adiness, ai'.d he is also 

eft(.<'ting a con< eiitration of ill .‘'‘iC ^roop-., oT whom many cavalry 
soldiei." iia\’e n‘lu.->ed to ni<j. n out, wliicli -suggests the idea that 
It i-> a hitle put-uf) jcl- r./jh «). led w.ih the JCnglish. 

How things rcaliv stand, time cdone will show. 

We are with iniK h respect, «S:c. tcc. 


447. Lcita' from the Saxe jo to Colonel Clh'c, dated i^Jitnc, 1757. 

Almost everytliing in conformity to the treaty has been 
delivered back to Mr. Watts : a very little only remained. The 
affairs also with Monickcliand w'cre settling as fast as could be. 
Notwithstanding this Mr. Watts and the rest of the Council at 
Cossimbazar, going to the Ciardens on the pretence of a party of 
pleasure, have retired fiom thence in the night, which appears to 
be done with a very deceitful design and intention to break 
the treaty. For certainly without your orders and directions 
Mr. Watt« would never have acted in this manner. It w'as the 
consideration that something of this kind was contriving that 
hindered me from recalling the army from Plassy, for I know some 
trick was intended. I thank God, however, the treaty has not 
been broke on my part, and as it was so solemnly sworn to before 
God and His Prophet He will doubtless punish him who has first 
violated it. 


Query trumpeters. 
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448. Letter from Colonel CUve to Select Committee^ Fort William, 
dated Cutwa, 15 June, 1757, at noon} 

Gentlemen, — I arrived last night at Cutwa, and as the 
seapeys who came by land are a good deal fatigued, I shall only 
proceed to Mirzapore to-day, where I shall disembark the cannon, 
&c., and I hope to reach Agoa Diep in two days, to which place I 
shall order all the small boats. Mr. Watts with the gentlemen of 
Cossimbuzar joined me yesterday afternoon, also Coja Petrus and 
a Moorman from Meer jaifeir. I have desired Messrs. Watts and 
Sykes to accompany me. They left the city the 13th at night, and 
acquaint us Meer Jaffeir*s party daily encreases. The gunners 
and Laittee Cawm have joined him, so that there is the greatest 
probability of a happy issue to the expedition. 

I have, &c. &c., Robert Cli\e. 


449. Military Returns, 

(a) Extract ikom \ Ge\er\l Return of \ii ihl 7 roofs under 
Liluienam-Coionki (Livi, loii! Afrii, 1757. 


Detachments 


I 

Ofliccrs and Ofliccrs and 
Voluntceis Vuluntecrs 

doing I>ut) Silk 


\oncimimis Non comniis 
siutied Ofliitrs stoned Oflicerb ^ 
AiiiKinlintls andCentmels * 

doing l>ui> Sitk 


King’s 

Mamras 

7 

4 

1 

39 

238 


1 

^94 

52 

346 

Bengal 

-*5 

7 

299 

30 

329 

Bombay 

0 


203 

3 > 

294 

Tram 

9 

4 

lOO 1 

24 

190 

Total 

7“ 1 

16 

1 

1.221 1 

176 

1 

• 1.397 


Exlruci from a General Return of the Sepoys, 


1 

EktaUibhitieiitt 

On Duty 

Sick. 

Total. 



Madras.. 

1.399 

3 * 

1.431 



Bengal . 

5*5 

2T 

536 



Total 

1.914 

53 

*.967 



Robert Clive, 

Ideutenant^ColeneU 


^ The same to the Admiral 
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(i) Extract from an Exact Return or the Two Battalions under 
THE Command of Lieutbnant-Colonei Clive, June isth, 1757. 




1 


l| 


Cendneli. 






Jt 

s 

i 

1 




Il 

^.5 


Detachments. 

1 

0 

■ 

ii 

1 * 
n 

0 


1 

i 

f King's 

[ 1st liattahon [ Bengal ti >»p'v 
[ rraii» 

) 

1 “ 

1 •> 

15 

1 

8 

6 

II 

2 

194 

120 


84 

213 

200 

94 


Total 


i 

44 

IQ 

iT4 



509 

["IMidras trops 

2nd Battalion { Bainba> iruop 
[ Train 

s 

s 

7 

¥ 

*7 

s 

»4 

t\ 

2T8 
'il 1 


87 

272 

143 

96 


Total 

j 

» 


19 

1 

43 1 

Sr 

5*3 


Ciituicl total . 

74 

11 

1 

109 


61J 

91 

171 

1,022 


N B — The Sei '>> beTfjeants are not returnc 1 in the above Return 

John (raser, 

Major of Brigade. 


450. Letter from Mr. Vernet to Mr. Btsdom, dated 16 June, 1757.* 

Upon receipt of Your Honour’s respected secret missive of the 
13th inst. which reached us the 15th, we engaged a few footmen 
to keep watch at the enclosure, the more so as the Nawab is 
already on the march with his whole army, and as we have infer* 
mation from a reliable source that in union with the English 
treason is being contrived against the Nawab, and in which 
Festusjint’s heirs. Rajah Durlabh Ram, Mir Jafar, Khodadad 
Khan Latty and Boerabeek (?) are said to have a hand. And 
whereas the Nawab is alwajrs in a bad humour on account of all 
these vexations, so that he can hardly be approached, «re greatly 
fear tha* Mohan Lai will not be able to fulfil the promise he made 
to seixe the opportune moment to get the Prince to sign the 
points of our arasdast, as he has, forsooth, already given us to 
understand. 

We have the honour to be with respect, &c. &c. 

> Vemet Papers, the Hague. 
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456, Letter from Jafar Alt Khan to Mirza Omar Beg, dated 
iqjunc, 1757. 

I thank God that you are safe and still alive; the hircarrahs are 
looking out for you. Your servants and letters are continually 
coming in to me. There are chokeys all round ; for God's sake 
don’t continue to do so. Monday and Tuesday it was in agitation 
to destroy me. The guns and fire arrows were all ready against 
me, and the people were in arms day and night. Mr. Watts's 
news was known early on Monday. This startled the Nabob; 
he thought it absolutely necessary I should be soothed ; he came 
to me himself. On Thursday eve the Hughly letter arrived that 
they were marched. 1 was to be witli him. On three conditions 
I consented to it. One, that I would not enter into his service ; 
2ndly, I would not visit him ; lastly, I would not take jK)St in the 
army. I sent him word that if he agreed to these terms I was 
ready. As he wanted me he consented. Hut I took this writing 
from all the commanders of the’ army and artillery : ‘ That when 
they had conquered the English they should be bound to see me 
and my family safe wherever I chose to go.* By the blessing of 
God I shall pray on the Eade day at Cutlee mosque, and shall 
then join the army, and shall be a mile to the right or left ; then 
I shall know the situation the different commanders are in. I 
have sent an answer to the Colonel sewed up in slippers. The 
seapoys are very discontented and as yet none of them will agree 
to leave the city. The more expedition the better. Don’t you 
think of coming to me. Mohunloll is proposed for the van and 
I myself to be with him, but I shall never consent to this. You 
sent a letter sealed ; where is the use of a seal ? You should not 
mention the affair of Bahadre Ally Cawn but in the most private 
manner. My salaam to all the commanders. The Nabob pitched 
his tent at Ammoney Gunge and staid a day there. Now he is 
near Tarrackpore at Porcarrah. The artillery and seapoys are 
not yet gone out. I beseech you for the Prophet’s sake to be 
||k>re careful of your letters. If our secrets should be known the 
ill consequence will fall heavy on me. The Nabob looks out for 
you, and is much your enemy. ‘ That chap/ he says, ‘ is gone 
on scheme.’ 
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457. Letter from Colonel Clive to Jafar AH Khatiy dated Cutwa^ 
ig June, 1757. 

I wrote yesterday that I should march to Cutwa, and accordingly 
am now arrived there with mv whole force, the fort having been 
taken by the detachment s* nt against it. It gives me great 
concern that in an of so great ‘..onseqiience to yourself in 

particular tliat you d<> not yourseif more. So long as I have 
been on my inarch yoi- have jio* vet given " v' the least information 
what measures it is not ossary lo* me to nor do I kn^w what 
is going forward Muxadavad. Snrch «t is in your power to 
send me news daily ; it must Ix' m«)rf d.:* i iilt for me to procure 
trusty messengers than yon ; however the bearer of this is a sensible 
intelligent man, and in whom I ere',it confidence. Let me 

know your sentiments frc'ol^ b\ liim. 1 shall wait here till I have 
proper encoiiragemenT to 1 think it absolutely necf^ isary 

that you should join my -army as sobn as possible. Consider the 
Nabob will encrea •'* in stri ngtii daily. Come over to me at Plassy 
or any other place you judge proper, with what ferce you have. 
Even a thousand horse will be sufficient, and I will engage to 
march immediately with you to Muxadavad. I prefer conquering . 
by open force. 

458. Letter from Jafar Ah Khun to Colonel C live, dated ig June, 1757 ' 
Health, &c., to Sabut Jung Bahadre, the day of the Eade. 
Your note from Colsannie is arrived. I have perused the con- 
tents. To-morrow the day of the Eade by the blessing of God 
I shall march. I shall have my tent fixed to the right or left of 
the army. I have hitherto been afraid to send you intelligence. 
After I am arrived in the i?.rmy mutual intelligence will be easier, 
but here the Nabob has fixed chokeys on all the roads. Your letters 
come too open to me. I hope that till our affairs are publicly 
declared you will be very careful. 

459. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, hort B illiam, 
dated Cutwa, ig June, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — The party I sent has taken Cutwa town and 
fort. Both are strong, notwithstanding which I feel the greatest ^ 
anxiety at the little intelligence I receive from Meer Jaffeir, and if 
VOL. II. 



4i8 


BENGAL IN 1766-67 


he is not treacherous, his sangfroid or want of strength will I fear 
overset the expedition. 1 am trj ing a last effort by means of the 
Braminy to prevail upon him to march out and join us. I have 
appointed Plassey the place of rendezvous, and have told him at 
the same time without he gives me this or some other sufficient 
proof of the sincerity of his intentions, I will not cross the river.' 
This I hope will meet with your approbation. I shall act with 
such caution as not to risque the loss of our forces, and whilst wc 
have them, we may always have it in our power to bring about 
a revolution, should the present not succeed. They say there is 
a considerable quantity of grain in and about this place; if we can 
collect 8 or io,ooo maiinds we may maintain our present situation 
during the Rains, which will greatly distress the Nabob, and either 
reduce him to terms which may he depended on, or give us time 
to bring in the Beirboiri Rajah, Marattas, or Gazoody Cawn. 
I desire you will give me your sentiments freely how you think 
I should act, if Meer Jaffeir can give us no assistance. 

460. Letter from Captain Eyre Cooie to Colonel Clive, dated 
Cutvea Fort, ig June, 1757. 

Sir, — This morning about seven o'clock took the Fort of Cuttwa 
by storm. The timidity of the defenders gave me an easy 
entrance. The particulars I will let you know when I have the 
pleasure of seeing you, which I hope will be soon, and am, &c. &c., 
Eyre Coote. 


461. Letter from Roger Drake, Junior, to Colonel Clive, dated 
Calcutta, 21 June, 1757. 

Sir, — I received your letter to the Committee of the 19th instant 
with the papers mentioned to be enclosed. I beg leave to acquaint 
you it is needless your writing in Cypher, since some of your 
assistants mention to their correspondents everything that occurs. 
Mrs. Warwick had the whole I hear from Mr. Johnston. 

I am, &c. &c., Roger Drake, Junior, 


j|^2. Letter from Colonel Clite to Assaduzama Muhammad, Raja of 
Beerboom, dated Cutwa, 20 June, 1757. 

The letters you wrote to the Governor of Calcutta and to 
Mahmud Newaz I have well considered, and the strong friendship 
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you expressed gives me great pleasure. By continued marches I 
have reached Cutwa, and the fort, which had a great force in it, 
by the blessing of God fell into mv hands in a very short time. 
If you are firmly inclined to join me call God and your Prophet 
to witness your sincerity, and send 2 or joo good horse to march 
day and night to join me in the time of battle, and I shall look 
upon your affairs as my own, and rn<l ilu.m happily for you ; and 
your country shall n- t be uijt^red, noi sh ill any collector be put 
over you ; and whalc\i r may lx the cluin’t* of the forces you send 
me I will make t\u* Government pay y a. My real meaning is 
that I will ci»:itent you .f you; ptoj /. in time. Send me 

an immediate answer 

463. Lciitr frnni (' /.•;/(/ T/itn /f Sdut ('ommiticey J^'ori William, 
dated Cutu Jf 21 June, 1 757. 

GKN'iLtMKN,- -Kncloscvl an copies of two letters loceived last 
night. 1 likewise transmii the i:'<‘n+imcnts of a Council of War^ 
held this day, whether or iu»t ii was proper without the assistance 
of some country Power to attack the Nabob. I wait only for 
some encouragement from Meir Jaffeir to ]')roeeed, which must be 
the issue unless the Nabob makes very fair offers of accommodation. ’ 

I have the honour to be, &c. cS:c., Kohekt Clive. 

464. Letter from Colonel Clive to the Select Committee, Fort William, 
dated Cutwa, 21 June, 17 S7- 

Genti.emen, — S ince my last another letter has been delivered 
Meir Jaffeir and no answer returned in writing but the inclosed- 
discourse past between him and the bearer. I am really at a 
loss how to act at the present scituation of our affairs, especially 
should I receive a confirmation by letter of Meir Jaffeir's resolu- 
tion to stand neuter. The Nabob's forces at present are not said 
to exceed men but a compliance with their demands may 

easily encrease them. If we attack them it must be entrenched, 
and ourselves without any assistance. In this place a repulse 
must be fatal, on the contrary success may give the greatest 
advantage. The Nabob’s apprehensions at present are great, and 

* See Captain Coote’s Journal under date zi Jane, 1757 , and First Report 
Parliamentary Commission, 1772 , p- I53 

* Of no importance, and not included in this Selection. 

47— a 
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perhaps he may be glad to grant us an honorable Peace. The 
principle of fear may make him act much against his private 
inclination and I believe that has been the case ever since the 
capture of Chandernagore. There still remains another expedient 
of sending an embassy either to Gazoody Cawn or the Morattoes 
to invite them in. 1 beg you will let me have your sentiments 
how I ought to act at this critical juncture. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, (S:c. cSrc., Rop.kkt Clive. 

4G5. Letter from Jafar AH Khan i(> Colonel Clive. No date. 

Received 22 June, 1757, at ^p.m. 

I have received your letter advising the taking of Cutwa and 
was highly pleased. Sunday I marched from the city and reached 
Ammony Gunge and staid a day thert‘ to collect my people. The 
Nabob marched to-day from Tarrackpore and has pitched his 
tent at Moncurra near the bridge. Hy the blessing of God 
to-morrow I shall march from hence Tuesday, and shall have my 
quarter to the left at a distance. The Nabob’s intention is to 
have his intrenchment at Moncurra, therefore the sooner you 
march to fall on him the better before his design can take place. 
As yet you arc now only designing, but it is not now proper to 
be indolent. When you come near I shall then be able to join 
you. If you could send two or three hundred good fighting men 
the upper road towards Cossimbuzar, the Nabob’s army would of 
themselves retreat. Then the battle will have no difficulty. When 
I am arrived near the army 1 will send you privately all the 
intelligence. Let me have previous notice of the time you intend 
to fight. 

466. Letter from Colonel Clive to fafar AH Khan, dated Cntwa, 

22 June, 1757. (iVu. I.) 

I am determined to risque everything on your account, though 
you will not exert yourself. I shall be on the other side of the 
river this evening. If you, will join me at Placis, I will march 
4|i^lf way to meet you, then the whole Nabob's army will know 
I fight for you. Give me [leave] to call to your mind how much 
your own glory and safety depends upon it. Be assured if you do 
this you will be Subah of these Provinces, but if you cannot go 
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even this length to assist us I call God to witness the fault is not 
mine, and I must desire your consent for concluding a Peade with 
the Nabob, and what has passed between us will never be known. 
What can I say more than th it I am as desirous of your success 
and welfare as my own. 

467. LlUc? frt-m Cidt'Vn't Cln. ‘‘It Khan, dated 22 June, 1757. 

(A < 2 ) /> spa^chfil o pan. 

Upon rcri i\inij y ur letter I am con'.e n a resolution to proceed 
immediate!} t > iMacis. I am i»npatient fi :in ansv/er to riy letter 
by the trusty man. 

4bS. Fort II illiat.,, Sclcti ( li'occcdin^s, 2 ^Jnnc, 1757. 

At a Coniiniltcc, preso» l rbi,- Honourable Roger Drake, Esq., 
President, (diark'S Msnnlirebain and Kicliard Hecher, Esq. 

The proceed! 1 1 of the ’jtb instant^ being wrote fair were now 
read, apj)rov(‘d :md signed. 

Received three letters from C'olonel Clive dated at Patlee the 
18th, lytli, and 2i)th instant. The first informs us that he had, 
not then heard from Meir Jaffier, which made him apprehend his 
affairs were not so favourable as we were made to believe ; that 
he should wait there and take his measures according to the in- 
telligence he received; that spies were ^.ent to Catwa and if the 
fort was to be mastered, he should attempt it, as it would be a 
convenient hold for us on many accounts ; that their harcarras 
informed them Mohunlol and Monickchund were come out of the 
city with a few men and that the Nabob and Meir Jaffeir would 
continue within. The second enclosed a letter just received from 
Meir Jaffeir, which he was satisfied from many circumstances was 
genuine*, but Lhat it had not removed his opinion of the scituation 
of Meir Jaffeir’s affairs being less favorable than had been repre- 
sented to us; that a party of two hundred Europeans and five 
hundred seepoys set out that day to seize Cutwa town and fort, 
and that the next day he should march the army there ; that the 
kiladar in answer to a letter wrote him has promised to be our friend ; 
that his intelligence of the smallness of the Nabob's forces is con- 
firmed. The last letter informs us that the party sent has taken 
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Cutwa town and fort ; both are strong, notwithstanding which he 
feels the greatest anxiety at the little intelligence he receives from 
Meir Jaffeir, and that, if he is not treacherous, his cautiousness 
from our want of strength will (he fears) overset the expedition ; 
that he is trying a last effort by means of the Braminy to prevail 
on him to march out and join us ; that he had appointed Placy 
the place of rendezvous and has told him at the same time without 
he gives this or some other sufficient proof of the sincerity of his 
intention our army would not cross the river ; that he hopes this 
will meet with our approbation : that he shall always act with 
such caution as not to risque the loss of our forces, and that 
whilst we have them we may always have it in our power to bring 
about a revolution should the present not succeed ; that they 
say there is a considerable quantity of grain in and about the 
place ; that if he could collect 10,000 nuiunds we might maintain 
our present scituation during the Rains which would greatly 
distress the Nabob, and cither reduce him to terms which may be 
depended on, or give us time to bring in the Beirboin Rajah, 
Morattoes or Gazoody Cawn ; that Ik* desires we would write him 
.our intentions freely how we think he should act if Meir Jaffeir 
can give him no assistance. 

The Committee, having maturely considered the purport of the 
foregoing letters, were of opinion that the Colonel’s apprehensions 
were not well grounded, since he had received intelligence from 
Meer jaffeir but the day before he wrote the last letter; but if 
contrar}' to our expectations no further advice has come from 
Meir Jaffeir yet we presume no thoughts can be entertained of 
making a fresh treaty with the Nabob, nor do we think it could 
be depended on if made; therefore if our strength is esteemed 
sufficient and a favorable opportunity presents itself, the Com- 
mittee are of opinion it would be best to put the issue of our 
affairs on a decisive engagement as the only alternative we know 
of after engaging so far as we have done in the present under- 
taking, delay being fatal to ouf affairs as we shall daily diminish 
in Wr numbers while the Nabob will be able to increase his 
army by calling in forces from all quarters ; but though the 
Committee are for trying a decisive engagement, they would not 
recommend that step without a pretty good prospect of success 
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and a security of making a ‘safe retreat in case we miscarry in 
the field. 

Resolved we reply to the above mentioned purpose and recom- 
mend to the Colonel a decisive «'ngagement as the only alternative 
we think there is left us, provided he. thinks there is a good 
prospect of success, which we have no doubt of if it’s attempted 
without delay. At the same time it must be remembered when 
we engaged in the confederaev to chan^' the Government in 
favour of Meir Jaffeir w<* were inf«>nned ^hai Koydolub, Jugget- 
seat and others had likew'ise entc’ed into it: we think therefore 
that we should not act of ourseKcs only, -ule's we find no assist- 
ance can be expected from them, in which case wc must conclude 
the whole is united against us. 

Roger Drake, Junior, Riohakp Ih.( her. 

469. Messaf^e from CoL ncl (live to J^fur All Khait, dated Placis, 
2 ^Ju)u\ 1757 Dispatched at 7 a.m} 

Whatever could be done by me 1 have done, I can do no more. 
If you will come to Daudiporc I will inarch troin Placis to meet 
you, but if you won’t comply even with this, pardon me, I shall 
make it up with the Nabob. 

470. Letter from J afar Alt Khan to ('•done! ('liie. No date. 

Received 2^ June, 1757, at 5 pan. i.) 

Your note is arrived. I was in the Nabobs presence on this 
plain, and observed that everybody was intimidated. He sent for 
me and flung his turband off before me, and one day he made me 
write on the side of the Koran so that I cannot come over to you. 
By the blessing of God you have the better of the day. Meer 
Murdun w'as wounded by a ball and is since dead. Buxshec 
Hazarry is killed, and ten or fifteen horsemen are killed and 
wounded. Roydullubrum, Luttee Codair Cawn, and myself are 
moved from the right to the left. Make a great and sudden dis- 
charge and they will run away and we shall do our part. The 
Colonel, the Rajah, Cawn, and myself, we four men, must 
absolutely consult together on the proper measures to be taken. 

^ Sent by Omar Beg. 
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We will certainly finish the matter ; the bildars and beldears (gun- 
men and pioneers) have acted according to their agreement. I 
•swear by my Prophet that the above is fact. Attack him at 3 in 
the morning ; they will run away, and then will be my opportunity. 
The forces want to return to the City. Attack him in the night by 
all means. We three shall be to the left of the Nabob. Coja 
Haddee will remain firm to the Nabob. If you come you may 
have an opportunity of seizing [him]. We three are ready for 
your service and will see you by and by. The biixshcc is killed 
and Sangaram is disabled. The commanders of the foot and of 
the swordmen have left the intrenchments, leaving the guns there. 
I have mentioned but a small part of the loss that the part of the 
army commanded by Meer Murdun has sustained. Had you 
taken that opportunity to advance with your army there had 
been nothing more to do. It grieves me that I was then at a 
distance. Your man was present while the above passed. 
Coddum Hossein, Mcerun, Meer Cassim, Luttee Cawn, and Raja 
Dulubrum all send their i>alam to the Colonel and the rest of the 
gentlemen. 

471. Letter from J afar AH Khan to C(doncl Clive {no date, received 
2^ June, 1757) (2). 

Your note is arrived. Your trusty man is taken. I congratulate 
you on executing your design. Mirza Auinar Beg or Mr. Watts 
or Coja Petrus, send one of them to me. I am here on the 
banks of the lake agreeable to your desire. 

472. Letter from Jafar Ali Khan to Mirza Omar Beg 
(enclosed in No. 449). 

I congratulate you. I am on the banks of the lake. If Mr. 
Watts would come to-night the affair would be over. If Mr. 
Watts does not come bring Petrus with you. The Nabob is gone 
from hence and will arrive in the city at 12 at night. Agreeable 
to the Colonel’s writing I am. upon the banks of the nulla} I 
thqJljfore call you that we may take proper measures. I send you 
this by my servant that you may come immediately, that I may 
march in the morning. 


* Ditch or ravine. 
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473 * Mtlitary Return. 

( a ) A Return of the Killed, Wounded and Missing ot the Two 
Battalions under ihb command of Liluienant Colonel Clive, 
23 June 1757. 




John Frasiir, 

Major of Brigade . 


{ ft ) Glnlral Rlturn 01 Si poys Kh i ld and Wounded, 
June 23RD, 1757. 



N B. —Three Sepoy Sergeants of the Bengal Latablidunent wounded. 


John Fraser, 

Major of Brigade. 
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474. Letter from Mr, Vcrnct to the Dutch Director and Council, Hugli, 
dated 24 June, 1757.^ 

The purport of this is only to inform you, that the English 
army having encamped the day before yesterday in the groves of 
Pkissey, being attacked yesterday morning by the vanguard of the 
Nawab, consisting of 15,000 men, commanded by Mohonlaal, 
Meer Modum, Manik Chand, Coja Haddie, and Nauwe Singh 
Hazarie, the English offered such a vigorous resistance that the 
Moors were compelled to quit the field and retreat to Mangor 
Parra where the Nawab had pitched his tents. The English lost 
but few men and were, therefore, encouraged to resume the attack 
without leaving the foe much time for consideration, in which 
they succeeded so well, that the Nawab's entire army was com- 
pletely routed. The Nawab arrived with his defeated hordes, 
after a hurried and disorderly flight, at Moorshedabad about mid- 
night, but Jafar Ali Khan, Rajah Durlahh Ram and Khodadad 
Khan Latty have joined the English, so it is said, with the view 
of besieging the Nawab who holds Mansurganj (which he has had 
fortified) and to proclaim Jafar Ali Khan Nawab. 

In the first attack there were sixty Frenchmen and several 
Portuguese, commanded by Monsieur St. I'rais, late Secretary of 
that nation, and an officer at the head of the army, of whom until 
now but twenty common soldiers have come in. The others are 
supposed to have been killed, and taken prisoners. Of the Chiefs 
of the Nawab's army Mir Madan and Nuuw Singh Hasarie have 
f)erishcd, Mohan Lai, Manikchand and Coja Haddie have been 
wounded. 

We have the honour to be, with great respect, tkc,, &c. 


475. Letter from Colonel Clive to Jafar Ali Khan, dated Daudpur, 
24 June, 1757 {by Mr. Scrafton). 

I congratulate you on the victory, which is yours not mine. I 
sl^d be glad if you would join me with the utmost expedition. 
We propose marching to-morrow to compleat the conquest that 
God has blessed us with, and I hope to have the honour of pro- 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague 
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claiming you Nabob. Mr. Scrafton will congratulate you on my 
part. From him you will know how much I am yours. 

476. Letter from Colonel Clin ii Select Committee, Cort William, 
dated !)audf ui\ z^Junr, [757. 

Gentlemen, — 1 wrote* you last night' of the victory we had 
gained over the Nab(jh. I am n(*w mon* a^ 'ensure to ^ive you a 
particular account of thi action. About ‘ i.s the morning, the 
whole army' ai^jeared marching toward us from Daudpoore, 
inclining their march to the riglit < J i* is (irove, as if they 
intended to surround ns • they took ]U)‘-session of the adjacent 
eminences with their < annon. \liich ippuared to be regularly 
.supported by their horsi and foot. A di‘truJim(?nt of their army com- 
manded by Meer Murdun, and supported l>y about thirty French- 
men with several pieces of i an non took possession of a Tank within 
mUvSquet shot of us. I'rom tlu nci . and from the rest of their artillery 
then up, consisting of twelve pieces of cannon, from twenty-four 
to three pounders, they cannonaded ns very' briskly, and had their 
cannon well pointed. We played only tliiee* field pieces against 
them, but were so happy as to kill Meer Murdun, Hadre All}- 
Cawn, Mohun Toll's son-in-law, the commander of the Bclears, 
and several other officers of distinction. This loss had such an 
effect on them, that they abandoned the Tank, which we advanced 
and took possession of immediately. Mohun Loll and Munick- 
chund were the first to retreat, and were presently followed by 
the Nabob, Meer Cos.siin and others, but the French, making a 
stand at a breastwork that was part of the fortification of their 
old camp, put some courage into their troops again, and drew up 
within their old camp and in front of the Grove, and their mus- 
quetry' supported by their horse took possession of a bank within 
musquet shot of the Tank, from thence and from their old camp 
they kept a continual fire on us, and made many attempts to bring 
their cannon on, but we kept so brisk a fire that they could not 
get their coolies and oxen to advance. At about 4 the grenadiers 
and seapoys stormed both these places ; at the same time their 
ammunition blew up ; after which the enemy fled with the utmost 

1 See No. 481. 



428 


BENGAL IN 1756-67 


precipitation, and we pursued them till night. We have taken 
about forty pieces of cannon, and the roads are strewed with 
hackaries and baggage of all kinds ; the loss of the enemy I con- 
ceive to be about 500 men. We had about 20 Europeans and 
30 seapoys killed and wounded. During the warmest part of the 
action we observed a large body of forces composing the left wing 
of the army marching towards the right of Placis Grove ; these 
proved to be Jafifeir Ally Cawn and his party, but as they made no 
signals to testify their being friends, we fired on them and made 
them keep their distance. I have the pleasure to inform you, 
Meer Jaffeir came to me this morning ^ and made many expressions 
of gratitude to the English, and assured us he would be faithful 
to his treaty; his forces are about 3,000 men, and he tells me the 
principal jemidars have promised him the Nabob shall not escape. 
He is now on his march to the city. As the troops have under- 
gone much fatigue, I cannot expect to get further than Moncura 
to-night. I have no further intelligence of the Nabob than that 
he made the best of his way to the city. I hear he has destroyed 
our Factory at Cossimbuzar. 


477. Letter from Jafur Ali Khatiy to Colonel Clive, dated 2 ^ June, 
1757, at 8 a,m- 

About II at night he lied: at 12 I was advised of it. I 
have sent people after him. By the blessing of God he will 
be taken. Wherever you are continue. When I write you, 
proceed. 


478. Letter from Jafar Ali Khan to Colonel Clive, no date {received 
2^ June, 1757, atGp.m,). 

By Rungeet Roy I sent you word that his fortune was changed, 
and he has run away, but he is at his house. Mohun Loll he 
has dispatched to Purneah >yith his women and many treasures. 
IJippe in God to take them all. Sir, I hope on receipt of this 
you will oblige me by advancing with your army to Chunacolly. 
On your arrival to-morrow Surajah Dowlat will be either taken 
or killed. Arrive soon. Do not delay. 
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479. Letter from Jafar AH Khan to Colonel Clive, dated 26 June, 

175 /- 

I have had the honour of your note advising me you was on 
your march, and that 3'ou would stay at ^^oidapore. Mohun Loll 
and his son are now brought back here prisoners. Twenty- five 
hackeries and s(>me elephants belonging to his heterC are also taken. 
Narrain bing and all the othci hircarahi> are arrived. I have dis- 
patched part of my amiv in t ursuit of ^Mrajah Dowlat whose 
fortune has now changrd. With God’s ist.ince they will soon 
bring him back prisoner. Of this you nectl ^tiako no doubt. 

480. Letter from Cnh rcK'Hve to Selci: ( tnunnitec, Fort William, 

dated Mandiporc, 2 b 1757. 

Gentlemln,--! ha\e received a letter from Mr. Drake in 
answer to my letters* to the unmittee, which is very J(;,n usual on 
such important occasions and I cannot help thinking that had the 
expedition miscarried you would have laid the whole blame 
upon me. 

As there are several very important mercantile affairs to be 
settled, and as Mr. Manningham is a very proper person for that* 
purpose, his assistance must conse(iuently be of great service to 
the Company. I therefore desire the favour you will send him 
here immediately. 

4Sr. Fort William Select Committee Proceeding's, 26 Jtine, 1757. 

At a Committee. Present the Honourable Roger Drake Esq. 
President, Messrs. Charles Maunirxgham and Richard Becher. 

This instant we received the following letter from Colonel 
Clive viz. 

To Charles Watson Esq. and the Gentlemen of the Committee 
of Fort William, 

Gentlemen,— This morning at one o’clock we arrived at 
Placis Grove, and early in the morning the Nabob’s whole 
army appeared in sight and cannonaded us for several hours, 
and about noon returned to a very strong camp in sight, 
lately Roydoolub’s, upon which we advanced and stormed the 

Probably refers to No. 461. 


1 Retinue. 
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Nabob’s camp, which we have taken with all his cannon and 
pursued him six miles, being now at Uoudpoor and shall proceed 
for Muxadavad to-morrow. Mefer Jaffeir, Roydoolub and Lutteu 
Cawn gave us no other assistance than standing neuter. They 
are with me with a large force. Meer Muddun and five hundred 
horse are killed and three elephants. Our loss is trifling, not 
above twenty Europeans killed and wounded. 

I have, &c. cS:c., Robert Clive. 

Douiipoor, z-^Junc^ I757- 

Ordered the Secretary to wait upon Admiral Watson with the 
before-mentioned letter. 

4S2. Letter from Messrs, Watts and Walsh to Colonel Clive ^ dated 
Muxadavad, 26 June, 1757. 

Sir, — W e waited on the Nabob this morning and went through 
the ceremony of his Durbar for full two hours, when he and Roy- 
Dulup retired with us, but instead of Jiiggat Seeit’s advancing the 
money, Roy Dulup with his whole stock of Gentue rhetorick 
endeavoured to persuade us that the Treasurer had been examined, 
and it appeared there could not be above a crore and 40 lack in the 
Treasury, and add(^d that Juggat Seat could not advance crorcs of 
rupees ; we were not acquainted with facts sufficiently to contest 
the matter well with Roy Dulup, but desired we might talk with 
MoonloH and carry him to visit Saabat Jung, which with some 
difficulty, on Roy Dulup’s part, was consented to. When we 
asked Roy Dulup at what time he and Monickchund proposed 
setting out for camp, he answered till this affair was settled he 
could not think of going. In short he appears to pride himself in 
shuffling and tricking, and we are persuaded, whilst he is Minister, 
our affairs will meet with all the interruption that Gentue cunning 
can raise. 

We should be glad you would interrogate Omichund and let us 
know his sentiments of the Nabob's wealth. He told Mr. Watts he 
kjnw all the places where the treasures were hoarded ; for hoards 
tnere are and many by the information we have had. He would 
certainly’be a necessary person here, if he was not always so full of 
taking care of himself. 
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The violent rain this afternoon prevents our waiting on you with 
Moonloll as we intended, but we shall set out to-morrow morning. 
We expect a visit from Monickchund and 'from Juggat Seat’s 
brother, from whom we may bo able to learn many particulars- 
The latter i^ just coming, so w** conclude. 

We are, Sir, iVu. (S:c., Wii 1 » vm Wa i ! Joijn Walsh. 

483. Letter from Cou ui ('• .v to select ('ul iivitcc, Fort William, 
dated (. i ssiihtun .7 Jith, . 1757. 

GENTLEM}*y. — I ha\e received your lei- r of the 2jrd instant,^ 
the content^' ol which arc so indc uiio .mi! vidradictory that I can 
out no other construction on it. ihim an intent to clear yourscive.c: 
at my expense, had ;he ^ \peditiva. niisi a:ricd. It puts me in mind 
of the famous answei of the Driplnc oracle to Pyrrhus, *Aio ic 
Claude Romanos vinccr ' posse/ 

The chicanery and villain of K03’ i)uluh obliges me to go to- 
morrow to theCitx to prevent the ill consc<]nence that attends the 
great power lodged in his hands, so preicdi' ial both to the Nabob 
and the Company, as also to hasten the execution of the tieaty, 
to which he would otherwise be a great obstacle, as he pretends, 
the whole ballance in the 1 reasiiry is but one crore and forty lack of 
rupees. I shall see the Nabob and Juggut Seat to-morrow, and 
consult with them on what measures to be taken^ to get Serajah 
Dowlat into his hands, and to fix the government on a solid 
foundation. 

484. Letter from Messrs, Watts and Walsh to Colonel Clive, 
dated 27 June, 1757. i />.w. 

Rungeet Roy is despatched to us by J uggatseat to desire that 
you wdll not come into town this afternoon for treachery is 
intended you. A consultation was held last night between 
Meerum, Roydulup and Cossim Hussain Cawn about cutting you 
off at your visit to the Nabob. You may return on pretence of 
illness if you are on the road, but it will be necessary to write of 
it. Juggatseat will then visit you to-morrow morning. He begs 

I I have not been able to find this letter, but its nature may be judged from the 
Proceedings of the same date. See No. 468 . 
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you will not mention a syllable of this intelligence as you value 
his life. The Nabob’s jewels and treasures have been taken and 
privately sent to Goodagurry. What we hear further we will 
either write to you or tell you by word of mouth. 

4S5. Letter from the Admirah and Select Committee to Colonel Clive, 
dated Port Willium, 29 June, 1757. 

Sir, — We have received your several letters of the 23rd, 24th, 
25th and 26th instant, and with great pleasure observe and con- 
gratulate you on the rapid success therein mentioned. The 
revolution effected by your gallant conduct, and the bravery of 
the officers and soldiers under you is of extraordinary importance, 
not only to the Company but to the British nation in general ; 
that we think it incumbent to return you and your officers our 
sincere thanks on behalf of His Britannic Majesty and the East 
India Company for your behaviour on this critical and important 
occasion. 

Although in your last letter Jafficr Ally Khan is stilcd Nabob, 
yet we have not ventured on that authority to make any public 
•rejoicings for him as Suhali of these Provinces. We should be 
glad therefore to be informed in your next letter if he has been 
proclaimed in form, and is in possession of the government. 
This wall add very much to our satisfaction, and give us a proper 
opening to address him as the Snbah, proclaim him such in our 
town, and salute his accession. 

We have, &c. &c., Charles Watsox, George Pocock, Roger 
Drake, Junior, Charles Manningham, Richard Becher. 

Eorf William , 2 ^ June , 1757- 

486. Letter from Roger Drake, Junior, to Colonel Clive, dated Calcutta, 

2g June, 1757. 

Sir, — Your agreeable favour to the Committee of the 26th 
arrived this instant. The Kent, Tiger and Fort fired 21 guns 
s^H^oon. When we are certainly informed that Meer Jaffeir is pro- 
claimed we shall make a whole day of rejoicing. Pray be so good, as 
I have bad Persian writers here, to get Omichund or some other to 
draw up a copy of a letter for me to write Meer Jaffeir, and send it 
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me as soon as possible. I depend on you for this, and for further 
friendly acts you have greatly in your power to confer on him who 
is with great truth and regard, &c. &c. 

Roger Drake, Junior, 

487. Letter fn nt My. io Mr, dated 29 JunCy 1757.^ 

The army of th»j was no s'«’ner arrived here than 

Mr. Watts betook hiii;r.rjf t • tiv i* mand the observance 

of the conditions stipulated, and v\ herons u lia>. come to omr know- 
ledge that rhev arc ^coking to gsdn pnssj -'^fon of the district of 
Kiitwa or SauLipur, the revenu*-i ol v.hit ii v\(. ild enable them to 
maintain two thousard militarA in din ction for the support of 
the Nnwal), wo hn\( ^iJ.aod tl»' icakil to go and point out 

to Rajah Diirlabh Kam how it was, not merely for us, 

but also for thi‘ Kinc's revemn - to gi\oany however »jmall 

they may be, in ownership t«« tlie English, besides that not being 
the right way tc) keep tlu* land in peocL, for that it was to be 
expected that our Masters who arc mud. more povvcrful than the 
English in these countries, seeing that that nation acquired 
such great pri\ileges by force of arms, would also wish to try to do. 
the same, but that on tht* contrary, if the Nawab showed us, who 
were the oldest and greatest trafickers in his territories, similar 
favours, we did not doubt, but what our Masters and Superiors 
would send troops to assist the Na\vab just as well as the English. 
We have also ordered him to again broach the question of the 
points of the afore-mentioned darkhast. 

We have the honour to be with respect, &c., &c. 

488. Description of the battle of Plassey,^ 

Messrs Boddam and Sykes must have carried to Calcutta tbe 
situation of the army at Catua on the 20th instant. The 22nd in 
the morning we crossed the river, and at 4 afternoon marched. 
After a fatiguing march of twelve or fifteen miles the van arrived 
at Plassey Grove (twenty miles from Muxidevad) at li ; the rear 
hardly came up before 3 in the morning. We had advice that night, 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

** Endorsed, * A narrative of the battle near Muxidavad,’ and dated • Cowimbazar, 
29 June, 1757 .’ 

VOL, II. 
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that the Nabob was advanced as far as Doudpoor, within four 
miles of us ; but the accounts were afterwards contradicted, that 
it was only Raydoolab with an advanced guard. In the morning 
of the 23rd. our advanced picquct perceived the enemy in possession 
of a camp, which Raydoolab had fortified with an entrenchment, 
within a mile of us, along the banks of the river, but as it may 
enable you and any other of your friends to conceive a better idea 
of it, I enclose you a sketch of the field of battle.^ About 7 from 
the top of the brick house W’e perceived the enemy moving out of 
their camp, some few advanced along the bank of the river, but 
their main body as you see marked in the plan ; at this time our 
two battalions lay upon their arms, as they did all night, their 
front towards the river and their right towards the brick house, 
without the Grove fronting the Nabob's camp ; the sepoys most in 
the Grove, our picquet with two pieces of cannon to the northward 
of the Grove, fronting the Nabob’s camp. W’e were likewise 
informed that the body of the enemy which was in sight, had no 
cannon with them. On thus seeing them in motion, we formed 
our whole line a few^ yards to the northward of the Grove, our left 
close to the brick house, and our right extending beyond the 
tirove. We w^ere scarcely drawai up in this manner, w'hen a 241b. 
shott from their ramp, bounding along, and carrying off the arm of 
one of the King’s granadiers, convinced us that their cannon was 
come up. Finding wx- were thus exposed to their heavy artillery, 
at a distance too great for ours to annoy them much, the battalions 
and sepoys were ordered to retire and lye upon their arms within 
the bank of the Grove, fronting the enemy as before and drawm up 
in the same order. Our houbit/ was advanced about half way to 
the first Tank, and our eight guns properly divided in the intervals, 
betwixt the battahons and sepoys, but advanced a little distance 
without the banks of the Grove. In this situation our men lay in 
pretty good security from the cannonadement, and as the^aaecny 
advanced out towards our right, which they now begun to do in 
\ast multitudes, our artillery’ played upon them pretty [very] 
l^lllkly, thotjgh the distance w^as still too great. The enemy’s 
cannon moved along, and in front of their main body, in such a 

^ This appears to be a copy of a sketch which is to be found in the Madrw RflOOrds, 
and which is ascribed to Clive himself. See under date in Historical Introduction, 
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manner that their whole front was almost covered with the 
bullocks that drew them. They filed off to their left till tbuy 
covered the ground you see marked in the plan, and every now 
and then made a halt to turn their artillery upon us ; then pro- 
ceeded small bodies advanced to the two Tanks, and they brought 
some of their cannon down along flit^ banks of the river, and 
from thence played ver\ ]»rj*5kJy. \\\ perceived amongst them 
numbers of Kurop<.*.».ns, ar.d is we aite^ Aurds ft)und about fifty 
brench had possessioi* ol t'lat \ art. In \ i\\% situation we continued 
cannonading till j -.fternoon; tin* artn.’ery being most exposed 
suffered cnu'-iaerably. About « j :• h. ri' v- wer of ram came on, 
we had some apprebi nsinn that the eiinny would take advantage 
of this opportunilv, irid mak a pinii with their horse, but our 
guns continued to p!:iy ver\ biiskl\. picvt nted any such motion. 
Tile enemy's guns diirinr th* rain which lasted half an h<Hnr did 
nut fire a shott. The enem\ whether from the smartness of the fire 
from our guns, or some -'f tla ir chiefs be*ing killed, or what other 
motive, begun at this time to n‘tire, and withdraw their cannon 
within tiudr entrenclimenls. 'fhe opportunity of attacking them 
in such a situation was too great to In) neglected. Accordingly 
Major Kilpatrick advanced to the first Tank with two pieces of 
cannon, covered with the King’s granadiers, and three platoons from 
the right of the battalion. The few of the enemy w'ho possessed 
It soon retired from this advantageems post ; our two guns put 
them in some disorder, but notwithstanding they filed off again to 
their left, and brought such of their cannon out of their camp as 
they had retired. They extended their line still further to their 
left than they had done before, which gave us reason to apprehend 
they had intentions to enter the throve to the southward, but our 
sepoys, moving to our right, put a stop to it- The enemy’s 
cannonadeiiient beginning afresh the Colonel moved up with two 
pieces of cannon more to the Tank. A little before this our whole 
line moved out some distance on the Plain, but finding they did 
not attempt any push on the Tank, they were again ordered to 
retire into the Grove, to save them from the enemy’s cannon. Our 
four guns from the top of the Tank, being a rising ground, pldyed 
upon the enemy,' who covered the Plain with their numbers and 
at no v?ry great distance, with vast success. They had got posses- 

48—2 
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sion of the second Tank with horse and burgunc[asses or gunmen, 
(as many as it could hold or cover themselves from our cannon 
behind it), and from thence with their musquetry wounded several 
of our men : amongst them Lieutenant Cassells and Holts of the 
Train, but slightly. The body of the enemy stood in this manner 
exposed to our guns ; they endeavoured to use theirs but as we 
perceived them turn them towards us. we took care to fire on those 
parts, w^hich put their bullocks in such confusion that we received 
but few shott ; their cannonadement slacked gradually and ours 
rather quickened. It seemed now time to possess ourselves of the 
second Tank, though the lire of musquetry from thence was ver\ 
warm. The detachment at the first Tank wdth some sepoys in 
front (being ordered) accordingly rushed on, fired on the enemy 
when they got to the top. and drove them off with such precipita- 
tion that their whole army, (seeing tla* fury with w'hich we 
advanced and they not following) abandoned their guns, took to 
their heels, and left us masters of the held and their entrenchments. 
We pursued as close as order could permit, b\ w'hich means the 
pannick so seized the Nabob and most of his army that before 12 
Jthat night he and them arrived at Miixidavad, leaving behind 
them scattered on the r(')ad most of their carriages and baggage. 
They left us forty-two pieces of cannon, mostly large and the 
bullocks in the draught. Thus wt obtained a victory wdth about 

1.000 military, a third hardly l^uropeans, and 2,000 sepoys, wuthoul 
the assistance of the expected junction of Jaffer Ally Khan, against 

40.000 Gunmen and 20,000 Horse, as we are since informed 
by Monlull the Nabob’s Prime Minister and dcK'an. We had 
killed and wounded Europeans and sepoys tSo, and by Jaffer AIK 
Khan’s own account the enemy had 500 killed, and as many 
wounded, amongst them several chief jemidars. The Nabob made 
his escape next morning from Muxidevad and Jaffer Ally Khan 
waited on Colonel Clive, and is now' proclaimed Nabob. 


0 


yg. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Admiral Watsoiiy 
dated 30 June, 1757. 


Surajah Dowlet was taken by one of the Nabob’s JiJwn'iars and 
suffered to escape for a bribe of 30,000 gold mohurs. As all his 
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treasures have been taken from him I don’t think he can do much 
harm. Rarn Narain, the Nabob of Patna, is confirmed and will 
scarcely risque his place for a man who has not wherewith to 
bribe him. 

490 . Lrttn ('nlitnei ( live ttt th>' Srirrt ('mnmitteey Fort William^ 

tivh'ci iiiVii'i, 1757 . 

Gentlemen, — 1 tlir- .ity ‘^-irrday morning with a 

[)arty of 200 Em- j-.iaiis and ^oo •. . jnd took up wy quarters 
lit Moran I i/.ur the puLuj.' In tj .ifternoon I waited on 

I ifteir All\ v.'awn, bclii^ escoii • i l-.nn Ins son. As I found he 
d'^clined taking hi - “-nri* on thv mivnuilr I handed him to it; and 
'.ilutcd him as Nabob., iiponwi.ah li. oartiers congratulated him 
and paid him the uMia/ born * A‘^ tins was a visit of ceremon}', 

we coukl <'nt' r '•.-ery lit Ur ii])on liusini*ss. I only attenrpted to 
('on\inco them, that M w.- ' lot IIt- maxims of the English to war 
against the G< ' i nmienl, bat that Siir-\i.ili Dowlat not only would 
iu>t fulfil the tjraly ho had entered 'i.to with us, but was taking 
measures by ( ailing in the French to destroy us; but it had 
jrleased God to overthrow him, and that as the present Nabob was 
a brave and good man, the country might expert to be quiet and 
happy under him : that for our parts wc should not anyways interfere 
in the affairs of the Government, but leave that wholly to the 
Nabob; that as long as his affairs re<]iiired it, we were ready to 
keep the field, after which we should return to Calcutta and 
attend solely to commcTce, whicli was our proper sphere and our 
whole aim in these parts. 

On my return home I had a visit .from Jug gut Seat with whom 
I had a good deal of conversation. As he is a person of the greatest ' 
property and influence in the three snbuhsy aud of no inconsider- 
able weight at the Mo^^urs Court, it was natural to determine 
on him, as the properest person to settle the affairs of this 
(Government ; accordingly when the Nabob returned my visit this 

1 From this and other passages it may be seen that Clive did not take up bis 
abode in the Nawab’s palace, whereas a French writer (M. Lt^uis Herman, Histoire 
lie la rivalite des Franeaib et des An<*lais dans Vlnde Paris, 1847 ) asserts that he was 
under the same roof as Siraj-uddaula when the latter was murdered. 

- The cushion or sfeat used by Oriental sovereigns in place of a throne. 
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morning, I recommended to him to consult Juggut Seat on 
all occasions, which he readily assented to, and immediately 
proposed, that as the money in the Treasury fell short of his 
expectations, and was not sufficient to satisfic his obligations to us, 
and leave him wherewithal for his necessary expences, Juggut 
Seat should likewise mediate that matter between us ; which 
l^roposal was too agreeable to me to decline, for, as I had sufficient 
reason to think great sums had been secreted and made away 
with by his Ministers, it would have been both a difficult and 
invidious task for me to have sifted into this affair. Accor din 
\c'c agreed to visit Juggut Scat immediately, that all subject for 
heart burnings on this account on either side might be removed 
out of hand ; which being put in practice, Juggut Seat after a long 
but friendly debate settled the point as follows: — that we should 
be paid one-half of our demand immediately, two-thirds in money 
and one-third in jewels, plate and goods, and the other half should 
be paid within three years at three yearly and equal payments. 
When I consider the state of the Treasury as it appeared to us, and 
that a sufficiency must necessarily be left to the Nabob for payment 
of his troops, to w'hom hmg arrears w’ere due for services under the 
late Nabob, I cannot say but the terms exceeded my expectation. 

As it was absolutely necessary to satisfy Roy Duliib, w'ho is the 
principal Minister, and through whose hands our affairs must f)ass, 
I thought it not improper to admit him to a commission of 5 per 
cent, and Juggut Seat representing that he had been a sufferer of 
seven lack by the French, and as he was jenning in measures for their 
extirpation, it was probable he should never be paid ; I agreed, 
provided you approved of it, that he might take w'hat goods of 
theirs should be found at their out- Settlements and aurungs, and 
the ballance should be made good by our Company, provided he 
could not recover it from them. After which he assured us, that 
w'e might be persuaded of his best services, and rest satisfied that he 
would get the present Nabob confirmed from Delhi, represent our 
transactions in the fairest light, and procure for us any phirmaund 
v^^ay have occasion for. His advice to the Nabob in general 
was to replace Allyverdi Cawn’s officers in their old posts. 

It w^as agreed that letters should be wrote by the Nabob and 
myself to the Naib of Patna with offers of friendship, and 
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desiring him to deliver up Surajah Dowlat or drive him out of 
the Province, as we understood he had taken his route that way. 

That for fear of refusal wc should keep ourselves in readiness to 
march northwards, and that the My Rajah should be desired to 
prepare to march intr) the piovincc of l^atna on his side. 

If you can j>re\ail up(*n lUc Adinir. l to fit out and mann two 
sloop‘^-of-\.Mr, and let them proce i nrucdiaieh- to Patna, it will 
be v’^ery agreeable t'* e N doob aiiti *-i a' service to the general 
cause. 

I must ui(|u*:st ll‘<' favour to forwaid > > nu* immediately Persian 
copies of i\u treaties with .'^uiM|a*i !) a! .i and Jaffeir Ally Cawn 
and the perwannah and dwsci.ks gi* ai l y the former. If the 
translatif'ns are r ad\ , 1 glad of them, as I have 

brought none of ni} papers witli ou . 

491. Letter from Col)nei to ('ooimittcc, I'ort William, 

daica M u\uuiiil>o>P Lite at nii^lit, 30 June, 1757. 

GKNrrj’ MhN ,-- -1 wrote you a letter ihi> evi ning since which I 
have received a note from the Nabob informing me tliat Surajah 
Dowlat is taken and tliat he lias dispatched his son to secuie hiiv- 
I congratulate you on this happy news. 

492. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select i'nmmittcc. Fort Saint George, 
dated MuxadavaiL 2 July, 1757. 

Gkntllmen, — S ometime since I aciiuainted the President by a 
letter, despatched under a Dutch cover, of the necessity there was to 
overset Surajah Dowla. I have now the happiness to inform you 
that great event is completely brought about. He still delayed 
under different pretences to, fulfil the grand points of the treaty, 
such as delivering us the villages, making good the Calcutta 
ballance and admitting the currency of our siccas. At the same 
time we found him designing our ruin by a conjunction with the 
French ; pressing invitations were sent to Monsieur Bussey to come 
into the province and Monsieur Law’s party (then in his pay at 
10,000 rupees pet month) was ordered to return from Patna, of 
all which we had certain knowledge by authentic copies of his 
own letters. At this juncture some principal officers of his army 
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made overtures to us, at the head of whom was Jaffir Ally Khan 
who had long been Ihixey, and was a man as generally esteemed 
as the other was detested. We soon entered into a private treaty 
to make him Nabob, and, having prepared everything with the 
utmost secrecy, the army consisting of i,ooo Europeans and 2,000 
seapoyswith eight pieces of cannon marched fromChandernagore the 
13th in the morning and arrived the i8th at Cutwa Fort which was 
taken w^ithout opposition. The 22nd in the evening we crossed 
the river and landing on the island^ marched straight for Plasscy, 
where we arrived by i in the morning. At daybreak w’e dis- 
covered the Nabob’s army, consisting of about 15,000 horse and 
35,000 foot with upwards of 40 pieces of cannon, moving towards 
us. They approached apace and by 0 began the attack with a 
number of heavy cannon supported b\ the whole army, and 
continued to play upon us very briskly for several hours, during 
which our very advantageous situation saved us greatly, being 
possessed of a large tope surrounded with a good mud bank. To 
succeed in an attempt on their cannon w'as nt‘\t to im})ossil)le, as 
they were planted in a manner round us and a c'onsiderablc 
distance from each other; wc tht^refore n'rnained quiet in our 
post in expectation of a successful attack upon their camp at night. 
The enemy retiring to their camp about noon w'ith their artillery 
we sent a detachment and tw'o field pieces to take possession of a 
Tank with high banks from whence they had considerably annoyed 
us with some cannon w hich w'erc managed by I'renchmen. This 
brought them out a second time, but as we found the^y made no 
great effort to dislodge us we proceeded to take possession of one 
or two more eminences lying very near one angle of their camp, 
round which run a ditch and breastwork, from whence and an 
adjacent eminence, still in their possession, they kept a smart fire 
of musquetry upon us. They made several attempts to bring out 
their cannon, but our field pieces played so warmly and well upon 
them that they were always drove back. The Horse exposed 
themselves a good deal on this occasion ; many of them w^as killed 

* 1 among the rest four ot five officers of the first distinction, 
ich, dispiriting the enemy and throwing them into some 
confusion, w'e were encouraged to storm the eminence and angle 

^ i.e., the island of Cossimbazar. 
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of their camp. Both which were attempted at the same time and 
carried with little or no loss, thouph the latter was defended, 
exclusive of blacks, by forty French and two pieces of cannon, and 
the former by a large body of Foot and Horse. On this a general 
rout ensued, and we pursued .he enemy six miles taking upwards 
of forty pieces of cannon winch thi y 1 ad aliandoned. The roads 
were .stiewcJ with hucr.i-, , .oid iillcj wr!; baggage of all kinds. 
Their lo-is is coinpui.d at rT-cnt n\i h . i 'ud men. On our side 
there were twenty-two Killed mil fifty '(’yurded and those chiefly 
blacks. Smajal P'w\la saved bimsfif ■ n a camel and reached 
the ( ity eaiiv lu xt mi'niing: flisp >'■ 'r ■ r avva\ what jewels and 
treasure he conveniently could, ami 'd^w -d himself at midnight 
attended only by f 'Ui or fw 

During the warmest part of il eiicii'ai wo observed a large body 
of troops hoxering on our ri ’b*. .\h > provid to bo our fritnds, but, 
as tli(‘\' made no ^igntu b' which wa* (oul.i discoxalT them, we 
Ireipieiitly fired on thcin lo nuke them keep their di.stance. After 
the action they sent their compliments ami encamped that night 
in our neighbourhood. The next niormng Jaifir Ally Cawn paid 
me a visit and expressed much gratitude for the great services we 
had done him, assuring us in the most si'lemn manner that hC 
would faithfully fulfil the tic.ity he had made with us. He then 
proceeded to the City which he reached some lioiirs before Surajah 
Dowla left it. As cm his flight Jafhr AHy Cawn was m quiet pos- 
session of the palace and City, 1 encamped without to prevent ravage 
and disorder, first at Mandipoor and afterwards at the Freneh Factory 
at Sydahad} The 29th I entered the city with only a party of zoo 
Europeans and 300 sepoys and took up my quarters in a spactous 
house and garden ncai the palace? The same day I waited on Jaffir 
Ally Cawn who refused seating himself on the miisnud till placed 
on it by me which done he received the homage and congratula- 
tions of all the courtiers as Nabob. The next morning he returned 
the visit and on my recommending to him to consult Jaggat beat 
on all occasions, who as the man of the greatest property in the 
Kingdom, would give him the best advice for its tranquility and 
security, we agreed to pay him a visit immediately together, at 
which a firm union was entered into by us three, and Jaggatseat 

1 See note i, p. 437- 
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engaged to use his influence at Delhi (which is very great) both to 
get the Nabob confirmed and procure for us such phirmaunds as 
we should have occasion for. 

The principal Articles of our treaty with the present Nabob are 
a contirmation of all grants both in the phinnaiind and the 

treaty with Surajah Dowla ; an alliance offensive and defensive 
against all enemies, Europeans or country ; the delivery of the 
French and their property into our hands and a perpetual exclusion 
of them from these provinces ; a tract of land extending between 
the lake and river from C alcutta to C'lilpee to be given to the 
Company, also rme cri^-c of rupees 50 AfcA’ to the European sufferers 
at the loss of Calcutta, twenty lack to the blacks, seven to the 
Armenians, and fifty to the army and navy. All the Articles to be 
fulfilled within one month from his accession to the Siihahship. 

As the sum in the Treasury did not appear enough to satisfy 
our demand, much less leave a sufliciency for the Nabob to pay 
his troops, which was indispensably necessary, it was left to 
Jaggatseat as a mutual friend to settle what we should receive, 
whose determination was that we should immediately be paid one 
half, two thirds in money and one third in jewels, plate and goods, 
knd that the otlier half should be discharged within three years at 
three equal and annual jiaymtmts. 

I have just had advice of Surajah Dowla’s being taken near 
Rajahmaul in a distressed condition with hardly cloaths to his 
back, such is the misery he has been reduced to by his injuries 
to the English and b\’ a general course of folly and wickedness 
throughout the short time he has reigned. Our victory is very 
complete, and the present Nabob seems happily settled in his 
government and with universal approbation. My presence there- 
fore in this quarter I imagine will not be required much longer. 
When you have thoroughly considered the critical situation the 
Company’s affairs were in on this Establishment after the taking 
of Chandernagore and the nice and important game that was to 
be played with the late Nabob, I flatter myself you will alter the 

« ntiments you are pleased to express in your late letters with 
gard to my having kept the troops here. I cannot at this time 
reply to those letters, nor even acquaint you what are received, as 
all my papers are left at Chandernagore. 
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I am now using my utmost endeavours to secure Monsieur 
Laws and his party who are still at Patna. The French I spoke 
of in the action were some fugitives, who had assembled at 
Sydabad under Monsieur Sinfrry, late secretary of Chandernagore, 
and who advised, and I und. rstand !iad the principal hand in, 
burning nnd ilostroying ('tH.-^imbuzar J^'actorv. 

T must ac<^[u:dnt yo’i that I left Chandernagore 

letters arrived from th' \;n)ii . lesiring ' )• iriendsliip, for that he 
would engage to enter the Pio\ iuc(‘ witu 15 ),ooo Marattas and 
make good Ic -is dnnh'le of all fht loc;pes ve had sustained: that 
a=- we were i v)werlul ir diips we mighi * « .p out the F*rench by 
Gea, and he would tal care to do it :»y land. In answer I have 
jusf wrote him of )iu .-..ici uss, ..nd Jaffir Ally Cawm is in 
peaceful f>ossession of tlv' kingdt-p'. and will duly pay him the 
choiit^ 

Thi‘ laiv' Nabob's hitherto prevented any pass- 

ing through Cultat'k, but now I hope th(‘y will meet no further 
impediment, jagg.itscat has j^romised me to forward this safely 
to your hands. In a few days I expect to have an opportunity of 
addressing the t 'ourt of Directors by a twenty-gnn ship dispatched 
from hence. 

1 have, &c. t\:c., Rouert C live. 

p.S. — Surajah Dowla arrived in the cily the 2ricl at night and 
was immediately^ dispatched having created some commotions 
in the army by the letters ho wrote on the road to the several 
jemidurs. Monsieur Laws and his party came as far as Rajamaiil 
to his assistance, and were within three hours* march of him when 
he was taken. A party of the Nabob’s horse and foot, followed 
by some of our military and scapoys arc gone after the F rench, and 
I hope will gicc a good account of them. Goiizeoden Cawn and 
the Mogul's son arc come down to Halabass and the Nabob of 
Owde with a numerous army is within seven coss of them. It*s 

expected every hour to hear of a battle or compromise. 

Rouert Clive. 


* The tax or blackmail levied by the Marathas. 

- According to other accounts, he was killed on July 4 . 
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493. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, Fort William, 
and the two Admirals, dated 2 July, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — I have received the letter you did me the honour 
to write. Whatever merit may be due to me in this affair is 
overpaid by the notice you have taken of it. I shall not 
fail to acquaint the officers with your sentiments of their be- 
haviour. 

In my last I informed you the Nabob was fully confirmed and 
proclaimed Suhah of the three Provinces, and to-day he sends 
presents to the two Admirals and President. 

Surajah Dowlat will be in the City this evening ; the Nabob who 
is a humane, generous and honest Prince, intends only to confine 
him and to allow him all the indulgence which a prison can 
admit of. 

Yesterday we began to embark the tn asure in boats, and in two 
days shall despatch under a proper guard, 75 lack, two-thirds of 
the sum stipulated to be paid in ready money off hand, 33 J belong 
to the Company, i6i\ to the navy and army, 16 J to the private 
Europeans, and 9 to the Blacks. 

I must therefore request the favour of Admiral Watson to send 
the boats of the squadron as far as Nudia to escort the treasure to 
Calcutta, our whole force being necessary here on many occasions ; 
our guard wall conduct them as far as that place, and deliver over 
the charge of the treasure to the commanding officer of the boats 
as soon as he arrives ; each boat contains one lack in a large chest, 
nailed down and sealed. 


494. Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, Fort William, 
dated Muxadavad, 4 July, 1757. 

Gentlemen, — Surajah Dowlat is no more. The Nabob would 
have spared him, but his 'son Miran and the great men thought 
mis death necessary for the peace of the country, as on his approach 
to the city, the jemidars grew mutinous. He was publickly buried 
at Cooshe Baug yesterday morning. 
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495. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Admiral Watson, 

dated 7 July, 1757. 

It was fortunate Surajah Dowlat was taken at Rajamaul, for 
Mr. Laws and his party arps^ed there a few hours after. The 
Nabob has sent forces* and I likewi«'.: haM* sent a detachment of 
militiiry and seapuyii aflei hnr! 

496. Letter from ( . k/. i CL it lo Ai. fcoh /<:■, dated Muxadavad, 

I >57. 

^IK, — As ihe Country peonle :ire i- .)• become your enemies, 
and orders are ^one everywiiete intercept your passage, and 
myself ha\(* sent j»artu''’ )ii .p -s| of von. and orders are gone to 
Ivarunarain the iWiih of Patna to s< i/e you if you pursue that road, 
you must be setisible if \oi; fal' l/ito their hands you cannot expect 
to hnd them a generous enem\. If, tiieretorc, you have any 
n^grird for the ineii und(‘r \f)ur command, I would recommend 
you to treat with us, from whom you ir.oy expect the most favour- 
able terms in my power to grant. 

I have the honour to be, (S:c. S:c, 

497. Letter from Select Committee, lori William, to Secret Committee, 
London, dated 14 July, i 757 - 

Honourable Sirs, — i. Wo have given you a full account of 
the state of these Province.^ and our transactions to the 26th of 
March, triplicate of which advices were forwarded by His Majesty’s 
sloop of war, the Kin^ Fisher. 

2. This letter is purposely to acquaint you of a happy revolution 
in the Government of this kingdom in favour of Jaffir Aly Khan, 
of the part we took in this affair, and our motives for it, and of 
the advantages obtained by espousing the present Subah's cause 
and placing the sway in his hands. 

3. On the first of May Collonel Clive laid before us two letters 
he had received from Mr. Watts dated the 26th and 28th of April in 
which after some observations on the strangeness of the Nabob’s 
behaviour, and that all degrees of people were persuaded he would 
break with us upon the first favourable opportunity, he proceeds 
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to inform the Collonel that Jaffir Aly Khan had sent for Coja 
Petrouse and given him to understand that most of the Nabob’s 
principal officers were tired of his government and ready to desert 
him and set up another, if we would countenance and support the 
confederacy with the assistance of our troops ; that if we approved 
of this scheme he desired our demands of what monies, lands, &c. 
would induce us to engage in the business. In the last of the 
above mentioned letters Mr. Watts repeats his apprehensions of 
the Nabob's design to break the treaty he made with us, urges a 
speedy answer might be sent to Jaffir Aly Khan's proposal, and 
gives it as his opinion the project was feasible and might be exe- 
cuted without much difficulty. 

4. As a proposition of this importance reejuired our most serious 
consideration, we accordingly debated maturely the consequences 
of embracing this offer, and whether it should be accepted or 
declined. After a long consultation in which every reason for and 
against the scheme was collected and deliberately argued on, it 
was the unanimous sense of the Committee that a revolution in 
the Government (whatever hands it fell int(^) would be advantageous 
to the English, that there could be no hurt in trying to effect it, 

• as our good understanding with Seraja Dowla was extremely 
I)recarious, and a rupture with hina universally expected as soon 
as the squadron and army left us, and that, by joining Jaffir Aly 
Khan to supplant him, we should obtain in all probability very 
beneficial terms for the C'ompany as well as live free of any appre- 
hensions from the country government. Hut as these general 
reasons w'ould not have justified our embarking the Company in 
such an undertaking and hazarding a breach with Seraja Dowla 
after concluding the Peace we did, we think it necessary to recite 
at large our motives for engaging in a confederacy to change the 
government, and doubt not they will be esteemed sufficient by 
our Employers to vindicate our proceedings. 

5. First it was evident to us from the whole tenour of the 
Nabob’s behaviour since the Peace, that we could not possibly 

f ely on his friendship, and* that the treaty made with him would 
oon be violated when once he thought himself superior to us in 
strength. His delay in performing the agreement, many of the 
Articles being at that time as far from being compleated as at first. 
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the evasion of giving us any satisfaction for the losses suffered by 
our inhabitants through Monickchund’s means, the small sum of 
money which was pretended to be given credit for in his Sir carry 
being scarce a tenth part of the loss sustained by the Europ>eans 
alone, with several other p.irts of hi? conduct were so many 
convincing proofs that liis fi a-ndship \ as iinsincere and that he 
could not abide* by his tn wliK-h ih'- ox'gency of his situation 
alone inclined him t* -ke. 

0. Secondly, there w.l,. llie greatest rea-:-!* to imagine he was an 
utter enemy to the 1 niglish :-.nd private! . endeavouring to bring 
in the Frei.( ii wni, promise? oi • e .ncjn against us. We 
were confirmed in this opinion fjoin t’\ ,viv:it aversion he showed 
£o our moh'-'t ing th' lotnch ei ‘ h ind' ^n igore, his espousing and 
piolecting Monsieur Law and hw p.rty after that place was 
taken, his keeping them in h- pa}, and the certain intelligence 
we ha\e received from all <|uarters of his writing fru]uently to 
Monsienr BousstS =.('nding hnn huge presents and inviting him to 
inarch this way . this was so notorious that it was pvblickly talked 
(jf and known, his coasids passing almost daily through Ballasore, 
and but a few dav^s before some elephants and ^^cerpaws arrived at 
that place within passage to Monsieur Bousse’s camp. 

7. Lastly, there was great room to think he did not mean well 
by the orders he had given to fortifye Ciitwali, and the removing 
of Suffras Cawn’s family from Dacca into Pooianer* tl^e interrup- 
tions our boats and people met with in theii way to Cossinibuzar 
contrary to the treaty of Peace, with many actions of the same 
nature which put it beyond all doubt that his dislike and jealousie 
of our nation was rooted, and that he would not miss any oppor- 
tunity of ruining our affairs and extirpating the English out of his 
country ; it was therefore but common prudence to prevent our 
own ruin, \> hich could not be done so effectually any other way 
than by divesting the Nabob of the power of hurting us. 

8. Another inducement to undertake this affair was the uni- 
versal hatred of all sorts and conditions of men to Seraja Dowla, 
the affection of his army alienated from him by his ill usage of the 
officers, and a revolution so generally wished for, that it is probable 
it would be attempted (and perhaps successfully) even without our 
assistance, in which case it would have availed us but little, 
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whereas by countenancing the confederacy and supporting it with 
our whole force we might make our own terms, benefit our 
Employers both by present and future advantages, do a general 
good, procure some satisfaction to the inhabitants of our Colony 
for their heavy losses in the capture, establish the tranquillity of 
the country, and by that means open a greater currency than ever 
to our business, and lastly cut off the expectation of the French 
and keep them totally out of these dominions. 

9. Motives so interesting and founded upon the prime law of 
self-preservation determined us to embrace the proposal made by 
Jaffir Aly Khan, provided adequate terms were granted in con- 
sideration of entering into a fresh war with the Nabob, whose 
consequence must have proved very detrimental to our affairs, if 
the success of it had not been answerable to our expectations. 
Accordingly after some consideration the following demands were 
esteemed equitable and reasonable to be asked, viz., that our 
phirmaund and the priviledges acquired by the treaty with Seraja 
Dowla be confirmed and })unctually cornp)lyed with ; that restitu- 
tion be made of the Company’s whfjle loss, and the loss of the 
European inhabitants of Calcutta ; that our bounds be augmented; 
that we have liberty to fortifye Cossimbuzar ; that an offensive 
and defensive alliance be made against all enemies of both parties, 
as w^ell Europeans as others, and that the French be not p)ermitted 
to resettle in these provinces ; that the Moors do not fortifye 
within twenty miles of the riverside from Hughly down to Ingellie; 
and that the revenues of a certain tract of land be made over and 
assigned to us in consideration of our maintaining a good body4bf 
troops. These terms were accordingly transmitted to Mr. Watts 
to get Jaffir Aly Khan to assent to them. 

10. On the 17th May Collonel Clive laid before us a letter from 
Mr. Watts with such Articles of agreement as Jaffir Aly Khan’s 
confident had assured him would be accepted of, and requesting 
that if they were approved of by the Admiral and Committee they 
might be engrossed in cypher, signed and sealed by them, and 
||eturned to him to get them executed by Jaffir Aly Khan. As 
those Articles were greatly more advantageous for the Company 
than the terms we ha<!^ demanded there could be no objection to 
them on our part. They were accordingly approved of and 
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ordered to be engrossed with some alterations relating to the 
satisfaction of private sufferers. The substance of them you will 
find in the translate of the Persian treaty herewith transmitted 
for your observation. 

11. In <n'der to prevent the least suspicion of what we were 
doing, our trorip-, weu .)r cared iniM ^juarters, part of them in 
Calt'uttri aifid pari in i iiaiuif'rnagf * .o d the Nabob wrote to 
(agreeable to Jattu \. . Ivlui . s r-d^ in > n dl liii> army encamped 
at Plassey and r>.iiivi])0(<-. 

12. ^^alt1 r« heijic ulsanccd ihu- lar, it ' /as next judged proper to 

obtain if p^r^^iblc > per^^onal c»>ntro • > bfivv-'cn Jaftir Aly Khan 
and some person of tnist and • onfid. a >• (Ui our part. To effect 
this withoM alariii ng ^hr o’ -n^,'^ i(>ns, it was proposed for 

I lie C'ollonel to send llie Nai oh :i 1. io.r by Mr. Scrafton’s hands 
acquainting him that he bin! a- affair id' consequence to conviuni- 
calr, liy w'hich m. aub Mr. '^. raftoii ?nighl have an opportunity of 
seeing jailir Al\ Klmi and coaf r with him on the plan of 
Operations foi < .wciuing onr project, to assure him of our attach- 
ment to his interest, and to use Ins endeavours to get such sci'urity 
as could w'ell In* given without discovering tlu* scheme. 

13. On the iqth May the treaty being engrossed in the manner 
Mr. Watts had requested, it was signed and sealed by the 
Admiral and the mom])ers of the Committee. 

14. From that time till the iith June, the Colloncl received 
several letters from Mr. Watts conhrming us in the opinion w^e 
had conceived of the Nabob's writing to Monsieur Boiisse to march 
tl|is way and extirpate the English. These letters likewise gave 
a detail of the progress of our negotiation with Jaftir Aly Khan, 
who on the 5th ultimo signed, sealed, and solemnly swore in the 
presence of Mr. W'atts to abide by the treaty he had made with 
the Englisli, rmd to perform punclually the agreement on his par' 
as soon as lie was in possession of the Snhahship. 

15. Mirza Omar Beg on the nth ultimo arrived at the French 
Gardens where wc assembled a Committee and had the treaty in 
Persian executed by Jaftir Aly Khan delivered us by the above 
mentioned person, wdio gave us the greatest assurance of his 
friendship and esteem for the English ; that there would be very 
little difficulty in effecting a change of government, and that w; 
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might depend upon it, Jaffir Aly Khan would be punctual in 
performing every Article of his agreement. 

16. Mr. Watts his letters all urging the immediate march of 
our troops towards Muxadavad, and the Committee for many 
reasons judging it best to lose no time, as this appeared the most 
favourable conjuncture we could have to succeed in our enterprise, 
and as a delay might not only produce a discovery of our con- 
federacy and consequently the ruin of our project but would 
greatly diminish our strength, while the Nabob would have time 
to augment his army by calling in his troops from all quarters and 
enlisting others, it was therefore resolved to st‘t out immediately, 
and on the 13th of June our troops began their march. 

17. On the 19th or 20th June Cutwah town and fort (a 
strong place) was taken by our troops, where the Collonel re- 
mained two or three days to get some advice or letter from Jaffir 
Aly Khan, having received but one in his w'ay up. The 26th June 
we had the pleasure to receive a letter from him w'ith the news of 
a compleat victory obtained over Seraja Dow’la in the plains of 
Plassy, his whole army and himself being fled, and we in possession 
of his camp, ordnance, <S:c., that Jafik Aly Khan, Roydoolub and 
Luttee Cawn had observed a neutrality during the engagement 
and were wath the Collonel at the time of writing of his letter. 

18. On the 29th w’e received the agreeable news of Jaffir Aly 
Khan’s being in possession of the city and kilu of Muxadavad, that 
Seraja Dowla had withdrawn privately, but it was not doubted 
would be soon taken, and that Mohunloll was prisoner at the city. 
In a letter of the 30th June Collonel Clive acquainted us of his 
having seated Jaffir Aly Khan in the }niiss 7 ind, and that he had 
received the homages of his ):cmindars and people as Subah of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa. 

ig. We now beg leave to congratulate you. Honourable Sirs, 
and the Company on our success in this important business and 
the happy change of government established in these dominions 
so fortunately and speedily, Our loss has been but very trifling, 
l^ot above twenty Europeans being killed and wounded. 

20. The advantages of the treaty made with the present Nabob 
are too apparent to want any comment, if the terms are punctually 
complied with which we have not the least reason to doubt. But 
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we must take the liberty to recommend to your serious considera- 
tion, the preservation of the grants and priviledges acquired by 
this revolution, which can be done only by keeping up a large 
body of troops in the country. As it is the Company’s interest to 
exert theTiisclvcs on this occasion, \vc make no doubt you will 
immediately enlist and .T.t'nd out a snibcient number of recruits 
to make a respectable giiriison in Boi; all. which should consist of 
a body of two thou ',riiM Europeans ai i t ; which expences we 
think will be overpaid by tlje advantage -if (lur acquisitions. We 
flatter oursi lves tiiirefore you wnll net on .»nv account neglect the 
Sending siu li a b* 'cly of EuroptjaTi - .u we have mentioned to 
be necessary. This we me 01 o])’ni.»n will be the only method of 
^ pro\(mting ai futni ' ih* » ni.K./a( hnienr of the country government, 
to make our fneiulshi]^ and ulliai.ci c' urtcd, to carry on our trade 
on the securest footing, aiul upixc^c the resettlement ^ the 
I'reiich in these provinces. 

21. If poll exaniii.iiig the Proasury, Koydoolub pretended there 

was but one (/Omc, and tifty hutch of rupees in ballance. This 
obliged C'olloncl C'live to go to the City himself in order to be near 
the Nabob. letter of the joth ultimo informs us, to put an 

end to all heart-burnings and jealousies between us and the Nabob, 
he agreed to refer the affair to Juggutseat's arbitration, that the 
Nabob and he accordingly went there and after some consideration 
Juggetseat desired the Collonel would not insist Immediately on 
the full payment of the sums stipulated in the treaty, but that 
half should be made good without delay in money and jewels, the 
other half to be paid in three years at three annual and equal 
payments. These terms the Collonel consented to as they were 
better than he expected, considering *the lowness of the Nabob’s 
Treasury. Since which learn that one-third in specie of the 
whole was actually embarking on boats for Calcutta. 

22. But as the bad consequences of deferring the payment of 
any part of the money appeared to us too evident to be allowed of 
if it could be avoided, we have wrote the Collonel our sentiments 
thereon and desired the Gentlemen of the Select Committee 
who are at Muxadavad to use their best endeavours to obtain 
immediate payment, but, if that is not to be done, to get some 
good security from the Nabob to abide by his contract i th^t 
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tor our parts we should prefer Jiiggutseat’s engaging to see it 
punctually mack* good, and next to that security a mortgage of 
such lands contiguous to Calcutta whose revenues will be equal to 
the sum to be received by us annually. 

23. Having given you, Honourable Sirs, a very particular 
detail of (Uir transactions since engaging in the confederacy to set 
up Jafiir Aly Khan, we have reason to Hatter ourselves you will 
apj)rove of our cc)nduct through the whole of this nice but 
necessary step. 

24. Mr. Manningham is gone uj» to Miixadavad to assist in 
hastening the completion of the treaty and seUling such matters 
as relate to the mercantile ]Kirt of it. 

25. By a letter from (,'ollonel ('luc* il.ited the 3olh June late at 
night, w'e learnt that Si*raja Dowla was taken, and by another 
letter of the 4tli instant, we are informed of his being cut off by 
Jaffir Aly Khan’s son and othe rs. 

26. Tranquillity being established by tlu* (‘hange* we have 
advised of, peopK-’s minds mon' at easi , and no apj^rehensions 
of trouble from the Government remaining, we have begun the 
purchase of this yc'ar's investnu*nt by sending money to the 
different aurun^s, and hope with the assistance of the goods 
received from Seraja Dowla at our Subordinates and aitriin^s to 
be able to send the Company a handsome return from this 
Presidency. 

27. As the sum of mcmey to be received from the Nabob, even 
if Juggutseat's determination is to stand good, will greatly exceed 
our demands for the investment, w’e ])urpose to ad\'iirtisc that all 
interest ncjtes will be discharijed upon being tendered, and that in 
case the proprietors do nut sue for ])ayrncnt before the ist day of 
October next, the interest will cease from that day. This will 
ease the Company of a very heavy burden, and w'c hope will 
prove very agreeable new's. In this place w'e must beg leave to 
remark that by Juggutseat’s determination the Company are to 
receive for three years sujocessively the sum of sixteen laacks and 

ftwo -thirds of rupees in specie wdiich, with the sale of your annual 
imports and the amount of bills of exchange that w e shall be under 
a necessity-of granting, wall be full sufficient, w^e imagine, for the 
respective investments of these three years without obliging the 
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Company to run the risque of any bullion for the supply of the 
Presidency till that term of years is expired. 

28. These advices are dispatched in triplicates to the Select 
Committee of Bombay to k forwarded to Europe by the quickest 
conveyances either b> shipjurtg or by land We shall endeavour 
to send copies to Foit Sunt Gcoip fo b<* foi warded from thence 
to Europe, and shdl disi^rch th< hu Lui schooner about the 
middle of next nw^^ilh dirutl^ iiome another copy of this 
pacquet, by whu h means we hope tlif \ ompany will get the 
intelligen* t of \^lMt has happened v l'»i i.gall before the ships of 
next season lea\e England 

29. Sinre wiiti ig fr tht money from Muxadavad is 

a lived. 

Wc are, \c. d.c., RoG) r Dc h , Riciisrd Bechlr. 


498. Exhaih pom a uthr from Admiral Watson to John 
Chvdandf Esq.^ dated 16 jHly, 1757, 

By Captain Toby of the Kingfisher sloop, I informed you in 
a letter dated the 14th Apnl of the surrender of the Town and 
Fort of Chandernagore, and in the same letter I took notice of the 
great reluctance the Nabob Suraja Dowla shewed to comply with 
the Articles of the Peace, on which subject many letters passed 
between us ; in most of them he never failed to be very liberal in 
his promises, but that was all that could be obtained from him. 
These delays to the final execution of the Peace was in effect the 
same to the commerce of the kingdom as if none had been 
concluded, and the leading men at the Nabob’s Court knowing his 
faithless disposition, and perceiving no probabihty of an established 
peace in their country while he continued in the Govemment* 
began to murmur, and entered into a confideracy to divest him of it* 
Among these was Jaffier Ally Cawn, who was one of his principal 
generals and held several other considerable employments, but he 
having been greatly disgusted at the Nabob’s repeated ill trait* 
ment became very zealous in the confederacy against him, and 
communicated the design to Mr. Watts, the second in Council of 
this place, ^ by whose letters of the 26th and 28th of ^ril, Hbo 
i Le., CslcttUa or Fort WilUsm. 
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Committee was informed of this affair, which was debated with 
all the attention and circumspection that was passible, and after 
maturely examining into the l>ehaviour of the Nalx>b, who so far 
from complying with th<‘ Articles of the 1‘racc he had so solemnly 
sworn to ol^sene that he would not ix rinit u*^ to pul a gams^>n 
into Cossimbu^ar, and had gi\en strut orders luit to suffer even 
a pound of powder or ball to pass up the river. These measures 
added to the certain acrount'v we received of his having invited 
Mr. Kusscy, the French commanding officer in the province of 
Golconda to join him with all the tn»<i|>s In- could bring, gave us 
ver^’ little reason to U‘lie\c he had any intention to continue even 
on peaceable terms with us hmger than he thought huiisclf unable 
to engage in a war against 

» « « « * 

It w’as therefon* judged .ui\isaMo tt> jom JafBer Ally 

C'awn with our lnx>ps, such a step ap^K-aring the m^vst effectual 
way of establishing a Peace in the country, and M.*ttltng the 
English on a gcKKi and «uj1u 1 fouiulation. This Inung res*4\i*d on 
find the incUj 6 ed Artich s agreed l*». our army man bed the 13 th of 
last month from Chand'Tiiagore towards i ^jssimhu/ar ; and in 
order that rolonel should have many Iuirt>|>eans with him 

as possible 1 agr*fd to garriMm ( handf'riiag*‘re and U* wrnd up 
with him on the e\[kdition, a lieuti nani, v’\en midshipmen, and 
fifty seamen, to M*r\e as gunners. 1 also oidered the twx-nly-gun 
ship to anchor al>o\e liuglcy to keep the < ommunicattons open 
w'ith the Colonel. 


He ahe Nawabi w'as joined by hfty Freruh tr«H>ps who worked 
his artillery, and by the most authenlick accounts his army 
consisted of about twenty thous^iml fighting men. exclusive of 
those under the < ommand of Jaffier Aliy t'awn and Roy DuUuh 
jdjfj did not act against us. The number killed tn the enemy's 
flmp were few, as they only stfsxl a cannonading. NVe had 
about nineteen Europeans killed and wounded, and thirty 


The jotb late at night, a letter came from the Colonel, adviaiitg 
that Sutaja Oowda was taken prisoner, and, on the 4th instant, 
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he acquainted the Committee of his being put privately to death 
by Jaflier Ally Cawn’s son and his party. The Nabob’s Treasury 
was found very short of expe» tation. 

Mr. bo was the French Chuff at Cossiinbuzar, and who had 

collected near two liMndred French Enrra^ean troops, was coining 
to the assistance of ihc laic Sabd:), and was within a few hours* 
march of hiin wh</n he was taken pri^:»MrT. which Mr. Law hear- 
ing of he advanced nc furtlicr. 

' 40<>. I.cUa from Vr. hith Diti-c •>/ Xewca^tlc, dated 22 Jaly, 
*7.V» Friday, 10 o*clvck, 

Mr. Ditts’ compliments r'lt Duke of Newcastle and bes the 
pleasure of informing His (»racc ihc.t Admiral Watson has retaken 
Calcutta, and h is also tak.*n Hughley. 

500. LciUr frirtn A/t'vsri. ( live I'-c., to the Scent Committee^ London^ 
dated Muxadavad, 25 /«(>*, 1757- 

Hosoi RMU.K SiKs.- The above letter has been sent us from 
Call utta to forwarded via Homba\ to your Honors. We have 
little a<ld thereto further than to explain more fully the nature 
of our treaty with Jaftier Ally Khan, the Articles of which are viar. : 

Confirmation of the treaty w'ith Surajud Dowla ; that his enemies 
shall Ix^ ours, our enemies his: the brench, their Factories and 
effects shall lx* delivered up. and they never permitted to settle in 
these provinces ; 

For losses sustained by the Couipany at Calcutta one crore of 
rupees. 

Iv'Topean inhabitants fifty laak : 

Armenians seven taak : 

Natives and others twenty laak ; 

Tract of land from Calcutta to Culpee to be made over to the Com- 
pany, they paying the revenues as fixed in the Government’s Books » 
Lands w^ilhin the Morattac Ditch and six hundred yards without 
it to be given up to the Company. 

The Moors not to fortify below Hughly. 

As the Nabob’s treasures have appeared to us to be uiBnHdy 
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$bort of what they were reported, and that he could not pay the 
whole without distressing his affairs, we agreed to refer it to 
Juggutseat and his brother who decided that one half should be 
paid down in money and jewels, and the other half in three years at 
one third each year. 

As the Nabob passed his word to us that the state of his 
treasury would not admit of his paying any more at present, we 
thought it better to rest satisfyed with the half than to disgust or 
distress him by insisting on any further part. 

The first half we have received. We are settling the remaining 
Articles of the treaty as expeditiously as w e can for the Honourable 
Company. 

We beg leave to congratulate you, Honourable Sirs, and the 
Company on this happy event, and are w'ith the greatest respect, 

Honourable Sirs, <S:c tVc., Robert Clive, William Watts, 
C. Manningham. 

501. Letter from Colonel Clive to Secret Committee^ London, dated 
Mnxadavad, 26 July, I757-^ 

‘Honourable Sirs, — By the Kin^i>fiUicr sloop of w^ar under 
date i6th April I gave you an account of the taking of Chander- 
nagore. The subject of this address is an event of much higher 
importance, no less than the entire overthrow^ of Nabob Suraja 
Dowda and the placing of Jaffeir Ally Cawn on the throne. I 
intimated in my last how’ dilatory Surajah Dowda appeared in 
fulfilling the Articles of the treaty. This disposition not only 
continued, but w^e discovered that he was designing our ruin by a 
conjunction with the French. * To this end, Monsieur Busie was 
pressingly invited to come into the Province and Monsieur Laws 
of Cossimbuzar (who before had been privately entertained in his 
service) was ordered to return from Patna. About this time some 
of ]|i s principal officers made. overtures to us for dethroning him. 

head of these was Jaffeir Ally Cawn, then Buxey to the army, 
a man as generally esteemed as the other was detested. As we 
had reason to believe the disaffection pritty general, we soon entered 

^ This closely resembles Clive’s letter to the Select Committee, Fort St. George 
of July 2 . 
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into engagements with Jaffeir Ally Khan to put the crown on 
his head All necessary preparations being compleated with the 
utmost secrecy, the army consisting of about i,ooo Europeans and 
2,000 seepoys with eight pieces of canritm marched from Chander- 
nagore, the 13th June, and arrived the iMth at Cutwaw Fort which 
was taken without opposition. The -«nd in the evening we 
crossed the river, and landing: on the ib' ind,* marched straight ftn: 
Placis Grove where we arriv'e<^ by on*, a tlie morning. At dbjiy 
break we discovered the Nabob's ;um\ a ‘ving towards u$, con* 
sisting as we since found of about 15,000 horse and 35,000^0^ 
with upwanls of 40 pieces of v anniJii. 1 hey approached apacet 
and by six began the attack with <i number of heavy cannon 
supported b^ their whole arnn, and < ontinued to play on us vciy 
briskl} for several hours, diuing which our situation was of the 
utmost service to us, beinir lodged in a large grove surrounded 
With good mud hanks. To sue ceed in an attempt on their cannon 
was next to impossible, as the} were planted m a manner round 
us, and at a considerable distance from each other ; we therefore 
remained quiet in our post in expectation of a successful! attack 
upon their camp at night. About noon the enemy drew off theii 
artillery and retired into their camp, being the same w'hich Roy- 
dulub had left but few' days before, and which he had fortified 
with a good ditch and breastwork. We immediately sent a 
detachment accompanied wuth tw'o field pieces to take possession of 
a Tank with high banks w^hich was advanced about three hundred 
yards beyond our grove and from whence the enemy had consider- 
ably annoyed us with some cannon managed by Frenchmen. 
This motion brought them out a second time, but, on finding them 
make no great effort to dislodge us, we proceeded to take possession 
of one or tv\ o more eminences lying very near an angle of their camp; 
from whence and an adjacent eminence still in their possession 
they kept a smart fire of musketry upon us. They made several 
attempts to bring out their cannon, but our advanced field piec^iss 
played so warmly and well upion them that they were always 
drove baclf. The horse exposing themselves a good deal on this 
occassioa many of them were killed, and among the rest four or five 
officers of the first distinction, by which the whole army being 
Le , the island of Cossunbasax, 
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visibly dispirited and thrown into some confusion we were 
encouraged to storm both the eminence and the angle of their 
camp, which were carried at the same instant with little or no 
loss, though the latter was defended (exclusive of blacks) by fortj 
French and two pieces of cannon, and the former b} a large body 
of blacks both foot and horse. On this a general rout ensued and 
we pursued the cnem} si\ miles, passing upwards of forty pieces of 
cannon thej had abandoned* with an infinite number of hackanei^ 
and carriages filled with baggage of all kind Suraja Dowla 
escaped on a camel, and reaching Muxada\ad earl} the next 
morning dispatched awa\ what jewels and treasure he con\enientl} 
could, and he himself followed at midnight with onl} two or three 
attendants. 

It’s computed there were killed of the enem} about 500. 
Our loss amounted to only 22 kilkd and 50 wounded and those 
chiefly blacks. During the warmest part of the action we 
observed a large body of troops hovering on our right, who proved 
to be our friends, but as thev never discovered themselves bv an} 
signal whatever we frequentl} fired on them to make them keep 
tljeir distance. When the battle w is over thev sent a con- 
gratulator} message and encamped in our neighbouihood that 
night. The next moining Jaifeir Alh Khan paid me a visit and 
expressed much gratitude for the service done him, assuring me 
in the most solemn manner that he would faithfully perform his 
engagements to the English He then proceeded to the City 
which he reached some hours before Surajah Dowla left it. 

As immediatel} on Surajah Dowla’s flight Jaffeir Ally Khan 
found himself in peaceable p9ssession of the palace and City, I 
encamped without to prevent the inhabitants from being plundered 
or disturbed, first at Maudipoor and afterwards at the French 
Factor} at Sydabad. However I sent forward Messrs. Watts and 
Walsh to inquire into the state of the Treasur} and inform me 
wh^t was transacting at the palace. By their representations I 
SMV found it necessary for me to be present on many accounts. 
Accordingl} the 29th I entered the city with a guard of 200 
Europeans and 300 seepoys and took up my quarters m a spacious 
house and garden near the palace. The same evening I waited 
on Jaflir Ally Khan, who refused seating himself on the nmmd 
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till placed on it by me, which done he received homage as 
Nabob frgm all his courtiers. The next morning he retnriMd 
my visit, when after a good deal of discourse on the situation of 
his affairs I recommended to him to consult Juggutseat on all 
occasions w'ho, as a man of sense ind by far of the greatest 
property among all hi<» su ijects, would ,'.ve him the best advice 
for settling the Kingdom in f^eace and se^ ii»*ity. On this he pit>* 
posed that we should imniediitely s(*t uit together to visit him, 
which hem complied with, solemn <*n a/eirients were entered 
into by the three parlies for a ^triit unmn and mutual support of 
each others intercsi. Juggutseat then undertook to use his whole 
interest at Delhi, whuh is rtrtiinK vtry considerable, to get the 
Nabob acknowledged by thf and our late giants confirmed* 

likewise procure for us ai v other phirmaunds we might have 
occasion for. 

The substance of the treat} with the present Nabob is, vtz, 

is/, — C onhrmation of the Mint and all other grants and 
priviledges in the treaty with the late Nabob. 

2nJ , — An alliance offensive and defensive against all enemies 
w^hatever. 

3rd. — The French Factories and effects to be delivered up, and 
the} never permitted to rcbcttlc in any nf tht thrte Provinces. 

4//i. — One hundred lack of rupees to be paid to the Company 
in consideration of their losses at Calcutta and the expences of 
the campaign. 

5//i. — Fifty lack of rupees to be given to the English sufferers at 
the loss of Calcutta. 

6 th. — Twent} lack to JentooSf Mpors, &c., black sufferers at the 
loss of Cakutta. 

7/A.*- Seven lack to the Armenian suflerers These three last 
donations to be distributed at the pleasure of the Admiral and the 
gentlemen of Council including me. 

8/A. — The entire property of all lands within the Morratta Diteh 
which runs round Calcutta to be vested in the Company, also six 
hundred yards all round w'ithout the said Ditch. 

9/A. — The Company to have the zemmtndarry of the cotuttiy to 
the south of Calcutta lying between the lake^ and river and 
1 Now known as the Salt Lakes 
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ing as far as Culpee, they paying the customarj’ rents paid by 
former zcmmindars to the Government. 

loth , — Whenever the assistance of the English troops shall be 
wanted their extraordinary’ charges to be paid by the Nabob. 

11 th . — No forts to be erected by the Government on the river 
side from Hughly downwards. 

12 th . — The foregoing articles to be performed without delay as 
soon as Jaffeir Ally Khan becomes Subah. 

On examining the Treasury there w^ere found about 150 lack of 
rupees, wdiich being too little to answ'er our demjnds, much less 
leave a sufficiency for the Nabob’s necessary disbursements, it 
was referred to Juggutseat as a mutual friend to settle w’hat pay- 
ment should be made to us, who accordingly determined that we 
should immediately receive one-half of our demand, tw'o-thirds in 
money and one-third in gold and silver plate, jew^els and goods, 
and that the other half should be discharged in three years, at 
three equal and annual payments. 

The part to be paid in ready money is received and safely arrived 
at Calcutta, and the goods, jew’els, l\:c., are now’ delivering over to 
us ; the major part of these will be bought back by the Nabob for 
ready money, and on the remaining part there will be little or no 
loss. A large proportion w’as proposed to have been paid us in 
jewels, but as they are not a very saleable article we got the 
amount reduced one-half, and the difference to be made good in 
money. 

It is impossible as yet to form a judgement how much the 
granted lands will produce you, as the Europeans are quite igno- 
rant of the extent of the country" betw’een the river and lake, but in 
order to give you some idea of the value I will venture to estimate 
it at 10 lack per annum. An officer on the part of the Nabob is 
already dispatched to Calcutta to begin the survey in company 
with one of ours. 

, Surajah Dowla was not discovered till some days after his flight, 
hcHplwer he w’as at last taken in the neighbourhood of Rajahmaul 
and brought to Muxadavad the 2nd instant late at night. He 
was immediately cut off by order of the Nabob’s son, and as it is 
said, without the father’s knowledge. Next morning the Nabob 
paid me a visit and thought it necessary to palliate the matter on 
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moti\es of policj, for that Surajah Dow la had on the road wrote 
letters to many of the ^.emidars of the army and occassioncd some 
commotion among them in 1 favour 

Monsieur Liwsand his p rt\ camt lown as far as Rajahmaul to 
Sur ijah Dow la s assistanu ind wer within three hours’ march of 
hiniwhfnlu vastiktn \ ^oo^ i licanl of his misfortune 
the}, returned b for si ma ch*s nd I i i last idMCe had passed 
b\ Patna on th*" )thfi side f th^ m \ party of Luropeans 
and rt i kly dispatc h d '\ in but I am doubtful 

if wt shall be al le t > o\fcitali i i I r the\ get jut of the 
Nabob’s dominion iv I l li i c n ^rott from Ihi. 

Nabob to the \ z f I atn it ’ sti tl tni ill in his power and 
take them prisontrs it po il 1 i mpliinic wit! which I am lu 
impatient cxpictatu n of 

I ui^jht to obs rvt th I 1 r n n I ^pok f in the iction were 
SOUK fugitncs tl rn C 1 mi rni rewh liii isscmbl d itS\dabad 
It was b\ then idMces ind indcc 1 b\ tl ii h u Js th it the Lnglish 
I dCtor\ it Lc ssinibu ii w is burned ind dt stio i d iftcrour Gentle- 
mtn had juitt d it on th i new il f tin. tr ill Ics 

The present N ibob has e\(r} ijpiaiimeof being firmly and 
duribh seited on the tlir ne llie whole tountr} has quictl} 
submitle 1 to him and e\en the apjrehtnsi n A in inroad from 
the side of Delhi is \anishel, s th it this git it revoluti )n, so 
h*appil^ brought about, seems coin j Vat in evir} nspect I per- 
suade mjself the importance rf }oiir possessions now in Bengal 
will determine \ lu to send r it n jt onl) i large and early suppl> 
of tioops and good officer but f cipiblc \oung gentlemen for 
the ci\il br inches of \our business 

I shall shortly hd\e an oppti*^nit\ of writing by an express 
\essel mU nded to be dispatched from t alcutta but for fear of 
accidents I lorward these advice*- by way of Bombay 
I ha\e &c 6lC , Robert Ci ive 

502. Letter from Colond Clue to Alamgtr Sant, King of HtndoOan, 

30 July, 1757 

The English Company were first settled in Bengal by a 
phtrmaund from the great Emperor Allamguire, whom God grwt a 
seat m Paradise, and by the favour of his successors the Company 
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became great merchants, always attending to their trade. The 
Subadars, sensible how much the great wealth brought by us into 
the country contributed to make the country flourish, and to the 
increase of the royal revenues, always encouraged and protected 
them; and this continued till the death of Mahabut Jung^ and 
Calcutta was become a great town and crorcs collected in it. He 
was succeeded by Surajah Dowlat who, even before he had 
received the royal phinnaund, declared war against the English ; 
and, regardless of the representations of Juggiit Seat and Maraja 
Seroop Chund, and of the petition presented him by the English 
Governor, he marched with a numerous army against Calcutta. 
The English, w’ho as merchants were destitute of all implements 
of war, w’ere easily defeated and Surajah Dowlat took and plundered 
Calcutta the 20th June 1756 and all the }^rcat men ajid other 
Englishmen that fell into his hands were by hh orders suffocated 
in one night. Admiral Charles Watson and myself, both servants 
to the King of England, came to re\enge these injuries with a 
powerful army. We repossessed oursehesof the ruins of Calcutta 
and a few days after drove his people from Hughley. Surajah 
Dowdat priding himself in the number of his troops came down 
with a great army against Calcutta, w^hich by the blessing of God 
I defeated the 5th of February 1757. But reflecting how^ injurious 
war w'ould be to your Majesty's dominions, and that it was proper 
to live in love and friendship with the Subahs of these Provinces, 1 
made peace with him and agreed to certain Articles in favour of 
the Company, to the performance of w'hich he swore by God and 
His Prophet, and a few days after broke his oath and joined with 
the enemies of the English to destroy them. I marched my 
forces tow'ards Muxadavad to demand the fulfilling the treaty, and 
wrote to him several times in a friendly way to desire he would 
comply with the Articles he had entered into. He scorned my 
friendship and met me with a numerous army on the plains of 
Placis, over which I, (by the blpssing of God) obtained a compleat 
the 23rd June 1757. He retreated to the City, nor stopt 
there, but continued his flight and was killed by his servants who 
followed him to demand their pay. In the end, by the consent 
of all the greatest men of the city, Meer Jaffeir Cawn Bahadre 

^ Aliverdi Khan. 
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succeeded him, a man just and merciful as his predecessor was 
wicked and cruel. He therefore beseeches your Majesty that 
you will grant him a i^unnud for the Subasktp of these three 
provinces I have joined mm with 25,000 matchless seapey^, 
and if it please God then shall !># nothing wanting to make 
the countrv tlounsh and fht suhj. ct hippv. I kept m} army 
out of tht Citv n M I'cimiti^o ihern t 1 ukrthe Last thing. 1 
am always ready mj lift obt\ \ 1 Majesty’s rorrmands. 

50 ^. Lett > f>on * ' nel ( U e i G i ^in 1 \ natty Prwn Vizver 
of tht rmpitLy daUi^ t i7:)7. 

Ihe dt,stru(ti)ri of CalciuM In ^urajah Dowlat and the 
iruel death of all cur gteat mt is known to th« whole world 
and has undoubtedly been rqii stiiud to Yoirr Excellency. To 
revenge these injuries rus^lf and Vdmiril Charles Watson, 
servants of the King of England and rummanders of his forces, 
came into this country with an armv and ntook the rums of 
Calcutta ^f(w days after we drove Suiajah Dowlat’s jKoplc 
from Hughly, but I alwavs expressed a stron^ desire for peace. 
He priding himself in tht number of his troops came down against 
me, but, by the blessing of God, I defeated his army the sfh 
February 1757, but reflecting how prtjudiciil w ir would be to His 
Majesty’s dominions, and that it was proper to live in friendship 
with the Subah, I made peace with him, and he swore before God 
and His Prophet to certain Articles in favour of the Company. A 
few days afterwards he meditattd by an union with the enemies of 
the English to drive them again from his country, and broke his 
treaty. To procure the execution of the treaty I marched with 
my forces towards his capital I wfote him several times on terms 
of friendship to desire his compliance with it, but he, scorning my 
friendship, met me on the plains of Placis with a numerous army. 
There likewise, by the blessing of God, I entirely defeated hun« 
He fled to the City nor stopt there but continuing bis flight was 
killed. In the end Meer Mahmud Jaffcir Cawn was declared his 
successor with the consent of all the great men, a man good, 
brave, and merciful as his predecessor was wicked and miieL 
He is in hopes by your favour to obtain the sunnud for tlwse 
Provinces. I have joined the Cawn with 25,000 matchless 
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By God’s blessing there will be no endeavours spared to make the 
country flourish. My army halted without the City and no one 
has had cause of complaint. I have wrote these particulars to 
His Majesty and have hopes Your Excellency, who bears the 
burden of his affairs, will present my humble address, and that my 
request will be approved, and that I shall receive a gracious 
phirmawid and hushulhookinn . 

504. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Ornu\ dated 
T Aui^nisi, 1757.' 

, Dear Okme,- - Probably the news overland will reach you 
before this, informing you of the great revolution effected in the 
kingdom of Bengal. This cx])cdilion has perfectly satisfied me as 
to circumstances, and [I] only wait to see everything firmly settled 
before I steer my course for old lingland. So far from being a 
X to your aspiring thoughts, I shall be of great assistance by my 
interest, which you may depcjid upon, 

I am possessed of volumes of materials for the continuance 
of your History, in \Nhich will appear fighting, tricks, chicanery, 
intrigues, politics and the Lord knows what. In short, there will 
be a fine field for you to display your genius in, so 1 shall certainly 
call upon the Coast on my way to England. I have many 
particulars to explain to you relating to this same History which 
must be published. 

■iff Tfi- nr ijf 

505. Extract from general letter from Court of Directors to Council^ 
Fort William, dated 3 August, 1757. 

Paragraph i. On the 4th of /une we received by the ships Edge^ 
:ote and Portfield from Bombay and the Chesterfield from Fort Saint 
jeorge the melancholly news of the loss of Fort William and the 
est of the Company’s Settlements in Bengal. On the 22nd of 
Mr. Holwell, who arriyed at Plymouth in the Syren sloop, 
a most agreeable turn to our thoughts by bringing advice of 
:he recapture of Fort William by Admiral Watson’s squadron and 
the forces under the command of Colonel Clive, &c., &c. 

^ For Orme’s reply, see letter to Clive, dated October 22, 1757 (Orme MSS., 
3 .V,, 293), not included in this Selection. 
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506. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Cltve to Ou Secret Commttim, 
London, dated Muxadaveed, 6 August, 1757. 

Some of burajah Dowla\ letters t ) the French having fallen 
into my hands I enclose a tianslate A them (Paper No, 5)^ just 
to show you the n'^cessttx we were u •! . -ed to of attempting his 
overthrow. I n^jls Ihlly apprized of ail proceedings by means 
of Mr. Watts, w »tlj whom I kef t up a ' 1 1 > full correspondence, too 
voluminous indeed to transmit m»u i ♦ran npt of, at least at this 
opportunit} I must here do th ^ <nin.man the justice to say 
his services at the i>u}f»ar ha\ Ik \try great, as well in pro- 
moting the ruin (•! thr Freiu** m negotiating the treaty with 
[affeir Ally Cawn , Omichunc^ likewise had merited w^ell while 
acting in concert with Mi Watts but I had reason to think his 
intriguing disposition wa*- <ct.rr\ng him too far m the pursuit of 
his private interest there^oit lecommcnded to him a visit of 
devotion to Maldj. He is a person capable of rendering you 
great services while properl} restclktned, therefore not to be 
wholly discarded. 

4 - « ★ « « 

In the Book of country letters ‘ now forwarded are translates of 
those I have wrote to the Nanna of the Marattoes, Salabud Jang 
and the Moghul (Nos. 189 : 200; and 202 -h Some days before my 
setting out on the expedition to Muxadavad arnv^ed letters from the 
Nanna directed to the Governour, desiring the alliance of the 
English and that w^e would enter into no treaty with Surajali 
Dowla, for that he would engage to enter the Province with 150,000 
Marattoes and make good to us dbuble of all the losses we had 
sustained, that as w'e were powerful in ships we might keep out 
the French b} sea and he would take care to do it by land. No 
other use was made of the letter at that time than to send it to 
Surajab Dowla in order to obtain his confidence and pnmdl on 
him to withdraw his army from Placis, where they had been 
camped for some time through mistrust of us. You will obstsrve I 
have wrote to the Nanna of our strict alliance with the pcesflot 
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Nabobs and that I have engaged his promise that the customary 
annual chout shall be dul> paid. 

***** 

The Gentlemen of Fort Saint George have been very urgent 
with me for m\ returning with the troops to the Coast, judging, I 
apprehend, that after the conclusion of the peace with Surajah 
Dowla and the reduction of Chandernagore there was little left to 
be done in Bengal A sufficient knowledge of Surajah Dowla’s 
disposition must have induced another wav of thinking It was 
ver} earl} visible he bore a deep resentment against the English 
and that all his compliances sprung solelv from fear. To have 
weakened our force would have been loosing the reins to his 
malice and insolence The French Subordinates were still to be 
destroyed, and, if possible, themselves totally extirpated from his 
kingdom. Some of the capital points of the treat} were not 
complied with, such ab putting us in possession of the villages, 
admitting the currenc} of our sucas, and lestoring to us such part 
of the plunder of Calcutta as was brought to account in the Strearry 
books. These circumstances, without mention of the alarms of 
Monsieur Bussie s matching this wa} and being joined by the 
Nabob, will shew the nectssity there was for detaining the troops, 
and I flatter m}self the great event which has since happened will 
full} justify m} conduct both to }ou and the Gentlemen of Fort 
Saint George 

# * -t- * * 

I have in all m} letters pressed for a large force to be sent to 
this Settlement, and I don t doubt. Gentlemen, but the importance 
now of >our possessions as well as expectations will induce }OU to 
use your utmost efforts to secure them The Nabob who looks 
upon us as his chief support is very desirous that we should have 
a strong fort and garrison near his capital. Our old Factory at 
Cossimbuzar is improper on many accounts ; Mr. Brohier therefore 
is shortly to come up from Calcutta to pitch on the best spot 
fojt a fortification, and to set about raising it with the utmost 
'expedition. I think it necessary to remark that one or more 
capable engineers should be sent out , was an accident to happen 
to Mr. Brohier here or Mr. Call at Fort Saint George we should be 
at an absolute loss to carry on your works at one or the other place. 
I have, &c. &c., Robert Clive. 
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507. A general description of the transactions of the English in Bengal 
from the treaty made with the Nabob Siraj-uddaula to the sneeass 
at Plassey, by Mr, Watts, j principal actor, to hts father in London, 
in a lettet dated Mursheda^id, 13 Juifusi, 1757 

Deaf- Sir, — M> ias^^ I'^tter to > was m my passage to 
Muxada\tid, when I >rdered i 's\<* earned into execution 
the treaty made \\\^h the a boh. 

Before the battle and Pet * rontl 1 uith the Nabob, we had 
advice of w ti N uit; derlated <1^ on-t 1 'mcl. We attempted to 
engage tin French in a ncii»!ai»i\ \ul1i n-, within the Ganges, 
and for Bengal, Inch the^y ihMi dechned ; therefore from the 
intelligence I had on my i j> ind arrival at Moorshedabad 
of the favour shewn tht l'i» nch In n'turnrng the money the 
Nabob had extorted from them the pre*ccding year, granting them 
the government of the t » aside ahh* city of Hughly^with a large 
extent of country, I had the greate-^t leason to apprehend the 
Nabob would join them tcj revenge himself on us, whenever they 
had force sufficient to support them. In his (Avn nature timid to 
the last degree, I was sensible he would not venture to assist them 
in their present weak btate. I therefore in all my letters to ^he 
Select Committee urged the necessity wt were under for our own 
preservation to make use of the present favourable opportunity to 
attack and take their principal Settlement of Chandernagore and 
extirpate them out of Bengal I constantly assured them they bad 
nothing but threatenmgs to apprehend from the Nabob, that he 
w'ould never lequire a second battle with us; these assurances 
with a tacit assent in one of his favouiable intervals towards me I 
got the Nabob to write in his lette^r to C olonel Clive for the attack 
of Chandernagore, I flatter mjself, had great weight in forwarding 
that ent» rpnse, which was attended with success by the taking of 
that place. Even after this success, the Nabob buoyed up by the 
French with hopes of a large aimy of theirs arnving firom the 
province of Daccan under the command of Monsieur Bussie to 
his and their assistance, he delayed under various pretences 
fulfilling the grand Articles of the treat: with the Company, and 
besides I had certain intelligence of his breaking the treaty 
and designing our ruin by a junction with our enemies the French, 
he having entertained Mr. Law, who was Chief of their Factory at 
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Cossimbuw^ and his party at 10,000 rupees per month and had 
sent for them from Patna, where they had gone after the loss of 
Chandernagore. The Nabob likewise wrote to Monsieur Bussie 
to march to his assistance with all expedition. To avert this 
impending storm, which portended the destruction of the 
Company’s Settlements and the extirpation of the English out of 
this Province, I applied to Jaffeir Ally Khan, brother-in-law to 
the late Nabob, who was under daih apprehensions of treachery 
from the present. He with great willingness entered into my 
scheme of complying with and signing any reasonable Articles 
that should be sent him by our Select Committee on condition of 
his being made Nabob by our assistance. This I advised Colonel 
Clive of, and accordingly Articles were sent up, but finding Articles 
more advantageous could be procured than those demanded, I 
sent down others for their approval, which they returned with 
some alterations. As the Nabob was then at variance with Jaffeir 
Ally Khan and had spies on me I w^as obliged to go in a covered 
dooley, such as the women are carrfbd in, to his house, where I 
swore him on the Koran to the articles of agreement which I 
despatched immediately to Colonel Clive, and a few »days after- 
wards escaped myself on horseback and joined our army about 
thirty miles on this side of Calcutta. The following is an account^ 
of the march of our army and battle at which I was present. 

(Here follows a description of Plassey and of the flight of Siraj’^uddaula 
up to his escape from Miirshedabad^ taken verbatim from Clivers letter 
to the Select Committee ^ Fort St. George, dated 2 July.) 

A few days afterw ards he [the Nawab] was taken near Rajamaul 
in a distressed condition with hardly cloaths to his back, such was 
the misery he was reduced to bj^his injuries to the English and by 
a general course of folly and wickedness throughout the short time 
he reigned. He was brought to the City, and immediately dis- 
patched, having created some commotions in the army by the 
letters he wrote on the road to the several jemmadars* 

day of the battle we saw a large body of horse hovering to 
t* tight of us, who proved to be Jaffier Ally Khan and his party, 
but as they made no signal by which we could discover them, we 
frequently fired on them to make them keep their distance. After 
the action he sent his compliments and next day paid the Cdtenel 
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a visit and solemnly assured him he would fulfil the treiaty. He 
then proceeded to the Cit> from whence a few hours after his 
arrival Surajut Dowlet fled, when Meer Jaffier Ally took ^tkiet 
possession of the palace and treasures and was immediately 
ack^o^\ ledged Nabob T was sent ihf nt\t day in order to quiet 
the minds of the peoplr* an 1 preven* then running away, in which 
I was in sonve measure ascfui ihf 2uth the Colonel entered A* 
city with a guard of 200 Euror^ns a id 00 sepcys and visited the 
Nabob and Qtatc 1 him on his /« r m carpet, where he was 
again acknowledged Nabob b} al tic 

The purport of (jur creatv the present Nabob is a con- 
hrmation of 'll! grants made be inc w titles phirmaund or Surajut 
Dowlet, an alliance oflensue r defensive against all enemic^s 
either Europeans or countr),, the delive»*ing of the French and 
their propert\ into our h i ids ar d i perpetual exclusion of them 
from these ProMnees, a trict of land extending between a lake 
behind Calcutta and the n\er from Calcutta to Culpee, which 
IS near sixty miles m length, to be given the Company, also ten 
millions of rupees, five millions to the European sufferers at the 
loss of Calcutta, two millions to the black sufferers, seven hundr^ 
thousand rupees to the Armenians, and hve millions to the army 
and na\> 

In a letter from the Governor and Council dated July 19th 1757 
they return me thanks in the following words viz — ‘ In this place 
we have an opportunity to return Mr Watts thanks m the name 
of our Honourable Employers and for ourselves for the advantages 
obtained to them and the inhabitants in the share he had in 
bringing to a crisis the late happy^ /evolution in the Government 
of these Provinces ’ 

I am now at Muxadavad seeing the Articles of the treaty 
executed, where I shall continue some time 

I am, dear Sir, your most dutiful and affectionate son, 
W. Watts. 
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